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Guarded by Shicld Bearers, 0 Roman Emperor Endures in Mosaie at His Sicilian Villa
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Roman l.afe in 1,600-vear-old Color Pictures

A heologists Uncover Bolliant Mo
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in an Ancient Villa 1in Swaly,

Preserved for Cernturies by an Avialanche
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and I'ine Arts for Ea-tern Sicib
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Creen. restful. and tresh with water, there

has come to life in recent yeiars an an-
cient treasure of mosaic Hoors. astonishing in
the coloring of their lifelike nzures and the
vastness of their surface.

These dramatic picture stories in stone
hring to vivid life the times of Imperiil Rome.
seen through the eves of its own contemporary
artists.  They portray with infnite detail an
amazing variety of subjects: the courtly life
of noblemen. African big-game hunts. an out-
door barbecue. religious customs. feats of
Hercules. bathing scenes. even a bevy of
female athletes lizhtly clad in costumes like
modern Bikini bathing suits.

I\ the heart of Sicilv. in 1 Landscape that is

A Dramatic Art Gallery in Stone

As an archeolozist, I have been entrusted
since 1950 with supervising the excavation of
the-e treasure-. The site lies in mountainous
terrain near the town of Piazza Armerina 53
miles northwest ol Syracuse

Here. some 1.600 yecars a0, 1 Roman of
almo-t unlimited weilth etected a palatial
and ornate villi. marvelously decorated in
color and cesign. An armyv of artists. crafts.
men. and laborers must have worked on if.-

Today the ceilings. most of the walls
columns. and ~tatuary have crumbled away
Lut the mosaic Hoors remain. ilmo-t unbe-
lievably well-preserved through the centuries.
a brilliant art gallery alive with human fig-
ures. gods and heroes. animals. fiches. and
striking geometric patterns.  No other sinzle
zroup of floor mo-iics uncovered anywhere
matches them in scope and complexity.

Who built the palace?  We may never be
absolutely :ure. but there is impressive evi-
dence that it belonzed to a Roman emperor.
Marcus Aurclius Valerius Maximiinuz

While he reigned, the empire still held sway
over most of the western world—northern

Mo Porope Britain. and the New Fat
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A well known  Norweoian  archeologist
H. P. L'Orange. has suggested that the Mazza
Armerini ruins might be the villa to which
Maximian retired after he left public life. 1
think rather it was simply his summer home.
a place for country ease. for hunting and field
sports. In those days this part of Sicily
would have been a quiet, remote, and wooded
area abounding in gume.

There were dizgines at the site as euarly as
1812. but extensive excavation did not begin
until 1929. This led to the first major dis-
covery: i huge. masterfully executed mosiic
depictiny the story of the mytholouical Greek
hero Hercules. This mosatc. roushly 60 by
80 ieet. covered the floor of what was once a
single large room.

After World War IT the Ttalian Government
made funds available for further excavation
and restoration under my supervision. Since
1950 we hive carefully removed tons of etrth:
section by section we have uncovered the vast
structure, about 38.000 :quare feet of Hoor
pavements. plus part: of walls. columns.
statuary. and other ohjects

Obviously . the villa was designed by 1 mas
ter architect with a well.orzanized plan. A

nrivate road led into it from a higchway to the

south. Aqueducts carried ample water for
drinking. baths. and toilets flushed by a con-
tinuously flowing stream

Pualace Built on Split Level

As the diagram on paze 214 shows. the
rooms themselves fall into four vreat com
plexes.  First, at the front of the villa—the
bottom of the drawing—stand the monumen-
tal entrance, the atrium (rather like an cnor-
mous vestibule). and the typical sumptuous
Roman bath:. hot and cold

The second group centers around the peri
stvle. a large courtyard some 40 yards long
and 30 vards wide. Here columns supported

v roof uound the Tour -ude- the center
stacerd byt tuntun. wa- open to the -k
(Contnue L oon pre 1)

an (1953) 210 -229




Africa Personified
Bears an Elephant’s .
Tusk as Her Scepter

Stylized crosslines represent-:
ing wrinkled :kin give the eles
phant at left the look of 2
child’s quilted toy. The Asian:
tirress on African soil is another
artistic tuncy . Strips of colored 3
cloth hanging on the branch in
background sigpify a socred tree.
Flumes of a phoenix nest rise
at left,

