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The Life, Character and Career of Sir Hans Sloane

Arthur MacGregor

The salient features in the life of Sir Hans Sloane have been
mapped out in a number of biographical studies. Since our
principal concern in this volume will be with Sloane the
collector, a brief survey will suffice here to provide a back-
ground against which the following essays may be set.

Almost all we know of Sloane’s antecedents can be
gleaned from a brief pedigree certified by Hans together
with his brother William in 1726,2 and from a memoir®
thought to be based on information culled from personal
interviews with Sloane by Thomas Birch,* conducted for
a projected series of biographical studies of contemporary
notables. We learn that Hans ‘was descended of a Family
originally of Scotland, but settied in the North of Ireland
upon the new Plantation of that part of the Kingdom in
the Reign of King James 1.* He was born at Killyleagh, Co.
Down. on 16 April 1660, the seventh son of Alexander
Sloane, by faith a Protestant and by profession the agent
for James Hamilton, 2nd Viscount Clandeboye and later Earl
of Clanbrassill.? Hans's mother, Sarah Hicks, came to Ireland
in the company of Anne Carey, daughter of the Earl of
Monmouth, who was to marry James Hamilton.”

Alexander Sloane died six years after Hans was born and
Sarah remarried by the time he reached eleven, moving
away from the village with her new husband. Hans appears
to have remained in Killyleagh and to have attended school
there. A ‘strong Inclination to the study of the Works of
Nature’® developed in the young Sloane, as he recalled in
later life:

I had from my Youth been very much pleas'd with the Study
of Plants, and other Parts of Nature, and had seen most of those
Kinds of Curiosities, which were to be found either in the Fields,
or in the Gardens or Cabinets of the Curious in these Parts.®

At the age of sixteen he was struck by a bout of spitting
blood, a pulmonary affliction that took three years to sub-
due and from which, despite a prudent regime, he was to
suffer periodic relapses for the remainder of his life.*° None
the less, at the age of nineteen he was judged sufficiently
recovered to leave Ireland in order to further his education
in London.

There the young Sloane was lodged in a house in Water
Lane, adjacent to the Apothecaries’ Hall where he was to
study chemistry. His lodgings were shared by Nicholas
Stapherst, the Apothecaries’ ‘chemical operator, with
whom Sloane acquired ‘a perfect Knowledge of the Prepara-
tions and Uses of most chemical Medicines’.!" Lectures in
anatomy and physic complemented this training, while his
botanical studies were carried out at the Physic Garden in
Chelsea, established by the Apothecaries in 1673 and direc-
ted by John Watts.!?

Perhaps as important in Sloane’s development as this
formal training was the influence of two acquaintances first
encountered during this period. who were to remain his
firm friends for the rest of their lives. The first was John
Ray (1627-1705): over thirty years older than Sloane, Ray
was a former fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge and had
been elected Frs in 1667 ; the first of several important publi-
cations by his hand, the Methodus Plantarum Nova which
established the basis of a new method of classifying plants,
appeared in 1682 while Sloane was in London. The particu-
lar bond of friendship established between them is illus-
trated by the extracts from their lifelong correspondence,
marked by mutal respect as well as affection, which appear
below.'* The second of Sloane’s mentors at this time was
‘that great & good Man’, Robert Boyle (1627-91), an exact
contemporary of Ray, who occupies a position in the
history of chemistry and physics as exalted as that of Ray
in the natural sciences.'* Birch reports candidly that Sloane
cultivated Boyle's friendship ‘by communicating to him
whatever occur'd to himself, which seem'd curious &
important, & which Mr Boyle always receiv'd with his usual
Candour & return’d with every Mark of Civility and
Esteem’.!” There seems little doubt that the acquaintance
of these two scholarly figures produced a powerful forma-
tive influence on the development of Sloane’s interests.

Atter four years of formal education in medicine, *having
made use of all the Advantages, which London afforded
him for the Study of Physic’, Sloane thought it desirable
for his further development to travel abroad.'® He sought
new fields in France in the company of two fellow physi-
dians in the making, Tancred Robinson’’ and a companion
named Wakely, of whom nothing further is recorded. In
the spring of 1683 the trio arrived in Paris, where for some
three months, Sloane followed an intensive regime ‘which
afforded him full Employment for the Day’, sharing his time
between the Jardin Royal des Plantes and the Hopital de
la Charité:

He enter'd at six in the moming the Royal Garden of Plants with
Mons® Tournefort, who demonstrated the Plants after the Order
of Caspar Bauhin in his Pinar till eight, when Mons' Duforty
explain’d their Virtues till ten; & at two in the afternoon Mons'
du Verney read upon Anatomy till four, & was succeeded by
Mons' Sanlyon, the Chemical Professor, who discours'd in French
on the Operations to be perform’d that day by Mont Faveur.'®

Birch records that Sloane was ‘assidious in his Attendance
upon all these Professors, by whom he was treated with
great Respect, as likewise by those of the Royal College
& others eminent for their Skill in Physic, Natural History,
or Philosophy’."® Of his tutors, Joseph Pitton de Toumnefort
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Vertebtate Collections
Juliet Clutton-Brock

In the discussion following a lecture given at The Natural
History Museum in London in 1991, somcone asked
whether it would ever be admissible to retum certain bio-
logical specimens to museums in their countries of origin.
One participant responded, perhaps mischicvously. that the
return of material objects might be no great loss to the
Museum as long as the labels and all other information
about the specimens were retained. This reflects precisely
the situation of almost all of the 4,500 or so vertebrate
specimens listed in the published works and handwritten
catalogues of Sir Hans Sloane. Over the years the specimens
have either been dispersed without trace, have perished or
have been destroyed and although their loss is tragic, the
evidence provided by Sloane’s individual accounts of the
animals remains of very great value. These accounts pro-
vide a unique record of contemporary knowledge of the
natural world over the period of seventy years when Sloane
was compiling his collections, from the 1680s until he died
in 1753 aged ninety-two.

The main published sources of Sloane’s descriptions of
vertebrates are in the second volume of his Natural History
of Jamaica, published in 1725, and in scattered papers in
the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society. His collec-
tions of vertebrate specimens are described and indexed in
his manuscript catalogues, which are listed (as with all
Sloane's collections) according to a numerical sequence, but
it is difficult to counl the exact numbers in each class of
animals since they are often mixed and some numbers are
left unallocated. Fortunately, Sloane had all the entries
indexed with marvellous neatness and accuracy by an
amanuensis and this makes searching for an individual
record relatively easy. The great majority of the original
entries are in Sloane’s handwriting but some are by his
assistants, notably Cromwell Mortimer (see Chapter 1)
whose script is very clear; other hands are Jess legible, and
one is a barely decipherable scrawl. Most of the descriptions
are in English but some are in Latin. Sloane was scrupulous
in quoting publications that referred to any detail concern-
ing his specimens and these are included in the descriptions
given below, where appropriate.

Volume 25 of the catalogue contains the following num-
bers of vertebrate entries:

Fish

1-13563 entries, which include parts of whales, a description
of the manatee from the West Indies, a unicom’s horn, some
fossils and many sea horses (designated as hippocampus).
Birds

1-907 entries, ending with a shark’s tooth.

Eggs

1-272 entries, although some numbers are unallocated.

Includes reptile eggs as well as those of birds. There is an
alphabetical index of the eggs at the end of this section.
Quadrupeds

1-1903 entries.

