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the mountains of the Zuurberg and Nicuveld ranges, and then by i \(E\ 3 ll I P
the rivers Riet and Buffles through the bleak wilderness of Namaqua- g X ;':: ‘5 23
fand to the Atlantic shore. N\ =22 %,i

To the central group of British officials in Capetown, under the - S ‘§ g & EE
aristocratic Lord Charles Somerset, these movements towards the A £ S8 38
Colony’s fronticr and beyond posed a problem of administrative - < 58% EL
control; while to the Boer farmers they offered not only new lands e LY :fg E::
but possible freedom from British rule.! To Robert Moffat and 3 38 € 3¢
his four young companions—John Taylor, James Kitchingman, i =2
Evan Evans, and John Brownlee—the Cape and its expanding
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fronticr suggested fresh realms of service; an idea which met with v 3 }9&.'?: ;ﬁ{z

a very cool reception from Lord Charles Somerset, who allied g : \a NE \( 3RS g

missions with the detested growth of Methodism in the army at the ) * %\“ o 5

Cape and was determined in any case to give no encouragement to . SIhE S g

missionary cstablishments beyond the Colony’s border.? i £2 C 032;&' 3 R
Governor Somerset had some well-founded reasons for his f \-:%-—"Q% ? N 5 $

suspicions of missions and his opposition to their expansion. Almost i EORE -r 3 : "l"‘?\_?L-’u? :

everybody and everything to do with them were in bad odour at f g~ Nz, £8.233 §) 1 \\"-,_: f

the Cape. Memories were still fresh of the ‘Black Circuit’ of 1812, H og -‘g’;;L'{;E;a’ of 3 so‘

in which the missionary James Read’s accusations against Boer i g =7 9(0 § ) 3

farmers in the Graaff Reinct and Uitenhage areas for ill-treatment of | . Z §° 2 g &

their Hottentot servants were investigated. A thousand witmesses— i 2 E € °F 3 §

farmers and Hottentots—were summoned to the four-months’ Q- £ 8 O

assize, and, while twelve charges out of thirty-six for murder and ' © H § &

violence were proven, the general indictment of the government ‘ 3

L2

and the local Landdrosts was not upheld. The name of the London

. E 5 5?::- A
Mission and all its emissaries became an object of obloquy to the "; Y E: »5;‘.%
colomst. ﬁ:lrmc.rs.” . . ¢ g ’{;/‘ ;§/ L&
Administratively, too, the missions of the London Socicty were k - & ; £):7 i 2
lacking in a central authority. Their pioneer lcader, the eccentric A/’)é s s Y o8 S
Dutchman Johannes van der Kemp, had died in 1811 leaving behind ; e % s E -k g--'i;-"ci %
no colleaguc of comparable eminence or education to lead the <y g E %% &
missions. Every man spoke for himsclf and acted on the sole author- : § ° E 3
ity of his conscience, which in every case was sensitive to the lot of . s < *
the Hottentots, the dark-skinned people scattered at about three to !

the squarc mile from Table Bay to the Fish River, and who had |
gradually come to be economically dependent on the Dutch farmers.
1 Walker, 203. 2 Taylor to Burder 26.1.17 LMS. 3 du Plessis, 132ff.
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ROBERT MOFFAT: PIONEER IN AFRICA

ferocious than some tribes; buc this is saying little in commendation
of those who could with impunity rob, murder, lie, and exchange
wives. No matter how disgraccful the action might be, or what
deccit, prevarication, duplicity, and oaths, were required to support
it, success made them perfectly happy in a practice in which most
were adepts. 22

Bchind Moffat amongst the Bechuana rose the massive edifice
of evangelical Britain, with its concern about the statc of the in-
dividual soul, the recognition of sin, and the need for repentance
and conversion. He transposcd the familiar techniques of one
religious climate into another, and expected the same kind of
responses; and, while frequently depressed at the barrenness of the
soil, and the absence of any harvest worth calling a harvest, those
very metaphors helped to sustain him. Seedtime and harvest were
within the divine ordering and were not to be presumed or antici-
pated. Moffat would have been frustrated by lightning success. He
was made for the long haul. ‘Often have we met together to read
the word of God, that never-failing source of comfort, and, con-
tented with being only the pioncers, have poured out our souls in
prayer for the perishing heathen around. There were seasons when,
by faith in the sure word of promise, we could look beyond the
“gloomy hills of darkness” and rejoice in the full assurance of hope
in the approaching latter-day glory’. Tucked away in the forechest
of his wagon werc those 587 quarto pages in his own copper-plate
script of the cvangelical theology of Messts. Bogue and Roby—his
mentors in the faith of which the Bechuana got full benefit, and
Moffat the satisfaction of fulfilling his calling.

