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KURREECHANE.

Tur annexed print represents
the residence of Sinoses, a prinei-
pal chief of the city of Kurrecchane.

Keunreenane, which is the
largest town yet discovered in
South Africa, was first explored
by the Rev. John Campbell. in
the second journey he undertook
to that part of the world by desire
of the Directors of the London Mis-
sionary Society, in the year 1820.

Mr. Campbell, when on his
first journey, in 1813, proceeded
no further than_Lattakoo, situated
between 7 and 800 miles norih-
east of the Cape; but on his ar-
rival in that city, in 1820, finding
that Kossik, king of Jasuow,
was there on a visit to MATEEDE,
king of Lattzkoo, and that he
was disposed to reccive Mr. Camp-
bell in his capital, he proceeded
to that place, which he found to
contain about 12,000 inhabitants.

After making a short stay at
Masuow, he ventured to proceed
about 120 miles further, and then
arrived at KURREECHANE, a city
never before known to Europeans.

This city, which is situated
above 1,000 miles north-east of
the Cape, is the capital of the
Mauoovzer nation, and is sup-
posed to contain about 16,000 in-
habitants. Mr. Campbell has him-
self kindly furnished us with the
following particulars, purposely
for the present Sketch, partly ex-
tracted from his own published
Travels, Second Journey, Vol, L.

Kurreechane 1s divided into a num-
ber of districts, over each of which
there is a Chief, or Headman, who is
eonsidered the Governor of the dis-
trict, resembling the Aldermar of a
Ward inthe City of London.

The district vver which Sinosee pre-
sides is one of 'the most -considerable
in the city, und s establishment is

laced abput the centre of the district.

t consists of six or seven houses,
enly four of which are seen in the
engraving, the others being hid be-
hind. There is a yard also behind as
well as belore, and the whole is sur-
rounded by a strong and neatly-con-
structed fence, part of which is com-

posed of clay, rendered as hard as
brick by the powerful Leat of the sun,
and the rest of branches cut from the
Atimosa tree, but inteiwoeven with
great cure, which, from its strength,
and the number of its sharp and lung
thorns, is almost impenctrable by man
or beast.

With considerable art and labour
they form the floor of their vard, first
rendering the ground pertectly jevel,
ther covering it vver with sott clay,
which they smooth by rolling over it
their bard clay vessels: a fcw lhours
exposure to a vertical sun makes the
whole surface as hard as warble.

The houses are all circular. As
birds of the same specics always form
their nests zlike, so do each ot the
African tribes build their houses ; con-
sequently, if you see ane house be.
lorging to a particular nation, vou
bave a fair sample of all which zre
built by that people. [t seems never
to occur 1o them to atlempt an altera-
tion or improvement.

The circular wall of their house is
formed of wrought clay, which soon
becomes like one entive brick.  About
two feet in front, all round the house,
are placed wooden pillars, on which the
yoof chietly rests ; and under this pro-
jeeting part of the roof they take shel.
ter when it rains, or when the sun’s
heat is very powerful, trom which it
forms a pleasing shade, and there many
an hour is spent in slecp, the value of
time being unknown in these regions.

A strong post is firmiy fixed in the
centre of the house, ut the top of
which the ends of all the poles or joists,
composing the roof, mecl; indeed, on
this post the rouf may he s:id to rest,
like the Philistine theutre in the days
of Samson. The roof is (hatched
with great peatness, with wild coarse
grass, the stalks of which are arranged
with scrupulous exactness,

The inside walls of some of the
houses are painted with a colour some-
what like French grev, with a corniee

at the top ;s and ornamented with draw. |

ings of wild beasts, shickls, &c. They
have also many large vesscls, formed of
clay, for the purpose of keeping theic
corn in, and these are arranged like
casks ina cellar ; some of themn seem to
be capable of holding ten or twelve
bushels, and someare o tall as even o
reach the roof. I'or the sake of conve-
nience, these latter are mude with one
small door near the top, and another
near the bottom, for the greater ease in
tilling or emptying them.

