ETS I I

GLOBAL CRIME SYNDICATES PROFIT FROM A NEW CONTRABAND

BLACK MIARKET

INSIDE THE ENDANGERED SPECIES TRADE [N ASIA

Ben Davies

Introduction By Jane Goodall

Produced by Adam Oswell / Vaimn photography by Patrick Brown

%y
.‘@; iy Pawt Dowe,
‘Q." 50\«/\ Rc\r{e\('_ CA j"‘qu
EARTIH AWARE EDIITONS

1-13¢

ZuwY







ANCIENT HISTORY

High up on the precipitous sandstone cliffs of Pha Taem in northeast Thailand. a

succession of prehistoric paintings extends around the hillside. The ochre paintings,

which date back some 2,000 to 4,000 years, depict human figures as well as giant

catfish, elephants, turtles, and primitive-locking animal traps. Drawn with animal

blood and mixed with vegetable gum and local soil, they are believed by archazologists

to be among the oldest cave paintings in the region as well as some of the first to

show hunter-gatherers at work.

For thour.ands of year. mam has hanled :nd tract:c wild amimals for food, for profit, ind
orparL r03BC @ re k phys o an s said to b transported 3 plum heaced par-ot from
Inea t0 rexch at Sreek Tre pry gkt - -eenrt-oot In o ahte was shar-. by ther curopear
aexande: the Sreat -eportedly sent an ingian eleprart "0 his 0la utor A7 st :tie, whose “asuinauon
with the anatomy of animals can be gauged by tis composiuon of nearly fitty volumes on zootogy.
By 21 B.C . large numbers of tigers. inrtaises, énd even a python hac been chipped to the sland of
Samaos, where th -+ vere rece ved by ihr Friperor Augurtus

- gr- at turAs and mammals of Asia wwere prized 3s more -han just - Cir b specimens 2
e heeled gut npublic on - p- Ao 3aans. SO enamored vith wiriie el-paant. va: ¥ing Nary of
Siam that he honared trem wath -plendidd sonorous ranie: and iavished every forn Uf luxury 1pen
them, from special attendants who burned incense to sweeten the e to musiclan: who ptayed
soothing music to help them sleep. When Fernao Mendes Pinto, @ Poruguese adventurer viuited
Ayutthaya 1n 1545, he obser.ed a white elephant being taken down to bathe n the rniver, shaded
‘rom *ne sun by twenty-"our servants carrying whie parasols and guarded by 3.000 armed men

If 2arly hunting me:tod: were pnmitive, relying on “raps. lubs,. and “.Jears upped with
bone, later gene:tion:: 0on perfected therr skills Akbar the Great, the 'cgend. iy Mogul emperar
kept 1,000 tramed cheetahs with whi b to hunt antelope. On one notable occasion, he surrounded
an area of sixty square miles with 10,000 soid ers and spent the nex: two munths hunting game
~ith only a sword. @ bow ard Ar-ov. and a spear. His Successor Jehang' »as even more Sraific enc
sisunguisned him elf Dy <1ling a otal «.1 889 wiid puffato n addit un to many arher *ypes of wvildie:

By the “hir-eznth century, tte irade in wildhfe 1In A-1a was already 1well ~s5tablisiied. Wren tne
Chinese emissary Chou Ta-Kuan visited Cambodia in 1297, he observed a thriving market in ugers,
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panthers, bears, wild boars, stags, and gibbons. “The most sought-after products are the feathers of
Ihe kingfisher, efephant tusks, rhinoceros horns, and beeswax,” he wrate in his celebrated account
Customs of Cambodia, which was first puplished in 1312, According to Chou, who spent a year in
Ihe country, light-colored and veined rhinoceras horns were especially highly regarded together with
tusks from an elephant freshly killed by spears.

Part of the reason for the popularity of rhino horn was its use in the making of ceremonial
yoblets. The Chinese believed that if poison was placed in a goblet made from the horn of a male
rhino, the liquid would magically froth. Such was the level of treachery in the early kingdams of
Clwna that these beautifully carved gobiets became an indispensable item for use in oath-taking
ceremaonies, 8y the beginning of the fourteenth century, China boasted an imperial workshop in

The Maharaja which 150 craftsmen did nothing else but make objects from rhino horn and ivory.
Nepal There was, however, another reason for this amimal's widespread popularity. The male
Early 1900's rhina’s sexual proclivities were legendary. Mating could fast for anything from twenty minutes to
ABOVE several hours and be repeated several times a day. The secret to these exertions was believed to lie
Shumshere, King of Nepal, : . . . . ) X
. in the rhino horn, which weighed up to a kilagram and was made from densely matted rough hair.
poses on the massive head of an ) ) ) )
indian one homed rhinoceros. As a result, powdered rhino horn became known in some circles as the ultimate aphrodisiac, a belief
that has since been widely disproved.

