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inly fifteen years ago, it was different. Any young man with
owledge of trapping and handling. wild animajs could
1d tribes in the interior of Africa; or strike up an acquaint. .
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the local dealers, and fly to Brazil, Kenya, India or Indonesia

. arriving at any place on the globe in seventy-two hours or >y

7

Zoos, working through thei"'respectjvg'

pe into the jungles of the Amazon, take his chances among | i

with a rajah in hopes of being able to trap tigers in his; .

iimal business. Zoos had been unable to obtain any new speci- -

ens.and for the first time in nearly ten years the world was o

pen to collectors again. Also, the aeroplane had come into ity o
Animals could be flown in by plane from remote districts -

f - - and handled single shipments of R
alued at $100,000, Today, such shipments are no -
r possible and I doubt that they will ever be again. Cur-. :

O



Indian elephants
tigers ‘

-28 72 spotted leopards

20 © 23 plack leopards

100 3 clouded leopards
. 4 3 snowieopards
.20 .32 hyenas

52 25 orangutans

31 - 135 pgibbons

. 3,000 10,000 smailer monkeys
Lo 4 (Asiatic) tapirs

120 45 (Asiatic) antelope and deer
9 *Pygmy water buffaio
1 4 gaur (wild cattle)
1 . *babirousa : .
2 *African Cape buffalo
18 50 African antelope
: 2 9 giraffes
T .40 43  wild sheep and goats
1 24 camels

40 75 kangaroos

2 ~ 6 Indian rhinocerog
40 62 Asiatic bears

90 125 pythons

1 35. king cobrag

00. - 40,000 small snakes

5 -150: monitor lizards .
15 300  crocodiles and caymans
. "500 10,000 smali mammals
100,000 2,000 birdg :
“%Cannot beimported today.

urse, thess d:ﬂerentmords fire the'products of different - ...
fore. air travel, it was impractical for collectors to go: - o
‘around all over the world and so collectors.confined
nselves to certain areas ... in Buck’s case, south-eastern ;
Also, there was formerly no point in collectors bringing !
uge cargoes of wild animals; there was simply no de- -
for them.. ' -

e threat of rinderpest, hoof and mouth disease, anthrax ;
d other ailments, No modern collector can bring in antelope,
er, buffalo or pigs as Buck was able to do. Buck could ex- ‘
rt'all the orangutans that he wished from Indonesia, Today, -
jorting these great red apes is almost impossible due to con-
tion laws passed since Buck’s time. So I have made this
parison only to give some idea of how matters have :

changed since World War IT,

‘Because of the aeroplane, a collector can now easily cover -+
any areas instead of confining himself to only one or two.In
dition to the above list, I have also imported;

_ South America
" 42 pumag

"+ 36 jaguars

22 South American fapirs

- 34 rheas (including the rare white rhea)
25,000 smaller birds
12,000 small mammals
* 6 maned wolves
+ 8 spectacled bears
250 boas and anacondag : .
"~ 500 cameloides (lamas, guanacos, vicufiag and alpacas) -
Africa ,
5 gorillas 3 pygmy hippos

32 chimps 6 striped hyenag

40zebras . 20 small cats ‘
20 ostriches 12 wild dogs : o

8 cheetahs 250 1arge birds o
6rhinos 700 small birds

6 hippos ‘



OpOSsums; armaditl 05, coati mundis, kinkajous, }
wcks, prairie dogs, many reptiles, amphibians and .
e.question I'm most frequently asked is, *“How do. o it hand, they seldom move more than a few hundred yards - -
1 wild animals?’. Of course there i$ no one. answer, fc day inki

dally every species requires a different tec

aught with nets, others jn’ pits, some chased an
g, still others taken in

Animals are not capable of abstract thinking and
from boredom.

“There is no question that caged animais are healthier and [ive
als. F, C, Selous, one of the greatest of

ent among them than s commonly supposed. When they’
810% old and can no lenger fend for‘ﬂ'zemselves, they diean -
aponizing death unless animais of prey pull them down. As the
uniber.of wild animals does not increase under normai condj- .-
ns and nearly all are very prolific, the mortality rate among
im is obviously very high. Gorillas, for example, are one of

_ much, danger of injuring a valuable spec;
I unnecessarily or, in a crisis, .shooting one of your. o ifth to twenty young during her lifetime. Of this number, .
itive helpers. Besides, a man working with wild animals is to 10t more than one or two survive ~ otherwise the number of
bu‘syto worry about personaf risks. . . . C iy Rorillas would be constantly increasing, which we know is not * -
‘ i he case. In captivity, there is no reason why all the young -
shiould not survive.
+If -animals ‘are unhappy in captivity, they should certainly -
dte the man who has dragged them from their happy homes to
i ison bars, My animals do not hate me, Four -
India and sold to the Vero Beach Zoo re-
Bir 1S fater. They ran up to the bars, purred,’
id arched their backs to be scratched. A leopard I sold to the
ch Zoo knew me after four years. I could go into the cage
with him although he would instantly attack a stranger. Somé-
1ps that I sold to the Columbo Zoo in Ceylon remembered o
for six years. Whenever I went by their cage, they would go -

, under proper eondiﬁbns
of no reason any animal should be unhappy in captivi
d that most animals adapt themselves to it very easily

antly pick me out and start dancing around the cage shouting
to me with shrill chirps and cries, Maj. Aubry Weinman, the
director, always jet me into their cage and we would have a big
S St 1 :

roaming over wide areas is quite untrue. Most wild anj
S 10

-aged animals repine as would humans -

‘with delight. Bven if there Was a farge crowd, they'd in- -



CHAPTER ONE

ictors. Several species. exist today only because scientists hi
‘been able to study them in zoos, 1 isos

ugtrdlian koala would be extinct now if . some -sp;
‘been kept in captivity and thei
0logists. There are severa] species which today ar
200s, .the European bison, Prje\"alski'swild‘hbrse. the
avid deer, and the Barbary lion, to name only a few, The wi

:: -One of the world’s rarest animals

. ino simply by drinking a glass of its urine. He
nes have all been killed off to make room for the expan uld sniff the full glass as though savouring a fine wine, drain

himan population. ‘ C e ey ack his lips and then announce with confidence, ‘Ah, that
When . you' consider how many animals are shot for sp othi. She’s i

year, the very few taken for menageries are neglipib
tfed;,qonsiderable‘ twinges .of conscience ‘about.»t;dq

y of collecting wild game. Without him, .
riever have caught the almost legendary Indian rhinoceros
possibly the inspiration for the mythical unicorn. And I

dder to think what would have happened had we failed in.
lunatic venture. For suddenly and without warning I'd

olind myself stuck down one of .those blind alleys that seem to N

100by-trap the animal business, My career seemed finished, my -
spects ail, my immediate future grim indeed. ‘

‘was in 1950. T was collecting animals in Siam (now Thaf.
but I still like to call it Siam) with Mercia, the exquisitely
vely Eurasian girl I'd married a few months before, We had -

nice lot of specimens, including six black leopards, four tigers, -
WVeral dozen gibbons, hundreds of small birds and twenty - .
ood-sized king cobras. It was Mercia’s first experience at < . -
1l trapping and she had brought thirty-four trunks fui of
1 : R RS astiionable clothes. At first she even insisted on wearing high. !
2y, there are. only three men, beside myself, who han heeléd shoes which are hardly practical for jungle work, but she
shipments of animals. Of these, two are. over sevet is learning and after the first couple of weeks changed to a
hen they retire, I doubt if anyone will take their place. Ani garong and sandals. Mercia was particularly good with baby
collecting is becoming too difficuit. Still, T am-glad to.h animals and T had great hopes for her. v
partaken in the great elephant keddahs in the foothilis th Our headquarters was a small viilage named Suratthani in
Himalayas, the: wild pursuits after rhinos across the African thern Siam which we had selected because it was only
and.the capture of rheas with bolos by Argentin twenty miles from a telegraph office. Late one afternoon, a
moﬂﬂle l}:'ﬂpas- It has been a great period and Y am happy gfam arrived from my old friend Theo Meier, He was in
ve seen it, o ' S . : . ‘ ' . .

» Ohio, a little female was born-on Decen:
1956. Her name is Cola and she. s doing well. T
tion of the race may well depend on babies |ik,

13 :
f




ﬁﬁd a hew:'fdigiouséect .

who could apparently call butterflies to him by an act
/At two o'clock in the morning, we still hadn’t talked. -

selves out but the bar was closing and I remembered thatI
10 hotel accommodations. - '

‘Think ‘nothing of it,’ said Theo, when 1 wondered-a‘loud‘ .
ut.where I would sleep. ‘Spend the night with me. I'm at - -

I thought I knew every hotel in Bangkok but this one had

escaped me. Theo roared with laughter when I said so, :
It's not a hotel, you ninny. I mean the royal palace. I'm

aying with Prince Rangsit.’ ‘ . ‘

*I'have no decent clothes,’ I protested. "

‘Neither have I. The Prince won’t mind. You'l like him.

