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214 MY FIRST TIGER.

light of morning we were ufter then, and inthe course of half an hour
had bagged five ducks axd seventecn teal ; as they had then become too
wary to give any hopes of sport, we mounted and away towards Boree,
leaving the horsekeepars with our gans to follow, a most unfortunate
business! for when near Sheroor we heard a vast shewting in a patch
of sugar-cane, whence holted a splendid sounder of hog whieli crossed
within filty vards of ux.  Neither spear ur gun at hand! so we were
fain ta look and grin at them, with the poor consolation that we mght
meet again, as they had taken the roald we wished. At Boree, we
found all our people prepared, butwy factotum Wyra in considerable
tribulation at having bevu vobhed the preeeding night of my single gun,
together with Lis own jacket and turban. My own ioss | bore with
great philosophy, derived partly I confess from Mr. Wyra's participation
in my misfortune. Whilst at breukiast a large gang of bLeaters was
assembled and we procceded iseontizently to laok fur our acquaintances
of the marning in Sheroor Beere ; not a bristle however was w be found
there, amd were all but in despaiy when we saw an enormous  Dummal-
gundy walking the best of Lis way for the Juugle.  Taliy-ho, and afier
him we went at w spining pace in spite of as stony ground, ay [ ever
rode over. 1l —was nearestat starting and bolding his own, had the
first spear.  After taking breath and a pint of beer each, we turned
towards camp, and in our way had gowd sport with grey quail, bave and
parividge, ‘The next moerning our part was westward alobyg the Takul.
ghaut nullab and Beere, where we found a large sounder of hog and
ehot three, as riding them was ont of the question, [ killed two goat
antelipe with No. 4 shotalvo, and amongst us we hagged lots of peafowl
and painted paraidee.  Here we had oceasion w pray fur our late
Governor General whose order agzinst borrowing elephants has greatly
tended to the inerease of tigers, oneof which gentry bouneed up within
ten yards of D—who seeing something rushiug through the long grass
thought it was a hoy and wened sharp for his rifle; luckily the bearer
was some yards in the vear, having stupt to vid hinself of spear grass
which he fuund troublesome, T say duckily for had e wounded the tiger,
some of ns would probably have suffered, ns alths' the uonnals are very
rarely uncivil to gportsmen unless interfered with, they invariably wmake
u pont-of revenging any aggression,

It was in this very nullab that [ killed * my first tigee’ under tuition of
poor S—, now no more, and in whom we have last one of the best shots
and spettsmen on this side of India  S—always considered the Takul-
ghant nullah a sure find.  On the occasion aliuded to he having receiv-
ed intelligence thata Denger or herdwinan had been carried off the
night before near the village of Bdora, seut for me, ordered his favorite
elepbant Heerseullee and the baueries to be foithwith prepared and
started them off sharp, together with my own two guns under charge of
his man Werda—"1'o let fly an application for leave and a note to the
Resident for one of the Ruju’s Hatees did not take long, and [ went to
bed in a state of excitems=nt that 1 belizve T uever felt before, und an
eure, have not since experienced. —On reaching Boree the following morn.
ing, we found a goadly assemblage, the Rajah’s ¢lephants from the
Takulghaut Paugha having been sent to assist in beating the extensive
Beere and almost inpervicus jungle on the nullah where iu the enemy
was supposed to lay—zand under S—'s guidance we searched as closely
as possible; 1 confess I was more than once terpted to disobey crders
and blaze at the hog who turned out by dozens—Four mortal hours
were we 8o toiling ; [ was in downright despair aud S—very red in the
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face, when he said “if we don’t find h‘im there, [pointing to a very clns(s
bit of jungle which we were approaching we shall have no luck m'-vdny
—hardly had we entered the paich when wy ,‘.lahuut.luxfxfl—ng vound
whispered * bura shair hy Sahib, deckhu_,’ and there sure r;:uugll was
the tger stretched out on a large stone in the nullab, whith his Il(‘l}d on
his pawa, his tail whisking about, as T have often seen that of a cat in
the same attitnde ; lie was instantly on the move, and my gau went
*snick,” I baving in mv agitativn krocked off the cup, and felt alinost
inclined to throw it at him S—however got a basty plimpse and
gave him two barrels through the bushes witheut effeet; [ had then
a faiv but very distant view, and my ball evidently 1okd, fur he was
yound and at uy like lightning. 1 had never before seen a tiger
charge, and cetluiuly felt a httle nevvias, especially as my lcll"phunt
appeared equally su, but as the tig-v roshed on | gzve him 2 brace of
bals and S—hali a dozen, which the' they evidently s_tagger:", did not
stop him—-ronnd went my beast of an elephant in spite of }he‘ ankoos
digging into his skull, but justas be turncd, my tast barrel ]al{i the byer
prostiate by breaking his spine; sull the savage monater inade ineredible
cfforts to dray himseif towards the dephunt, the' s hiad quarters
were at the time paralyzai—A Dbrace of balls in the head seutl.d him
and S——tlen shouk me heartily by the haud as il."‘C(l)llgl'llllllill(':(l ne on
“my first tiger’—you know that country well, Mr. Klitorand will thiere.
fore feel sowe interest in a leuwer froin your old friend.