PREVIOUS PAGE
The Maharaja Shumshere, King Other healing properties were aiso ascribed to the rhino. Chinese pharmacists commaonly

of Nepal, displays the total kil N . . .

for one hunting season. recommended the use of rhino horn and hooves as a remedy for teprosy, snakebites, and venereal

+ disuases. Rhino urine was consumed as a cure for asthma and the il from rhing skin for bellyache

) and deafness. “It is generally known that the hunting of rhino is very much stimulated by the great

"Hunting is a glorious - : e _ R

L Eu S S value attributed to aimost all parts of the rhing’s body,” noted a Dutch author at the beginning of

sort of vice wor kin g " the twentieth century. One of the most miraculous claims came from india. Pregnant women were

e . [ © advised that they could alleviate birth pangs by placing a rhino horn under the bed. As a result, rhino
its narcotic with ail , A

‘ horns would commaoniy be rented out Lo expectant mothers,
rhe efficac Y Of the Meanwhile, the fame of the strange looking rhinoceros had already spread further afield.
; i o Ny ixte f ! i j

L D ! G uitous 0 0 [3 D v' In the early six egnth century, the‘ ermperor of Cambay, ong of the rTTany staFes in India, presentecl

’ the Portuguese King Emmanue! with a great ane-horned rhino as a gift. Wanting to test this strange

animal’s strength, the king put it in a ring with an elephant. The elephant fled the moment that it

spotted the one-horned creature. The king was delighted by the novelty of the rhino and decided to

present it to Pope Leo X. The ship carrying the rhino, however, was hit by a storm and capsized. w0
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{ The Ouford English dictiona, has a voimiiion 1o ohe e “olund o0 1oy

! *o obtain bootw by rorce. To seize valuible oo ls o ste l oreoloat. Forin |

I . .. . . . .

| 1~ the Engitsh language sum :p so will <he s#ura0n (2 13 in the soznte.

|

\
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and eighteenth centurics. It must have be:n cxrraordinary to sec ships pilw ll!
! high with tamed elephants. tigevs, bufrilo. birds of paradise, and deor s

sa:ling across the great oceins co China. Japar, and -a: Indian stozes 203
the Bay of Bengal. In gigantic haolding pens on the quaysidz at Aceh as many 15
' twenty elephants at a time were crowded together. awasting transport to far-o't
continents like lambs to ~he slaughter.

‘ SUCH vy T Ak f the plude: that pecial ships tad t e bl tu oo crmod:te he
\ ‘ ammals frestly piucked from the jungles of Aua If the cond tions of s.ave boat. are anytning to
‘ g0 by, their plignt mus: have been horrific. Crammed into tiny spaces and chaired at he feet, t-
| sierct of urne 3 d feces wuald have filled the ves el with unutt rable sgua or Many f the anmals
dedont e gaesciate viyages ~ddled Dy direascs oun s - aped thr - necles and el
‘ ! overbucrd Gt the animal that et port, barely o) percent sunaved the gurrey gut the enorme
profits moie than made up -or these ~hor:-term 1miLhaps
| The industrial age of colomzation upped the ante as never before. In the rame of progre:.s,
~s1an Count-es were strppsd of therr econo't i wealth on 1 cale st defier. imagir ation Once
mignty tracts of ranforest were torr down 0 buid railways and bridges. In their place, “he great
l torchbearers of civilization lett behind a bleachad and denuded landscape.
i Between 1875 and 1925, at least 80,000 tigers were killed in Inght alone  a feat so
catastrophic that it recalled the: steat buffale klings of North Av--nca in whr' b i entire: specie,
‘ vas virtualy wiped out in athe mor-- than thres decades. In thi. cie how.evar the slaugnier took
‘ ' place ai-e- the British caionial masters dectared the t.ger a pest and of‘ered bounties for its head

Nepal
Other types of wildlife, including at least 150.000 leopards, were also indiscriminatzly shot as indian Early 1900s

} princes, Briiish officers, and civil servants rampaged through the forests It was as if wildiife had Royal hunting party rallies
[ been -educed to a commodity, merc lessly hunted for money or for pieasure on elephant back




SaHT
Nepal
Early 1900s

The resuits of a royal hunt.

