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f‘A/v GOGH HORNS IN/

mehe Guardian Manchester, October 13, 1997.
lhor: ‘Nancy Banks-Smith.

i Gogh isa rhmoceros with attitude. His attitude
v‘lf in doubt, give it a clout.’ Wildlives (BBC2) is

évoted to that endearing species, the camcorder-:_
arrying conservationist: Mike Hearn, a young bi- -

¢ oglst works for Save the Rhino. He was record-

the perambulations of the pitifully few black
no in Namibia. Most were modest mothersv'
xildbirth mustbe agony) but one, Van Gogh, was

b1g male. He’s called Van Gogh because one ear
/s bitten off by a 'hyena and, if that hyena is lis-
g, I raise my hat to you, Sir.

s

oke in the hushed tones of a birdwatcher in
hirch: ‘He’s unaware of our presence but one ear

Vmg around.’ Rhinos, he added, barely breath-
have a reputatron for short temper

\ere was nothmg wrong wrth Van Gogh'’s remain-

"v.

v a very small stone at him: I think there’s a
erb about that. People being charged by rhi-

gh!” just like the comics. Van Gogh moved
thly into a gallop. Steam issued from his ear.
ie:whole frame filled with rhino, then - as if the
fercity to Inverness had passed - there was noth-
g but a drift of dust. Silence fell with a crash. At
I hope it was sﬂence

strange thing was that no one said another word
t this lively incident, no one described their

Gogh was havmg akip undera bush and Mike

g ear. The next frame showed him trottmg pur-

% efully towards the camera. with the curious calm
‘comes with perfect despan, you noticed that:

otiad at least two of everything that mattered. Two -

; for instance. Someone behind the camera.

hould not: throw stones. Someone else went.

¢, no one showed us their scars. Nothing. The
scene showed Save the Rhmo taking off in a

microlight plane They said it was a much better
way of covering large areas. Of course it is. Did I
say anything? Did I? Apparently Wildlives will
keep us au fait with endangered species. Yes,
please. I'm very worried about Mike.

o VERC/I'ES ?

The Guardran Manchester June 12, 1997.

, Author Andrew Meldrum

STUBBORN near-srghted and rapidly dwindling
in numbers, the rhinoceros has charged on to cen-
tre stage at the meetlng of the Convention on In-

_ternational Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)
in Harare.

| Among the 139 CITES member states the discus-

sion about how to protect the threatened rhinoc-
eros populatron is as heated as the debate on con-
serving elephants. The figures are alarming, From

‘a worldwide population of 90,000 in 1970, thinos

now number just 12,500 and 80% are in Africa.

Desplte abanon mternatlonal trade in rhino horn
since 1977, thinos have contmued tobe slaughtered ,
to meet the demand in Asia, where powdered horn
isusedin tradmonal medicines, and Yemen, where

'the horn is pnzed asa dagger handle

. rThe debate centres on whether limited, controlled
" trade in the horn should be allowed to fund rhino

conservation. South Africa - which protects the
rhino most effectively and has the largest popula-
tion at 8,119 - wants to be allowed to begin a legal
trade in horn.” Animal rights groups are fiercely

opposed-to the proposal, and are supported by
- most of the conservation groups. But some scien-

tific experts say South Africa’s scheme may point

‘the ' way towards a sustainable future for the rhi-

noceros. CITES, which has concluded that efforts
to protect the'animal and end the trade in hornhave
failed, says new approaches should be consrdered
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