S trapping expedition, but as I. planned:
being-away only a couple of days, I was sure Meércia coul
handle matters until I returned, . . R
- . There were no seats on the train, so I sat on some boxes b
tween two carriages. I arrived in Ba ‘ /

at noon the next da

lace as the bar closed before we’'d emptied the second bottle;-
1& palace was a huge, rambling white building, partly Euro-
pean and partly Oriental in architecture. When we got out
under a gigantic porte-cochére servants in brilliant blue and
white livery prostrated themselves, I like to see well-trained -
sefvants. Theo led the way inside. . -

. We went through room after room, walking on Persian car- -
‘pets so thick we seemed to-be ankle deep on clouds. Theo went .
0 fast I didn't have time to see much, but I noticed on the
tables some brass Budda heads that must have been 2,000 years
old and are the most valuable of Siamese antiques. They come

om remote temples and by Siamese law cannot be exported,
though some are smuggled out of the country. Theo took me -
0 -our quarters where the.servants helped us undress. No
amount of liquor ever has any effect on Theo but I needed -
-help. There was a magnificent tiled ‘bathroom, imported from
_the United States, with yards of shiny chrome taps but instead
a shower there. was a china bowl full of water in the bathtub -
th adipper beside it so I was able to dip the water over
nyself Siamese fashion, After the servants had withdrawn,
“Theo and I lay on our beds naked, as neither of us had pyjamas,
and talked until dawn before falling asleep. ‘

.When I awakened, it was fate afternoon. A slender, dark

15

We:embraced and had the mekong, It tasted a little like pis
aced with sulphuric acid and the effects were almost immedj
\fterwards, Theo took me to a'European bar where you ¢6
get real Danish beer and then we went to a native restaurant
amprik - a’paste of shrimp and rice, seasoned with: liri
:nded back at the swimming club drinking gimlets and

started by an old witch” " |



d.all my:savings had goti

re L'd speat my last ticals (the Siamese.
ing the shipping cages made ; the animals wisre -
two weeks. The Antwerp Zoo was cabling me .- °

r the cargo so that I could pay the loading charges at
docks. Mercia and I didnt have more than a few Swiss
and I shook hands, Aswe wiie Qs‘-lvz:'rt;veep ‘us.A We“couldn't even pay. o‘ur passage ogt oﬁ o
ce Rangsit said gently to the old regent, ‘But, my father, .~ !
oL 5. ely this law doesn*t apply to Peter as he came here in good !
sappearediiit th and has speat much time and money making his collec- .

d, ‘Get up, you fool, ol
when you're talking:

ed my sleep, invited both of us-
er to-meet his father, the regent, and then di '

know,. I know,” said the old regent somewhat irritably.. -
_be hard on him. But the people will have it so, They -
w._that animals are worth a great deal of money and they
it having them taken out of the country.’ Then he went -

o his conversation with Theo who was looking atme. .-

As for me, I could neither speak nor move. I had to force: - -
to. think. The extent of the 'disaster grew worse as I'.. - -
sidered it. Now I could not even pay my bills in Surat<
ini. I had two partners in the venture who would be ruined.
d Mercia ... After months of hard work, enduring jungle "
er-and insects, handling leopards and the terrible cobras she
50, she would have to be told that it was all for nothing. L

t-would she think of me? -Adthough I was not conscious ‘
inaking a noise, Theo later told me that I groaned aloud, N
‘Theo managed to interrupt thé regent to ask, ‘Your Excel. ., '
_g'y,ican nothing be done to help my friend?” - e

tie old man blinked at him with watery eyes. ‘Somethinig:
fie? Do you know how this country stands? In the north. =
the Chinese Reds, In.our hills are bandits hired by them.. = !
he cities, fear and suspicion of all Europeans. We balance. .
a razor’s edge over a pit of hell. We must have the people's f
nfidence and support. Do you think I would risk their re- -
tment for the sake of a few leopards and monkeys?” =
at e said was true and {ooking at the sad faces of Prince
5it and Theo, I knew it was hopeless. s
Theo took me to the train. He said nothing and there was
otfiing he could say. As the train pulled out, he shouted after

e, ‘Remember, you and Mercia can always come to Bali and
ve with me.’ ‘ '

it a rich, potent ﬂavour. ‘but-mild. Prince Rangsit explaji
that he had them made up specially for him in Cuba. 'Ihé,regen
s.chatting with Theo about the care and breeding of fightii

16 17" ‘ :
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of Abominable Snowmen.

one of the world's rarest animals, Approximately 300 of, - . .

T can get a permit to shoot or capture

e and no one butian idiot would even try. '

‘However, after gétting Dr. Hediger’s second cable, I began .

think a bit. A couple of years before, I'd been having drinks .
-an English tea planter in the bar of the old Spence Hotel:
cutta. I'd told the man that I was in the animal business - -

at once assumed a knowing look. SRR

wager you'd like to get your hands on an Indian rhino, . - ;

“What has happened? Tell me the worst.’ R

- nned too. ‘I certainly would.’ . R

old her. If there is too much seasoning in a dish or a: The tea Planter hiccuped and placed his fingers alongside his - .

“live minutes late, Mercia goes into fits of hysterical tem Tell you what, write Pat Stracey. Got the name? Pat - -
that are terrifying to watch, but in a crisis she is always caim; ' ‘ i

child, her delicately carved face expressionless, She was lookfné

) Jelic What is your name?’ I asked.
wards the jungle trail that led to the west where we.had- ex

“Flie tea  planter winked at me. ‘That’s a secret. “No names, ..
ck drill, eh?” Just tell old Pat you know me. Wonderful =~ |
hep, old Pat’ And putting his head on the table, the planter
nt sound asleep. N R SR
took down Stracey’s name. and address on a slip of paper. .,
orm from an envelope I had in my pocket. Then I forgot about
e incident. I didn’t think about it-again til I got Dr. Hediger's L
able..By a miracle, I still had the scrap of paper. I wrote to. .

58d was a savage determination that would fisten to. ng
edson and admit of no obstacles, Her remark about the ritinog
5:typical of her fierce single-mindedness, Ceead

I got no answer. I hadn't expected one. But I'd . 1
stake of mentioning the incident to Mercia, to- .
er with the information that an Indian rhino was easily .
orth $10,000. After that, Mercia was . determined to get-a"
iho.~ several rhinos. She had haunted the post offce waiting - .
it Stracey’s letter which never came, Personally, I doubted .
iere: even ‘was. such a man. The planter was slurring hig

words and might have said *Tracy’ or ‘Macy’ for all I knew,
-, After drinking the bottle of gin; I fell into a restful sleep and

R 19

ot in Africa. ¥ got a fonger cable in reply. Lothar Behrend;

-8-bizarre old German collector in- Argentina with whom Pd

-once been'in partnership, had known I was in the Far East and
B : 18 ‘

are only about 350 Indian rhinos left, which makes . |

reserve in Assam, a province of India- - :



t morning. Mesawhile, Me - nited 16 get'a do

and had done very well. She had be Fiewhere that sebias 2

e to sl most Of the animas to local merchants Who wiie s tiat zebras we
ng to speculate on getting, export permits later. A num

-bought by an old Chinaman who, I learned later,

¢m to Peking Zoo, sending them by a cargo ship that ha

smu_gglingannstoihe‘guerrilhsmmehiﬂs. S o

re very quick on turns, There"

made any difference to us now. ‘ o
found a {etter from the Indian Forestry Department.

ick Stracey.’
at staring at
atey at that

moment. I knew what the letter would be: a

ing and sobbing, and Mercia was in tears too. It was pitifisl
seg them in the shipping crate, clutching each other like litt]
ofphans and crying to Mercia for help. Mercia made the ¢]
linaman who'd bought them promise to sell them togethe
and he said he would, although whether he was able to-keej
iig word or not we never knew. That's the worst of the anirhal
sifiess, having to ‘sell the ones that love and trust you, - -
“In spite of the money that Mercia had received for the aii
imidtls, we were in desperate straits, The cash, and it was almigst
othing, had to be split three ways between my two partner
d;usi-(;)’x}‘e of them was an ex-mining engineer who'd giver
P 8 good job to go into the animal business, He took the few ; : i
cals coming to him and vanished down the river in a sampag. Jf elephants for the job.
e ‘other man, a Swiss, who'd put his Life's savings into this

 to me? Why hadn't he merely ignored my letter? -

glanced through it eagerly, her lips parted and her bosom
ving. The she screamed, ‘He's giving you two permits — to
ir! That's about $80,000 francs! We're saved!’ and she:
0 Cry quietly. s
etid the letter in a daze. Straccy was indeed giving us the'
its = why, he didn’t say. There was a hitch to i, The per- -
s cost 20,000 rupees each, roughly about $5,000. Then I'd
to go to Assam and catch the rhinos myself. But Stracey -

re, went to Bangkok by train. Years later, I met him in
3 where he was working as foreman of a brickyard, -
dercia and T added up our share, We had enough to pay out
in Suratthani and a little bit éver but not enough to start. .
1 trapping anywhere else. Finally Mercia said quietly, ‘I'lt
o sell my cothes.’ . ) S
most women, this wouldn't seem too great a sacrifice but:
it everything to Mercia. Mercia atways took great pride
ays being smartly dressed, especially asa Eurasjan'in the
ence of the rather dowdy British mem-sahibs. To lose her
"clothes would be the greatest of deprivations to her, -
owever, there was nothing else to do. Before going to the:
merchants to see what they'd offer, we stopped at the ppjt.

IF. (cost, insurance and freight) Basel and no money in ad-
vance, Of course, Mercia and I could no more raise the 40,000.
ipees for the permits, plus our plane fares to Assam and the -

anlt at Fort Knox. After desperaté cables, Dr. Hediger finally . -
nt us 30,000 francs - about $7,000. For that, we could fly to
Assdm.and get at least orie rhino. .

our animals except one, a huge red-faced monkey the size

.2 small child and far more powerful than a man. He had -

en.a pet and was tame, in so far as he'd lost his fear of .:
ns.-He was the roughest, meanest monkey I've ever seen.

0 gét our'mail. To our astonishment, there was a whol
-of it. The clerk explained indifferently, ‘There have begq’
ious floods which held up afl the mail for 3 month.’
. 'We sat down on the porch of the post office and tore open’
the letters, They were the usual thirig, A crazy American mil-

rdinarily good aim. He saved all his dung and kept it in little
Pilés in case she got within range. He loved durian which isa
horribly messy fruit and Mercia used to gather it for him,
, ) |

number of cancellations and some new orders, none.of *

postmarked Assam. Over the return address was typed- :
‘the letter. Far from feeling relief, I hated Pat - '
ite:brush-off. It could be nothing else, Why had he bothered -
write

rcia snatched the letter out of my hand and ripped it.open, N

kpénse of getting the rhinos to Basel, than we could rob the "

‘We left for Bangkok to get the plane. We had disposed of .

ted Mercia and used to throw his dung at her with an ex- . - ,
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* ‘CHAPTER TWO

Capturing the “living fossil”
Fa

atman shoved off. - : : ‘ | |
- ‘When old red-face saw we were leaving him, he went into-a:
erfect spasm of fury, turning somersaults with rage and dane.:
up and down on the bank. Mercia screamed at him, ‘Now -
ol can go and gather your own durian! And [ hope a python'
you!’ We crossed the river with Mercia screaming at tie-

nonkey and the monkey screaming back at her, Lo

iover the foothills of the Himalayas, one of the bumpiest

terrible

d do expect to push on. The country was weirdly beautiful,
minding me somewhat of a lunar landscape. There were great

Yoad 50 completely overshadowed with creepers and interlocke

the miles of tea gardens, worked by imported coolie labourers

travellers. They are scattered all over the country, never
more than a day’s journey apart, and were built by the British
#dministrators for their use during inspection tours, Although:

arge of her while I went to find Pat Stracey.
Instead, Pat found me. He drove in with some of his rangers

réaéh Assém, the north-easternmost state of India, we had

es I've- ever endured. Subrati and I were old travellers and
erefore virtually immune to both airsickness and seasickness,
poor Mercia nearly died. By the time we landed at Jorhat,.:
was so weak that Subrati and I had to carry her off the -

Ve h_ir;ad an ancient car to drive us to the Kaziranga Wild e
ife:Sanctuary where the rhinos lived. It was a sixty-mile drive -

roads and did nothing to improve Mercia’s condi- =
‘I really became afraid for her but there was nothing we'

e a magnificent scenic bit along the side of a ridge among -

/it .3 beaten-up English landrover while I was still asking the -

Fanges of mountains over which our car panted, knocking and. =
iling, and then we plunged down into vast plains covered.
With the high, yellow ekkra grass. A few minutes later, the car -
d be crawling on a narrow track through a jungle, the ~

branches that we seemed to be in a tunnel, Then would ..~ .
th colourful pieces of cloth wrapped around their heads, - .. .