The scale of the kiling was all the more ternfying gwven the special reverence that Indians
neld for any life-form—a concept known as atimsa, meaning the avoidance oi harm. Elephants were
veneraed as symbols of Ganesh, the Hindu god of wisdom Tigers were worshipped as guardians of the
|urgle, crecited with mystical powers anrf believed t0 sprout wings in orcer to travel vast distances.

Religious beliefs and superstitions, however, did iittle to save the amimals of the indian
subcontinent. In a small studio in Kathmandu owned by Kiran Manchitrakar, the grandson of one
of Nepal's most famous court photographers, there is a black-and-winte photograph of that era.
It shows an austere-looking man lined up against a backdrop of around 180 tiger, leopard, and
crocadile skins. The photograph is faded, the picture of a bygone era. But the formal atlire, the stff
collars and top hats, give the appearance more of a pheasant shoot on an English summer's day
than of a giganuc culling of some of the world's rarest species of wildlife. The man in the photo is
the Maharaja Shumshere, the King of Nepal and the display of animals and skins, the total kil for
one season.

To ensure that he wasted no time in pursun of his prey, the Maharaja would commonly send
out seven or eight groups of shikars, or seasoned beaters, to scour the forest-clad foothilis in search of
tger tracks. Once a tiger or a rhino had been spotted, members of the shooting party mounted on up
to 200 etephants would encircle the animal. As the cornered beast charged the solid wall of clephants,
the Maharaja and his favored guests would spring forward and dispatch it with a biast of the nifte.

The rehish with which the maharajas went about funting m this remote corner of the
Himalayas was also shared by British royals In 1911, Queen Elizabeth's grandfather, King George Vv
wisited Nepal, ‘where be ard a large entourage spent three days hunting in the jungle. King George
reportedly shot one of eighteen rhinos as wall as several ugers Ten years later, the Prince of wales
350 jomned the Maharaja Joodha Shumshere on arie of his INfamous shoots. 50 close s the historical
relatonship between the two countnies that when Queen Zlicabeth I visited Nepal in 1961, she was
presented vath 2 2.5-meter wsk that was mntricately carved by one of the country’s mas: famous
family artisans. =m
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" 'THE HUNTERS OF ASSAM

On a moonlit night in January, Mohammed Khaleque and Mohammed Faizuo!

leave the village of Kokowary, a sprawling settlement of tumbledovin houses and

festering scwers situated in the povertyrstricken plains of Assam ‘n nor-heast India.

Following a dirt track that leads towards the distant foothills, they make their way

through the now deserted countryside to Pabitora Wildlife Sanctuary, home to

seventy-five greater Asian one-horned rhinos.
in the shadowy grasslands on the fringes of the park. they are joined by a group of un-
employed laborers frorm a neighboning village. T1e men wosk quietly, but with fierce concentration,
aiways on the lookout for ary sisen of the park rangers who conducl might patrols and who <hoot
to kill. One: of the willagers u»winds a coil of wire, which he attaches :0 the overhead power supply
that runs along the park boundary. Sapporting the wire on hamboo sticks, he sirings st for almosi a
kilometer Lo an area the "hinos are known to frequent.
RMiNos are creatures of habit. Ther eyesight 1S poor, but their sense of smell and hezring
15 acute. Sa the men wai: downwind in sikznce. Finally, out o° the darkness they glimpse the outiine
of a riuno lumbering down tae trail toward them. wWithin seconds of toucning the wie, *he rhino is
Jead—electrocuted by 11 kifowatl:, its head ripped asunder. For the poachers, however, the epi-
sode also ends n tragedy. Iwo of the: men touch the cable in error and die nstantly, The others flee
inta the might bt not before hacking off the valuable rhino horn with a hatchet
Here, on the heavily populated plains of Assam, where informers are paid money to report
such incigents, word of the killing travels fast. A day later, police from the Mayong district raid the vil-
lage of Koxowary. They discover the rhino norn hidden in the back of a house. Two men are arresied
or charges of assisting the poachers, and three others escape to neighboring states.
The underground channels, howsever, lead far beyond the poor villagers of Kokowary, who
struggle to teed :hewr ‘amiltes in whatever way they can. The real trade is
darker, more invis.b'e—extend:ng its grasp with ruthless efficiency from
:he poachers to corrupt police and government officials and everitually
via countless meddlemen to the iniernational smugglers who transsort
the rnino horns to iheir final desunation
Demand 15 the insidious force that drives the internasional

Kaziranga National Park
Assam, India
May, 2003

RICHT AL FELOW
Rangers patroliing on elephant.