Scholurs identificd  idealized
Africa from Piazza Armerina
hunting seenes laid i her realm.
< \Var with Curthage introduced

African lion. and other beasts _

to Rome some five centuries
before Maximian built his
Sicilian villa Successive em-
perors shipperd entire munagenes
from Africy tnd Asia to die in
“enationes {(movck hunts) Lions,
prized fur teroeiey, woere almost
extorminated i North Alricd
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[he -ubiect matter ot the pictures was
Liten cio-en to -uit the room thev decorated
Far example the tablinum, the entrance hall
wat to ihe house. portiays a re pectiul croup
welcomins the Iord on his wrnival.
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Bathing Hubits. Styles Revealed

A amilady apt choice of subjects nappears
in the baths. which actually included not
onlv hot and cold pools but a gymnasium
and steam room as well.  On the floor of the
vestibule leading from the peristyle to the
baths is portrayed the lady of the household.
the domina. taking her two young children to
pathe. Two maids follow. carrying bathing
gear and clean clothing neatly folded.
" Ihese ficures not only throw licht on bath-
ing customs of the times but on such things
as children s shoe styles—sandals with black
straps—and ladies hairdos: combed back and
piled on top of the head. leaving the ears un-
covered. Oddly enough.
one of the children is
shown with one trian-
gular eve

Mosaics in other
parts of the baths
show. appropriately.
bather- in various
stages of dressing and
undressing. and a
stocky, athlctic youny
man zetting a rubdown
from a :lave. On the
floor of the frividarium,
or cold bath:. pleasant
acuatic scenes lend at-
mosphere.  Four small
boat-. each carrving
two cherubic fishermen,
float on the rippling
surface of 1 sea alive
with fish. Around the
boat- 1 throng of myth-
ical muarine creatures
form 4 irlind—sea
nymphs, I'nitons, and
others.
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Maximu:  Rome - reat et (pace TU8).

The dominap: d-corating theme- ihrou:h
out Maxumian's country estate are. «unte
properiv. outdoor -port  huntin.. wd i
mals. These reflect not only the interests ol
the owner but 4l:0 the use he made of the
villa. [ suspect that his visit. there were nor-
mally from Auzust to October atter the worst
ol the summer » heat and betore winter made
travel difhcult.

Ferhaps the most striking of the athletic
scenes, to modern eves at least. decorates the
floor of 1 room off the peristyle. a room [ huve
named the Chamber oi the Ten Maidens
(page 2153). These ten young women wear
very briefl two-piece costumes brightly colored
in red and green. They pertorm .ymnastics
—runningz. jumping. discus throwing, ball
playing. and other games—on the liwn

Of all the villa’s mosaics this one has at-
tracted the most attention in the popular
press, for obvious reasons. Yet it probably
was not . part of the original villx ftoor at all
but was added a century ot so liter. The
faces and bodies of the girls are drawn in a

Fable in Mosaic: Winged Beast Cages [unter
This single epizode. in which tiapper bucomes the trapped. startles visitors
Tt occurs in the Great Hunting Scene. H«ll Lion half
ragle. mythology's Tanciful hybrid is culled 2 griffin,
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An Elephant en Route to Please a Roman Mob Loses u Quayside Tug of War

Piazza Armerina’s Great Hunting Scene covers a corridor about 3 vards wide and 66 long. Its episodes

the chase, capture, and transport of wild animuls.  Keepers here chain-haul their prize up a gangplank

“NMounted Beaters Drive
Stampading Stags
into a Net
The auther | Lo Aty
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run s hith as 70t 80 vear

Th: Small Huntin: Scen:
(l-it) depict: sportsm-n pur-
suing game through the caun-
ty-ade near the vills The
Cicat Huntinz Scene  (below
buth paze:) shoss an oxph-
tion ta -upply mock hunt. mn
Rome's Colosseum.

¥ Hunters Drag a Rhino
from an African Swamp
Roman circus crowds rated
this ton of tury high on their
list of favorite animals. Iin-
perial  expeditions  sought  the
rhinoceros in the Sudan and
Ethopia.  Laws permitted the
hunters to requisition food and
lodging in any Roman province
Two oversecrs superintend this
job. A hippopotamus (abo-e)
stands belly-deep in the marsh
Loss of tesserie, or mosaic
stones, obscures the head.
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