Sloane’s Natural History of Jamaica

As recounted in Chapter 1, Sloane spent fifteen months in
Jamaica, arriving on 19 December 1687 (at the age of
twenty-seven) and leaving on 16 March 1689, during which
time he amassed huge collections of plants and animals. An
illustrator was employed by Sloane to make drawings of
many of his specimens and these are reproduced in the
Natural History. as engravings (see Figs. 11-13, 15: page
numbers quoted in the following text refer to the same
work.

Fishes from Jamaica
Sloane admitted that his observations on the fishes of
Jamaica were very imperfect, partly because he was based
six miles from the sea and the collected fishes rotted so
quickly, and also because he was otherwise occupied. He
observed that the Indians were expert at spearing fish dur-
ing the daytime, and also at night which they did by having
wax lights (cerei) on their boats that attracted the fish. The
Indians also soaked the bruised bark of the Dog-wood tree
(probably Piscidia piscipala) in standing water, which intox-
icated the fish so that they could be speedily taken {p. 275].
The descriptions of fish are grouped in eight short chap-
ters according to their physical appearance, such as flat-fish,
eel, smooth-skinned, prickly and so on. Reproduced here
in Fig. 11 is an example of the eight double pages of draw-
ings of fish as included in volume u of the Naiural History.
The text records that the stomach of the Toad-fish (prob-
ably Lagocephalus sp. or Sphoeroides sp.) had under it ‘two
wind bladders’, by which it puffed itself up [pp. 279-80).
The Cugupuguacu Brasiliensibus (a grouper, Epinephelus sp.)
had been taken in the sea near Port Royal and was drawn
natural size at Jamaica, but through lack of time Sloane had
made no descriptions of the fish [p. 280]. About the Bar-
racuda (Sphyraena sp.) he had observed quite correctly that
its flesh was sometimes poisonous:*

According to its feeding on venemous or not venemous Food,
‘tis wholesome or poysonous to those who eat it; "tis also noxious
in some Seasons of the year, and in some Places, and innocent
in others, | suppose according to its nourishment, by which now
and then, it acquires so much poison as to kill immediately. it
was taken at Old Harbour, and notwithstanding its supposed
poisonous Qualities sold in the Markets [p. 285].

* Marginal numerals in this chapter refer to Sloane catalogues listed on pp. 291-4
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Fig. 16 ). & A. Van Rymsdyk, Museum Britannicum (1778), tab.
vi: birds’ eggs and a hair ball from Sir Hans Sloane’s museum,
later in the British Museum. '6: Parrot's Egg, form beautiful oval,
colour reddish white, laid in September 1724, after the Parrot had
been nine years in England, without a mate. Vid. for an
entertaining Account like this, in the incomparable Dr. Harvey on
Generation. Exer, v. p. 24; 7: A Hair Ball found in an Ox's
stomnach, from Jamaica: colour brown ochre, the hair proceeding
as it were from the center, the same at the posterior part; the
inside solid of a hard glewey substance.’

sis.” Sloane also recorded a racoon (sic) or coati (Procyon
sp. or Nasua sp.) which he claimed was common in the
mountains, from where it made paths to the sugar cane
which was its only food [p. 329). There are no raccoons
or coatis living wild on Jamaica today, but they were also
described by Brown® who claimed that raccoons were
occasionally brought to the island as captive animals.

The only aquatic mammal described by Sloane was the
manatee or Sea-Cow (Trichechus manatis) which he wrote
about at length:

This is sometimes taken in the quieter Bays of this Island, tho’
rarely now a Days: They have formerly been frequent, but are,
by the multitude of People and the Hunters catching them,
destroy’d. They are caught by the Indians who are reckon’d the
best Hunters, knowing the Haunts and customs of their Game,
and being very dexterous at it, especially those of the Musquitos,
or Costa Ricca. The Manatis are reckon’d extraordinary Food and
are likewise salted as Beef, and ealen as Provision . . .

They lye towards the Surface of the Water in Rivers and Bayes,
have two fins like Arms, are struck with Arrows having Cords
fastened to them with a Buoy at their Ends. They are so large
as to require a pair of Oxen in a Cart to carry them, the best

Fish in the World and appear like Beef or Veal. Their cur'd Flesh
keeps long without Corruption. is brought from Espanolu to Spar.
and is like to English Beef at sight. and to Tunny Fish in Taste.
Manatis feed on Grass growing under Water, they have Stones
in their Heads. good for the Diseases of the Liver burn't and pow-
der'd, taken in the Morning with white Wine, it takes away the
Pain in the Kidnies, breaks the Stone . . |p. 329].

As with the 800 plants (see Chapter 8) and much else.
Sloane probably brought back to England many of the
vertebrate animals that he collected, preserved in spirit or
as skins. It is, however, difficult to distinguish, in the cata-
logues, the specimens that Sloane gathered personally from
those that he purchased or was given during the sixty years
that he continued adding to his collections after his retum
from Jamaica. He also attempted to bring back some living
animals, a yellow snake, a crocodile, and a ‘guana’ (lizard)
[p. 346]. The snake was shot on board ship by servants
of the Duchess of Albemarle after it escaped from the jar
in which it was kept. The guana fell overboard and was
drowned, and the crocodile, which was fed on the same
food as the snake, died in its tub on 15 May 1689. Sloane
remarked: ‘Thus I lost, by this time of the Voyage, all my
live Creatures, and so it happens to most People, who lose
their strange live Animals for want of proper Air, Food.
or Shelter’ [p. 316].

Other Exotic Animals brought to England

alive or reared in Captivity

Sloane did, however, manage to keep many live animals
in the garden of his Chelsea home and when they died they
were added to his museum, as were exotic animals which
lived and died in captivity elsewhere. The catalogued
examples of exotic animals bred in England include the
following.

Birds and Eggs

An ostridges egg. These are caten in Barbary. Sir Nicholas Garret
had one tame which laid eggs at his house at West Ham beyond
Stratford & he commended them as admirable victuals. Oeuf’s
d’'Autruche. Il faut observer que eux, qui ont ete pondu dans
I'Afrique. ont la coque incomparablement plus epaisie queles oeufs
des Autriches de la Menagerie du roi Biron p. 277.°

Parrots eggs laid in [month?] 1724. after the parrot had been nine
years in England & never bred, given me by Mr Harris (sce Fig. 16,
no. 6).'°

The egg of a Guana [lizard] laid in England after it was brought
from Antigua & lived a few days.

A vulturs egg laid in the Tower given me by Mr Doyly.

The skin of the head & hock of the red headed crane from Bengall
[probably the Common crane, Grus grusl. given me by Mr Dubois.
this crane lived in my garden severall years, & died by swallowing
a brass linked sleeve button.

... a smaller sort of Bustard from Moca in Arabia. It lived in my
garden many years and ate flesh & other foods as it had done
at Mitcham in Mr Dubois’ garden. who gave it me & had it
brought over by one of the coffee ships.
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Fig. 17 Chawdiodus sloani, Num, 1978.9.11.1. Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of The Natural History Museum.

Quadrupeds

A piece of the lyons skin that dyed in the Tower n K. James's
reign.

The horns of a Spotted East India deer or stagg {probably Axs
axis but possibly the now endangered spotted deer from the Philip-
pine islands, Cervus ulfrafi]. They shed them here in England at
all times of the year. If the horns are not hardened ere winter
they gangrene & the stagg dyes. These were given me by the
Earl of Abbington.

A hawks bill turtle or tortoise from the coast of Guinea where
it was taken & brought to me by Mr. Harris | kept it in a tub
of fresh waler and made salt by the addition of 40th. part of bay
salt. It fed on whitings which it would eat w' its bill, it would
come up to breath freq'. & (7] itselfe in the water according to
its pleasure. it was killed w' the cold weather as was the following.
A small land lortoise from Virginia of w | could not find the
food.