Specially designed shotgun
shelis that are made to kil
rhinos. in this case they are
not being used to kill the rhino
for its homn, hut to protect the
rangers from a charging rhino.
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trarficking of rhino horn. And with fewer than 3,000 Asian rhinos left in Southeast Asia. demand is at record highs Since
1987 more than 600 rhinos have been shot. electrocuted. or poisoned in and around Assam's widlife sanc:uanes, desoite
the presence of some of the mos: dedicated rangers in the country. On the international black market, the rhino horns
alone would tetch US $15 miflian Local rangers joke that its ke guarding the crown jewels. In this case, however, the
rhinos are uninsured, while the men who protect them are grossly under-unded and often outgunned

Less than five kilometers as the crow flies from Kokowary, Mrigen Barue 1s on the radio, checking his outposts i Pabi
tora Aveteran ranger. he has spent the paut twenty years bttling to preserve one of the few remaining stronghoids of the Asian
rhino. Hiu efforte very nearly cost him his iife The hrst bme that poachers tried to kill lim was in August 1998 when Mrigen was
condugciing a might patrol accompaniac by three forest rangers. A group of men opened fire. sending the rangers scrambling for
cover. in the subseauent shoot-out, one of the poachers was injured. but Mrigen escaped unscathed. On a second occasion in
February 1999, a bullet smashed through the open window of Mngen's vehicle as he was dnving through the wildife sanctuary,
mussirg lum by inche:. 'They tried to eliminate me because | was clamping down too heawily on poachers,” ne says, s voice
traling off into alence:

Staring out over the marshlands of Pabitora, now filled with cnmson witter liles, spotted pond turtles and a proru-
sion of waterfowl, 't I1s hard to imagine that such events cver occurred Cries of megraiory birds fil the air as a fish-eating
eagle swoops down on his prey, darting through the lush vegetation. A water monitor, the second largest hizard in the world,
slithers through the ghistening mud. In the cistance, a herd of rhinas graze undisiurbed in the late afternoon hignt

Against all the adds, however, this stocky man with tus neat y (nmmed moustache znd indomitable passion for wild-
life. has successfully wrned the tide at Pabitora Over a five year penod, Mingen has arresterd dozens of peachers including Ab-
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Pabitora Wildlife
Sanctuary

Assam, India

2003

A parr of great Asion

one -homed rhinoceroses

lie dead—electrocuted
by poachers
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Mai Sai/Tachilek
Thailand, Burma
September, 2003

in the Thai-Burma border town of Thachilek, a Asian thino horn is put on display, the asking
price is 8,000 USD. Tachilek is 3 major outiet and transit point tor wildiife products.

dul Kalarr, believed to be one of the local masterminds behind the rhing killngs. He has also confiscatec!
large numbers of guns and ammunition. And with ihe assistance of Pradeen Nath, an incorruptbie ‘ocal
palice officer, he iteraily drovi: the poachers away.

It's a remarkable actievement, all the more so for the imited resources that park rangers
have at thewr disposal and the disproportionate risks that these men take in the ling of duty. it is also
prooi that close ccoperation between rangers, conservat:onists and local communities ¢an pravide
areal and lasting solution,

in neighboring Kaziranga National Park, hame to the largest population of Asian rhinos
n the world, similar coflaborat:on has also yielded spectacular resuits From rampant poaching in
the early 1990s, the number oi rhinos killed every year has fallen to a handful, thanks to rigorous
enforcement, the use of paid informers, and the start up o 8 number of locally and internauonally
funded community projects. In the nearby towns and villages, famites who once relied on illegal
hunting for their income now sell fresh produce i local markets. The State Forastry Department
has invested in new imgation schemes. As many as 600 viSitors now arnve In Kaziranga every day
providing employment and a renewable source of income for the local people.

Success, however, has come at a price. Hunters 'who once targeted Pabitora and Kaziranga
are looking further afield to other wildliie sanctuaries where rangers are not armed and where the
risks of confrontation are lower. in the vaidlife sanctuary of Manas, which straddlss the india-Bhutan
border, only a handful of rhings remain out of a total of ninety-seven recorded less than a decade
ago. Meanwhile, n Lackhawa Wildhfe Sanctuary, a park that once boasted almost 5 parcent of the
world's rning population, nolL one remains.

For Mrigen Barua and Pradeep Nath, who helped turn around the situation in Pabitora,
there 1s aiso a sad ending. In late 2002 both men were transferred from their posts despite their
unblemished record. Local officials claimed that it was a regular transfer, one of many carried out
every year in Indian wildlife sanctuaries. But their removal was foliowed by a noticeable increase in
poaching activities in the region.

