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C H A P IX.
Of the Rhinoceros.

NEXT to the elephant, the Rhinoceros is
the moft powerful of animals. It is ufually
found twelve feet long, from the tip of the
nofe to the infertion of the tail; from fix to
feven feet high; and the circumference of its
body is nearly equal to its length. Tt is, there-
fore, equal to the clephant in bulk; and if it
appears much {maller to the eye, the reafon is,
that its legs are much fhorter. Words can
convey but a very confufed idea of this ani-
mal’s thape ; and vet there are few fo remark-
ably formed: its head is furnifhed with an horn,
growing from the {nout, fo:rctimes three feet
and an half long ; and but for this, that part
would have the appearance of the head of a
hog; the upper lip, however, is much longer
in proportion, ends in a point, is very pliable,
ferves to colleét its food, and deliver it into the
mouth : the ears are large, credt, and pointed ;
the eyes are {mall and picrcing ; the fkin is
naked, rough, kunotty, and, lying upon the
body in folds, after a very peculiar fafhion:
there are two folds very remarkable ; oneubove
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his thoulders, and a"u‘h:r over
ikin, whxch isof a dlrty brm\n o 3
thick as to turn the edge of a f»y
refift a mufquet-ball : the belly h
the legs are thort, ftrong and thick,"

hoofs divided into three parts, each pal
forward.

% .

Such is the general outline of an animil
appears chiefly formidable from the horn gro
ing from it fnout; and formed rather for 4
than with a propenfity to engage.  This ha
is fometimes found from three to three.
and a half long, growing from the [y
bone, and fo difpofed, as to be manw'
the greateft advantage. It is compofed of!
moft folid fubftance; and pointed fo as ta
fli& the moft fatal wounds. The elephan-, d
boar, or the buffalo, are obliged to ftrike ¢
verfely wich their weapons ; but the rhin~cen "
employs all his force with everv blow; 1o ekl
the tiger will morc willingly attack any, :
animal of the foreft, than one whofe Rrenpy
fo juftly employed. Indeed, there is no
which this terrible animal has to apprchs
defended, on every fide, by a thick hors ny hill
which the claws of the lion or the tiger §
unable to pierce, and armed before mth
weapon that even the elephant does not chighe
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to oppofe. The miffioncrs affure us, that the
elephant is often found dead in the forefls,
pierced with the horn of a rhinoceros; and
though it looks like wifdom to doubt whatever
they tell us, vet I cannot help giving credit to
what they relate on this occafion, particulaily
when confirmed by Pliny. The combat between
thefe two, the moft formidable animals of the
foreft, muft be very dreadful. Emanuel, king
of Portugal, willing to try their firength,
aally oppofed them to each other; and the
clephant was defeated.

But though the rhinoceros is thus formi-
dable by nature, yet imagination has not failed
to exert itfelf, in adding to its terrors. The
fcent is faid to be moft cxquifite ; and it is
affirmed, that it conforis wich the tiger. It is
reported alfo, that when it has overturned a
man, or any other animal, it continues to lick
the fleth quite from the bone with its tongue,
which is faid to be extremely rough.  All this,
however, is fabulous: the {cent, if we may
judge from the expanfion of the olfa&ory
nerves, 15 not greater than that of an hog,
which we know to be indifferent; it keeps
company with the tiger, only becaufe they both
frequent watery placcs in the burning climates
where thev are bred; and as to its rough
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tongue, that is fo far from ¢
animal of pear irs fize has fo foltViNE
have often felt it myfelf,” fays .2 : 5
defcription of this animal; « it is ™ <
and fmall, like that of a dog ; «-‘d ’o- )
it appears as it onc pafled the hand over

1 have often feen it lick a young : -mng, .
who kcpt it; and both feemed pleafed *.u..h &
aétion.”

The rhinoceros wiiich was thewn at Loz
in 1739, and defcribed by Do€tor Parfe:s, > *
been fent from Dengal.  Though it was veri
voung, not being above two years old, - i
charge of his carriage and food from I::cia
near a thouland pounds. It was fed wish rueles
fugar, and hay : it was daily fupplicd with ft -
pounds of rice, mixed with three of fuzar, dig

vided into threec portions; it was given ;;
quantities of hay and grafs, which it chicls
preferred ; its drink was water, which it X

in great quantities. It was cf a g"nﬁc
pofition, and permitted itfelf to be couch &
and handled by all vifitors, acver v
mifchief, except when abu&ﬂ,a

in fuch a cafc, there s

peafing its fury, but by
eat. When'angrr, it woe
the walls of its room, with
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many cfforts to efcape, but feldom attempted
to attack it keeper, and was always fubmiffive
to his threats. It had a peculiar cry, fomewhat
a mixture between the grunting of a hog, and
the bellowing of a calf.

The age of thefe animals is not well known 3
it is faid by fome, that they bring forth at three
years old, and if we may reafon from analogy,
itis probable thev feldom live till above twenty.
That which was thewn in London, was faid, by
its keeper, to be cighteen years old, and even
at that age, he pretended to confider it as a
young one ; however, it died fhortly after, and
that probably in the courfe of nature.

The Rhinoceros is a native of the defarts of
Afia and Africa, and is ufually found in thofe
extenfive forefts, that are frequented by the
clephant and the lion. As it fubfifts entirely up-
on vegetable food, it is peaceful and harmlefs
among its fellows of the brute creation; but,
though it never provokes to combat, it equally
&ifdains to fly. It is every way fitred for war,
but refts content in the confcioufnefs of its
fecurity. It is particularly fond of the prickly
branches of trees, and is feen to feed upon fuch
thorny fhrubs as would be dangerous to other
animals, either to gather, or to {wallow. The
prickly points of thefe, however, may only

Vor. IV, U
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ferve to give a poignant el
palate, and may anfwer the fa
in feafoning its banquet,, tht
heightening ours. '
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In fome paris of the kingdom of A
the naives are more defirous of 2ppes is
like than fhewing themfelves brate, s
mals arc tamed, aad led into the 1i!d w4
terror into the cnemy ; but they zre abs o
unmanageable and reftive animal, =nd pecfil
morc dangerous to the employers, than§
whom they are brought to oppofe. "

The method of taking them,
watching them, till they are found
fome moift or marfhy place, where, .
they are fond of fleeping and wallo.&m
then deftroy the old onc with fire- aso )
weapons, that are thrown by the forcG
are capable of cntcrmg this rimai s
when the old one is dcﬁmved, .
to be a cub, they feize
animals are mmenmcs =
ed with green branch
which the Rii: nc“fw-
the foreft to the niver ‘

There are fome vith
in moft othcrs.; forne -

Africa with a double Lonay @
.

)
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the other; this weapon, if confidered in itfelf,
is one of the frongeft, and moft dangerous,
that nature furnifhes to any part of the animal
creation. The horn is entirely folid, formed
of the hardeft bony fubftance, growing from
the upper maxilary bone, by fo ftrong an apo-
phyfe, as fremingly to make but one part with
it. Many are the medicinal virtues that are
afcribed to this horn, when taken in powder,
but thefe qualities have been attributed to it,
without any real foundation, and make only
a fmall part of the many fables which this ex-
traordinary animal has given rife to,
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