‘We reached Kaziranga and put up in a dak bungalow left
yver from the British days, These dak bungalows are a godsend -

iny are now falling apart we were lucky to find a good ‘on;e;,-'_ N
or Mercia collapsed on the rickety old bed and I left Subrqti'-j -



over His drink. ‘The rhino’s mate had ficked off every
of skin. with her tongue, Why, I don’t know unless she -
trying to get the salt’ : C

he old bull chased some boys who'd been with the hunter

8 tree and held them there for eight hours while his mate
“skinning” the dead man,’ Pat went on. ‘The boys had to -
the tree and watch it. Must have been a sticky sight for -
Then the bull went to the village and cleared everyone

e streets. A man drove in from another village in a 1914

4and the rhino charged and overturned it, The man hid

wer the car and the rhino couldn’t get at him, although the -
chap spent a jong time snuffing around-and trying to dig the

started protecting the rhinos, the
wehave between 340 and 360 of them.” -
~Its about all the

was because of this incident and several like it that Pat
d decided to give me a permit. Besides, as he cheerfully ad-
mitted, ‘For what you're paying, we can run the whole depart-
eiit here for a couple of years.’ s
Pat told me what [ found hard to believe, that the Indian
rhino seldom uses its horn as a weapon. The horn is softer than . .
of his African cousin. The Indian rhiino’s real weapon’s are, |
teeth. “They slash with the big incisors and can disembowel
n elephant with one blow. But you'll go out on old Akbar, our _
est kunki (pad elephant). Akbar is a bull with big tusks and -

he'd-oppose my taking a pair of young rhinos, but he was epn-
thusiastic over the idea, ‘Possibly they may be induced to
‘breed in captivity,’ he said in his precise, English voice after
refusing a drink and settling in a chair which Subfati hurriedly -

he man hadn’t a chance, The bull tossé’d_i _
mpled him to death, .

24

and the corpse, it was completely sking ed, Pt






5 Waiting-for us. impatiently, The rhinos are only out
early morning and late afternoon ; during the heat -
day they lie up in the thick ekkra grass. Akbar knelt so

d climb to the pad on his back. These pads are big,

anctuary is a semi-swampy area lying along the south -
of the great Brahmaputra River. To the north, the foot. -
of the Himalayas rise toward the dead-blue sky, and on a
r day you can see Mount Everest. The Brahmaputra is a
erratic river, changing its course 5o frequently that often. ‘
ghats (wharfs) have to be moved eighteen miles or more ag
river floods and creates a new channel. Most of the sanc-

ldn't the authorities say ahything?’ Tasked, A mﬁn-killin;
lephant is aimost invariably shot, . : L
'They. demanded his death; so Stracey Sahib said to them

ed with a network of rhino trajs feading .
and we saw plenty of tiger pad marks in

viselessly into the ekkra, : .
Tjggrs are another nuisance in the sanctuary,’ said Pat who -
was sitting on the pad. behind Mercia and me. *Last year the
killed: four yo ings. Didn’t get a chance to eat them,
ough. The mother rhino always drives them away even
though she can’t always save the baby,’

‘Then we saw our first rhino,

t

bromised by Wrapping fier head in & shawl, .~



hree weeks going out morning aind evening |
108, for I needed to know a great deai about .
inake sure of keeping them alive during the long -

o "oi)e, | | ‘ - .
of the melodramatic books and motion pictures made
animai collecting business, most people think that cap.

ed the animal is simply shoved into a crate and shipped
e a box of oranges. Actually, capturing a wild anima] is -
ally a fairly simple business; the trick {ies in keeping him
Aafter capture, This is a complicated, highly-technical
and the collector must be as familiar with the animal’s
tal characteristics as with his physical habits. - :
or example, virtually all wild animals have what my friend .
Hediger calls a *flight distance’, That is, a definite distance -
7ill allow an enemy to approach before running or fight-
theory, a cage for an animal should have a diameter of
ble the animal's' flight distance so when he retreats to the .
-he always feels safe from a man standing on the outside,
cage is smaller, the anima] becomes 50 emotionally upset
she will not eat or sleep. Of course, in practice it is rarely =
le to construct a cage of this size, certainly not a shipping -
e. Therefore, the animal’s flight distance must be artificially
luced, generally by taming. When Pat Stracey took over the
Stuary, the flight distance (or in this case, attack distance)
& rhino was as far as he could see or smell a man. I dis-
vered that, through Pat’s care, the attack distance of the
s had been reduced to about thirty yards (about the dis- -
aice we'd been from the old bull). This was of crucial im-
yrtince to me in planning an enclosure for the young rhinos.
before I dared to try shipping them, ‘

10 generally accompany a rhino, feeding on the insects that
disturbs while ploughing through the ekkra, Suddenly #i
viole flock rose in the air like a cloud of white confetti blown
by a sudden. breeze. At once, the buil reared up. and looked
around him, his huge ears (the Indian rhino has much bigg
:than his African relative) twitching about independently
f each other, like two sonar listening devices ready to catch
the faintest sound, - o
T was.

er look and ths«
warning e g

calves always walked in front o ere she

uld keep an eye on them. In Africa, the white rhino calves
sehave in the same way, but the black rhino calves go behind i

the'mothers, a curious fact for which I can see no explanation,

I others, the adult would have been caught in a pit rather than
se ali the trouble. If one of them wounds a thino,’

ourse that makes him vicious and after that he'l charge the
fifst:strange object he sees.’ . , o O
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 wild animal is a difficult, dangerous affair, but once . .

made several “other interesting observations. The Indian

'rom my point of view, this was an important point as it made



s :charg _
themselves against the heavy stakes. ‘ o]
 the ‘entrancgemt?:'me corrz,‘l had constructed a narrow ‘-
eck’ like the chutes. used for examining cattle. Befote .
g the rhinos in the corral, I wanted to be able to check - |
for. possible wounds or other injuries as a result of the: ..
. Also, I wanted them to quieten down for a few hours !

Ww. This sexual play was apparently necessary, for the co

- h , . ; sreturni ‘ i rral. A newly caught, fright- =~
refused to allow him ¢o mount her until he had repeated: thi bl m&ﬁ: mmr:c;ﬁn a:-l::n:?i alarge corrzl 0 ,g::&[y fghhat ;
performance several times, . . - - L ts himself ‘ : |
. Although Pat Stracey was always helpful and interested, ; "

en the corral was finished, we set about digging the pits,: |
-carefully checked the paths used by the mothers with . !
stiitable calves and knew exactly where the traps 'should_be_-..:__. |
laced. I wanted calves about two' years old, fully weaned bat

houts became increasingly restless over these long trips into’
p. There was always the chance of meeting a tiger:
I being charged by an irritable mother rhino worried abo
er’ calf. The ‘mahouts didn’t bother about theif own ‘safet:

the:y were concerned for their precious el

running with the mothers. Ten pits were dug, each 6 feet f
p-and 10 feet long by 5 feet wide. I kept. them natrow L R
‘calves could not turn -around, A pachyderm caught in a pit. -
enough so he can thrash about in it will often injure hims - -
£ in his struggles to escape. _ SRR
The Assamese covered each pit with a layer of rushes ang
ed earth on top. They did an expert job, for when tiie
finished, no one could tell the trap covers from the
founding ground, including the men themselves, Later, whe
ten'had to go out to examine the traps to see if anything:
been caught, several fell in by mistake. I had to send out |
Outs on elephants to rescue them.
T fully expected to have my two calves in a few days, !
othing happened. Finally I found out what the trouble

) 't let the natives walk all over .you, If
® beasts die on our hands, we won't get a franc for them

There was something to: what Mercia said. T did get a: gie eir elephants and then looking down from the advantagp
tisfaction from watching . the. big, lumbering: animal ot . ’ n o
there were plenty of other animals in the reserve too: wild If heights. Rhinos have a lgeen sense of smell and thie o__d_
affalo, swamp deer, hog deer, black-necked storks, and adjii :
t storks. Every time I went out I saw' something new.,. St
Hediger was beginning :to. send me- irritable ‘cables
asel, and I knew Mercia wastight, = R

a -possibility of meeting a rhino or a tiger, At last,_' |
6 go with them. I admit after a few days I sympathized
R : kX ‘ _






‘and avoided them: ‘Mertia mged at e, ‘All

've. wasted watching these creatures and you don'

ow-enough to catch a baby!*: : : '

T 'went over and over my notes on the rhinos. Then I had an
- The rhinos must be mad about salt, That wasthe only

un, .

e rhino was just under me.

ged into it. As she fell away from beneath me, I was left
ig on air, I turned over and dived, with the camera in my

decided to scatter salt over the pit coverings and along the paths
” - . g '
eading to the pits. Perhaps the rhinos, in their eagemess to get
the sait, would forget their caution and be caught. ‘

Subrati and I spent an afternoon spreading the
outat dawn the next day, ® 8 sa.lt. WQ were

grhino couldn’t get me. o
I swam until my lungs were bursting and then surfaced. Jess
Pagli had finally halted in midstream, There was no sign of the
rhito. Mercia was screaming at me, ‘Don’t get that camera
wet! It’s worth 20,000 francs!’ .

ther, we returned to camp and got two bulls with tusks. Bat

with the buffalo, so we started out on another elephan
hamed Jess Pagli which means ‘The Crazy Ongi’l.qless Pagﬁ
wasn't fully broken to rhinos but we had no time to think of
that. Mohan was hitched to a big transport cage and followed
us more slowly. There were five people on Jess Pagli, including -
!y]_{_iemia apng tt?le. tI wa; carrying a very fine German camera to

dhotogra; e transferring of the bab i
tan roage. g ) y from the pit to t_he:
- The mahout took us right up to the edge of the pit as ﬂlém"
“yas 1o longer any need for caution. The baby wasp:a.t splendid
@e*feﬂow weighing about a ton. He was splashing around in -
our, feet of water and seemed completely unhurt. While we.
were admiring him, there was a sudden snort from thé ekkra, |
’Fg:ﬁmgglg I;hslgg 11831111:'st c;tlxlt and came straight for us, her moutti
N in the air, scatteri i directions
,;he chrond. ‘ | scattering mud in all ‘ ns .
Jess Pagli gave a scream of terror and bolted. I was hangi

. : 1 . nging:
olne of the rope .grips of the pad for dear life. The ma!%ou%
ﬁ?_llmg, Jess Pagli was trumpeting, and through it ail came
Toe snorts of the furious rhino, Five people are too much:

2 single pad even when an elephant is walking slowly and I
” a:gnlneone v:homghf:il. A great, black shape appeared below
me saw the rhi ‘ i’ with Hier
: § o slash at Jess Pagl;g flank with ter
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leave a solid wall of earth about a foot thick between the pit

corral. -

treated two small cuts in his legs before turning him loose,

N

large and powerful as a rhino is extremely hard to handle unless.