Several months later, a far greater tragedy occurred. Nilom Bora, a courageous young wild-
life conservationist who was instrumental in setting up a network of informers around the wildlife
parks in Assam, was Stabbed to death. His body was found iying on the side of the road, close to
where he had been carrying out an undercover surveillance operation. He had suffered countless
knife wounds to the head and chest, and had been dead for at least thirty-six hours when his body
was recovered. Despite ongeing poiice investigations, his killers have not been apprehended. Nilom
was Just thirty years old when he died, the latest casuaity of the war against poachers. £

91 CHAPTER THREE: The Underground Channels




HIMALAYAN NETWORKS

If you follow the 1liegal viid! ‘¢ channels from India thorazhto Cnosn oo,
the rugged foothills of th: Humalayas, at some stag: you are po-nd -5 enc
up in Nzpal. Buttressed between its two giant neighbors and ith 1 sord.
that stretches for 2,500 kilomeicrs, this remote and monarainous kinguom has
long included part of the old salt route that lured traders over i5s 12y pass:s

with the promise of undreamed of wealth. Todav, however. Nepal his fallen
on hard times. Torn apart by a bloody civil war that has killed tnousands. tne
kingdom has been largely deprived of the tourist revenues that were once its
zconomy’s lifeblood. As a result. Kathmandu, the cavoital city, is fast bucomiag
a modern-day Casablanca, teeming with wildlife traffickers, drug smugglers.
gunrunners, and government informers who lurk in its thriving underworld.

Tothe exten- that i1 i vsibie he wvildlfe rade i, ! Jated n the Thamel and Pitan aistrict,
~n-re s decaces backpacker - and tour - ave taysd N rouie for ek 0 the Hir slayas Ao &
the nar-ow utreet's, now clogged witn half empty hotel' and sauvenir nops. vendor - till tout hippy
walstcoats, fake CDs and cheap woodsn el-phant:. But 2 tourst doflar, iave dwindled the trade:
has hited to ther more lucrative areas of burine s Vo

Inguire about ey 2l wildlife produc: e atfir tmetvathblark tare . anddeniyl. Gvergla: €. ]
of Assam tea and pleasantries exchanged in *he back of shops, however, most owner:; 00N warm ta As o HPE
the idea of making a quick profit W:thin hours of arrvang in Thamel, a flurry of phone calis leads to offers enforcamant
of shathoosh. the highly prized wooi extrac«.d from ihe ihro3i and undert elly of the endangered chiru, AT gt
<L.nned down by the thotr .and'. an the -y "lcpe, ot Tibet Puret ased here in the underg: ound markets of 2T

. ‘ .
Kathmandu for US $1,000, the ame shawl ¢an |:e sold in [-irope or the LS for iifteen ime:s that amount : l ol [) Perbietsn !
Ivory trinkets, python skin handbags. and coats made from leopard skin are al::0 for sale, warehoused n
othar parts ot town 10 avoid Lrvwanied at'ention

it's @ common enqugh story in this picturesque capital of -emples and golden pagoca-
A short distance from Thame! in the distnet known as Bouddha, vendors openly sell birds sich
1S golden parakee:s and red mun yas de:pie regulation. bannirg the irade and trar uit of widhf::

aronned tio

RN D

R




Chitwan National Park
Sauraha, Nepal
January, 2004

A small group of Royal

Nepalese solders patroiling on
elephant at daybreak.

The vendors also take orders for rarer species such as hornbills and falcons, kept out of sight to
avoid umwelcome inquines. Smuggled over he border by the thousand from the town of Patna in
northwest india, the birds are often flown via Hong Kang to Pakistan. There coliectors snap them up
or mix them in with non-endangered bird species, then send them to Europe.

In Kathmandu’s closely-knit underground network, the channels for wildiife operate largely
by word of mouth. Bouchon, a {nendly Nepali in tus late thirties, warks in an antigue shop situated
close to the Boudhanath Stupa, one of the city's most revered and ancient shrines. He seils finely
woven carpets, authentic Tibetan furniture, and Himalayan tribal art. He also acts as a conduit for
less legal types of business. Asked if he knows where to buy chests covered n tiger skin, Bouchon
imtially shrugs his shoulders and denies any knowledge. But after an hour of gentie coaxing, he
admits that he has a friend who may be of assistance.