A large grayish green lizard from Malaga. It would eat flies &
drink water. It would likewise drink milk but vomited it curdled
& died towards the latter end of Sept. at London.

The case [skin] of a beaver | kept alive in my garden for some
time.

The inward parts in spirits.

The claw of an old Lyon that lived from K. Charles 2d. reign
to 1711. 1d. sticking to the bone.

A young lyon pupp whelped in the Tower. This is one of 3 of
the same litter 2 whercof died the 3rd lived. The same lyon also
brought a litter of 2 or 3 before. from Mr Marly a keeper of his
Majesty’s rough game.

Two cataracts taken out of the eyes of a blind small fox from z1s¢:1772

Greenland [the arctic fox, Alopex lagapus). He lived many years
w' me in my garden was brown in summer & turned white in
winter. In April generally the fox shed the white hair unless |until]
the last year of its life when being sick the white furr continued
till its death not changing as usually.

Tke trunk eyes etc of the Elephant that died of a Consumption 23 ::64

in the year 1741 at Mile end in Middlesex.

The Catalogue of Vertebrates

The entries of vertebrate specimens in volume 25a—¢ of the
manuscript catalogue present a kind of synopsis of the
knowledge and attitudes of Sloane and his contemporaries
to the natural world. A selection of these entries, under
Sloane’s divisions of fish, birds, and quadrupeds is therefore
given below, using Sloane’s spelling and abbreviations, and
including his references to other published works either on
that particular specimen or to the subject in general.

The first page of the volume has 2 note stating that in
his garden Sloane had the skeleton of the spermaceti whale,
or ‘Cashalot’ (Physeter catodon), which had been stranded
on the Essex coast. The sperm whale is an inhabitant of
warm equatorial waters, but old males quite often extend
their range northwards and then they are occasionally
stranded on the British coasts.

Fish
There are 1563 entries of fishes amongst which are a
number of fossils and other classes of animals. Many of
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the descriptions are in Latin. Marine mammals from
manatees to whales are counted as fish.

One fish that has survived from the Sloane collection
is the holotype of Chauliodus sloani, a deep sea fish collected
from the Straits of Gibraltar (Fig. 17). The old label on the
specimen bottle gives the fish the name ‘viper mouth’, pre-
sumably from the fish's habit of swallowing other fish
whole. An entry from this fish has not, however, been found
in Sloane’s catalogue or index.

Birds
There are 907 entries, the last being a glass case with fly-
catchers, titmouse, and humming birds.

Amongst the birds indexed in volume 26d are:

Bird No. of specimens
Birds of paradise 10
Canary 4

Comish chough 3
Humming birds 52
Macaw
Toucan 11
Turkey
Upupa (thoopoe) 4

Selected entries of birds from the catalogue include the
following:

Exotic birds

Feathers from birds of paradise (which are restricted to north
Australia and New Guinea) had been brought to Europe
since the Spanish explorers reached the Moluccas, the
southern islands of Indonesia, in 1522. Sloane’s collection
included Remains of the Ring paradyse bird from Japan
... Presumably this bird of paradise had been imported
to Japan by local traders. Many other birds (sometimes
alive) and their eggs were brought as curiosities from all
parts of the world, and Sloane must have been one of the
first Englishmen to leamn about the delights of bird’s nest
soup, as described below:

Edible birds nest. /nidus avium Indicarium. Navarette voyages in
Spanish page 45'" ayuna ospecie de Golondrinas &c. Translated
in Churchills Collections of voyages Vol 1 page 46.** In the Island
of Calimianianes, belonging to Manila, & in others of that Archi-
pelago, there is a sort of Swallows not much unlike ours, they
swim upon the sea, & build their Nests in the rocks along the
shore. These Nests are mightily valued in Manila among the
Natives, & much more in China, where they give great Rates for
them. Those Birds make them of the foam of the sea;: when dry
they look like a piece of ash-colour'd clay, but being boil'd w'
flesh they are excallent meat, & very nourishing, as they all say.
Marry’d men, & those that have weak stomachs use it: it is no
good food for those that are didicated to God's Service; but it
is wonderful so delicious a Morsel, as they who eat it think can
never be sufficiently commended, should be made of such matter.

Examples of birds from the Americas include the following :

Bill of the Toucan of Condamine p. 172 who says that its tongue
is said to have great virtues.

There are five genera of toucans belonging to the family
Ramphastidae. Toucans all come from South and Central
America.

Feather of the condor from ye. coast of Chili.

This feather, which was 2 ft. 4 ins. long, was described
together with details of the Condor (Vultur gryphus) and
how this bird was killed by seamen while it sat on the cliffs.
They ate the bird, thinking it was a kind of turkey.*’

A white swallow from Buenos Ayres.
Feathers made up to fright the slaves . ..

Sloane’s description of the booby (Sula spp.) indicates
that this bird came from the West Indies but there are many
species of this sea bird around the world including the
gannet (Sula bassana), known to Sloane as the Soland goose,
which is found in Britain:

A booby? The booby is a water fowl, somewhat less than a Hen
of a light greyish colour, it hath a strong Bill, longer & bigger
than a Crows, and broader at the end; her feet [are] flat like a
Ducks feet. It is a very simple creature, and will hardly go out
of a Mans way. In other places they build their nests on the
Ground but here (the Isle of Aves [north west of Domenica in
the Caribbean Sea)) they build on trees; w* I never saw anywhere
else; tho' I have seen of them in a great many places. Their flesh
is black & eats fishy, but are often eaten by the Privateers. Dampier
voyag. Vol. 1. p. 49.*

A young Flamingo or phenicopher [now called Phoenicopteridae)
from Mr Theobalds from the continent of America. vid Dampier’s
Voy Vol 1. p. 70. The flesh of both young & old is lean & black
yet very good meat, tasting neither fishy nor any way unsavoury.
Their tongues are large, having a large knob of fat at the root.
we is an excellent bit. a Dish of Flamingo’s tongues being fit for
a Princes table.**

The back part of the eye of an ostrich {with its} muscles prepared
by Mr Ranby.

The latter specimen presumably came from an ostrich that
was kept alive in England.

The Dodo

There is no mention of the Dodo (Raphus cucullatus) in
Sloane’s works, probably because it was already extinct by
his time, but he did own an oil painting of this giant, flight-
less pigeon from Mauritius (Plate 5).

Birds from England

White hern [heron] top. an such as belongs to the black topping
of the knights of the garter?'®

The leggs & beak of the Comish Chough? from the Isle of Wight.
A Comish chough, a sort of Jackdaw w* a red crooked bill & red
leggs . . . Charlton p. 75.*" Tho. Killegrew.

A white hen pheasant.

A white Canary bird.

A milk white swallow from Lincolnshire given me by Mr Heneage.
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Birds from Scotland

In addition to a few carcasses of whole birds, there is listed:
‘Oil from a bird in the N. Isles of Scotland w' w** the Inhab-
itants cure the Rheumatisme etc.” — probably oil from the
Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) — and ‘Eider down used for
coverlets to beds in Denmark & other cold countries? taken
from a sea fow!". The eiderdown, a quilt filled with the down
of the female Eider duck (Somateria mollissima) was
obviously not yet a common form of bedding in Britain
in Sloane’s time.

Martin Martin, who had visited the islands of St. Kilda
in the Outer Hebrides in the early 1690s, was one of the
collectors from whom Sloane obtained a number of birds
and their eggs that were otherwise little known south of
the border. Examples includes the broken egg of a Soland
goose, and a Goar fowl! from St. Kilda. The Goar or Gar
fowl were alternative names for the extinct Great auk
(Pinguinus impennis) which nested on the islands of St Kilda,
the Orkneys, and elsewhere until the last bird was killed
in 1840.'* The nesting habits of the flightless Great auk
and its exploitation by the St. Kildans in the seventeenth
century are described by Martin.'®

Martin also presented Sloane with some examples of
Scottish ram's hom, one of which was made into a ladle
as used in the Western Islands of Scotland.