RiFLEMaN.

CAPTAIN HARRIS'S RESTARCHES.

Our notice has heen attracted to a curicus collection of skins and exu-
vi of rare wild animals from the centee of Afiica, hy an advertisement
which appeared io our paper of the 2ad instant, aud we have heen much
gratified by the sight both of the remaing of the nuble feree nature as
well by the ubly delinented pictares of the vatious specimens. Captain
Blartis, appears to have establiaded a high reputation among sporlsinen
by his indefaugable zeal und the unarring coriectness «f his workinan-
¢hip, but we do not consider that these qualities, Lowever aHuung they
wmay prove 10 0 particular class, are by any means the sole altractions to
bis musewm, now exhilnting in Bombay, or to the works \\‘.lnch he pro-
poses to pubiish. To natural historians his rescarches will prove 1ost
valuable, and lie may pride himself an Leing enrclicd in the number of
those who have added to the sceintific knowledge of his fellow eonntry-
men, by having discovered in the couney which he has traversed, and
delineated a species of antelope. hitherto unknswn and undeseribed.
The skeleton of this animal has heen preserved, and we usderstand has
been forwarded by Captain llarris to one of the societies of London.
Description of a ncw species of Antelope, belonging to the Sud Genus Aigo-

corns, killed in the couniry of the Mutabili, 1kth December,1534, by Cap-

tain Harris, 1. 1. C. Eungineers.
A1cocerus Harrisii—Tur SABLE ANTELOPE

Adult male 4 feet 6 inchies high at the shoulder; nearly 9 fect in ex.
treme Jength. Horus 37 inches over the curve, placed 1mu‘|ed_|al.ely
above the eyes, rather higher than occurs in the aigocerus Lquina or
Ruan Auntelope, flat slender, subercet, and theu strongly bent back sci-
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mitarwise ; at first gradually diverging, asd then running parallel to
each otlier, three-fourths annulated with ahout 30 strougly pronounced
incomplete rings, more rigil on the edges, hut chiefly broken on ihe
outside of the horn; the remaining one fourth sinooth, round, slender,
and pointed. Head somewhat attenuated tywards the wuzzle, and com-
pressed laterally, Carcase vobust, withers elevated, neck bivad and flai.
Hools biack, obtuse and rather short. Hair elose and swmocth, general
color of the coat intense glossy back, with an oceasional cast of deep
chesnut, a dirty white streak commencing shove each eye, continued by
a pencil of loug hair covering the place of the suborbital pouch, (of
which cavity no trace is to be found in this Antclope) and then yunning
down the sides of the nose to the muzzle, which is entirely white, tha
rame color pervading one Lalf of the cheek, the clin, and the throat.
Ears 10 inches long, navraw, tapering, and pointed, white within, lively
chesnut without, with hlack pencilled tips. A broad half crescent of deeper
chesnut at the hase of each ear behind. A small entire sharp muazle.
Acopious standing back mane 5% inch high, somewhatinelined forward,
and extending from between the ears to the iddle of the back. [Hair
of the throat and necl longer than that of the body: Dally, battocks
and inside of thighs pure white, a longitudinal dusky white stripeo
behind each arm. Fure legs jet black ioside and eut, with a tinge of
chesautat an:d below the knves. Hiad legs black with a lively chus-
nut patch on and below the hocks.  Tailblack, long hair skirting the
posterior edge, and terminating in a tuft which extend betew the hocks,
sheath tipped with black.

