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NOTES ON THE MAMMAL FAUNA FROM THE BOTTOM OF LOESS
DEPOSITS AT LONGDAN, DONGXIANG COUNTY , GANSU PROVINCE

Qiu Zhanxiang Wang Banyue Deng Teo Ni  Xijun Wang Xieoming
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology , Chinese Academy o Sciences, Badjing 100044)

Absract

The Longdan mammal fauna was disovered a the basd 30m of the Early He docene loess
depodts in Dongxiang Gounty , Gansu Province. Prior to the present discovery , the Early Peigocene
mammd fosslswere nogly found from fluvial-1acugtrine deposts, and predominantly corfined to the
ead of the Liupanshan Mountain.

The rich fosd| assemblage contains many new forms. Twenty-one goecies were identified and
divided into three groups: 1) forms that are identical with or very smilar to those of the Nihewan
fauna, e. g., Vulps 9., Canis d. C. chihliends (pl. | 2), Pannonictis d. P.
pachygnathus , Pachycrocuta licenti (pl. 14) , Lynx 9. , Nestoritherium 9. , Cododonta . C.
nihowanensis (pl. 11 1) , and possbly Gazdla 9. ; 2) formsthat appear nore primitive than those
o the Nihewan fauna, e. g., Mdes 9., Megantereon . M. nihowarense (pl. | 3),
Homotherium o . H. nestianum , Sivapanthera 9. (pl. 1 1) , and Eguus 9. mov. (pl. 11 2
3) ; and 3) forms that have not been found in the Nihewan fauna: e. g. , Sciuridee gen. & 9.
nov. , Macaca 9. , ? Procynoogphalus 9. (pl. 15) , Sinicuon 9. , Fdisd. F. padaesness,
and Leptobas . (pl. 114). In addtion, the Longdan mammdl assemblage is ill missing some of the
important elements in the Nihewan fauna, such as dasothere, hyrax , camd , etc.'™ The Longdan
fauna is probably dightly older than the Nihewan fauna, here egdimated as around 2Ma B. P.

The primetes, egecialy Macaca which mainly lives in woodland now , of the Longdan fauna
indicate the presence of habitats suitable for the primates in Early Heidocene in this area. In
addition , the Longdan fauna al o contains a low-crowned chalicothere (Negtoritherium) , a browser
living in fores. The faunal conpostion suggests the presence of rather extensve fores coverage in
the vicinity of the Longdan area.

Key words Early Hegocene, mammd fauna, loess, Gansu Province
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