/ .

3 -

egat but the rhiino kept alongside and slashed: -
‘was still clinging to-the camera and ‘was haif off the

Pagli reached a broad waterway. Without hesitating, sixe '

. My only idea was to swim far enough underwater.sg 2

find the incline. The cage was pushed down this incline, the -
doors opened, and the dirt wall dug away. Ropes were thrown .
ound the young rhino and he was hauled into the cage and S

. T was very glad that I'd had the foresight to construct the
Bottleneck’, for the baby’s eyes were full of mud and a mild.
infection had set in. T washed the eyes with boric acid and

tie knows that you don't mean to hurt him. We decoyed him |
into the bottleneck several times a day, giving him jagri (palm -
‘gugar) and salt as a reward. Once in the bottleneck, we conld
scratch his ears and pat him so he soon grew used to us. We.
‘had also taken the precaution of smearing the inside of the bot-
tleneck with his dung so the chute smelled homelike. Animals - -
are almost completely controlied by odour, and strange sur~ .

No one was hurt except poor Jess Pagli who had two bad -
ies in her flank. When the mahout had succeeded in quiets

en the two big bulls refused to face the raging mother rhino - .
id-at last we had to fire the grass to drive her away. Thenwé . -
“worked desperately to put out the fire before it could spread;” -
other parts of the sanctuary. oL
-"Mohan had arrived with the transport cage and I told the
‘natives to.dig an incline down towards the head of the pit, but - -

“The baby was a male with a little bud of a hom just showing. ~f .
Everything depended on getting him tame, for an animal as =~ |



. don’t disturb thémuhéady.nspmncha,s , ' Théﬂkdinl’»‘w?ﬂmaoﬂy‘beinﬂ“? harbour for
W ‘& week. the littlefeuowwasso tame that ke’ lours 50 1 had to ﬂo?'t the rhinos down the nver,. amﬂvl’z
5:4ike a big dog to be petted and fondled. Mercia could wﬁ;l:a;;gigl;t-‘hour period and loadltl\‘mm directly on # 2
20t and poking s i i stump of & fiom 1 Another untor}o;seen complication arose. My money was.in ;,
reller’s cheques and no one in Assam would accept them.I |
it-around borrowing five rupees from one man and ten from. - :
ther until I had enough to fly to Calcutta, There I cashed - -
‘cheques and returned to Assam with 50,000 rupees in cash. . = .
ted to do it as men have oftenbll)een murdered for ten rupees _

ient, but it was unavoidable, o L
ﬁ.if%gxfd ,Ntl'ercia exhausted, The whole responsibility of caring .=
r:the rhinos and.making preparations for our departure had f
lbeen eft to her. However, she’d done well as she always did, -
Ste had hired a paddle-wheel steamer to tow our flatboat dov‘m‘ .
the river, hired a lorry to transport the rhino cages to _the flat~ - :

t, hired coolies to help with the loading and unloading, and o
aid.in a supply of food for the rhinos. If everything went right, Lo
ve had just time to load the rhinos and reach Calcutta before S

e:Alcoine sailed. S
?Ig:cr:::as no trouble getting the rhinos into the shnppmg -]
‘boxes. We had coated the floors with dung and had been feed-

g the rhinos inside the cages for weeks, so they 1_'ega.rded the -
cages with affection and were quite content to ride in them o
With the rhinos inside, chewing happily on bamboo shoots, we L
‘prepared to have the cages lifted on to the lorry. I was con- =
stantly glancing at my watch for time was essentiai, A delayof
-even a few hours-could mean that we'd miss the Alcoine,

- -1 had just given the order to have the cages pu§hed up the .
tailboard into the forry, when a young forestry oﬁ‘x.clal cameup .
to me, looking very natty in his immaculate umform.. L

-*Your permits have just been revoked,: he told me impor- - .. N
‘tantly. “The forestry department has decided that no fce‘mgle' o
thinos are to be allowed 4o leave the sanctuary, These animals: B
are an important national asset and the female cannot be
allowed to leave India.’ .

“was the funny little squeak that he had used to call his mother,
. ‘We caught three other males before we got a female, ‘Nat«
urally, because all males are damned stupid,’ Mercia remarked,
We finally got a female two days before the rains broke. She
tamed even more quickly than Gadadahar had. We named her
Joymothi after an Assamese queen. The two rhinos got along
véry well together and took their baths lying side by side in the
bheel I'd made for them at one end of the corral, oy
* Dr:Hediger had by now sent me enough to pay for capturing ;
1 i i i re ready to start the lorig
them by chartered plane

Pakistan owing to riots, There was only one way left: to float
them by flatboat down the Brahmaputra River. This meant a
three weeks® trip and exposing our babies to al] the dangers of
_rapids, sudden floods and uncertain native boats, but there
iwas ho help for it. L
“To add to our troubles, the shipping had to be accurately
timed. Not every ship that puts into Calcutta is going to Europe
or will accept animal freight, Those that do have their regular -
cargoes and there’s often no room for animal cages. I spent
several days cabling shipping lines until I found that the Dutch
merchant Alcoine was arriving in Calcutta and would take us
nd the rhinos. Bven then, I did.not dare to leave until the last
minuté. If I arrived at Calcutta ahead of time, the rhinos would
be put in the zoo, as wild animals cannot be kept at the docks
Oreven in private compounds because, the authorities argue, if
tliey escaped they would constitute a public menace. There was
‘telling what infections my babies might pick up if put
In-a cage that had housed hundreds of other animals, many




Rhinos on a raft

Perhaps after a long series of

hance to retaliate.

ifying rages, Even the ranger dropped his haughty air and
became nervous, He protested almost apologetically. ‘I have
‘nothing to do with the order. It has just come through. No

"ﬂ;%h_erds.’

oonths and 40,000 rupees to get this pair?’ I asked.

. *That is not my concern. I am only obeying orders® He.

stamped out to the cages and started to open the door of the
omale’s box, X

she screamed.

Mercia to release the catch.

around the corral the day before, ‘You'll be held responsible
my death. It'll go on your record that you killed a helpless :
woman!* ‘ ‘

The ranger -‘hesitgted. “I'll have the police remove you.?
[ M 40 . n . i

HIERE it was again, the same disaster that had struck us in Siam,

the most helpless being in the world. There was nothing I
could do, and the smug ranger knew it. For generations his
people had been kicked around by ‘sahibs’ and now it was his

f I was beaten, Mercia was not. She went into one of her

females are to be exported. We must keep them here to build up

Does the forestry department realize that I've spent five

lercia threw herself across the door. *You'll have to kill me :

‘Get away from that door,’ the ranger shouted, struggling '
‘ ! :

© was stronger than she was and managed to tear her hands.

ose. “Very well, open it! That's a wild rhino and she'll kill ~
"' Mercia did not mention that she had been riding the rhinp’

€,.you fool] Call Pat Stracey!’

'a car to drive me there. Pat might be at any of a dozen
lnces or off somewhere in the sanctuary. I had some qualms

qiite capable of looking after herself.

oy

Sahib was not there. No, he was not expected back. No, no

ful about fermnales, they're our breeding stock. But one more
r less won’t make any difference and we promised you a pai’
'Téil that ranger that I want to speak to him.’ :

eparted sullenly. He returned and gave angry permission for
us to.remove the rhino, ‘

By now, a large crowd had collected. It was market day and
‘people-had drifted into the area from all the outlying towns;
" When' they found that there were two rhinos in the lorry, 'a
whisper of excitement went through the mob.

-those horns would make me a rich man for lifel’ ‘Why .is
 this white man stealjng our rhinos? We are now a free nation |’

staves to the white men.’

~ Mercia said to me quietly, ‘Get the lorry going at once. This
means trouble,’ - ‘ ‘

mouth; I' grabbed his wrist. The man'ignored me, still pushing

forward.
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1

"cati't{” Méroia had both arms and fegs locked arotnd |+ -
rs in: the door. Then she shouted to me. ‘Don’t just’stand- .

ut leaving Mercia but from experience I knew that she was .
called the sanctuary and a clerk answered. No, Stracey
e knew where he was, I tried station after station, At Iast, .

All right, all right, he said wearily. *They've mucked things . .
up again. The department. is right about baving to be extra -

‘When I got back to the corral, Mercia was stili clinging to: -
the bars like an octopus, surrounded by a ring of cursing police- .
men and the furious ranger. I gave him Pat’s message and he -

. *He has rhinos!’ ‘Do they have horns?® ‘Of course, you
- fool; otherwise, why should he bother with them?’ *A piecé of

- A man pushed his way through the crowd with a long knife *

~'in 'his hand. His eyes were fastened on the rhino cages witha -
fixed, unblinking stare and saliva ran from his partly opened g
-on towards the cages, The crowd began to shout and push

..~ 1 wrestled with the man and the police came to my helﬁ,

ckily, there was a telephone at Gauhati and I wasable to . |

‘Cut off the horns! The rhinos belong to us! We are no longer =



Tt

shore; some of the fatmers hinrfyin
to view the rare beasts and-others.
spread the news.

