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a browser, Litters of up to three are known.

! >CHiedyd :
two Families: the RHINOCEROTIDAE, with two species; “t
(white) and hook-lipped (black) rhinoceros, and the Equi

and Burchell's zebras.

HOOK-LIPPED OR Plate 39
BLACK RHINOCEROS No. 1
(Swar'trenoster)

Diceros bicornis

Shouider height about 1,6 m, mean mass: males
about 850 kg, females 880 kg.

At one time occurred on the slopes of Table
Mountain and had a wide distribution through-
out the Subregion where the only naturally
occurring populations today are those in the
extreme northwestern parts of Namibia, where
very few are left; those in the Hiuhluwe-Corri-
dor-Umfolozi game réserve complex in Natal, in
the Zambezi Valley in northeastern Zimbabwe
and in central Mozambique. Being browsers,
their habitat requirements are an adequate food
supply in the form of shrubs and trees up to
about 4 m high, shade to rest in during the hotter
parts of the day, water to drink and to bathe in,
and mud in which to wallow.

Characteristic features that distinguish the
hook-lipped rhinoceros from its square-lipped
relative include the prehensile upper lip, used in
grasping food, the shorter head, longer neck
and smaller, rounded ears, It lacks the con-
spicuous hump seen on the shoulders of the
Square-lipped rhinoceros and is dark grey with
lighter underparts. The thick skin has a sparse
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coat of bristly hairs, there are hairy fringes to the rounded ears and a tuftt:;
black hair on the end of the tail. There are sweat glands scattered .overff
surface of the skin, which exude droplets of sweat under stress, and it suffers

“om skin lesions, caused by a filaria parasite. These lesions are blood

encrusted and ulcerate and haemorrhage. The horns of the hook-lipped

' inoceros are similar in composition to those of the square-lipped rhinoceros,

bt the larger front horn is round at the base. The cushioned feet lack trle_z

indentation on their rear edge that is manifest in the spoor of the squa

pped rhinoceros.

Through its browsing it prunes bushes so that they become roundedhon t:g

sides and top. As it cuts the stems with its premolar. teeth, the bushes s ovx;t :

ign of the breaking or tearing that is characteristic of elephant feeding. h!s

3itary in habits; the only stable bond is between the C%M{hand hegg?all;zr:; taruz
i i ists i k t pregnancy. er ass .
tionship persists into the cow’s nex. '

:Iaisitory. Pl'he bulls do not defend a territory and generaily avoid contact with

: other adult bulls, but they will fight over an oestrous cow, and there is a high

mortality in bulls between eight and ten years of age. Bulls will test thfe” rtr)le;t}(lj
of other bulls by charging at them, screaming, with hea'd Iowered,t(;rrswtx)etV\LIJ(-:‘erl
i i ion there are complex encoun
them with the horns. Prior to copulation _ s etween
i to the ground which the bu
bull and the cow. The latter squirts urine on h
::ii sniff and then exhibit Flehmen. The bull apprgaches the cow stiff Ieggcra\tl:l,
his hind legs dragging, and they may spar with ther;horn: thtetcr:‘(;\/\;ggrgtc;r Z
i i i i ime throughou
king him. A single calf is born at any time
azsat:lt;oﬁ period of about 15 months. The cow suckles her calf for ailoo.‘t;tba
3ear but it starts to browse on its own at about a few weeklsl, O.ltd‘ Shihc:rl jv ilth Z
i i ; if it has strayed, calls its mo
tting a high-pitched mew; the calf, if i i ‘
Zg;l'owiag sq%eal. Calf mortality is high, "caused by predation by hor;sS ;gnsc;
hyaenas.

SQUARE-LIPPED OR WHITE Plate 39
RHINOCEROS No.2
(Witrenoster)

Ceratotherium simum

ight: females

Shoulder height: males about 1,8 m,
about 1,6 m; mass: males 2 000-2 300 kg,
males 1 400-1 600 kg. : -
feToday only occurs naturally in the HIuhIuwe-Cortndor.-Um.folom game
reserve c’omplex in Natal, but has, from surplus populations in this area,.beﬁn
widely translocated to many reserves and to privately owngd properties in t‘ e
Subregion and to zoos overseas. Its habitat requirements include flat terrain,
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drinking water and mud in which to wallow and
areas of palatable short grasses on which to
graze.

Grey in colour, the body with a sparse coat of
bristly hair, the skin with scattered sweat glands,
which exude droplets of sweat when the in-
dividual is under stress. The two horns, borne
by both sexes, are situated on top of the muzzle
and are composed of a mass of tubular hair.
They are outgrowths of the skin and are not
attached to the skull. The front horn is usually
much larger than the hind, its base with a
straighter transverse front edge than in the hook-
lipped rhinoceros. Characteristic features are
the elongated head, pointed ears, wide, squared-
off lips, and the distinct hump on top of the
shoulders. The feet have three digits, each
armed with a stout nail, and are cushioned
underneath. The soles have a distinct indenta-
tion on the rear edges, which marks in the spoor and distinguishes it from that
of hook-lipped rhino, which lacks this feature. The skin is very thick and is
folded on the front of the shoulders and at the junctions of the limbs and the
body. The senses of smell and hearing are acute but it has poor sight.

The square-lipped rhinoceros is found in small groups consisting of a
territorial bull, subordinate bulls and cows with their offspring. The territorial
bulls mark their territories by spray urination and by defecating in latrines
along their boundaries. They will charge trespassing bulls or horn clash with
them until they move off, but, when a female is in oestrus, fighting may ensue
and combatants are sometimes seriously wounded by the horns or by the
shoulder battering which takes place. If deposed, the territorial bull may be
allowed to remain providing he demonstrates his submissiveness. Square-
lipped rhinoceras walk slowly with their heads close to the ground, their
nostrils sometimes in contact with it and marking in the spoor, but under
stress can gallop at speeds of up to 40 km/h. They mud wallow, especially in
hot weather, as a means of thermoregulation and to get rid of ectoparasites.
They are grazers and drink water regularly. A single calf is born at any time of
the year after a gestation period of 16 months. During the two or three years of
association of cow and calf, the calf usually walks in front of its mother and is
guided by gentle taps from her horn. (S295)

Plate 39: 1. Hook-lipped (black) rhinoceros (p. 138). 2. Square-lipped (white) rhino-
ceros (p. 139).
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