As people are today. Sloane and his contemporaries were
intrigued by birds that were occasionally sighted as
vagrants in the British Isles and he collected them when
he could. A favourite was the hoopoe:

Upupa the Dung-bird the Hooper. Charlton p. 98. From Cam-
bridgeshire by my Grandson Cadogan. lalso] Upupa. hoopoo or
hoopoe from Hampshire in Sp. V. [spirit of wine].

Eggs

There are 272 entries (although some numbers are not
assigned), with the index following, all in volume 25c and d.
Some examples are given below, in order of their accession
numbers, to show what a medley of scientifically valuable
specimens and curiosities must have been contained in
Sloane’s museum:

Fulmers egg perfectly white.

An Scotch honey buzzard . . .*°

Land tortoises egg.

Crocodiles egg.

A salamanders egg from the East Indies. The young one seen in it.
Awks egg.

An egg w' a horse shoe naild on it.

An ostriches egg? from Mr. Bumnett from Buenos aires? much
lesser an Condors? a smaller sort of Ostridge, whose feathers are
of no value.?!

A Kings fishers egg.

The small bird without a name like the stopparola Aldrovandi.
Willughby's ornithology. p. 217.3% eggs w' a nest.

A humming bird large mantis & scorpion. Mr Maidstone.

A Maccaws egg.

The egg of a large Duke owl 7] laid in my garden.

Vertebrate Collections

A cemmon hens egg shell w was said to have had 2 yolks from
Dr Grews collections.??

Four eggs from the China pheasant.

An ostridges egg from Sir Nicholas Garrards in Essex, smooth.
They were eat by that family as other eggs given me by Lady
Garrard.

A very odd furrowed guinea hens egg given to me by my
daughter Cadogan.**

Quadrupeds

There are 1,903 entries. The following numbers of speci-
mens are selected from the index of quadrupeds in volume
25¢e:

Taxon Number of specimens
Armadillo 5
Bezoars 49
Calculi 10
Chameleon 21
Crocodile 21
Elephant 68
Frog [incl. Rana] 24
Gall bladder 12
Hair ball 14
Hippopotamus 8
Iguara 6
Lizards |incl. Lacerta] 248
Lion 15
Manati 10
Monkeys 20
Porcupine 4
Orang Outang 3
Rabbit 10
Rats 10
Rhincceros 20
Salamander 29
Scaly lizard 16
Sloth

Snake 5
Snake stones 3
Stones 44
Tortoise [incl. sea tortoise] 67
Tree frog 3
Unicom 3
Water lizard 15

Some examples of quadrupeds from volume 25¢ of the cata-
logue:

A cane made of tumed & joined ivory w* ye fig: of a shepherd
tempting a naked woman w* an Fruit, carved on ye Head.

The head of a staffe of unicoms homn.

A white boar’s foot.

The underchap of a fallow deer wherein the grinders appear gilded
with armatura or pyrites. This was given me by the Lady Thanet
who brought it from her park in y* North of England, where the
deer feeding on one side of it have their teeth so encrusted the
others not.

The skin of a tartar lamb, being an abortive lamb in Tartay of
w are made caps in China.?*

A ratt which was starved to death in a wall given me by Mr
Fowler.

25¢/234

15¢/240

257241

2507243

25¢/20

2544111

25¢/44
25¢/140

25¢/174

25¢/194

85




230 T8

25¢: 308
13439

25¢/334

25¢/634
2564635
25e7630
25¢/716
25¢/717
25¢/730
2561766
25¢/864

2%¢/ 1045

25¢°1055
250/1081
25¢/1183

15¢:1192

13671197

23¢°1198

215¢/1201
15¢/1202
1511257
25¢/1258
25¢/1311
25¢713206

25e/1329

25¢/1338
25¢/1484

25e/1731
25¢/1861
25¢/1862
25¢/1869

Vertebrate Collections

The skeleton of the head of the Babyroussa Ithe Babirusa,
Babyrpusa babyrussa} given me by Mr Courten.**

The bone in an oxes legg taken up at Pauls & supposed to be
of those sacrificed in time of the Romans when it was an heatken
temple [sce further, Chapter 12].

A tigers tooth.

Musk.

The skin of the wild asse called Zebra from the cape of good
hope, given me by Mr Charles Dubois.

Small Cameleons from the cape of good hope. from [Dr Dolneyl
One has a larger crest over the head than the others. Seba. tom.
1.p. 13527

Mus Indicus major . . .

Mus Indicus minor . ..

Mus Indicus striatus . . .

A straight rams horn an the 4 horm'd one.**

The same.

A white Mole. Seba tom. 1. p. 51. Tab. 32. fig. 1.

Hair ball from the stomach of a cow or ox .. .**

A ratt with the foreleggs very short & the hind leggs long w
burrows in the deserts of Arabia from Mr Tanner.*®

The skeleton of a Kama [hartebeest from southermn Alrica,
Alcelaphus caamal.

A very large Sea horses tooth. Id. vid. 1081."

An Hippopotamus's tooth. Id cum 1055.

The hair of the urus lofar | 7). Commontar [1]. taken from between
the homs & upper part of the neck w* smells of musk given to
me as a rarity by the order of his Majesty King George (1 added
in pencil] being taken from 2 A bull & cow from Prussia sent
from Coningsberg by the K. of Prussia. They were sent in wooden
coops & were 12 weeks in their passage.*?

A large molar tooth said to be of an alogator from Dr Houston.
but Alogalors have no molar tooth.

The skin of a black fox from Carolina where they are very rare
& found only on the mountains. Mr Catesby.

The skin of a polecatt, they all vary in their marks — two being
never seen alike, some almost all white others mostly black w'
but little white which forms a sport of nature peculiar to this little
beast, at least | know of no wild beast but what are all of the
same colour.**

A white mouse catch’d in a trap in Hannover square.**

A white mole catchd about London given me by Mr. | | perish'd.
A dogg w' one head & two bodies.

A dogg with 2 heads & one body.

Sea horse beard bristles to make a ring for the cramp.**

A whole hoofed boars foot a breed of which is in Leicestershire
& Oxfordshire said to be better for food than the other kind. [rom
Mr Cripp.*®

Small bones (of froggs) sent as bones of some small birds, of which
there is an Hill full, at Neither-Jossa. 7 German miles or 14 hours
travelling from Hesse Cassell.

The bufalos horn of America from Mr Dering.

The backbone of a horse wt sevll. protruberances upon it from
a collar[. . .) by Mr Ranby.

An hydatis from the viscera of a sheep in sp. V.

A beavers tail from Hudson Bay by Mr Potts.

Two scent baggs of a Beaver or Castorium from-the same.

The case [skin] of a Porcupine from Hudson Bay in North America
its much larger than the common Porcupine tho’ the Prikkles are
smaller & all cover'd w' hair or furr as long & of the colour of

a Beaver probablely designed by the Authore of Nature to keep
it warm in that very cold climate from Dr Massey.

A large Philander or the Opossum w' its young ones from Brasil
belonging to the Duke of Richmond and bought at the sale of
his Museum. by J.S. mD.

A Persian cat . . .

Primates

It is evident from the entries on primates given below that
Sloane was not sure whether these creatures were animals
or some sort of primitive human.