3

His first period on the Kuruman River at New Lattakoo was very
short. It lasted only from March to July 1820, for the authorities in
Capetown were still nervous about his presence beyond the colonial
fronticr and the desirability of reinforcing the missions with new
recruits.?® Philip, in Capetown, failed to persuade the government
on Moffat’s behalf, and the young couple were forced to go back to
Griqua Town, but not before a gleam of uncxpected thanksgiving
shonc from out of the west. His old friend Afrikaner came riding

22 Labours 24 23 R M. to R.M. Senr, 18.9.20 NA.
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Shaka and his rival Zwidc. In numbers, the Hlubi could muster over
8,000 people, to the Ngwane 4,000 and the Shaka Zulu 2,000—but
numbers were unavailing in face of the skilled battering the Hlubi
reccived from Matiwane, which sent them off across the Drakens-
berg where some of them froze to death in the passes. After crossing
the mountain barrier, this fugitive Hlubi horde found itself in the
land of the Batlokoa, probably in the upper Wilge Valley region of
the modern Harrismith, with old scores to pay off against the “"'"9""‘&
Batlokoa, then ruled by their formidable woman ruler, Mantatisi. N

This warrior widow of the Batlokoa was cvidently a terrifying
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as they clashed and scattered on the veld. Beaten in the north of the
Free State by the invading Hlubi (later known to the Boer Trekkers
as the Fingo), Mantatisi retreated southwards, where she met the
Bafokeng (later known as the Makololo) and drove them north-
wards. In the south of the Free State, round the mountain of Kurut-
lele, between the Vet and the Sand Rivers, she defeated more
Bafokeng and scattered them across the Vaal to join the other
fugitives as they roamed north-westwards.”
No wonder that rumours of her valour and campaigning skill
spread across the veld. She was supposed to nourish her warriors at
-her own breast, and to be at the head of an invincible host laying all
the world waste in its march® Although the name ‘Mantatecs’
smote terror over the veld, as Moffat records, Mantatisi and her
people never crossed the Vaal and were certainly not present at the
battle of Lattakoo, where the tribal hordes broke against Moffat’s
gencralship and the rifles of the Griquas.
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The name ‘Mantatees’ was used indiscriminately for all sorts of
marauding groups coming from the east during this period of
mfecane, even being used by some to include the Matabele—then
cmerging on their own independent trek out of Zululand.?

THE
GREAT BANTU TREKS
1822 — (840

2

By expelling the Bafokeng (Makololo) across the Vaal by 1822, ,
Mantatisi had also prompted another of the great treks of the Bantu

? Bryant, 151, 8 How, 70, and Smith GL n. 371. % Smith GL n. 371.
90
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ROBERT MOFFAT. PIONEER IN ATFRICA

Another reliable Matabele, Siatsha, whose father came as a youth
with Mosclekatse into Matabeleland, is even more explicit:

Mzilikazi and his people moved on and cventually met Mr.
Moffat . . . advised Mazilikazi to go cast until he came to a large open
spacc with a long hill in the centre . . . a suitable home for the Matabele.
Acting on his advice Mzilikazi moved cast until he came to the junction
of the Gwaai and the Bembezi rivers . . . he then turned south-cast up
the Bembezi River and ceventually found the two hills described by
Mr. Moffat and now known as ‘Ntaba ye Zinduna’ and Maxim Hill . . .4

This tradition is hard to reconcile with the fact that Moffat’s
last personal contact with the Matabele was in the Transvaal in
1835, and that he himself knew nothing further of them until the
journcy of 1854. But it may have been that amongst his admonitions
to Mosclekatse in 1835 Moffat pointed to the north as a way of
cscape from the pressure of the Zulus and the Bocers, and that a
possible route lay through the Bechuana country; for it was this
route which Mosclekatse took after his defeat, following roughly in
the footsteps of the Makololo who had gone this way in 1823, after
the battle of the ‘Mantatcees’, and eventually reaching the shapely hill
of the Intabas Induna near Bulawayo in 1838, which is normally
considered to be the foundation date of the Matabele nation.®

1

In his despotic isolation Mosclckatse had not forgotten that his
seclusion was picrced in 1847 by the brilliant commando of his old
Bocr cnemy, Andries Hendrik Potgieter, who had been the prime
instrument in ousting him from the Transvaal. This determined,
‘obstinate, conservative, old patriarch’ (he was only s51),% in his
blue blouse, short coat, moleskin trouscrs and wide-brimmed straw
hat, was persistently trek-minded, secing in it a ready answer to the
Boers” immediate domestic problems as well as the fulfilment of a
land drcam which might give the northern farmers access to the
sca.” Whatever the reasons for it, this Boer thrust into Southern

4 Nadu (Pitout) 1953 s7fF.; also (Jackson) 1927 21 and Nada (EH.B.) 1035 14fT,
(Carbutt) 1948 38ff & (Sigola) 1959 87ff.; PRSA (Possclt) 1919 18ff.; R.M., to
D.L. 29.10.57; I, L. Bruce Coll.