\ow we're in for it,’ said our captain gloomily. ‘We'll have
1y native in the district here before midnight,’ - ‘
8'was right. Men and women began pouring in from all

racing back to the vil-

ptain rigged a gangplank and let them come aboard the .
to see the rhino. Subrati did a land-office business selling
o urine which is considered a panacea for all illnesses. Sub-

£ e, he would hastily hold the bamboo under the animal and -
dain the urine into a bucket, He sold the urine for two rupees o
& pint and the demand was far greater than the supply. We: - .
gipened the front of the cages so the people could at feast touch

Then Mercia had an idea. ‘Look at all that fine, rich grass
along.the bank, she pointed out. ‘Wouldn't our rhinos just:
Jove that!' Let's say that everyone who wants to touch the .
rhinos has to bring an armful of grass.’ o
It appeared a good idea and we had the captain announce
."that,an armful of grass was the admission price. There were:

no objections and soon the bank was covered with stooping
- figures gathering the grass. Subrati stood by the cages collecting
-the grass while Mercia and I went to bed, We'd both had a long
day and'were dead tired. - '
- T was awakened by the sound of running feet, chains rattling,
. shouts, and the shrill squeaks of the rhinos. Then I heard Sub- . -
- rati yelling for help. I grabbed a half-empty whisky bottle from
‘the-table by my bed and ran out, The ship was a madhouse,
It was alive with people climbing over the cabin, over the cages, -
hanging from the anchor cable and crowding the gangplank.,
X stumbled over the body of one of the crew ~ dead or stunned’
~ X¢ould not tell. » -
I ran for the flat. As I went I heard the crash of broken glasg-
-85 the rioters smashed the cabin windows. The rhinos were ter-
~ tified, screaming like pigs. My first though was for them. I
jumped on the flat and managed to drop the cage doors, The =
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;;u- way down a thousand miles of treachergus
‘ n . ) ) * . A‘ . C
ercia said bitterly, * And those were the people who've bees

ey for the last ten years to have all the rhinos irj,
killed. Now they won't even let usg take out two

Ve nedup that evening ﬁ!‘ODg“the bank ; the river is toq P .
Sndbanks, shoals and unexpected currents to mwm%
5 the to umber of farmers saying their evening
“on Eil;e bank tmdl they called out to ask what we-had in.-
863, Before we could stop them, the crew proudly shouted
that we had rhinos and instantly there was wild excltement
42

g down to the water’s - |

ions, some of them, we afterwards learned, from villages .-
miles away. They were a well-mannered, polite lot and < -

e animals which in itself is thought to bring great good luck. - ..



't know what other damage has been done. None of the
are dead but that's about all you can say for them.’ -
“It’s lucky the people all dived overboard as soon as the ship
2gan to move,’ I said. ‘If the crowd had stayed on board they
duld have easily overpowered us.’ : '

Silddexilir faces and hands, . i -
y the whole flat was brilliantly iluminated, The éap- -
had turned the boat's headlight on it. The light seemgd.
:frjglue‘n t:he: natx;l!;:s, for they flung themselves overboard and
an swimming ashore. Subrat; staggered to his feet, his face
Strezﬁm;ggh tb{ood. He gasped, ‘Sahib, don’t worry. The rhinos .
. Whathappened?'lpanted. s | S o
‘S0 many people were coming that the captain tried to rajse
angplank: He was afraid the ship would . be swamped.
é:people had collected their grass and were furious so they

ff to slavery and the rhinos were a lure to get them on board,
h

‘on the river and the people still remember them.’

3

text few days.

Stood the trip very well and I would have been perfectly happy
if it hadn't been for the nagging worry about making con-

he cat many miles we made each day, and when I questioned the cap-
e current was strong here; The natives still on the ship hurled tain, he merely replied, ‘If it is Allah’s will that you reach the
thémselves over the side in a blind panic. In a moment the water
was ful.l :of their Jong, white dhotis and the crowd on the bank
waded into the river to help their friends. I could hear the cap-
tain bellowing to get up steam in the engines. | T e
~Lwas‘afraid to leave the rhinos, The crowds began to stone -
uietly and Systematically, and again I heard the crash of

- Will help you.

- maputra where the river joins with the even mightier Ganges.

swamps and streams and reminded me very much of the delta.

. tlie bow of the paddle steamer to take soundings with a long

- ‘ways able to shove us off, The captain told me we were only
. & day’s trip from Calcutta ‘if Allah wills’, It was high time,
* $00."According to my calculations, the Alcoine wouid arrive
. the next morning. We had cut it very fine indeed. B
- . After much pleading and a slight additional payment, the

‘I ofimbed back on the ship. Mercia met me, ve | eand
: ‘Therhinosare al) right,’ I assured her, ry pet sl
Jooked at me .curiously.; ‘How do you feel?” -

The crew were tired, the chant of the man taking soundings
with the long bamboo poles was like the ticking of 2 metro-

4

© ¢ the mouth of the Amazon. A man was kept constantly in-

1 never should have agreed t such'a crazy idsa. -
ry window on the ship is broken, we've lost the anchor and -

The captain grinned, ‘They thought we were carrying them -

heard them shouting to each other that the whole business, - -
‘was.a trick. It is said that not so long ago there were slaverp. '

Fortunately the ship had a spare anchor and after that we ..
inchored in midstream at night. There was one advantage ‘to.

~ For the next three weeks we drifted down the mighty Brah- - . .
maputra, one of the greatest rivers in the world. The rhinos-.

nections with the Alcoine. There was no way of telling how

ship, you will make it. If it is not, nothing mortal man can do "
' Then we came to the great delta at the mouth of the Brah-‘

'_ This"delta covers forty-five square miles of waterways, canals,

pole, and although we grounded several times, the crew wasal-

P,

- captain agreed to go on at night. It was dutl, monotonous work, *

nome and the marshy shores stretching away on all sidesin the



fid ve did niot Scer ; ¢hié wag 2 Etirasian: ﬁ:ewasshllm a trance when

5 ghit b - loaded: the thinos on & railway luggage van and left for ~ .

b agronndl again. I swore and stretched myself: As ¥ di el T e o : L
heard the captain shout, ‘The flat! The cable’s broken!” An hour or so later, a sharp reaction set in. Mercia seemed to ’
bounded to ‘my feet. Caught by the current, the flat with o/mad. If anyone looked at her - and because of her striking

two_ precious rhinos. was slowly floating past us. On het beauty everyone did — Mercia would go into a wild rage.

were Subrati and two members of the crew, all fast asleep, I They're staring at me because I'm brown!’ she wept. Then .
shivuted at them and so did the captain but nothing mads any e feverishly began to unpack the apothecary’s supply of - .
anpmmon.,l.lelplm, we watched them drift away downstream ons, creams, and unguents she always carried, ‘Get out of
‘The ‘captain snapped, ‘There’s rapids ahead. If the flat hits erel’ she screamed at me when I asked what she was doing.

i, she'll go over.’ ) S ‘left the compartment and stood unhappily in the passageway
oking a cigar. When Mercia finally appeared, she’d covered
ér face’ with a light pancake make-up. When I protested, she
yelled, ‘I won't be taken for an. Indian! I won't! They won't
et me into a hotel or a restaurant if they know what I am, They

d we were afloat again. We started in pursuit of the flat, - "New-crowds greeted us at Basel. Mercia, after her savage

may even send me back to Singapore.’ AN

' 111'97nm half hour was-one of the worst of my life. I exs utburst, had suddenly become panicky and helpless. She clung. - -

d every moment to come upon the flat turned upside down to my arm like a little girl, weeping, *Oh, Peter, what shall I
the boat's headlight picked it up. The flat had run’ 0? How shall I dress? I'll take off the make-up. I know it was"
und on one of the bends, and the three men were franticaily * foolish. Peter, you must help me. You're all I have.’ T
vaving to us and shouting. We took her in tow again and - I sent her to wash her face and went out to greet Dr. Hediger
reached: Calcutta shortly after dawn. There was the ‘Alcoine ‘who had arrived at the head of a new battalion of newspaper
dfng at anchor. We went alongside and the rhino cages were ; - and ¢ameramen. Flashbulbs were exploding on all sides and I _
_ ‘ T was confronted by a battery of microphones. I couldn’t think
R - ‘ L of a word to say, although Basel is my home and the crowd was -
‘Fhe voyage to Europe was uneventful. The news of the -full of familiar, smiling faces. I stood stammering and sick with
mos' arrival had been radioed ahead and when the ' ship “embarrassmeat.. :
‘t;ckgc_l,at Genoa, the pier was black with crowds, Reporters; ‘Someone pushed me aside. It was Mercia, radiantly jovely . .
mmpﬂm, newsreel cameramen, radio men, representatives - and smiling, She had changed into an Indian sari and she looked
‘om the 200, and sight-seers swarmed .aboard. Mercia wis ‘marvellous. She greeted Dr. Hediger and then, being asked to
Aralyzed with astonishment. She kept saying over and over, “say & few words, spoke for ten minutes, making jokes, describ-
Have they all come just to see our rhinos? Why, rhinos ate -ing ‘out adventures, and saying how she’d looked forward to . .
nly:animals, What do these people want?” o seeing :Switzerland which was even more beautiful than she’d
_Mercia with her stunning exotic beauty made an even greater imagined. The crowd loved her. Meanwhile, I stood in the
it than the rhinos, She was photographed with the babies, - background, scraping the side of the platform with my shoe
otographed with me, photographed sitting on the ship's rail, . sind wondering how the rhinos were. o
wtographed looking at Europe for the first time, and photox- . Dr. Hediger had insisted that the zoo be cleared during the
virtually every change of clothes she possessed. She - unloading of the rhinos as he was afraid a crowd might bother
ded by afl the attention. Used to being ignored or . “them. The crates were carefully slid down the tailboard of:the
nglish, she could not understand why no one - .truck and the cage doors lifted. The rhinos refused to come
46 lout, The elaborately designed pen was foreign to them .and
‘ oo ‘ . ' 47 . -




DUt on her evening, gown and 4 stolo of snow
S e ek v g hi for hier in Calcutta. Then she watked over agd
oG Save a special whistle that the rhiri down ks — :
ow. All during'the'long trip, Mercia- Goking down at me.

| T -1
night, at regular three-hour intey.
that whistle as we came -towards
were ‘excited squeaks and .y tWo
imais rushed into the pen and began looking for me, ;-

cept that they weren’t my babies any fonger. I'd soid e,
tned and ran out of the house by another entrance so they:
ouldn’t see me. If they saw me again, they'd expect me to"
ntinue feeding and playing with them in this new- home. An
toouldn’t be; I had to makea clean break. S
I went to our hotel and found Mercia in our room, prancin
ith excitement. ‘We're asked to a big dinner to.meet a lot o
prominent people,’ she exclaimed. ‘Bveryone is delighted with
. They, don*t,seem to care what I am, And ook at thist®
flourished a sheaf of letters, telegrams and cablegrams pver

> Europeans,” she said fevelly. “This is my chance, I'm not o
; %o give it up for you and those stinking rhinos. Are you.
coin l.ni g?a . . .