The skeleton of an Orang Outang or wild man from Sumatra in
the East Indies by Capt. Aprice. the hands and feet were thrown
overboard in coming from the East Indies when this creature died.
It was given me by Mr. Maidstone. vid No 1851.%"

Simia tardigrada? 1d. Animalculum Cynocephalum, Ceilonicum,
tardigradum dictumn Simii species, Seba tom. 1. Tab. 35, fig 1. page
55.

The homo sylvestris, Orang outang, or Chimpanzi from Borneo.
It dyed in China and was put into rack & brought over to rot 7).
Charles Lockyer who gave her to me. She is covered w' longer
hair.

The fore Paws of an Orang Outang or Chimpanzi from the Duke
of Richmonds Sale by Dr. Stack.

Rhinoceroses

The rhinoceros horns owned by Sloane are amongst some
of the very few specimens in his collections of quadrupeds
to survive. There is a pair of homs of the African white
rhinoceros (Ceratotherium simum) and a pair of horns of the
black rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis) in The Natural History
Museum.* They are described and figured in the long letter
on the natural history of the rhinoceros by Parsons*® (see
Fig. 18). The white rhino horns are described in Sloane's
catalogue as:

Two homns of a rhinoceros joined together by the skin of the snout
where they grow. One of them is straight, the other crooked.
from Lagoa on the Continent of Africa N of Madagascar & taken
by the person who made a present of them to Mr Lockyer who
gave them to me. Vid. Cosman,

In addition, Sloane made the following comments on the
horns:*°

These Horns were given me by my worthy and ingenious Friend
and Acquaintance Charles Lockyer Esq: who was (as | have been
told) sent in a Ship of Strength with a Power given him by the
East-Indian and African Companies, to go on their Affairs to that
unfrequented Coast [south east Africa] which common Travellers
have been afraid to go to because of the Barbarity and Cruelty
commonly said to belong to its Inhabitants, and with which the
Egyptians, and from them the Grezks and Romans, had a greater
Intercourse and Knowledge than with the Southern Parts of Asia,
where the Animal is generally found with only one Horn.

The two double-horned species of African rhinoceros, the
black and the white, were little known and Sloane did not
know whether the double horns were an abnormality or
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Fig. 18 Vanious parts of different species of thinaceros. From . Parsons, in Philosophical Transactions 40 no. 470 (1743 ploii. ‘1
Two views of the fect [Rhimoceros swncors!: 2+ The tail of an old rhinoceros, in the Museum of the Royal Society : 3. The penis

n an erected state; 4: A horn of thinoceros. said to be six years old. being about 10 inches long . Z: The bottom or concave basis
of the same te shew the cavity is very superficial . 6 A beautiful horn in Dr Mead's museum being about 37 inches long: 7 The
horn of 2 rhinoceros |Ceratotherian sinon, Nuam, 1972 738 1107d!in the museum of Sir Hans Sloane which (as those of oxen are
semetimes hable to distortions in thewr grov.thi differs irom the common form: it is 32 inches long: & The double horn mentioned
above [Moeros broarms, NHM, 1972733 1520b and 123a] belonging to Sir Hans Sloane - Whether they crossed cach other on the
Arimal i~ uncertan: [t is mosi likely they did not, but that by drying they were crossed by the Corrugation of the Skin that jons
them together: However, Thave drawn them as they appeared to me. The strait Horn is 25 Inches lony, the curved one somew-hat
shorter and the Two Diameters of the Bases 13 Inches. @ The concave Bottoms of the 2bove double homs. as they adhere to

the same Proce of skin!
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Fig. 19 The young Indian rhino (Rhinaceros wnicornis) exhibited at Eagle Street, London, in 1739. From ). Parsons, in Philosophical
Transactions 42 no. 470 (1743), pl. i.
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whether these rhinos were distinct from the one-homned
Indian rhino (Rlunoceros unicorms).®?

In addition to his collection of whole horns and objects
made of rhino horn Sloane owned the drawing made by
Diirer in 1515 of an Indian rhino (see Chapter 16, Fig. 94).
Parsons*? recounted the story of this first rhinoceros to
reach Europe, but he criticized the drawing and published
his own drawings of a young Indian rhino that was
exhibited in Eagle Street near Red Lion Square in London
in 1739 (Fig. 19). He also made an oil painting of this rhino
which is in The Natural History Museum.**

Other specimens in the catalogues show that it was not
only rhinoceros horns that were supposed to have medical
properties but that other parts of these unfortunate animals
were also believed to cure humaniills:

A plain cup of a rhinoceros horn.

Shavings of a rhinoceros hom for a counter poyson.

Rhinoceros’s hyde. I1d. [note] le Rinoceros Biron. p. 183 the Blood
is used to fortify the heart & in all Contagious diseases causing
the Sweat very plentifully Stops the flux of the Belly and purifies
the Bload & stops Bleding. Of the Horn are made Cups against
the bad air in time of Contagion. The teeth are used for the tooth
ache applying it against the aching tooth.

A very large rhinoceros horn.

Stones and Bezoars

From the Middle Ages onwards, the various kinds of calcitic
deposits called stones, bezoar stones.** and snake stones**
that are found in the body cavities of humans and animals
were of intense interest to the medical world and fo ordi-
nary people who believed that eating the powder from
ground-up stones would cure them of innumerable ills, and
act as an antidote to poisons. Some examples are:

A stone from the kidney of 2 mare 3 years old weighing 8 ounces
cut out by a huntsman from the mare which dy’d in Hertfordshire
of a totale suppression of water given to me by Dr Quinton.
Orientale bezoar from Suratte. Thevonet Edit 1696 tom. 1.
Bezoard d'Orient Biron. pag. 20 of Franc. Polsart w' the Tarters
of Urbek the animal is call’d Pazard whence come, by corruption
of the word Bezoar.

A [Four written above] rhinoceros bezoars made up of severall
solid bezoars after the manner of the calculus humany Spinosus.
This is of a darker colour than 5 others brought by Mr Moores
w< are w' 2 others marked 25. & 26. pretended to be had from
Snakes heads vid. serpents. It is used in India as other bezoars.
One given to the Russian Librarian. one rattles like an aetites &
one split in the center of we is seed or fruit, an Acorn?

Manati stones.

Buffalos bones calcined & halfe calcined for making the Snake
Stones of India, from Dr Stuart.

Snake stones of severall sorts from the East Indies. Dr Sam Brown.
Serpent stones we are the bones of buffalos calcin’d by their own
dung in Persia. Pet.** India Snake stones.

Elephants
Sloane was fascinated by the huge bones and teeth found
underground in Europe and he wrote two accounts of

them.*” He described a great many of these finds from many
parts of Europe, including Russia. where parts of frozen
mammoths were quite commonly washed out of periglacial
deposits and where mammoth tusks were already being col-
lected for their ivory. Sloane recounts the legends of the
time concerning these remains: that they were the carcasses
of huge animals which lived underground in Siberia, or car-
casses that had been washed northwards by the Deluge.
Those in Germany and other parts of Europe were thought
by some to be the remains of elephants that died during
Roman manoeuvres and were thrown into water, ‘as it is
still practised to this Day with the Carcasses of Horses and
other Beasts, to prevent the Distempers and other
Inconveniences, which their putrefaction might otherwise
occasian.”*

Sloane believed, probably correctly, that the very wide-
spread myths and legends about the existence of giants
owed much to the finding of ancient remains of elephants.
The most intriguing of these concerns an elephant’s skel-
eton that was found in Sicily, the skull of which was con-
sidered by some to be from one of the mythical Cyclops.**
And herein could lie the origin of the Ancient Greek legend
of the Cyclops, a race of men of huge stature, inhabitants
of Sicily, who had only one central eye, as described by
Homer in the Odyssey (c.8508c). For if the skull of an
elephant is looked at from the front, the large cavity of
the nasal orifice could very well be taken as a central eye
socket.

