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GENERAL NOTICE 

NOTICE 885 OF 2011 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFPAIRS 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: BIODIVERSITY ACT, 2004 (ACT NO. 10 OF 2004) 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE NORMS AND STANDARDS FOR THE MARKING OF 

RHINOCEROS HORN AND HUNTING OF WHITE RHINOCEROS FOR TROPHY HUNTING PURPOSES 

I, Bomo Edith Edna Molewa, Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, hereby, in terms of section 100 of 
the Act, publish for public comment amendments to lhe norms and standards for the marking of rhinoceros 
horn and hunting of white rhinoceros for trophy hunting purposes, as set out In the Schedule hereto. For the 

. convenience of the public the amendments are indicated in bold and underlined. 

Any person who wishes to submit representations or comments In connection with the proposed 
amendments to the norms and standards is invited to do so within 30 days of the date of this notice. All 
representations and comments _pu~1 be submitted in writing to the Director-General of the Department of 
Environmental Affairs: · 

By post to: The Director-General: Environmental Affairs 
Attention: Ms Magdel Boshoff 
Private Bag X44 7 
Pretoria, 0001 

By fax to: (012) 320 7026, and by e-mail to mboshoff@Jinvirormeot.gov.za 

Com:""\~ ~ lhe. closing date may not be coosldered. 

~.v. ... _ .. , f 

BOMO EDITH EDNA MOLEWA 
MINISTER OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

http://greengazette.co.za/departments/envonmental
http://greengazette.co.za/departments/envonmental
http://greengazette.co.za/acts/act_1969-049
http://greengazette.co.za/acts/act_1969-049
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GENERAL EXPLANATORY NOTE: 

( ] Words in bold typed in square brackets indicate text deleted from existing enactments. 

Words underlined with a solid line indicate text inserted in existing enactments. 

SCHEDULE 

NORMS AND STANDARDS FOR THE MARKING OF RHINOCEROS HORN AND HUNTING OF WHITE 
RHINOCEROS FOR TROPHY HUNTING PURPOSES 

1. Marking of rhino horn: 

1.1 All live rhinos sold and transported after the commencement of these norms and standards that 
have not been micro-chipped before, whether on privatelv O'Ml~ or state land must be micro
chipped with one microchip in each of the horns. All individual detached rhino horns in private or 
state possession must be micro-chipped in accordance with [Regulation 70 of) the prescriptions qf 
the Threatened or Protected Species (TOPS) Regulations, published in Notice No. R. 152 of 23 
February 2007, as amendedJ(TOPS).] or any su~seauent r8$lulatlons amendina or reDiacina the 
said reaulations. 

1.2 When an application for the possession of rhino horn is submitted to the issuing authority, 
information on the circumference, inner length and outer length of each individual detached hom, 
as well as the weight thereof, must be provided by the applicant. In addition to this infonnation the 
applicant must photograph each horn. Photographs must be of a good quality for easy 
identification of horns. The photographs must accompany the application. These requirements are 
applicable to all individual detached horns obtained after commencement of these norms and 
standards. 

1.3 Before a possassion permit is issued by the issuing authority, an official must conduct an 
inspection of the horn and verify the information supplied by the applicant. 

1.4 Rhino horns originating from natural mortalities, or obtained as a result of dehorning of rhinos. or 
horns already in legal private possession[&], and which are not micro-chipped, must be micro
chipped by the permit issuing authority and all relevant information as prescribed above, must be 
captured from the date of commencement of these norms and standards. Mortalities must be 
reported to the issuina authority as soon as possible after the death of the animal. (Micro
chipping of individual detached rhino horns must be done by the relevant ISBUing 
authority.) The owner of the rtlino hom is responsible for the costs Incurred by the issuing 
authority to purchase the microchips. 

1.5 The provincial issuin~ authorities must keep the above Information [must be kept in a provincial) 
on the TRAFFIC rhino horn stockRile databaee and any chang~ resulting from translocation, 
export out of a province, natural mortalities, hunting etc. must be reflected in such database. The 

http://greengazette.co.za/government-gazette
http://greengazette.co.za/acts/act_1969-049
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na~onal Department of Environmental Affairs CD~Al [and Tourism (DEAn will develop the 
database and] must [keep] maintain [a) the national database. 

2. Management of the hunting of white rhino: 

2.1 Trade in individual rhino horns and any derivates or products of the horns are prohibited in terms 
of a national moratorium which has been [approved by MlnMec and) published in Gazette No. 
31Q99 (Notice No. 148). rGovemment Gazette No. 21301 fN9tlet No. B35J.1 Only horns that are 
exported as part of a hunting trophy may be exported with the necessary TOPS and Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) permits. 

2.2 All rhino hunts must be stricUy controlled by means of an individual TOPS hunting permH issued by 
the issuing authority [and must not be Included on TOPS standing permits or game farm 
hunting permits. This will] !Q ensure that all rhino homs can be traced to the property where lhe 
hunt took place. The huntinf.1 of rhino mav therefore not be authorized in terms of ' ~,tan~ing per111it 
for aame farms or a Qame farm hun~na permi~. 

