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A FAMOUS NEWSPAPER HOAX.
- BY T. L CONNERY.

Frox Lime 10 time I have soen allusions here and there
in the nowspapers of the country to the famoua wild-benst
hoax of the New York: Herild, and dately in the Jouraatise
there was something said about certain people suppnsed to
have invented and written it, which rrnmpm me o prepare
a true history of the extraordinary huposition, which one
wriler has p d **the mast ful and beastly
since the memorsble moon hoax in the enrly days of the
New York Snsn.”

As 1 1eas to same extent connected with the houx, 1 thay
be pandoned for suyivg that I am qualiftedd to give ity vesa.
cions history, which has sever heen pablisbed, nnd grorasn:
pery wiagna faf; for unfortnoatedy, in it worse sense, [ was
the originator of it, though, fn sell-justification 1 enn add,
with no intention of really palining olf n gigantic hoax on
the publie, Mf objeet was entirely good—1a warn the pub-
lic and the authordties of an impending dunger, 1 wns the
.wlom-sold person myself in the Unlual Sintes by my vwn
Idea,

While } was still in charge of the Herald, and beforg the
elevated milrad was rasving, I bud the hubit of walking
through the Park every morning on my way down to husiness.
Nenrly always [ took in the menagerie, tinding greut amuse.
ment in watching the habits of the noimals, nbont whose
cages thers was ultavs assembled u crowd of dolighted 1i-
te children and theie uurses.  One duy I reached thy spat
Just iy the altendants were abont to tranafer a leopard from
an animal-carriaga to a cuge, aud I stopped to watel u pro-
ceeding 1 had never until then beheld.” Through eureless-
ness, I sappose, the operation was bungled, and, to my lior-
vor, I saw the ankmal slip hetween carriage and coge. T
s100 rooted 1o the spot, expecting that the next move would
be n spring for freedom by the lcopnrd.  “There wore hun-
dreds of people ol about,'and that legpard, if so minded,
would have had po trouble ubout a fine morning mesl, But

it was nut destined to run-at large, for quicker than you

could gount o humlved the t was covared by the long
iron rody n the haods of attendants and driven loto {ts cage,
with the door securcly fastesed. But the lncident, as may
well by imagined, made a deep lmpresslon upon me. The
possibile resulta from a futare possible accldent, the curnage
among the | 1s, the of the whole city
over the unexpected appeumnce of Me, Loupard biere, there,
and everywhere about the town, rose beforo my Jmagian-
tion, aud by the time T rearhed corner of Aun 8 aud
Breadway my mind was full of it. My first lmipulse was to
enll publie nllention ta the recident and Lo ;{ivu th¢ men-
ngerie men o sound scolding throngh the: columns of the
American Thunderer; but 1 thonght better of it \.\ bat
wonld be the use of a little acolding and a few warnings?
“The menagerie men wonld only be a little mare careful for
a while, and hen relapse into their old habits, It I

“1he infamous hoax,” though i1s tremendous leader on the
subject was certainly mthor hysteriml, owing perhaps o
the desite of the theo editor—'* A Memixr of Parbiuinent "—
to do us much damage as possible to its more prosperous
and enterpitlsing vival, the flerald,

Ausony tiie writers of the Ifzreld ut the time were two
very brilliant young men, Nr. Jaseph 1. C. Clarke and Mr,
Hurry O'Consor, gifted with very vivid maginations, 'Con.
nor (now dewd, poor fellow) had diztinguichel Limsell by
many bright humorous actichs wbich nttmeted the attin-
tou of the country, 1im L selecied first to work up my
wild-beast hoax; bt when he Drought bis copy 1 found be
Bhad begon it in i way that ditasatr t im-
position in the very fivst purugraphs. I then comnitted the
task to Mr, Clarko; wl in s fow days he had elsbomted the
little skeleton of a phin T guve bim futo te full page of
ghawtly and lifelike pictures a8 it was inally published in
the Hernld. 10 there in any credibdue to the writer of ** the
most suecessful and beastly sinee the memmable moon
houx,” it belongs to peninl Joe Clinke,

1L wonld be out of plice in an articie like this to repro-
duce the fumons hoax @i arferm. 1 will ouly bricfly sketch
what it contained wulliciently to enable readers of to-day to
understand the comic ilystrations with which this artele is
accompanitd, [ hegan by deseribing how a reckless keeper,
Cliris. Anderson, provoked tie rhinoceras by prodding him:
how the animal burst from its fustenings snd killed the
keeper; how nest the infuriated beast killixd another daring
keeper called Hyland, ntul broke down the bans of all the
enges, liberaring Lincoln 1w Numidian Jion, the elepl
Pete,the Bengal tigers, the lionesses, panthers, benes, eopards,
hyenas, wolves, autd serprats, while 2 hatily ro;
flerce animals raged on the Hoors of the met > g
of earfoun peaple, fascinnled by the gory spectacle, gazed
through the windowg, aud aiuong them ** our own reporter,”
who gave the firstalarm to the sleepy Park polive in the old
arkeanl, and then rustied tuck to take full notes, just In time
to behuld Lincoln the Numidian lion burst thrdugh o win-
dow af the menageric and begin his Llody work Dy killing
ane young man with s blow of his paw, aud crusbing the
life out of another by the seight of bis-body. One after
unotber the aninsuls leaped from the menugeric, and seat-
tered themselves over the city, killing or mntilating beusts,
wmen, andl wonien all over town,  Gewoeral Dix was extolled
for shooling the leopand “ on the spat,” Lester Walluck for
Imlu'ug #-bullet inone of the tigers, with Muyor Hall leok.
ng on close behind : John Morrissoy, & fusmous pugilist,
wanbley, and pollticddan in those duys, for  fighting the
tiger,” delivering & deudly blow from the right shoulder.
Nesrly every promivent man of the day dgured some way
or other in the deadly scines described with burrowfog
minuteness,  Consternation and sleath were on a ferry-boat,
from which peoply fumped into the river 1o essips the
brutish fangs: even a church was invaded while people
were attending divine service, und oue of the wild beasts
wade u meal of u worsbipper,