There are sixty-eight entries for elephant teeth, ivory,
and other parts in the catalogue of Quadrupeds, including
two pieces of ivory that remain in The Natural History
Museum (Figs. 20-1). These are described as:

A leaden bullet or slugg lodg’d in an Elephants tooth about which
grows ivory or what is called lachryma elephanti bought of a
Cutler who was sawing the tooth to make hafts for knives [brack-
eted and on the right side is the |7] price 00.05.00 on the left
in pencil is the number 220.1].

Lachryma elephanti, a piece of ivory wherein by sawing to work
it was found a long bullet or slugg which had many years before
been shot into the tooth & had made its selfe a bed there given
me by Mr. Smith of Tower hill. vid No. 1783,

These descriptions match exactly two pieces of ivory
incorporating bullets in The Natural History Museum col-
lections.* It is recorded in the register that these pieces
were presented to the British Museum, along with other
specimens, by the India Museum, presumably on its closure
which took place in 1879. It is not improbable that the
ivories formed part of the foundation collections of the
British Museum. They would then have been handed over
to the India Museum sometime after it was founded in 1801,
and were then returned after the demise of that institution
in 1879.%!

The manner in which the bullets would have become
embedded in the tusks was described correctly in 1856 by
Richard Owen.>? He explained how a bullet shot into the
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Fig. 20 Piece of elephant ivory enclosing a bullet [25¢/561].
Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of The Natural History
Museum.

head of a young elephant could enter the pulp cavity of
the tusk: it would there become surrounded by an irregular
growth of dentine and with subsequent growth would
remain in the centre of the tusk. Even today, among some
people in India, the cysts or ivory ‘pearls’ surrounding a
bullet, which are sometimes found in tusks, are considered
:o have magical properties.

Included in this section is: ‘The Tusk or dens exertis of
an elephant or ivory dugg up 12 foot deep among loam
in a gravelle pitt near the Pindar of Wakefield by Grays
inn. Mr Conyer’ (see also Chapter 12). This fossil elephant
tusk was described in detail by Sloane®* who recorded how
the separated ‘cone-in-cone’ structure of the degraded ivory
was 'tied about with Whale-bones and Tape by Mr Con-
yers, an ingeneous Apothecary, and a great Collector of
Curiosities of all kinds'. The piece of tusk was about five
inches long by nine inches circumference by three inches
diameter.

Other entries list many fragments of tusks and bones
of elephant as separate items: found not far from the via
Appia abt. 0 foot down near Rome from the Cardinall
Gualtieris collection’. Also listed is a growth from an
elephant’s brain in a gold case. This was obviously con-
sidered by Sloane to be of considerable value, since the
printed list of the sale in Amsterdam whence it was bought
in 1737 is bound into the catalogue together with a hand-
written certificate in Dutch and an English translation,
which states:

Vertebrate Collections

Fig. 21 Piece of elephant ivory enclosing a bullet [25¢/854).
Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of The Natural History

Museum.

We the under Written Directors of the East India Company for
this Chamber, do Certify for Truth that the Growih out of the
Brains of an Elephant, Contained in a gold case, was sold at our
sale the 13* May 1737. And Sent to the General East India Com-
pany as a present by the Zery Sultan of lamby. [Signed; B. Scott
G.V. Hoven 2¢ July 1737

Water Buffalo Horns

‘A very streight wreathed large pair of horns of a black
colour’, may be the catalogue entry for probably the best-
known and certainly the largest of Sloane’s quadruped
specimens, being the horns of the water buffalo, Bubalus
arnee (Fig. 22). As described by Sloane,** they were found
by Mr Doyly (who gave his name to the cotton mats,
known as doylies) ‘in a cellar in Wapping where they had
Jain so long that noone knew where they had come from
or when'. Doyly refused many large payments for them
but gave the horns to Sloane on recovery from a sickness
from which he believed Sloane had cured him. After describ-
ing the horns Sloane commented:

The Commander of an East-India Merchant ship upon seeing them.
told me, that he had seen such in the Indies on a large Bufalo's
Head. I am inclined to think, that they must belong to a very
large sort of Bulls or Cows. who are Natives of Aethiopia, and
other of the midland Parts of Africa, and are mentioned by many
of the Ancients, perhaps not without some fabulous additions,
though, which is strange, very few of the Modern Writers take
any notice of them

25¢/1502
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Fig. 22 The homs of the water buffalo (Bubalus arnee) that were given to Sir Hans Sloane by Mr Doyly. From J.G. Dolman, in

Natural History Magazine 2 no. 12 (1929), fig. 4.

Each horn has a length of about 77 inches (196 ¢m) and
for many years it has been accepted that the pair holds the
world record for length in the species of buffalo.** Recently,
however, a most interesting account has been made known
to me of the way in which the horns of domestic water
buffalo can be induced to grow longer than their natural
length.*¢ Wegner®” described how the people of the island
of Sumba in Indonesia used to castrate their male water
buffaloes at the age of two years and then they would cut
a notch about one inch in length on the dorsal side of each
horn, right in the middle of their long axis. This notch had
to be deep enough to draw blood. Nothing else was done
and the wound healed quickly. When combined with castra-
tion this small operation was enough to make the buffalo’s
homs grow extra-long and very straight, turning up only
at the ends. This is exactly the appearance of the Sloane
horns and therefore it may be postulated that they are not
from a wild water buffalo but from a domestic buffalo,
Bubalus bubalis, that has been operated on in this way.

Conclusion

Sloane was a polymath and probably the most prolific
collector in British history. His writings lie in a direct line
of descent from Pliny’s Natural History: they have exactly
the same mixture of vast knowledge, correct observation.
medical superstition, and empathy with the natural world.
If he was intellectually the descendant of the classical
polymaths such as Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and Pliny,
Sloane was also the forerunner of Joseph Banks and Charles
Darwin.

Sloane’s intense interest in natural history, as with Banks
and Darwin, was fuelled by his travels across the world.
His passion for collecting was made possible by his wealth,
his social connections, and the world-wide explorations of
the times. That his name is so much less well-known than
those of other great figures in the history of natural history
must be due only to the fact that his observations remain
largely unpublished, being expressed mainly in his hand-
written catalogues. Even today, these would present diffi-
culties in printing and making available to a wide public.
None the less, they deserve to form an essential part of
the literature on the history of ideas concerning the natural
world during the long period of Sloane’s working life from
about 1680 until he died in 1753.
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16 Prints and Drawings

John Rowlands

We are bound to wonder whether Sloane was a collector
of drawings or prints properly speaking at all. Rather he
appears at first sight to have acquired drawings as records
ancillary to his main, and admittedly wide interests, which
were chiefly natural history, medicine, travel and topogra-
phy and history. From his wide-ranging curiosity. his clear
love in his collecting of novelty for its own sake, and his
habit, when he could do so. of acquiring important collec-
tions of material put together by others, it is not an entirely
straightforward matter to divine his personal taste in artistic
terms as one should be able to do with a collector of draw-
ings and prints in later generations. For his propensity to
accumulate in this way means that many drawings must
have been acquired for other than artistic reasons, prompted
instead by his scientific interests, or inherited incidentally
in collections put together by others.