Femalz smaller than the male with amaller but similary shaped horns.
Color dark chesnut brown verging upon black. very rare. gregarious
in small families. Inbabits the great mountain range which threads the
more eastern parts of Moselekatse's territory.—Bombay Courier.
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354 SCENIS AND SPECTACLES

closure on the Esplanade where wooden benches have been
expressly placed for pedestriansand such invalids whowould
desire to occupy them for the enjoyment of the sea-
breeze. All that portion of ground which now forms the
glacis of the Fort to the verge of the outer town was in by
gone years covered with cocoanut oarts or groves, the
Government had to purchase and clear them to afford the
present noble open prado. This is the favorite resort for
carriage drives, where cvery J ehu—European and Indian
—displays his acquaintance with the whip-fraternity ; and
sometimes with such rapid recklessness, to the manifest
terror of less spirited creatures. ‘The vicinity towards
Kambala and the Breach, and the immediate contiguity
of the R. C. Military Church at Kulaka are esteemed by
those whose object is Zava khana—the Urdu expression
importing the enjoyment of the breeze, literally ¢ to eat
the breeze”  On the Usplanade, almost directly hefore
(though fully a stone’s throw from) the Commander-in-
chief’s fair weather quarters at the Presidency, is an open
shed with a fancy roof of wood-work, built at the sugges-
tion of Mr, Clerk while Governor of Bombay, where the
Garrison Band executes with no little talent and taste

hetween the hours of five and seven of an alternoon thrice.

a week the popular picces of the day, concluding on every
occasion with the National Anthem. Whenever the
Head Quarters of a royal corps should be stationed at
Kulaba, the intermediate eveaings are at times (dependent:
upon the pleasure of the commanding officer) as harmo-
niously occupied ; and the cool of the evening is thus
agrecably passed away, particularly during the hot
weather, and after the trying exertions of the day. The
Garvison Band, we have elsewhere remarked generally
accompanies the Governor with his movements from the
Presidency; not however when Mahabaleshvar should be
his retreat.
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IV. -~ PICNIC SCENES FOR THE ANTIQUARIAN
AND SPORTSMAN.
A Fragment.

The mere ethnography of Western India would be
interesting, if it did not exceed the limits and purpose of
the present volume. When Sir William Harris upon his
return from Southern Africa exhibited (in the Town-hall)
along with the stuffed specimens of the object of his
rifle—the garbs of the band of Moselekatse, the Fungis,
and other nomadic tribes ; even Hindus looked with
cqual concern and amusement at the strange habiliments
of the Afriean hordes while around them lay scattered
clans, equally as wild and predatory in character, if not
quite so savage in disposition. Theirs too was a home as
indistinet, a faithlessness in futurity, and a recognition of
“ the God of Tigers’ as the divinity of their faith—the per.
sonification of the lord of their forest was the Supreme
Majesty they worshipped.  And such are the I?ntodis.
Waratis, Nakras, and others. ‘The Parsis alone, of all the
people of India proper, possess any thing like European
stunina.  Indu-Portuguese arc sub-divided into pan-
inthers, or natives of Salset ; and nothers, or natives of
Bombay, who designate themsclves occasionally as portas
Sfora. The Jesuits romanised a portion of the Puranas aud
the Kulis in their Christian Churches sing this once «
year as a portion of the Papal liturgy ; this has been
recently ascertuined—Dbut what various and  singular
disclosures transpire daily to the student in quest of
information in the East ! Yet, entertaining as all this is,
and must ever prove to be ; it is desirable. in an Oriental
climate to seck relaxation from literary as well as physical
exertion. India is truly the land of the sportsman—here
arc the Katiwar lion, the tiger, the chetah, the hyena, the
panther, the hog—* the tusky denizen of the forest.” the