fwo phone calls later a Tibetan trader built like a colossus leads the way down a narrow
alleyway 0 an unmarked garage, its door firmly boited with a brand new padiock. Inside the dimly
lit garage, an Aladdin’s cave of wildhfe items is stacked up to the ceiling: wooden chests covered
with tiger skir; antique boxes wrapped in leopard skin; pieces of tinely carved furniture cloaked in
snow leopard skin. Prices start at just US $1,000 apiece, with a special discount for bulk orders. And
transport 1S not a problem. To conceal the skins from the prying eyes oi customs officials, leather is
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sewn are nd he b pricr to wpmert. Noto:sy il ever krow what isinsde s#s Beveun
ad - nane SEhe. chent s have Lee 1 stopped

30ucon . xcellent onta t i1 e export br.siness aiso ensur ihat here b b
aifficulty setting th e b ests out ¢ Tr.oru.van Arport Nepal - anly internatonal arpo: :nd “te - 0s!
common =¥t point "o wildlfe seni lleg:iy ‘0 Euroce. the Miagie EzSt ano Other Asian marke
Mot uom officiils cantie |y diferenc - beteen ar - dasgered et mal ad 3 lvg N eaper”
53yS Bulhon ihose th:t can arc ger<ral v persucded o ook the other v.ay.

ke “he ilegal rat.ck ng of ‘bl-od dizmonds ' in Angola or -he black market t-ade 1 tmber
and narcotics 10 Burma, it - ohtical candict that has he (-ea fuel “he diczy nise ¢ valdiite traticking Fere
n Nepal. In the remote western part of the country, Maolist rebels batthng “or a communist republic a'e

blamed ‘or a spate of rhino killings that have shocked this counry, which s 2lready hardened by years
of war 1n a matter of week . twenty :nino-. were killed ard thewr noms probably bartered for :weapan
on the Chir'ese border

For those men «who are caught, there is littie mercy. n the :own of “asara. on the southern
fringes of t1e Royal Chitvan Na:ional P:rk. there 1, a miiitary @il used 0 iemporarly 1ock up poacers
It's dark ind dingy ane reeks of huma excrement Half a dozen men believed to be part of a ocal
poaching gar g are held urder guard Jchind barbed e “ences. Unwasned and frighrercd 'oxing,
they were oicked LD two veek- earler d inng one f -he regular night patruls. But tney have not yet

Chitwan National Park
January, 2004

At the 8haratpur barracks

a group of Royal Forestry
Department Officers display
seized tiger and snow leopards
skins. The stockpile Is five
yeears ofd and the vaiue is an
estimated US $750,000.
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been formally charged with poaching offenses anc they were not found in possession of wilcllife.

The web of intrigue that surrounds the wildlife trace in Nepal extends far beyond the armed
rebels, International traffickers, and small-ume poachers that floursh in this increasingly lawless
kingdom. Back in 1992, a young reporter by the name of Mangal Man Shakya was working on a story
about the rhino trade when he came across 1 stunning discovery. A trust operated by the Nepalese Royal
family was giving pairs of ive rhinos to 2008 in vanious foreign countries in exchange for US $250,000
donations The money was placed in a numbered bank account at Grnindlays Bank (now Standard
Chartered Bank) and rot even the Department of Natonal Parks
: - ' _ and Wildfe Conservation knew of its existence. Questions remain
gy T =y ; 1 about whether the money was a gift or a cover up for a major

E"iﬂﬂ .lﬂ!}m L1400 (8 | O 4 incident of wildife trafficking and about why r:obody outside the
: iy ‘ trust appeared to be aware of the payment.

On a Sunday afternoor: in March, Shakya 1S seated
i one of the many teahouses scattercd around the Thamel
district of Kathmandu. A reporter turned wildife investigator,
this generous and warm-hearted man has gone much i bring
the piight of the country’s wildlife to the attention of both the
government and conservationists. On one of his most recent
trips. Shakya spent thirty days on the Tibetan border as part ofa
team sent in to track down hunters of the rare Tibetan antelope.
Since then Shakya, who is now chairman of the wildlife Watch

Kolkata, India Group, has traveled all around the region in a bd to pressure governments to take action to stem
May, 2003 the tracle. “How 15 it that the trade is so large and the response so small?” he says without so much
Inside one the oldest gunsimith as a note of bitterness in s voice,
shops in India; the shop has .

been in the same tamity for five Few Nepalese believe that the situation will change any time soon. More money put aside
generations. It was the first port for wildlife enforcement means fewer funds to fight the rebels and fewer kickbacks for the military

of call when the “Great White . . . . N ,
Hunters® from England hit the and provincial authorities who take a cut from the black market trade. And when corruption goes ali

shores of India. *he way t0 the top, there is nobody left to sct an example. k
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SAVING THE RHINO

| On a crystal clear morning in March, Chitwan National Park ir southern Nepal
; echoed with the sound of gunfire. Less than fifty meters from 1 forest clearing, a
great onechorned Asian rhino staggered and fell to the ground, where it lay virtually
| motionless until a group of men approached. The men worked quickly, checking the
animal’s abdomen and talking into two-way radios. The rhino was then hoisted into
a wooden crate and driven off in a truck heading for the remote western border.