The four women, seen in the plate,
raising their arms, are employed in
threshing out the corn, on a tloor
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formed of clay, which is raised about a
foot above the surface of the yard. By
this operation, many of the grains are
driven toa distance, but these are care.
fully swept back, without, however,
peing mixed with dust, as the yard is
kept perfectly clean. )
All the work that has been mention-
od is entirely performed by the women.
They build and thateh the houses, make
the fences, dig, sow, watch and reap the
fields, cook the victuals, and bring up
the children. But it may be Aasked.
What do the men do? They milk the
cows, make the dresses for themselves
and the females, make warlike weapons,
hunt, and 0 Lo war; but a very gregt
rijon of their time is spent in
slecp. They seem to resemble dogs. in
their being able to stecp when they
please. . ]
The principal dress of both sexes is
acloak, which reaches from their slegl-
ders to thoir heels. ‘The women, in
addition, have a small apron before,
and a larger one behind ; and the men,
a small covering befure. Both wear
sandals on their feet. The legs and
arms of Lhe wowen are loaded with
rings, of ivory., copper, leather, &c.
ami” the fushionables at Kurreechane
wear four or five heavy copper rings
round their necks, some of which weigh
half a pound. Both sexes are as fond of
beads, as any miser is of gold.- They
chiefly wear them hanging from their
necks, over their breasts, und‘hke the
natives of the interior of America, they
greatly prefer the dark blue colour.

Part, at least, of Kurrcechane was
lately burrt by a barbarous nation from
a distant part oi the interior, but pro-
hably the damage done has been since
repaired.

When Mr. Campbell and his
company entered Kurreechane,
the street was immediately crowd-
ed with spectators, and the sight of
mhite men, (a spectacle they had
never before seen,) threw many of
them into convulsive fits of laugh-
ter; others screamed with terror,
and fled to the first place of con-
cealment they could find. They
were, however, treated by the
principal people with great civi-
lity, Their two horses also excited
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as nuch astonishment as two ele-
phants traversing the streets of
London would do. Milk and
Caffre corn were sent for their re-
freshment; but when they saw
Mr. Campbeil and his company
making use of knives and forks,
cups and saucers, they expressed
great surprize, and said to each
other, ©* Surely these are gods and
rot men!” They were also asto-
nished at seeing a candle burning
on the table, as they had no lights
at night, but from their fires.

Mr. Campbell obtained an op-
portunity of explaining, in the pre-
sence of all the principal people,
the design of his visit, which was
to communicate to them the know-
ledge of the true God, and of sal-
vation through his Son Jesus
Christ; and that if they were wil-
ling, he would endeavour to send
a Missionary amongst them, to
preach the gospel. To this pro-
posal they readily assented, and
the Directors have in consequence
sent over persons to instruct them.
It is proposed, that they should first
reside some time at Lattakoo,in or-
der to learn the Boschuana lan-
guage, and afterwards proceed to
Kurreechane.

Who ean read this account of
a newly-discovered people, wholly
sunk inte barbarian ignorance,
and living like the beasts that
perish, without earnestly desiring
and praying that the glorious gos.
pel may soon be imparted to them,
and to other nations beyond them,
who never heard the joyful sound ?
And should this people be en-
lightened, it is probable that the
word may run and be glorified in
numerous regions yet unknowm.
Amen and Amen. :
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Rev, John Smith, Missionary, Demerara.

It will probably be recollected by many of the young persous who peruse the
Missimary Fapers, that, in our Skercu, No X1V. we gave an eograving of the
Chapel and Dwelling-house of the Rev. Jolin Smith, the Society’s Missio at
Le Resousenir, in the Colony of Demerara. It is also probable, that manyo our
young friends may have heard, that, about half a year ago, he and Mrs. Smith

were forcibly taken away from their home, and both of them committed to prison—
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