One should note that Sloare, even in the second half
of the eighteenth century, was not regarded as worthy of
remark as a collector of drawings: he was not mentioned
in the list of the English collectors in the introduction to
John Barnard’s sale catalogue (1787) or in Henry Reveley's
Notices illustrative of the Drawings amd Sketches (1820, but
written some years carlier).! Also, although we might
hesitate in counting him a connoisseur of either prints or
drawings in the fullest sense of the word, my task here will
be to attempt, through a survey of the drawings in the
Sloane collection, to uncover what discemable character-
istics his acquisitions may have had, and what his partialitics
were.

While it is doubtful whether he would have considered
himself an amateur lover of art, all the same there are some
remarkably fine drawings, including some world-famous
masterpieces in his collection, some of which will be men-
tioned among the drawings discussed below. But first we
should look at its overall character. Although he was not
a professed antiquarian, as far as his attitude to drawings
was concerned, Sloane had a cast of mind and eye which
predisposed him towards the archaic and to the works of
the centuries before his birth, and also to the drawings of
artists who were in fashion when he was a young man.
He may have acquired this taste for the former through
his familiarity with the medieval medical and astrological
manuscripts that he collected (see Chapter 17). 1t is often
the case that collectors experience a sort of blockage in their
appreciation of art produced by the younger generations
of contemporary artists active in their middle and later
years. This seems to have been so with Sloane, for, with
the notable exception of John Michael Rysbrack (1694—
1770), whose statue of Sir Hans was ordered by the sitter
(which is in any case, different as a living artist is bound

to be involved).? he did not collect the drawings of these
younger artists in the last decades of his long life, apart
of course from those of natural-history subjects. The statue
by Rysbrack (Plate 3) and the portrait bust (Plate 2) on
which it is based are outstanding of their kind, but the full-
length portrait of Sloane in the British Museum attributed
to John Vanderbank (1¢94-1739) (Plate 1) is a pompous,
vacuous affair. and certainly conservative in taste. Drawings
in Sloane’s collection by artists active in his own lifetime
are mostly confined to those who flourished in his youth,
certainly before 1700.

Sloane displays a special affinity with art from north
of the Alps. in particular towards the drawings by
Netherlandish masters. many the work of anonymous
kands, stretching back to the fifteenth century. There are
interesting examples among the earlier Dutch and Flemish
drawings: for instance, two sheets, drawn on both sides
(cut in two at some stage and now reunited again) of
drapery studies by a Flemish late fifteenth-century hand.*
and the St. Michael, a Dutch drawing from the beginning
of the sixteenth century.* On the first are studies of figures,
possibly mourners which have lost a good deal of their orig-
inal character through having been allered by the lively
brush of Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640) (Fig. 86).* There
iz only one example of early German draughtsmanship, but

Fig. 80 Anon., Flemish late fifteenth-century, retouched by
P.P. Rubens: Two studies of draperies. sm, FD, 5237-92, 93,
Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum.
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more thorough, as there are evidently no impressions from
the Sloane collection still in the Museumn’s collection.

Several groups of drawings, which are among the mosl
important from the artistic point of view were not gathered
singly by Sloane but were acquired as entities already
assembled. and mounted in volumes. Even though they
reflect his perception in only a general way. nevertheless
as they were to be so significant for the formation of the
collection, Sloane’s initiative in securing them is most
remarkable in those cases where they are chiefly of artistic
rather than, say, of natural-historical interest. One of the
most impressive is the folio album, now known as Sloane
5218. It is described in the manuscript catalogue of Sloane’s
library*® as ‘Minfiature] 3. Original drawings of Albert
Du:rers own hand, pasted on Imperial paper in a very large
fo. bound in black Russia leather fo max’; stamped on the
cover in gold letters with Direr's monogram and the
inscription ‘TEEKENINGE 1637, the contents of this folio
formed the backbone of the Museum's pre-eminent collec-
tion of German drawings of the fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries. This is vividly demonstrated by the fact that out
of a total of 138 drawings now in the collection, which
| accept as originals by Albrecht Diirer. ninety-five come
from Sir Hans's collection and all but two from Sloane
32185 Of the remaining drawings from this volume, apart
from a few copies after Direr, a good number are either
by followers of Diirer o: by leading contemporaries of his.
A few are not by German hands at all.

Sloane’s drawings by Diirer are from every period of the
Master’s career, and include superb examples of every kind
of drawing which he produced. Portraits abound chiefly in
black chalk or charcoal of which perhaps the most memor-
able — certainly the most striking — is that of Conrad Merkel
of 1508 (Fig. 93).°% 1l is very probable that the ugly pig-like
features that Diirer has given Merkel, arise from the pun
(Verkell referred to in the inscription, i.e. Ferkel, a piglet)
which Diirer plays on the sitter’s surname. Diirer had earlier
imparted a dramatic strength through a bold use of charcoal
similar to that of the Merkel portrait in a pair of devotional
drawings of 1503, Head of a suffering man and Head of the
dead Christ.** But there is no doubt that the real gems
among the Diirers are the landscape watercolours, revolu-
tionary both in imaginative power of cbservation and in
execution, isolated in their excellence from all that had gone
before, and unrivalled for many years by what was to fol-
low. Perhaps the first landscape watercolours after them
with the same spark of genius were those of Van Dyck.
Diirer's unfinished Study of water, sky and pine frees (Plate
31) is well nigh unique as an acute representation of nature,
in which the time of day. at sunset, is depicted with telling
sensitivity. The rendering seems so modern to our eyes
that it is hard to accept that it was done somewhere in
the countryside near Nuremberg soon after the artist had
returned from Italy from his first visit, most probably either
in 1496 or 1497.3¢ This masterpiece of watercolour tech-

Prints and Drawings

Fyye tomwen b oAl ~fx
) / -

Fig. 93 Albrecht Diirer: Portrait of Conrad Merkel. m, pD, 5218—
27. Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of the British
Museum

nique, and its companion, A ‘Weierhaus* would be shining
examples to emulate for those artists of the English water-
colour school who were later to frequent the British
Museum. Sloane himself would very probably have been
most interested in the drawings of natural-historical sub-
jects among his Durers. It would no doubt have been a
matter of much regret to Sloane, had he been aware of the
deficiency. that no studies of plants in any of the volumes
of drawings of plants are now accepted as by Diirer, includ-
ing Sloane 5219 which is described in Sir Hans’s manuscript
catalogue*® as ‘Minfiature] 4 A Book of Fishes, Birds,
Animals, Insects, Plants and fruits done Albert Durer &
several hands, on large Imperial paper bound in black
leather in 1637 Bought in Holland with Min 2 & 3 wants
an index or table at the end fo.max’. But there is a choice
group drawings of animals by Direr among the drawings.
The most notable of these is the famous Rhinoceros (Fig.
94),>7 which has always been widely known from the wood-
cut that Diirer produced from it and which went through
various editions into the following century. The drawing,
although seemingly lively enough, was not done from
nature but after another drawing, probably by a Moravian
printer, Valentim Fernandes, sent to him from Portugal, of
the animal, a gift to King Manuel 1, which arrived in Lisbon
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Fig. 95 Albrecht Diirer: Walrus. M, pD, 5261-167. Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of the Bnhsh Museum
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11693 1776 had muhal success in 1735 but
was pot until 17¢1 that he produced a wellnigh
perfect timo-prece. with which he was fully
satished Even so. the Board of Longitude con-
tinued to prevancate. and he did not receive the
final payments ot hes reveard betore 1773 which
was chiefly brought about through the nterven-
tion of King George i isee John Betts, fohs Har-
nseLondon 19930

42 See below, p. 294, no. 30, 8L, Sloane Ms 3972
C. vol v, fois 84" and 84°

13 This early colleclor, whose fill name
included the title. Ortelianus, given him by his
uncle  the famous cartographer. Abraham
Ortelus (1527-98), was the son of the latter's
sister, Elizabeth, who had married as his second
wife. the London merchant, Jacob Cole in 1562.

ie his uncle. Jacob Cole the Younger collected
coins and medals, but his interest in prints is
othenwise unknown. We know something, how-
ever. of Ortelianus’s collection of Roman coins
from his copy of Adolphus Occo’s Imperatorum
Roranoruy: Nunusmutta . (Antwerp, 1579).
now in the University Library, Cambridge, in
which he has noted those coins, of which both
Occo and himself possessed specimens. An
wnteresting collechon of letters to Ortelianus
was published by John Henry Hessel in Ecclesiue
Londino-Batavae Archivum, vol.1(London. 1887):
see especially nos 324-31. 335, 348,

44 The plan on which the reorganization was
based is recorded in . Additional Ms 36269,
fols 183-92. where it is stated that the work
took at some time within the years 180810 a
total of sixty-fve days.