I Th.o stdden invas:on in Nepal's 0est-<nd.wn 1aonal park w35 not the work ~f peaches
n earch of the rhiro’s valuable hormn, but an ambitiow: atternpt by local and internat orl
UNLerva oNists "0 LCOost the rNo popLiation By r.nspertirg small group . ot 1 @ 3r1Mals ‘o row
wildlfe reserves. Named simply “Operation Rhing Trans.ocation” it represent one o the: Digsies:
nces at this an.mal hunte:d for its valu aple =nd densely matted F orn can b« saved

O all the iiegal forms of wilclite -rade, “he trarficking ot rh'no neen s the world's o't
secretve, profitable, and dargerous. Drven Dy the hora's extiaordn-ary value in some cases it's

NOUR TOfe tan - el ke vengnt e coid). it s long 0-er e doman of ov.ertsl ternaton ;
yndicaies These rurless operators atiempt to conurghit. ;upply and transport routes, much i the
#me wvay that nil ard rubbe: baron. sttempted = corner theli e pect e narket: Anyone who

o gets nthe wayis amply killed
During the: 1970s and 1980s, the: war to cantrol the lucrative rhino horn market opened up
anew ‘ront In -he face ot :03nr g demand for rtuno horn to maxe traditional ( hirese medic ne ar d
b ornamental dagger handles, 4 number of caiminal syndicates panded together The result was the

| Black Rhino

Altrough oy ‘i s ot nndom . pratie uly
surv v Leday, thing: nave o long and distingurhied
teror: e terr orein aoow: 0 miien yeae
N T TR DESY 3N Ty L greRp
ropreseaan many d.ifrent ecotvpe. and rosicirg
from temperate 10 archic regons ome resermbhd
grzfies, sore ho'zes. 'ome hipoo. whie ot ors
SO MO -2 MOGSA MITI3 Ly et Mng
Were One: mer ve Geopread 19 Noerh amenc ane
Europ= -han in Afnca and A2

tormation of the wor d's most powerful rhing-horn cartel

In varly 1993, a team of undercover nvestigitors from e UK -based Environmental
Investigat:on Agency et out 1o expose the violent netwark of traflickers [hew first Htop was 1o
Afnca, home of the biggest rhino population i the world. Steve Galster « “ Wid-ud in Bingkok wa
a member of the team. Gaister, an American, has participated in countles, undercover missons
invowing d-ugs. v-eapors, and wild an-mals 12 was his respensibility 19 wrack the rhino horns to therr
ultimaie destination From the ports of Durban and Cape fown in Soutn Africa, the trail led Galste:
thousands of mile- over the indian Ocean to a densely populated land off the coast of China By

e



Guwahati Zoo
India
May, 2003

A keeper at the
Guwahatit z00 touches
one of the rhinos, while
saying a siall dlessing.

Pabitora wildlife Sanctuary
Assam, India
May, 2003

Rangers and police stand guard over a
gang of Muslim poachers as they are
questioned by the media. When the
police searched the female member of
the gang’s house they found two rhino
horns under her kitchen bench. The two
horns were from a female rhino and her
calf which had been poached two days
earlier by means of electrocution.

the early 1990s, Tawwan had become the world’s center for rhino-horn smuggling. It had a stockpile
estimated to total nine tons—equivalent to 3,700 dead rhinos—with a street value of US 350 riillion
at the time. And the horns were openly on sale.

The trafficking routes, however, led beyond Taiwan to Guangzhou, a sprawling city of 6
million inhabitants in southern China. In the White Swan Hotel on the outskirts of town, Galster and
his Taiwanese assistant Rebecca Chen, first made contact with men whose aim was to drive the
rhino to extinction. “The smugglers believed that if the rhino became extinct, the price of rhino horn
could easily have doubled,” says Galster, who posed as a wealthy South African buyer of rhino horn.
“This was a calculated attempt to corner the market using horns from one of the most valuable ar
endangered species on earth.”