Froni the biending of the six-column article T ke the fol-
lowing lines, given bere in smaller type tlan the origiuat:

ANWIIUTIL CAL.AVMITY.
‘Flae Wild Antmals IlrokT.-.oou from Central Park.
TERRIBLE SCENES OF MUTILATION.

A Shooking &m;balh Carnival,

SAVAGE BRUTES AT LARGE.

Awlal Combats between the Beasta and Clilzcus,
THE KILLED AND S/QUKCED.
Ceneral Duryee’s Magnificant Palice Tactics.

BRAVERY AND PANIC,
How the Catastrophe wes Brought About.—Affrighting Incidents.
PROCLAMATION BY THE MATOR

CONSTERNATION IN THE CITY.

I'he New Yark Zunes, lu fls comments, remurked: * Such
nn incldent was nat aliogether unlikely 1o bappesn, for the
animals in e Contral Pork are confined In the fimsiest
cages over seen, and many a mother has cautioned hier nurse
unt Lo tnke the children near the wild beasts.  When, there-
Tore, the startling hend-Jives of the Hermld were read, nat-
ural alarm was felt in every bousetinold.  In rome cnses the
children had just goue o school, and without wailing to
resd through the six colnmns of this insune jewt, parents
rinked off to bring back their little ones.  Some asics of
this kind arve deseribed In our calumng to-day.  Ladies took
alarm ak the mete hewd-lines; amd, indeed, throughiout three
or four colusnus the uarrative is 1okl in no apparently seri-
ous vein, .. . And for theee or fuur columns, as we have satd.
the *juke' was earefully hidden. The writer in the Hemid
spoke of ‘the mmtilated body of Aanie Tlmfnn-. an unfor-
tunate serving-girl,’ and of a lon which seized four littic
children, nod “mangled the delieate litthe things past all signs
of recognition. .. . I suw the dend bixlics of Anderson and
Hylaud ".(1wo of the Park keepers), *the pantber crouched
over Hylaai’s body. gnawing horribly ut his hewl.” These

ictures of the manghsl young children and of the dead

ecpory are irresistibly funoy, nixd cnonet fail to wake our
reuders lough,  Sull more nmusing aru the accounts of a
jon which was *tugging and crunching at the arnme of a
eorpse, pow letting go with. his teeth to ]tlunl. Lis paws upon
the hteedi ins aml suap with his dripping jows at

was rerlly one of their hiabits, of which 1 did not know,
The public wonld scon forget all abous it, and nurses and
ehildren would cuntintie to go to the menagerie asof okl, on
tho theory that Hghtning never strikes the snme ‘place twice,
So I resolvedl 10 think over some othier plan thon an ordinary
beware to the public nmd the every-day scolding to officials.

‘That night in heil the klen mme (0 me—get u}) # harm-
less Hutle honx, with just enough semblance of reality to glve
n silutary warning,  That wus what occurrad to me, aod
the iden grow fost and farious, especially ibe (i of it, and
1 jotted gown quickly the headiogs of my houx to give to
one of the reportera to develop awd embullish, 1 beeame
etatored of my ile—n very dangerous thing, fnr whea one
sllows ane'’s sell 10 be thus enrrfed away, ong iz opt to see
only that side of the fdes thut tickles his fancy. It was
precisely what happened 1o 1we, 1 sww only the laugh
which the publlcation of mich n tremendous hoax woukl
produee.  To my shame be it confessed, Iwas ullerly blind
10 the serlous side of the boax. Aond here it is proper to
exonerate tho present Mr. Benuett fram vy share in what
the Now York Times called, not uadeservedly peshaps,
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unother beaust s of & leopard which *killed o Jitte child and
mutilateil several wotnen'; of the denilis of Anuie Thomas
aud Ellen Schubert; of a ‘ehild in a cmdle which wus
hurnt to n oerisp's of “the AMricun Jioness which saturated
hoerelf in the blnod of clghteenr victims, men. women, and
chlkdren’; of the *dead body of 1 youth fearfully disd
about the herd aml face’s awil of the prnther which * spr
upon the shoulders of an agud ludy, burying its faugs in her
neck.'”

The hanx woul up with the follewing antidote:

Tl Moral of the \Winle <t conrse the entire stury given
whove is o pure fubricution, Not ene word of it i true.  Not
n single wet or hncitlent desceribed has taken plue, Itis o
huge boux, a will romance, or whatever other eplihet of
utter usntrusiworthiness anr readers may choose to apply
1o it

The general effect of this andaclons hoax may be fmagined
fram the tone of the Z¥mke artlcle, but what the public was
not tolil us the time muy be worth repeatlng now os n mut-
ter of interesting record.  Let me tell my own experience
trst,