2.3 All applications for the hunting of rhino received by the issuing authorities must be referred to the 
Directorate: Regulation and Monitoring Services at DEA(TJ for recommendation within the time 
frame as [provided for in tel'llll of Regulation 8 of) Dres~ri~ in the TOPS ~eJ)ui.,.~Ofls. This 
will enable DEA[T) to compile a database for hunters and ensure that a hunter does not hunt more 
than one animal in different provinces within a 12-month oeriod [per year). 

2.4 Rhino hunts must [should, where possible,] take place under the supervision of a conservation 
official, preferably an environmental management insptet9r from the province concerned. subject 
to a permit being issued in the name of the hunter. Such official Qr insoector. whose contact details 
must be provided by the issuing authority, must be Informed by the permit holder of the date and 
place of the hunt at least 24 hours before it takes place. 

2.5 A person may only hunt and export one rhino for trophy purposes within a 12-month oeri~. (per 
year.] 

2.6 A person (will not be allowed to] mav not export the horns of a rhino hunted as a trophy in 
personal baggage~ [and horns may not be eeparated from the rest of the trophy Immediately 
after the hunt All parts of the trophy, Including the hom must be transported to the 
taxidermist.] The horns must be traf\SDOrted from the addre~s where t11e hu(lt took Dlace direcUv 
to the taxidermist or similar facility to be orocessed and creo•red for exoo~tiqn. The horns must 
be transoorted to the taxidermist or similar facilitv QY lheprQ.f"slQnal hunter who accomoanled th.e. 
hunter: or the huntinQ outfitter who oraanized the hunt: or the hunter. In the case wt~ere ~e hunter 
transoorts the horns, it must be transoort(!d under •u~rvislon of the relevantprof~'ional hunter 
or hunting 9utfitter. 

2. 7 [T]If not ~lreadv micro-chipoed, the horns must be micro-chipped on the property where the hunt 
took place immediately after the hunt. [in the caae where an offtcial supervised the hunt If it Is 
not already micro chipped. In the case where an official did not supervise the hunt, the 
rhino hom must be micro-chipped] before it is transported from the property where the hunt 

http://greengazette.co.za/departments/envonmental
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took place. Only an official from the Issuing authority may mlcro·chlp the horns of the hunting 
trophy, 

2.8 The professional hunting. register must be completed Immediately after termination of the hunt. 

2.9 The TOPS hunting permK must be signed by the hunter before commencement of the hunt. The 
owner or the manager of the game farm must sign off the permit after termination of the hunt, to 
confirm the success of the hunt. Jhe o{flcla.L_ot _,nvlronl)1etUJ1 rn,,_na.Qtl!ltrU JilJ.Qft9lOt, Who 
a~~nQ~ ~ ~ijflj. rnuft JmmQdiatelv 0, thO-.IMIJ qro,v!d.e OEA with information "J~qna to ~ 
hunt and ~he rJrleyant;nlqro-¢llo n~mbe('S. 

2.10 The hunting permit and a copy of the professional hunting register must accompany the rhino 
products (including the horns) which forms part of the hunting trophy, when being transported 
between destinations. 

2.11 The CITES export permit for the white rhino trophy. which my~t be aC9Qmp~ni.~~ py -~ crqpv of the 
JOP§ . ~49Un$1 permit. must be endorsed by an environmental manaaement insoector 
(conservation official at the port of exit] prior to the export of the trophy. 

3. DNA •amDI" of rhino hon_11: 

~.1 DNA. samples qf the homs must be collected w~ live rhln~ ~re ~arlJ~ fQf @lt[~Qil} 
tre!ltment pr ~~v ~r fT)anaaement ouroose. 

U ~hen detac~ed ~oms referred tl) in Paragraph 1.4 qr ParagrJR.h_ ~.? ~re !tllct'9'c~!Ppedl QfiA 
·~mot~Hil~~t);!ejllsp bf Qolleote~ tit t,he SE(fTII! time. 

U I;)JjA ~~lll~les mu.st be QO!Jepted bv the fqllowirtg personJ: 
3c3c1 ~NP~!~_Vfltrlnnn rfi)Qnsiple forth' ~~1\Q of a live rhl~o; 
.3.3.2 An pfflcla) frOIJJ...W! ISf_ulpp _ fYth.o~ty !f@P.PQ&lble _for tbe mlqrq-chloolpg t;~f_~9ma Jeje(I1CI 

to In Paraaraph 1.4. and whQ has been aa_equatelv tral~ In the cqii~Uon qf_ ~~~ 
JB!tiDJes; or 

3.3.3 The . cqnserv,tlon official or envlrqnmental rnanaaement insQ&Ctor who t~APel)lse.s the 
hunt, and who has been adeau~tely trJJ(lt~ In the cQ!Ieo\_lon 9f DNA samoles. 

3.4 The DNA samole must be sent to the Vete~m~ry ~O§)IIQ~ Laboratorv of the Faculty of Veterinary 
Science at Onderstepoort. as ~oon as oo'si~le fit~r it h~~ Wken. 
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