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THE ONE HORNED RHINOCEROS OF INDIA.

Rhinoceros Indicus. Cuv.

An animal of this species has recently arrived in . this city,
the first time it has been seen in a living state, in America.
He has always been of great rarity, not more than five or six
having, at different periods, been brought to Europe since the
year 1593, when the first living -specimen was presented to the
King of Portugal. One is now living in the menagerie at the
Jardin des Plantes, in Paris. It would.seem that he was better
known to the ancients, since we have accounts of him from Pliny,
Dion, Cassius, and others, from whom we learn that. he was fre-
quently exhibited in their circus and triumphal shows. The one
horned kind is the only one which has been brought alive, in mo-
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It is remarkable, as proving the changes which our globe has un-
dergone, that this race of animals, which is now confined to tropical
regions, has existed in former days in the more temperate and cold
districts of Europe, in company with the Elephant and other tropi-
cal animals of the present day. In the year 1771, the entire car-
case of a species, named by Cuvier, R. tichorinus, was- dug from the
ice in Siberia, with part of the skin still adhering to it This ani-
mal was larger than the African species, was furnished with two
horne, and was remarkable for having thick strong hair on its hide,
as if it had been peculiar to a cold climate. The fossil bones of this
species have been found in other parts of Europe, chiefly in France.
The bones of another species, R. leptorhinus, Cuv. smaller than
the preceding, and likewise having two horns, have been found in a
fossil state in Italy ; and a third species, the smallest of the race,
named by Cuvier, R. minutus, about the size ot a Hog, was disinter-

red from the depth of 60 feet below the surface of the earth, at St.
Laurens, in France.
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