™ ta I'm going alone,” said Mercia and wallged out. I heard - -
her high-heeled shoes tapping off down the corridor. I was glad _
she was gone. Now I could start drinking seriously. o
. I drank myself into a stupor and passed out within an hour, .
tit no matter how drunk I became, all night dong I got upat "
the prescribed periods to dook for the rhinos and give them their .-
palm sugar and salt. I -wandered around the corridors of the .
Hotel whistling for them and

a

- pet-out of an animal butofcourselbquemyword.l’m still. _ :
~ breakingt. : ' ‘ CoL

1

e child opening birthday presents S e
Finally she said while still poring over the wonderfui mail,.
Ty and get dressed, We haven’t much time.”

oing,’ I said heavily. o .
¢ stared at me. ‘Why not?* - R
Mercia, I called the babies to get them into the pen: They
out looking for me and I had to leave them there. We'll
r'see Gadadahar and Joymothi again,’and I began to oy,
Mecia sat staring at me. Then she said slowly, ‘I think you.
ust-be mad, After ail, they're only animats.’ - . SRR
She couldn’t have said anything more cruel. ‘And yoit're
thing but a native!’ I'yelled at her, . S
Mercia: went as white as-when she was wearing the pancake"
“up. I called room service and told them to send:up. a-
e of schinapps. Then I sat down on the bed again;. . . .
The schnapps arrived and I started drinking. Mercia, watched
1e.for a while, Then she got up and started dressing, still not
[ .

*I've waited ail my life to go to a img party and be received. |

‘couldn't. T coulda't talk o people tonight with the babies. -
ocked up in the Basel Zoo, ali alone and frightened. I shook -

it was only when Idmn'mea;:lhei;j_._, i.;
fonny little squeaks that I knew they were gone. ‘I'hgn go - !
‘back home to my room and drink more schnapps until I could:- ERE
sleep again, I swore over and over that I'd never again makea ‘-



“natured amusement they woutd hay #£-rd
nced. that I wanted to.bea pirate chief or a knight in
r. ‘But animals were an obsession with me. I filled the -
' with pets-and was eéxpelled from two schools, for I was . - -

S CHAPTE R"FQU'R

o : Birth of an animal collector ' my parents > h fous: -
| ' o ‘ g “Peter, if you wish to be a naturalist, you must study,’ my
ither told me gravely, *You will have to go to a university,
6.a degree in zoology, and then apply for a position in some. o

1 said doggedly. ©
vt *Our family have always. been professional people, not- .
F, b , thrown away aﬂ};r;;?u?ns% 1ps,” said Mother decidedly. ‘Look at your uncles, One is. -
i%l leg _bg};utse ofla zebra kick, and alienated my famn}y Bout e gl’&%lg; ge bgﬂleéggl &mbaetﬂogistust'lh; futare is a:.?;g-: N
'Was worth it - at least I thought so, ‘ ) you a Zoologist, you must get a degree also* *©
~ T was born in Basel, o Two weeks later, I was thrown out of another school for . |
cy. N TR
y parents did not forbid me to have pets but now theyins" ~
sisted that I would have to pay for their food myself. They |
tiought this would teach me what an expensive luxury animals.
er occurred to me 4o give up my pets or even to dor " |
better in the new school where they sent me. My only problemy - !
was'raising money for my animals, ‘ L ‘
.'I'had a number of Japanese ‘walizing’ mice (mice which - '
are bred to spin around rapidly in circles somewhat tike tams
bler pigeons), guinea ‘pigs, salamanders, frogs, toads, a baby- i
crocodile, snakes, lizards, tortoises, and & fennec fox from - = |

. _ ‘shop tatk® ~
mai men, rhuch as a Detroit child grows up listening to
of automobiles and the jargon of engineers, ‘ :
i _y-‘fgﬁzer was a doctor. My mother was born in Singapore,
50 that in our household the Orient was as common a subject

off my ‘funds, the animals had to. pay for themselves and' T - !
~devoted a good deal of ingenuity to this problem. e
- ‘I 'started a breeding programme with the mice and developed |
- several distinct strains: ' pure black, pure white, and black ...
- bodies with white heads. Because these strains were a novelty, - -
Lo L ) ) ) sl ! .




e firmi that this DDT fiad a-great fiture failed to-ias
‘ Te nly dhiree. of us engaged in this work (it
oW Geigy’s biggest deparit

uld have been a wealthy

enid of the head of the firm.

this ‘'was a living death, I still had Fritz and he went to the
ffice hidden under my coat. He'd Lie curled up on my desk
while I was working, watching everything with his alert Little

-gifls and Fritz concentrating-on field mice and rabbits,

War IT came and I was called
d the cavalry and was put in the.

*weather conditions’ I could study their eating, sleeping and

airly obvious that Switzerland would not be
us were relieved from active duty although
t in-a month’s training from time to time. [
alify for any profession but my: mother

fall in the terrarium,

obwith J. R, Geigy, the famous Swiss chemical firm, ‘There was
ly‘one branch of Geigy’s which had anything remotely to do
animals, a new department that wag experimenting with

I thought would breed if the light were reduced gradually so

g the death agonies of a mosquito has never struck - .Bone?" The girl replied angrily, *No, and neither did I . .
even the assurance of the T was simply living from day to day with nothing to fook -

4
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ent) and if I had stayed on,.
man today. I didn’t take much. .
interest in my dutiés and I had the impression that Geigy's S
ndy kept me on for my father's sake. He had been 2 great -

yes, and I was even able to smuggle him into restaurants; I'd
‘hand him bits of food when the waitress wasn't looking and* -

ie'd eat them equally ‘surreptitiously. On Sundays, Fritz and.- - *
I-would go for walks in the woods together, I watching the . .

‘breeding habits. Some: of the lizards would only feed in ‘the -
‘dark, some only between certain ranges. of temperature and ' -
others when I pressed a button that caused artificial rain' to-

- X was often away on jobs for Geigy’s or on military duty
£0:1 -needed someone to look after my collection. I'd taken
- up with a pretty young barmaid who used to feed the animals

fh’e work. T had a pai'r of fan-footed geckos from Africa that. .

8s to simulate the sunset period when these lizards mate, Once- .,
Thad to go to Hamburg for the firm and stayed longer¢han P’d - - .
expected. When I got back, I hurried up to the room and asked - - -
eagerly, ‘Did the lizards get a chance to breed while I was'

etween my work -at’ Geigy’s and my military serviée,-‘I;" o
dn’t have much time for pets and as far as I was concerned, .

" In addition to Fritz, I also kept a collection of aquariums. . |
nd terrariums on a table in my little apartment. They varied. . - |
from a desert terrarium to a semi-arid-to a temperateto a ‘trop. !
-ical rain forest’ to a swamp and, finally, to the all-water aquar- - -
iums. Bach. tank was controlied by thermostats, humidity.
gauges, fans to provide circulation of air, and lights — ranging. - ;. -
from infra-red ¢o ordinary sunlight. I kept a collection of liz- .- -
.ards, salamanders, small reptiles and fish, and by altering the




" ,-Apart from animals, I was fascinated by the great ships, -

- tonstantly new and exciting. You never knew what might turn

little- fellows with an intricate pattern on their backs which
“brought us over a 1,000 per cent profit. I remember once getting -

it egun, the zoos were half empty
desperate for exhibits, Also, many zoos had killed poten-

danggrous animals, such as' poisonous snakes, for- fear
L tiey might escape during air raids, There was an enormous

et open to us and prices were sky high. s
. Wanted to resign from Geigy’s immediately angd go full

:for:300 francs each, -

cially a little lon-headed marmoset, one of the rarest of the

particularly interested me. Africa was so close that, it seemed.

and mysterious. I longed to go there,

.cafch. the last train, the driver shouting, the horses’ hooves
-pounding on- the cobblestones, the people leaping out of the - -
- way, the policemen shouting and Hans and I perched on top -
of the load urging the driver to fresh efforts, Most of ‘the -
luggage van men knew us and would give us a hand when we
reached the station. Some of the animals were too delicate to -~

B ' it. Fortunately, we had Swiss francs;
!;apked with gold, which were eagerly accepted anywhere, Sc;
zhf:e age :f twent'i', I was launched in the animaj business,
JOIter a few weeks, we reduced the business to a syste
Bvery, Friday afternoo ur dosks

passenger car, always a ticklish proposition,
.Once we had several tame hussar monkeys and I insisted on
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-stories of the sailors, the odours of the cargoes and: the -

ge boxes made of teak, mahogany and bamboo stalks in - -
which the animals often travelled, After the duli life in the -
chemical plant, this was like fairyland to me. Everything wasg

‘up and sometimes there were fantastic bargains. Once we
 picked up 600 Algerian tortoises for a song. These are exquisite

~Even more exciting were the rare animais. I remember espe- -

taking them into an upper berth with me. A young man and - -

ve African. grey parrots — the bést talkers of all the parrots - - ) :

“franics each. Often you could. pick up the reddish hussar mon-
-keys for the price of a bottle of wine, They sold in Switzerland -

marmosets. I called her Mimi and kept her for myself, paying .- -
her value into our common banking account. I also kept some. -

frilled fizards and a pair of lovely Brazilian toucans ~always; .
-of ‘course, with Hans’s consent. The South American animafs ©

almost tike Europe but South America was foreign, unknown, .
- After we had made our purchases, we would hire a horse;' '

'Wn cart - usually at the last minute ~ and make a dash-for
the railway station. I well remember those frenzied rushes'to.

trust to the luggage van and these we had to smuggle into the . .

{
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them at $1,000 and they-w
ds-rather than accept a-cent.fi
: ‘ -and I stood in the ruins of a bus
‘e had been laboriously building up for more than a year.
andéz returned to Argentina.