5 Hughes, Ndebele, 49. 8 Bulpin, Lost Trails in Transvadl, o1.
7 Tredgold, Matopos, 62.
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wanted Livingstone himself# Morcover, he ardently desired some-
onc associated with Moffat as an insurance against his most powerful
cnemies, the Matabele. The Makololo ‘undoubtedly liked and
respected Livingstone for himself, but it was as Moffat’s son-in-law
that they wanted him permanently among them. They were not
interested at all in the other missionaries who came to settle among -
them’.? It may well have been Sckeletu's sharp disappoinement that
no one with a Moffat-Livingstonc conncection came with the new
missionaries that led to Sckeletu’s abominable bchaviour towards
them, which contrasted so sharply with his polite manners to Living-
stone, who, according to Gluckman’s view, broke faith with the
Makololo by not going himself to lead them, as they had hoped,
into the dricr uplands across the Zambesi.0

Did Livingstone also break faith with the mission itself in not
mecting the party at Linyanti? Was there any undertaking to do so?

zOmée_,,' 3
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On this the Livingstone historians are divided. Lovett, the L.M.S. ' OGhanzi > Slotthakane
historian, says there was an arrangement,!* but offers no evidence; [

while Blaikic says ‘No",12 and Campbell quotes Livingstone’s own ‘ l\ SBAMA’%GWATO
sentence in a letter to Tidman after visiting the scene of the disaster ' \e:)p‘;fapyeo

in August, 1860: ‘I was too late to render the aid which I had fondly KALAHARI Shoshong?

hoped to afford.”? Seaver is of the opinion that nodefinite promise “ DESERT L -~ oMahalap
was made but that it was Livingstone’s purpose to arrive at Linyanti ophepe

about the same time as the mission party,4 and undoubtedly : BAKWENA |

Helmore, as leader, was anxious to be there in time to mect the f /’

doctor and be introduced by him to the Makololo.? In the pathetic _ ofsane Molepaloleg c

scrap of a journal which Isabella Price kept of the ill-fated venture, ; Likhubag;gzgn . "bero?;;wo”WA
she records that ‘nothing has been heard here of Livingstone’ and : Kanye @ /Ramoutsa

BANGWAKETSEf oLobatsi] TR ANSVAAL
Ramathlabama

Mafekinlg

suggests that consequently ‘our course is rather obscure’ 18

2 i
With a scratch team of oxen, Moffat left Kuruman on January s, :
1861, on his single-handed venture. The disaster must have lain

Tsabong ©

THE MAKOLOLO
/7 Ny MISSION ROUTE

8 Zambesi Jowrnal A3 20.3.59 NA.

® Zambesi Narrative, 300; and Gluckman, Listener, 22.9.55. ! CAPE 'dLithakong

19 Travels 431. N Lovett i G19. ! // (0LD LATTAKOO) | 859 — | 86 |
12 Blaikie, 231. 18 Campbell, Livingstone, 270. { PROVINCE oKuruman

M Scaver, 315. 15 Mackenzie, 39. Taungs ©

18 Journal, Isabella Price 21.2.60 LMS; R.M. to J.S.-M. 8.1.61 NA.
298




ROBERT MOTFFAT:. PIONEER IN AFRICA

Smith Lind Life and Times of Daniel Lindley (E. W. Smith)
1949

Stow Races of South Africa 1905

Tabler The Far Interior, Capctown 1955

Travels Livingstone’s Missionary Travels 1857

Walker History of South Africa 1935

Wallis MJI Matabele Journals (Vol. 1) 1945

Wallis MJII Matabele Journals (Vol. 2) 1945

Wallis MM Matabele Mission of J. S. and E. Moffat 1945

(N.B. In datc abbreviations 18 . . . is omitted throughout.)

