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146 CHAPTER THREE

it.” The therapeutic value of Mesmerism, like electficity, therefo.re,.lay
in its ability to stimulate animal heat in people. This was the a:ss’xmllw
tion of the eightcenth-century electrical body to 2 logg Fradmon of
climatic medicine derived from the ancients, and Llndcrplxxnlng the past
half-century of natural historical inquiry. But above all, th}S report
related ph_\"sical and moral causes and their etfects very dxrectly to
the world’s active principle—Dbe it manifested as electricity or animal
heat—which circulated throughout the economy of nature, from sky
to plant to animal to atmosphcre, and between individual humans. In
prerevolutionary Irance atmospheres were not mf:rely ha.zardous to
health, thev were what bound members together in a society, deter-
mined their physical and moral qualities, and tied them to.the economy
of nature. The cohesion of society itself was at stake in the improvement
of the air. o

De Jussieu’s use of clectricity as the mediator for moral/physical in-

teractions was thus not unusual in the 1780s. But his world fluid resem-
bled the universal Mesmeric fluid in many ways. Moreover, his account
was taken up by the radical Jean-Lows Carra as the basis for his re\'o!w
tionary political theory, as described by Darnton: “Moral causes, like
unjust legislarion, disrupted one's atmosphere and hence one's hca?th,
st as physical causes produced sickness; and convcrsel_\‘*, physical
causes could produce moral effects, even on a broad scale. *The same
etfects take place, every moment, in society; and one has not yer ven-
wured to acknowledge their importance, T believe, beeause one hﬂs.not
vet sutficiently connected the moral to the physical. ™" The investiga-
tion of that connection between the moral and the physical within ic
cconomy of nature characterized much of the activity of savants dtln'mg
the Revolurion. In addition, the cconomy of nature became incrcgsmgly
important as a site of scientific investigation duril}g’thc RC\'()]llflO{].. In
1792 the Académie des Sciences proposed as its prize essay competition
the topic of the economy of nature, since “it was time that the attention
of savants was fixed on the solution of this great problem.” By what
processes,” it asked, "does narure operate this circulation between the
three kingdoms? . . . The cause and mode of the phcnonu“nzl have, up
to now, been enveloped in an almost impenctrable vcil."““’ .

At the new Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle, the concern to 1nvcsrfgare
the moral-physical relationship manifested itself in public dissections,
such as Mertrud's dissection ot the Versailles rhinoceros on Septem-ber
26, 1793, betore the members of the Comité de Salut Public. A detailed
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account of this, including a brief description of its moeurs by Dauben-
ton, survives in manuscript.' The study of animal moeurs was also more
actively advocated by naturalists during the Revolution, and received
considerable state support. In 1791 Pinel's “Recherches i faire par les
voyageurs pour concourir efficacement aux progres de la zoologie,” a
memoir written for the Société d’Histoire Naturelle when its members
were engaged in deciding how to instruct the voyagers traveling in
scarch of Luapérouse, lamented the inadequacy of naturalists’ knowledge
of varieties, “an object of natural history which can as yet only be
sketched.” Pinel’s zoology was to be “anthropocentric” in the same way
that Buffon's had been twenty or thirty years before: namely, the inves-
tigations of zoologists were to contribute to understanding the effects
ot climate on man. Above all, he appealed for travelers to “note with
care all that can exert a more or less powerful influence” upon species,
-ich as “the position of places, their temperature, the variations of the
«easons, the qualiries of the soil or the inequalities which can make
“hem Low or Mountainous, the principal vegetable productions which
zrow there naturally, the Nature of the foodstuffs that result from them
‘or animals and man, the more or less savage and rustic state of the
ttter and the more or less advanced state of civilization of the indi-
“iduals of the human species.”"™ Such an inquiry would transform the
cractice of natural history, in Pinel's view. The Société d'Histoire
Naturelle’s report to the Assemblée Nationale on the Lapérouse expedi-
wonsimilarly stressed the importance of examining the effects of cli-
e,

Prior to becoming intendant of the Jardin for six months in 1793, the
wniter Jacques-Henri Bernardin de Saine-Pierre had already attracted
wrention with a proposal for a menagerie to be established at the Jar-
din Aabin-Louis Millin, Pinel, and Alexandre Brongniart wrote a
“vorable report on his memoir of 1792 to the Société d’Histoire Na-
mrelles ™ However, the menagerie came into being only in 1794. The
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