Galster learned that senior government officials were involved at every level of the
operation. Diplomats from North Korea and South Korea were itlegally importing the horn from South
Africa ro Taiwan in diplomatic pouches. Despite a blanke: ban on all trade between the two countries,
the consignments were then smuggled via Hong Xong to southern China. In the town of Zhiang
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g 1ar tne border v v einam. Sentate o ciar. eckpiled tr ey in thrcy vare T usin 1N
Lnewearehouse, Galster and Chen use¢ concealed camera:. 1o “lm 600 rhino hor:s poking out of
POt ek,

When Galstr agreec =0 purchise 11 tons of rhing nora for -:ash, the Cur+se .2l ers

“er-d 10 Ararge a milian, 5ot 10 - ccompany “he “hiprent to ine bordir v.itn Hong Korg From

thre he ho'n rould bave been sent arywher: in t woilg Irstead, tar ter boarded 3 ight to
Taiwan and then to Longon with the undercover film conceated on nis body The footage, together
with othe cocumentary evidence, wis presented to 1 pecal CITES weeting held n Bruwels. At
least .x officials e ol-ed 1 e dlagal opor K10N er und-C up and ert bor sl

Several montns s'e” a sureal ewert SCoursl AS groups Of --ager Cinese onlookers
watched spellbourd. a inountain of *hing harn was burned N gublic, Tke: 3 funeral py-e for Il the
woild to ee

he Lnprece len'ed uncr uve: :peration. howeyer, May ol Nave Lved the -hino teem
etne . F G VING te ProauL-on 3 Ne-.v and Cugner ar ¢rathce irg e ssures, j opulstion - n
50Me COoUNt i@s began ) ricovar A 0F 2002 trere «were clost 1o 3.000 'hinos in Asia Meanwile
In Africa, where some of the fargest mas:aces had taken place the number: ¢f black African rhino
and wtite African rhino e alsg o the .

Even g:3ge nev. . accured noApr! 2000 when s01cnists Tom t: wvor'd v, de Fund for
Hature (VVE) Using 41LtdMat ¢ nfrared move meni-ir g d (aeras wer abe 1o proo G the- first
documentary evider ¢ thiat the Javan rmino  thi world”. most engang: red mammal— 4l cxiited
in the walds of vietnam  The cameras confirmed what locals in the area had claimed for 3 nurber
of yrar: thataround €-ento en of the e :nima's inhabited the Nam Cat Tien National Pars in the
cuntry - southwest The rediscovery of 3 :pecies 1asi “een in vietnam in ‘e 2arly 1960° ha. - n
motion frenzied efforts to pull shis animal bacx from the brink of extincuon

Whether the rhwno can survive in aworld of depieted forests and fast-growing populations is
Irkely ta depend as mucti dn continued international pressure: from government:. and Conservanoni-ts
“ia It 1o ON preservation of therr nabtat But “here 15 a lesson hat can b drav.n rom “he daitle to
save te rhino i’ the 'wor.d is committed to topping the trade n wildiite and 1t 1> preparad (0 usa iIts
full legal and fimancral mu:ic= to do =0, then 1t can and will be successful. 4

" \I,
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Chitwan National Park
Bharatpur, Nepal
January, 2004

At the Bharatpur barracks. @
Royal Forestry Department Of-
ficer holds a rhino poached for
its horn. The stockpile of items
is five years old and the value
Is an estimated US $750.000.

BLACK MARKET 134







mmmeanmmm mmmwm .
“mummmdmm1mmcmmsnmm
mmmmdamm1mmmmmmt : “
mmmwmmmmmmwmmnmwwmndm "
Oougls-Hamilton; ian and Orla: Sattle for the Elephants 1mnmlnﬂumusn.umvum .
Fitzgeraid; Sarah: intamational Wikiite Trade: mmwﬂmawomwlmemm
MUnwm1mmmmmmmmm ) oL
i | ' MWWTMWM”WWD 1mmummmmu

mauwmmnmw&mmsmm
‘Mager, Wik Saving WO Tigers. 2001. Pesmanent Black. DR, - 3
mmwmmdm 1m.mmm

Bt of the tine. The Globel Threst to Sharks, 2001, WINAKL : © - -
mwummmmm 1997, mmm«.

fvestigaton.
mmmmmumwmmm .
mmmmummhmmmmmmmm .
‘ mmmwmmmmmmmmm ‘



: menhotosmmxsl‘nmlsnookwetetam bypauucamwnanctaremproducsdvaﬂ:permlssmwlmmempum
‘ ‘ﬂnpmmwnsandongmmmdwmrbmnmmmammm