MANUSCRIPT SOURCES

THE Robert and Mary Moffat papers in the National Archives in
Salisbury Southern Rhodesia (referred to as NA) are arranged in
four main groups: Correspondence (Mg/1/1-18) for the years 1808,
1810-28, 1830-72; visits to Mosclckatse (Mg/2); Sundry Journals
(Myg/3) and Miscellancous including family reminiscences (Mo/s).
The 813 letters in the correspondence group cover Moffat’s life from
his Scottish boyhood to the cve of his leaving Africa. They are a
mixturc of official communications to the L.M.S. of which Moffat
usually madc drafts to keep in his own files; letters to and from his
family, and letters within the family which have not been used in
any modern study of Moffat. The discovery of these papers in the
saddle room of Mr. Livingstone Moffat’s farin at Quagga’s Kerk at
Tarkastad in Cape Province, South Africa in 1941, provided an
important sourcc of historical cvidence for southern Africa between
1817 and 1870.

Moflat wrote a tightly packed, copperplate hand and somectimes
wrotc cross-wisc over his own hand-writing to save paper which,
like Livingstonc’s, was often large foolscap. The Letter-Journals,
written to Mary as he jogged on in the wagon, are of prime import-
ance for the history of the Christian faith in Bechuanaland and
Southern Rhodesia. The Journals of 1854 and 1857 offer main
evidence for the remarkable personal relationships between Mosele-
katsc and Moffat which is examined in Appendix 1.

Allied to this material in the Salisbury Archives are 113 letters
associated with John Smith Moffat and his wifc Emily, including

346

MANUSCRIPT SOURCES

22 from Livingstone chicfly about the Matabele and Makololo
missions which he instigated. There arc another §3 letters from
Livingstonc to Moffat, written between 1844 and 1856, when
they were close colleagues in the Bechuana Mission, in the posses-
sion of Miss Diana Livingstone Bruce, and since edited and
published by Professor Schapera in Family Letters 1959.

The other main manuscript source is in the archives of the London
Missionary Society (referred to as LMS). It consists of Correspondence
from Cape Colony (1817-1823), a mixture of very individualistic
letters from missionaries and formal reports to the Society. Moffat’s
own first letters arc youthful and naive. One morc mature letter he
incorporated in his Missionary Labours (1842), as a description of his
Namagqualand venture. The Bechuanaland Correspondence extends
from 1820 to 1870, again a mixture of letters and reports from men
in lonely placcs and with Moffat’s long letters packed with observa-
tions about native life. A great deal of this found its way, in various
forms, into annual reports and missionary magazines. In Paris, the
archives of the Société des Missions Evangéliques de Paris (referred to
as PMS) has a carefully arranged scries of Bechuana Mission Letters
1837-66, and the Church Missionary Society in London has a box
of papers and letters about its ill-starred South Africa mission.
Moffat wrote regularly to the Bible Socicty in London and his
letters in the Society’s archives run from 1830-1857.

In compiling a Moffat family pedigree I used the Miscellancous
Collection of papers in the Salisbury Archives in addition to the
Parish Registers for Ormiston and Pencaithland (at the Register
House Edinburgh) and the Customs and Excise Registers 1797-1811
at the King’s Beam House London. In these scarches I had welcome
help from Mr. J. F. Mitchell of Edinburgh. In the L.M.S. Archives
there are also $3 letters to friends which Moffat wrote after his
retirement, some sixty scrmon notes, and his manuscript copies of
William Roby’s theological lectures and David Bogue’s missionary
lecturcs—587 quarto pages—the only formal vocational training he
ever had. The sources for Appendix 2 on the work of the Kuruman
Press are given there.

Mary Moffat herself was a lively correspondent as her manuscript
Journal (LMS) of her voyage to the Cape in 1818 shows. Corres-
pondence with her family and friends, now in the archives of Rhodes

347
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University, Grahamstown, is full of domestic obscrvations. In
Salisbury the allied Moffat papers collected by H. U. Moffat
(Premicr, Southern Rhodesia 1927) and John Smith Moffat have
been referred to as well as the relevant Colonial Office Papers in
the Public Records Office London 1850-59, and the Horace Waller
Papers in Rhodes Housc, Oxford. A poignant personal journal is
that of Isabella Price (LMS) who perished in the Makololo
venture.

Visits to the Northern Cape, to the Bechuanaland Protectorate
and to Southern Rhodesia showed the kind of country Moffat and
his colleagues were pitted against. While travel conditions arc easier
now the Africa of Moffat and Livingstonc is still there to be reckoned
with.

