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The Most Endangered
Species iIn Bormeo
The Sumatran Rhino

he world has five species of thinoceros: the White and Black Rhinoceros in
Africa; the Asian Greater One-horned Rhinoceros, found in India & Nepal;
the critically endangered Javan Rhinoceros and the most endangered
species of rhino in the world, the Sumatran or Asian Two-horned Rhinoceros.
All species of rhinoceros are almost prehistoric in appearance, with a solid
body and heavy folds of thick skin, massive head and short legs. The first rhino
ever seen in the West was an Indian rhinoceros shipped to Europe in 1515 as a
gift for the king of Portugal. It created such excitement that the famous German

engraver, Diirer, made a woodcut of
this rhinoceros. It is obvious that he
never saw the actual animal, which
he depicts as having hard plates that
covered its body like sheets of armour.

Fossils show that a primitive form
of rhinoceros lived in Europe some
30 million years ago, and fossilised
remains of the Javan rhino dating back
some 10,000 years have been found in
a cave in southeast Sabah.

It is estimated that only 300
Sumatran Rhinos still live in the wild,
most of them in the Indonesian island
of Sumatra. Not only is the number of
animals small, a further challenge to
their survival is fragmentation of their
habitats owing to logging and clearing
of land for agriculture.

A rare photograph of a juvenile rhinoceros
taken in the wild, in the remote virgin
forest of Tabin (above). Because of the hairs
growing on the Sumatran Rhino (opposite),
it is also known as the Hairy Rhino.

TABIN > THE SUMATRAN RHINO
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