' CHAPTER EIGHT

Kenya and big game

‘out to the trapper’s ranch, a day’s trip. I arrived late that evens
ing, tired, dirty and in an extremely bad mood. I
- Standing on the front porch of a rather dila pidated house way

‘bothering to speak.

‘Out in the bush. Where did you expect to find them, all in
‘boxes waiting for you?’ he inquired sarcastically. e
- ‘That’s exactly where I expected to find them,’ I assured him:

- 'wasn’tit?’

so- soon. I'm not going to have a lot of animals eating their.-.

- Behrend wants.’

- long; the pens were filthy and much too smail. .-
‘You'll.have to build better pens than this,’ I told him, .
' ‘The hell I will. These animals have to pay for themselves, -
When I get the money for them, I'll build pens, not before.? .

Africa without a penny and worked his way up from poverty
to a position of comparative comfort. Before the war there'd

German named Schultz. He was accused of being pro-Nazi -
S 111 )

0
e

LArRRIVED in Mombasa and looked around for my cargo. There * .
‘wasn’t a sign of it and no one knew anything about a shipment

‘of animals. I had the name of the animal trapper so I went on~ -
1o his address in Nairobi and there hired a car so I could drive | .

@ little hard-faced man wearing a stained bush jacket and tora >
pams. I asked if he was the trapper and he nodded without o

‘Where are the animals?’ I asked after identifying myself, =

*That’s where you said they’d be in your cable to Behrend, . :
*Oh, that!” he laughed. ‘I didn’t expect him to send someone i

heads off here until I know there’s someone to take them off my. '
“hands. Besides, I haven’t enough pens to hold all the muck .. - ‘

He did have a few pens and a few animals. Being frwhly .
ught, they were in fair shape but they wounldn’t remain so" -

I discovered that this man was a Boer who’d come to East S

been an extremely capable animal collector in Fast Africa,a




t books: On. paper, th
tastically high so he decide

1

-The plains were covered with game. Never had I imagined
such vast numbers of animals, We drove at top speed past tens
thousands of zebras, topi, reedbuck, waterbuck, impalas;
artebeest, wildebeeste (called ‘gun’ in America), Thompson’s
gazelles, Grant gazelles; duiker, oribi, and flocks of ostriches.
‘Willie de Beer told me that in the old days the Boers used to
‘shoot these animals by the thousands merely to get grease for
their wagons. It was hard to believe.that these zebras, common: - .
as sparrows, were worth $500 F.O.B. New York or-that the -
giraffes ~ and we passed many herds of sixty or more ~ would. -
‘bring $5,000 each. - o
*'That day Willie was after zebras. His assistant drove at top:
Speed through the centre of a herd, cutting it in hailf. He the
'spun the wheel and cut one section into half again, keeping up
this technigue until he had a small group of about twenty zebras'
{solated from the main body. We drove alongside the galloping
animals, Willie miraculously maintaining his seat on the fender.
“There's three good ones in that lot,” Willie shouted to. me, ™ -
. We wanted only young animals and I could see the three .
half-grown foals he meant.. e
_ *Go ahead,’ I shouted. - R
" We continued to parallel the group. Zebras will always
eventually. turn and run in front of a car moving beside.them, .. -
* ‘The small herd suddenly swerved and crossed a few yards ahead %
of us. Instantly, Willie's assistant jammed his foot down on the
pedal and the car leaped forward, Willie expertly noosed one ~ !
of the young zebras and we stopped with a scream of brakes; .
the cloud of red dust that had been following the car swirlifig.. -
- around us. Willie's assistant had leaped out almost before the - o
car stopped moving and deftly slapped a muzzle on the foal to S
. keep him from biting. To my surprise, the zebra did not resist, .ot
He seemed to be in a daze. ‘ o

A pole with a red cloth on the end was quickly driven into " o

the ground and the zebra tied to it. Instantly we were off again, =" .

* following the rest of the herd to get the other two foals, . - . o
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eer, who'd worked for Schultz and was well-known in
imal circles. Willie was a gi

‘ove back to the farm, . : C
[ié-other trapper was a younger man, but also very capable.
these two men, I was confident that the animals could be
ected..From Nairobi, I sent a cable to Behrend saying that
'be-in East Africa at least four months and then settled down

r as elephants, giraffes,
nd rhinoceroses as well as the ordinary antelopes,
1les, birds and monkeys, I had no conception how you went
ut catching an antelope or gazelle, et alone an elephant or
rhino. Fortunately, Willie de Beer and his assistant knew ex-
tly how to do it. I went along to watch. s
We started out in a car with a little seat strapped to the right-
d front-fender, Willie sat in this seat with a long pole that

a noose at the end. His assistant drove the car as though
vere an aeroplane across the semi-open bush country. I'd







e baby ‘was squealing lin the lorry ~-from hunger, not:
t --‘«an}:{ ‘at th?l;ouxid‘,‘ the whole herd.charged us. Even .
Willie de. Beer who is absolutely fearless jumped out of the cay
And ran. I was right behind him. The herd surged around our
cavalcade trying to find the baby. I saw one car go over.and:
’ré.yed that there was no one inside, Willie still had hls.guna"t:l;l‘l'.. i
50 had the other white men with us. They started ﬁnpg over . |
“the herd and the elephants slowly withdrew, screaming and
«&triking at the cars with their tusks and foreheads as they -
..rpmed. ‘ ~ . , .
We managed to right the overturned car and continued on.
-our way to the German's ranch. Luckily, the Ge:nnap had some. .
‘goats and I gave the baby goat’s milk, pouring it into him;
'through a split bamboo pole. The little fellow was. so eager:
"-that most of the milk splashed over him and me bl_lt ﬁn.ally
- got'a square meal. The goats milk didin’t agree with him too
.well but after a' few days I worked out a formula of c_ondens_ed
~milk and water mixed with corn gruel that did the trick.
-We returned 'with .our lone capture to the Boer's ranch. E
Most of the animals that Behrend wanted had now been col-
fected. The little rhinos had grown very tame. The adults are
such sullen, cantankerous beasts that I was astonished wl_l_en the
babies took to following me about like pet pigs, nuzzling for
food and holding out their heads to be scratched, but Wiilie
told me that even adult rhinos often tame very easily. ‘ButI -
wouldn’t encourage them,” he warned me. ‘They can become::.:,: -
over protective. A chap named Stanton near Voi had a coupIe_,;_'_ .
of .pet rhinos that would attack anyone who seemed to be. '
.threatening their master. Once a friend slapped Stanton on the o
shoulder and the rhinos damned near killed the fellow befq_rev-'_;;: S
Stanton could drag them off.” ' S0
“Knowing that the rhinos would go into' a zoo gnyhow. I con- . |
tinued to play with them. The little male especially, begame a
great pet. He had a funny little squeak, a ridiculous noise ‘fqr oo
such a big animal, and he used it to express all sorts of ema-. v
tions; eagerness, irritation, alarm and as a ‘please-cqme-and‘-‘_q_. .
play-with-me’call. , CT
-+ The tamest of all the animals were-four hyena pups we )!ad
bought from the natives during the first few days of trapp;ﬂg '
and which were now nearly full grown. They were dogtike,
o RS Y/ -

t choice would be Bali; my second that ranch house. -
ortly ‘before dusk when the setting sun ‘turned the- hills *
golden as though a gigantic. yellow spotlight had been thrown -
n them, we saw the elephants. At that distance they looked
ike grey sheep. Through the glasses I could see their enormous
ears and catoh an occasional gleam of ivory as the bulls slowly -
ed.their heads while feeding. Every now and then a trunk
vould go up, writhing about like 2 boa constrictor, as some
member of the herd searched the wind for unusual scents, -
“There are plenty of babies,’ said Willie who was studying
1e-herd through his own glasses. ‘We won't have any trouble
ing you a few.’ ) ' '
- Willie was too optimistic. We spent the next ten days follow-
ng, the herd without success, Either the animals were in dense
er where the cars couldn't go or the groups we found didn't
ve any suitable young, At last we had to admit that we were .
ibeaten, - . -
n the last morning, while the boys were loading our tents
 the dorries, an incredible thing happened. A baby elephant
came running into the camp, crying loudly, and went from one
to:another of us, his tiny trunk curled up in his mouth open to

- “His mother must have been shot by a poacher,’” Willie de °
Beer said, ‘The natives fire into a herd with poisoned arrows,
Thie herd runs off and some of the wounded elephants die, The )
achers watch for the circling vultures to show them the kills.
hey.shoot the cows and bulls -both. The cow ivory isn't as
eavy as the bull but it’s worth more pound for pound; finer
texture and grain.’

Although the baby was so tame, he refused to go into a forry
and he was surprisingly strong. Finally, Willie had the boys dig
a Hole with a slanting side so the truck could be backed into
it until the tailboard was level with the ground. Then we could
lead the baby in without trouble,

. - We drove back along a twisting jungle trail and suddenly
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noney renting them-ont to motj
0D mpanies. Virtually eve; urermade in Kenya:os

iy ¢ rstood wh; ¢-last few years'shows:Carr’s thinos charging the emba
550 I y. Theyare simply big dogs and ero. They’ll run to anyone who holds a carrot for them. Then
’ garrion when they find it. My hyenas were &-quick shot cani be inserted of the hero firing his gun and afters
T've. g mc.i treacherous but some of the best pets I've ever - “wards a picture of a dead rhino taken somewhere in the bush:
d. A‘Yeﬁ"‘”“ [Inany young hyenas since then, both ‘African . Those two rhinos have been ‘killed® by Clark Gable, Victor
warue, and they were all wonderful pets, . Mature, Stewart Granger and I don’t know how many others,
illie de Beer showed me a number of useful tricks for keep-. - Later, I saw Carr in Nairobi, his hand heavily bandaged, A
& ;he ya;xous animals. The giraffes, for example, had to be ' few days: before his pet lioness had bitten off part of a finger.
ﬁal{}?r?ee do:;:(s) r:ntht:ioend of poles. ‘In the wild state, they “Sthie was on heat and a bit irritable,’ Carr explained apologet( g
: . ally. ‘I didn’t mind her biting off my finger particularly but then..

damned if she didn’t eatit.’ i (ang .
"I had arrived in East Africa in November. By Jufe we had
& nice collection of animals. In addition to the ones mentioned:
"before, we had 4 cheetahs, 4 leopards, 4 oryx, 4 Grants, 4 wilde:

‘beeste and 30 smaller antelopes and- gazelles. We also ha
- several dozen monkeys of ‘various kinds, scores of reptiles,
*.varying from spitting cobras to pythons, and hundreds of birds.
Most of the birds were caught in great nets stretched -8cro
ravines. These nets, made in Japan, are called ‘mist nets® an;
“are made in' three layers so a flying bird will become entangled
~ between the different thicknesses, The nets are so light that th ,
are almost impossible to see, even from a few feet away, Th
Boer had found several of them among Schultz’s possessivt
The monkeys we captured by using the same system I'd learn
-in South America: baiting them into a food tree and then cut
ting down the surrounding trees so they were isolated.,. The .
snakes were brought in by the natives who could track a snake:':
~ through the wavy lines they left in soft earth or sand; The track” | |
" usually led to a hole and after that it was simply a matter .of : }
1
1

3 ages in
1 efore shipping. ‘Put food inside.
let the animals go in and out so they'll become accustomed
€ cages,’ he advised. ‘Then they won’t resent them when -
bing time comes.’ ’

“Waking care of so many animals occupied all my time so T
y hunting trips. The zebras had to be
were all heavily infested with tape-
they are able to throw off in a wild
onfines of a pen they were continually

that in a wild state they may eat certain herbs that discourage
the worms even if they don't kill the parasites, o
1 did take time off to visit Carr Huntley, the famous animal

‘¢ollector in Rumuruti. Carr wasa big, broad-shouldered,‘hearty-
man who had a pet lioness that rode around in the car with him.
He carried his head slightly cocked to one side as the result of

- digging. The leopards were caught in box traps baited with g |
goat. The cheetahs were run down in cars, Bush babies, little "
~monkey-like animals that live in trees, were caught simply by . -
putting bait of sweet wine mixed with fruit and then collecting. -
them next morning as they Iay around dead drunk. Cnp
. Many of the smaller animals I'd already handled in Switzer- .,
land. How long ago that seemed now! It was strange to see: -
‘them running around wild instead of arriving in Marseilles of""
Genoa, neatly packaged in crates, I was beginning to appreciate ' |
' now all the work and time that had gone into-getting them to
"Burope, : o

collecting them when the mother unexpectedly returned. His -
oys, including his gunbearer, had promptly scampered up trees
nd. Carr had been knocked down by the charging lioness,
While she was standing over him considering where to take the
iext: bite, Carr’s gunbearer managed to climb down from the
Aree and shoot her. :
- Carr had a pair of tame white rhinos for which he was asking
17:000, Although white rhinos are rare, such a price was way
‘olit of line. I don’t think Carr seriously wanted to sell them
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_ fon M-M~ﬁm_n6W'méed 0 readily i
ty that there is no demand for wild stock. Buffalos ca

inally the time came to

I wanted to feed the a
had suggested but th

oading all the animals on the ship
er with their food,’ he pointed out, *That would mean I'd

o or three days in Mombasa. If you’'ll agree to waive that -
f the contract, I'll give you the extra time you want here.” .

agreed. It seemed a small point and I could imaginc what
quld -happen if my kicking, struggling wild animals were
d by brute force into strange boxes, nailed up, and left

th. I was still young and inex-

y concerned with my precious animals.

-allowed the animals a week to become accustomed to the
ites and then we started loading. All went smoothly except
the zebras, The men were tired, hot and trying to hurry the
usiness so several zebras got loose. In ten seconds there was
0 ne in the compound ; the teeth and hooves of an infuriated
ra stallion are no joke. Then the animals started to fight

pound to separate them. One zebra jumped on top of a trans-
port box and from hence to the lorry. I went after him and in
e scuffle the zebra kicked me on the right leg. I nearly fainted

transport cage.

‘T'went on helping but my leg began to swell and soon it was
-painful I could hardly hobble around. But at last the animals
rere-loaded and we drove to the nearest station on the Uganda.

ombasa Line. This is the railway, by the way, where con-
struction work was held up for three weeks back in "98 because
man-eating lions kept killing the workmen,
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1
of:dnd-mouth disease which infects domestic. cattle and so us-

cannot.be imported to any country under any conditions.

ong themselves. Willie de Beer and I jumped into the com- -

rom the pain while Willie managed to drag the animal into the

enthe u'oﬁge;"»wei‘e,&lbiﬂe&'bﬁ« to trucks, T said goodbyeutd. -
Willie his assistant ‘'who had done such
ver.the last four months. T had several Aftican boys with me

“it was only- a “six-hour trip to Mombasa so everything

low ‘bridges. The giraffes’ necks stuck up so high that they .
couldn’t go under the bridges so each time the train had to be-

By the time we reached Mombasa, my leg was swollen to.
.twice its natural size and I felt weak and feverish. Then I dis- -

- covered that the ship, a Dutch freighter named Straar Malacea, ’ '

had been delayed for several days. )
I rented a yard where the cages could be put in the shade and

made sure that the animals had plenty of water for it was

stiflingly hot in Mombasa after the cool of the highlands, By * -

After a quick examination, he told me, ‘You have gangrene.
This leg will have to come off.’ U
‘I'd rather die,” I told him, It would mean the end of all .
my ambitions to be a collector. o
‘That’s what they all say when they first hear of an amputa.
tion,’ said the doctor briskly. ‘But you'll get used to the idea -
soon. The new artificial limbs made since the war are marvel- ° .
lous.’ ' v
I'begged him to wait for twelve hours and see if the swelling
wouldn’t go down. After warning me that I wag risking my life, ;-
‘he consented. He dosed me with sulphur and injected me with
enough penicillin to cure a corpse, That was another night I - ©
most certainly didn't sleep. I spent the whole night with my leg -
in a bath of soda, trying to telf myself that it looked and felt .
a little better. My boys came in at regular intervals to report
about the animals and ask for advice, They were a good lot and -
I 'was lucky to have them. -
The next morning, the doctor took another look at my leg
and told me that there was a bare chance it could be saved. I

blubbered like a baby at the news. He told me to stay off it i

.until the ship sailed but the next day my boys reported that
several of the animals were down with heat prostration. I man-
aged to get some crutches and hobbled to the yard. Two of the

121 '

a’'magnificent job-. )

seemed simple from now on. But we hadn’t counted on four - .

~now, I could only walk with the aid of a cane and my leg had -
- blown up like a blimp. I couldn’t slecp that night and jn the - !
morning I sent for a doctor. T

1
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The Straat Malaccq

The. food which the

r e

seanien ran up, Together,

that.the animals must be.load
time jn Mombasa, I was
kept:blacking out at i

gassed out shortly afterwa
o

“The fourth day out, I'd gotu
ten I noticed something s

next tweaty-four hours, - S .
arrived and her captain told me:

finally

‘air maill’ I shouted to theishipping'v agent as he
ver the side, ‘I’ll need them t
“shipping agent nodded and waved, We had already
ed anchor and the ship was moving out of the bay.

rds, Two of the seamen carried

Wwe got the poor beast’s head down.
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still running a high temperature
ntervals, but I supervised the loading:
+as‘1 could, hobbling about on crutches, - ‘

planter had provided for the animalg
but I had no time to examine it. A dig-

ted pping agent was going over the bills of lading and the

p at dawn to check the animals
) trange about one of the giraffes,
ising sun was hitting him full in the face and his whole
ead seemed to have turned chalk-white, I limped over to ex-

, 9-him more close_ly. By God, there was almost no flesh left

his were showing plainly, covered
tatters of skin. I yeiled like

o-get the cargo into: Brazil,*

a madman and some of the

- could not eat or drink, I poured water

- 1 did what I could for the poor animals and the crew heiﬁed

mouths, I found some thick bits of wiry grass lodged in their
lips. Then I pulled out some great thorns, I had carefully speci-

in between the thorns and bring out only the tenderest leaves.,-

the animals cannot separate it.

vided, It was nothing but thorn bush. The Boer had saved him...

self a few pounds by having his boys cut thorn bush instead of L

. providing the hay we'd agreed upon,

food.when I arrived in Mombasa. ‘ ¥
With the help of some of the good-natured seamer, T went

animals alive, Some of the ostriches also were sick. They are

R A

me as best they could. While we were sponging out their

fied, and had it guaranteed in my, contract with the Boer, that .
-only the finest hay be given the giraffes, for I knew that their
mouths were very delicate. In a wild state the giraffes. will - .
‘graze from the tops of thorn bushes but their long tongues lick -

If their fodder is coarse, or is good-and-bad mixed together, L

One of the sailors climbed up to the feeding boxes and’ !
brought me down some of the ‘hay’ which the Boer had pro- .

I knew now why he'd been so eager to have the contract ©
changed. Under the new contract I had no time to check. the -

through the stuff, sorting out what little good material there .
was in it. The cook also contributed some lettuce, bread, pota.. R,
toes, and anything else he could find, so I was able to keep the: .

very nervous birds and at every port the booms swinging cargo

. over their heads drove them frantic, I

to put his neck in a sling but it kept rolling out. As the bird .

had begun to swell again and I was haunted by the prospect of
an amputation. -

After two days of this, we arrived in Cape Town, Five vets .
b 123 e

had to hold up one bird’s
neck constantly with a forked pole so he-could breathe, I tried.. --

down his throat. My leg - .
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" CHAPTER NINE-

Jaguar loose at seq

arose, The dead animals rotted rapidly
yosed of immediately, I wanted

. public officials in full regalia,

. This was the first time giraffes had ever

and the crowds could not

. - cargo of dinosaurs, The giraffes were so completely ta
I could lead them like domestic horses, So a parade

€ ' ‘ - overhead wires, the excited crowd tore the wires down. It was !
‘ ding from Mombasa, we were - the greatest triumph of my life and made up for all the monthg - -
4 tl.xat afternoon, and the Papersstill hadn’t arrived, . “of hardship and disappointments that I'd endured. S
ptain spoke to me not nsympathetically but decided. . A group of wealthy men had ‘purchased a pair of the giraffes. -
sailing,’ he said bluntly, ¢ for the Rio Zoo, a beautifu] place and one of the best equipped

Z00s in the world but possessing no unusual animals, The djs

The ship weighed anchor and put out to sea. I wag ﬁﬁaﬂy on
1y way to Rio with my onty slightly reduced $100,00¢ shipment,
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been seen in Brazil = |
have been more astonished if I'd had< -
me that: -



