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Fig. | Location map showing the fossil localities in Sanmenxia area
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Fig. 2 The section of fossils bearing in Yumiaogou (After Gia et. 1959).
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Fig. 3 The section of fossils bearing in Zhangyuhougou (Aftcr Peii and Huang 1959).
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Abstract

Since 1949, during the construction projects in the Sanmenxia Region of the Hu-
angho (Yellow River) drainage a series of mammalian fossil localities have been dis-
covered. All of the fossils thus discovered derive from previously poorly understood
geological contexts and the study of these new materials has furnished fresh evidence
for North China’s Quaternary stratigraphic divisions and faunal correlations.

This paper deals with nine stratigraphic sections ranging in age from the Pliocene
to the Late Pleistocene. The mammalian forms so far identified are summarized as
follows: : '

Pliocene (Pontian): Hipparion richthofeni, Diceratherium and Chilotherium, etc.

Early Pleistocene (Sanmen of Nihewan): Equus sanmeniensis Probscidipparion
sinense, Dicerorhinus mercki, Elasmotherium peii, Stegodon sp. Elephas meridionalis,
Azis cf. rugosus, A. shansius, Rusa cf. elegans, Elaphurus cf. bifurcatus, Eucladoceros
cf. boulei, Gazella sp., ?Bison sp, Hyaena sp., Myospalaxr cf. tingi, Prosiphneus sp.,
Euctenoceros boules.

Middle Pleistocene (Choukoutien): Coelodonta aentiquitatis, Dicerorhinus mercki,
- Sinomegaceros pachyosteus, ete.

Late Pleistocene (Equivalent to the ‘‘Loessic’’ period of North China): Equus
przewalskyi, Equus hemionus, Bos sp. Struthio anderssoni.

Professor Pei Wenzhong (1958) pointed out that the age of the Lower Sanmenxia
Formation in North China is Early Quaternary, and that deposits containing similar
faunal elements were studied in depth by Teilhard and Piveteau in the Nihewan Basin
at Sanganho in northern Hebei. Since these original analyses were conducted, many
additional authors have agreed with Pei’s proposal. ‘

On the basis of both faunal and stratigraphic evidence, the Huangho (Yellow
River) is inferred to reflect development during the Late Barly Pleistocene and Middle
Pleistocene.