PRINTED SOURCES

Tue main references to Printed Sources are contained in the “Ab-
breviations”, but the following should be added. Place of publication
London, unless otherwisc stated:

A Narrative of the First Introduction of
Christiauity amongst the Barolong Tribe
of Bechuianas, Sonth Africa, 1865
Moffat’s Farewell Services 1843

Some Letters from Livingstone (cd.) 1940
The South African Melting Pot 1937
Diary of Rev. Francis Owen (ed.) 1837,
Capctown 1926 (Van Riebeck Society)
Select Constitutional Documents of South
Africa 1795-1910, Capctown 1018

A Tour in South Africa 1851

The Wild Sports of Southern Africa 1839
Memoirs of the Rev. Walter Inglis (ed.
Cochirane) Torontoand Edinburgh 1887
The Diary of Dr. Andrew Smith 1824-
36 (ed. 2 vols. 1939-40) Capetown
Letters of the American Missionaries 1835-
38 (ed. 1950) Capetown (Van Riebeck
Society)

348

BROADBENT 8.

CAMPBELL JORN (cd.)
CHAMBERLIN D.
CLINTON D. K.

* CORY G. E.

EYBERS G. W.
FREEMAN J. J.
HARRIS W. C.

" KIRBY I R.

KOTZE D. J.

LIVINGSTONE D.

L.M.S.

- MOFFAT R. U.

PHILIP JOUN

- THOMAS T. M.

1

THOMPSON G.

The Zambesi Expedition 1858-63 (ed.
Wallis 2 vols. 1956)

Private Journals 1851-53 (cd. I. Schapera
1960)

Anittal Reports (1820-70), and Quarterly
Transactions (1815-32)

John Smith Moffat 1921

Researches in South Africa 1828 (2 vols.)
Eleven Years in Central South Africa
1872 .
Travels and Adventures in  Sonthern
Africa 1827

The following have also been referred to:

AFRICANA

AFRICAN STUDIES

AGAR-HAMILTON J. A. 1.

BROOKES E. H,

BROWN J. T.
BULPIN T. V.

CARNEGIE D.
CHAPMAN JAMES

DEBENHAM F,

DOKE C. M.
EDWARDS I. E.

FINDLAY G. G. and

HOLDSWORTH W, W,

FORTES M. and EVANs-
PRITCHARD E. E.

- GROVES C. P,

HOLDEN WwW. C.

Notes and News. Africana Society,
Johannesburg, 1943,

African Studies (formerly Bantu Studics)
Johannesburg, 1927

The Road to the North 1937

The History of Native Policy in Sonth
Africa 1924

Among the Bantu Nomads 1926

Lost Trails of the Transvaal 1956,
Capetown

Among the Matabele 1894

Travels in the Interior of South Africa
1868, 2 vols.

The Way to llala, David Livingstone’s
Pilgrimage 1955

Bantu Studies 1945

Towards Emancipation, A Study in S.
Africa Slavery, Cardiff, 1942.

History of the Wesleyan Methodist Mis-
sionary Society 1922, vol. 4

African Political Systems (ed.) 1940

The Planting of Christianity in Africa
(4 vols.) 1948-58

History of the Colony of Natal 18ss,
Capctown
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HOLE H. M.

HUGHES A. J. B. and VAN
VELSEN J.
JONES N.

JOUSSE T.
KANE N. §.

MACCRONE 1. D.

* MACKENZIE W, D,

MACMILLAN W, M,
MANNONI O,

MASON PHILIP
MOFFAT MAXWELL

MOFFAT R. JR.
MOUNFHIELD A,
“MzIKI” (CAMPBELL A. A.)

NEUMARK S. D,
NORTHCOTT CECIL
POSSELT F. W. T,

PRICE E. L.

RHODES-LIVINGSTONE
INSTITUTE

ROBINSON W. G.

The Passing of the Black Kings 1932
The Making of Rhodesia 1926
Lobengula 1929

The Ndebele of Southern Rhodesia 1955

Early Days and Native Ways in Southern
Rhodesia 1925, Bulawayo

My Friend Kumalo 1945, Bulawayo

The Pre-History of Southern Rhodesia
1949, Bulawayo

La Mission Frangaise an Sud de I Afrique
(2 vols. 1889), Paris

The World’s View: The Story of Southern
Rhodesia 1954

Race Attitudes in South Africa 1937,
Johannesburg

Johu Mackenzie 1902

The Cape Colour Question 1927

Bantu, Boer and Briton 1929

Prospero and Caliban: The Psychology of
Colonisation 1956

The Birth of a Dilemma 1958

Short History of the Family of Moffat
1908, St. Helier, Jerscy

Journeys in South Aftica, R.G.S. Journal
Vol 28, 1858

Short History of Independent Methodism
1905

Rise and Fall of the Matabele 1926,
Bulawayo

The South African Frontier 1957
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