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Killineg a Rhinoceros.

A Bengal (India) journal says: * Being on 2 visit
‘at the quarantine station at Edmonstone Island, I was
informed that a rhincceros had several times made
his appearance, close to the residence at Middleton
Point, on Sungoer Island; I wus requested, Leing a
killer, to go over and try my luck. 1 did so, and
mado preparation for a regular set to; a stage was,
_erccted on ¢ tree close to a tunk where my customer,
was in the habit of drinking evory night, and Llere,
in company with the resideut at the Point, I took my
seat ot eight o’cleck in the evening, it being then
‘quite dark. My first cheroot had not quite burut out,
when e noise from the jungle in our rear waraed us
of an approach; froin tho noise I thought it was an
clephant ; our anxicty, you may be sure, was intense;
however, in a few minutes o very lurge animal showed
his back within thirty yurds of us. [ saw it, and im.
wediately pointed it out to my companion through
the gloom, and we both agreed hat it was our friend :
his approach was slow, grazing as he came aleng,
untit alinost immediately under us, and then we fired,
Mo scomed a littio ostonished, but did not move; the
sccond volley, (for wo wera well armed, having two
double barrels each) disturbed him, he turned sharp
tound, and inade off’ with a curious snorting noise like
an overgrown hiog,  He had tho benofit ot eight balls,
which wero at the distance of fifteen yards, poured
upon his jmpeneteatle hide, but he seemed to mind
themn no more than so many peas. “I'en minutes bad
hardly elapsed beforo he came again, but not on the
samo ground; ho strolled along rather cautiously
towards the tank ; we had another brautiful view of
him, and fired together, as before, when I am sarry Lo
say, the gun of wy {riend burst, blowing off’ two ot
his fingers on the left hand, and slightly woeunding
me in the arm.  Nothing was now loft for us but to
go hume, and at that time of night, and in such o
place, and such un animal in our neighbourhood, it
was no joke ; my fricnd taok a catlass, and I took Lwo
of the guns; we cautiously descended the troe and
made good our retreat.

A wonth and a half had passcd beforo the hand of
my friecnd had healed, when we detormined upon
another attack, butin a different manner ; the ortillory
of the station (two six pounders) weru placed in his
patir; and there wo agreed to watch his approach;
ovory thing was got in readincss; tho moon was
favourable, and we tuok our station at the old look-out
treo on the evening of tho Bk inst.  Our first starting
was ominous, a tiger springing almest from undor
our feet as wo were levelling tho guna. One wae
pointed to sweep the corner of tho tank, and the other
to tako him if lo camo in w difcront direction, A
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long, tedious night passed, and no rhinoceros. The
tiger above mentioned prowled about the trees ail
night, but we could not get o shot at him. Another
night passed in like manner, but the third night, at
ten o'clock, our old friend once more showed humsoll:
Down I jumped to my post at the gun, but he saw
my movements and vanished. Nearly an hour passed
belore he again made his appeurance, but whon he
did come I got him right bofore my gun,and as ]l was
raising the matclh to fire ha charged full at me, but
lto was too late, the fatal spurk had dane jts duty,und
the canistyr met him hnﬁ' way. Ilost no tinmo in
golling up the tree, for you may be sure the idea of
his ugly horn being near me was not at all comibria.
ble; it gave me, howover, surprising agility, and I
sl.ur_nblcd over iy friead, who was coming down to
assist mo. In tho midst of our confusion, a terrible
groan proclaimed our victory. The next morning wo
found he hud run neer fifty yards, and thero foll to
riso-no mora; many of the shot hud takon effcct—
one, (the falal ono) in the left eye, threo in the
shoulder, onc in the flank, passing through his kidnoy,
and ono in his hind quaster. His dimncnsions wore
twelvo fect in length, without tho tail, which made
two more, soven feet high, and thirteen in circum.
ference; altogether he was o perfect monster. On
opening himn, ono of the leaden balls ef our first al.
tack was found in hia stomach, and cppeared to be
mortifying tho flesh all round. 1 had a tough job to
skin him, &c.; five of our balls were cut out, The
flesh of tho animal was greedily devoured by the
famished crew of 2 Burmeso boat, swho arrived at the
Point in distress,