45 In the Library of the Department of Prints
and Drawings. British Museum, there is a
marked copy with prices and the names of
purchasers

16. 8m, PD, E4~1306: see C. Dodgson, The Mas-
ters of Engraving and Liching: Albrecht Diirer
(London and Boston, 1926), pp. 37-39. no. 29.

47. See C. Dodgson. Catalogue of Early German
and Flemish Woodculs . . . in the British Museum,
vol 1 (London. 1903). pp. 275-6. nos. 15a, 21a.

48. Dodgson, op. cit. (note 47), p. 304, no. 122.
49. Dodgson, op. cit. (note 47), p. 361, no. 32¢.

50. Sec below. p. 294, no. 30, 8L, Sloane ms 3972
C.vol. v, fol 241+

51. My detailed discussion of the drawings by
Direr or from his circle from the Sloane collec-
tion is to be found in John Rowlands, with the
assistance of Giulia Bartrum, Drawings by Ger-
man Artists and Artists from German-speaking
regions of Europe in the Department of Prints and
Drawings in the British Museum : the Fifteenth Cen-
tury & the Sixteenth Century by Artists born before
1530, British Muscum (London, 1993).

52.8M,#D, 5218-27: see Rowlands, op. cit. (note
6). p. 87. no. 58, reproduced.

53.8M, D, 5218-30, 29; Rowlands. op. cit. (note
6). pp. 75, 78, nos. 49, 50, reproduced.

54 Bm PD 3238-107, see Rowlands. op oo
inote &). p 09, no. 43, reproduced in colour

55 8m. p0 5218- 105, see Rowlands. op it
(note 21 p 02 no. 42 reprocuced in colowr

56. See below. p. 294, no. 30. 8L, Sloane ms 3977
C. vol vi. fol. 241" ; for a modern scholarly des
cription of the series of books. which includes
among others in the British Museum Sloane
5218. mentioned above, bound in black leather
with titles in Dutch stamped in gold on their
covers. see Hind. op. at. {note 9), vol v. pp
xiii-xv. and for the contents of Sloane 5219 see
Popham. op. cit. (note 3). pp. 208--20.

57. 8m, pD. 5218-101: see Rowlands. op at
{note 6). pp. 92. 94. no. 65, reproduced

58. am, PD. 5261-107: see Rowlands. op at.
{note 0). p. 102. no. 74. reproduced.

59. F. Winkler, Diirers Zeichmmgen, vol. v 1320~
1528 (Berlin. 1939). pl. 855.

60. Dodgson. op. cil. (note 46). pp. 51H.. no. 39,
reproduced

61. 8m, PD. 5201-101 recto; see Rowlands. op
cit. (note o), p. 80, no. 52, reproduced in colour

62. 81, Sloane M5 5229 fol. 167'; Sir Martin Con-
way, Literary Remams of Albrecht Direr (Cam-
bridge. 1889). p. 219.

63. See hus letter of 13 October 1506. 1n Ench
Rupprich, Drirers schrftlicher Nachlass, vol 1
(Berlin, 1956). p. 58.

64.8Mm, PD. 5218-20: see Rowlands. op. cit. (note
6). pp. 142, 145, no. 114, reproduced in colour
There are a further four drawings from Sloane
5218 that | would accept as by Baldung fas well
as bwo from his workshop). and another from
Sloane 5214, the volume in which, among other
iterns. the drawings by Hollar, referred to above,
were kept.

65. 8Mm, PD, 5218-189. 140; see Rowlands. op.
ct. (note 6), pp. 202, 206. no. 173 (a) and (b).
reproduced.

66. 8™, PD, 5218—128, 129; for the most recent
discussion of these drawings, see Rowlands, op.
dt. {note 6). pp. 187-8, nos. 158 (a} and (b).
reproduced in colour.

67. See the woodcuts which Burgkmair con-
tributed to illustrate Balthasar Springer’s account
of the first German Indian expedition, organized
by a consortium of Augskurg merchants under
the leadership of the Welser company, which set
sail from Lisbon in 1505, in Hans Burglmair - das
graphische Werk, Graphische Sammlung (Stutt-
gart, 1973), nos. 2326, reproduced.

68. 3m, PD, 5217; see Popham, op. dit. {note 3),
pp. 96-136.

69.3Mm, PD, 5217-160: see Popham, op. dit. (note
3). p. 113. no. 166.

70. AE. Popham, Vasan Socicty, 2nd ser. 9
(1928). p. 2. reproduced.

“1 Inv no. 5080
72 1t has been referred to varlier under note 30

73 For further discussion of this question, sec
A note on the provenance of the Durer Albums
{Sloane 5218 and 3228-31). in Rowlands, op
cit inote 51), pp. xi—xiv annexed to the preface

74 BM, PD, 5275 (press-mark 198° b.5). reg. no
N.1-18.

75 Jap Bolten makes interesting comments
about this in Oude Tekeningen van het Pren.
tinkabmet der Rijksuniversitat te Lewden (The
Hague. 1985), pp. 171-5. no. 64. where he has
discussed plate 18 because of its relation to a
drawing apparently by Merian at Leiden, for in
that the same large spider, although inaccurately
represented. also appears.

76. 8M. PD, 5221, transferred to the Print Room
(press-mark 197° a.2) from the Department of
Manuscripts in 1928: see Hind. op. cit. (note 8).
vol. v, pp. 2526, nos. 1-32.

77. George Vertue, Note-Books, vol. 1 (Walpole
Socicty 18) (1929/30). p. 56; George Vertue.
Note-Books, vol. n (Walpole Sodiety 20)(1931/2),
p- 12

78. See the edition by AR. Peltzer (Munich
1925), p. 102.

79 See below, p. 294. no. 30. 5. Sloane ms 3972
C vol. w1 fol. 245, where it is listed as
‘Minliature] + 279 Original drawings of Hans
Holbein for Jewlells &c bound in red marocco
4

80. 8m. PD, 5308-32, 30.

81 sm. 7D, 5308-8. 10; see Rowlands, op. cit.
{note 6). p. 241, no. 207 a & b, reproduced.

82, BM, PD, 5308~22, 34; see Rowlands, op. cit.
(note 6). p. 242. no. 208 b & ¢, reproduced.



Sir Hans Sloane’s Catalogues

The catalogue numbering system adopted in this volume
is that established by Peter Murray Jones in his paper, ‘A
preliminary check-list of Sir Hans Sloane’s catalogues’,
British Library Journal 14 no. 1 (1988), pp. 38-51. The fol-
lowing summarized list is reproduced with permission from
the author and from the editor of the British Library Journal.
Institutional and departmental titles have been amended in
the light of changes that have taken place since the date
of the original publication. A number of shelf-marks have
also been altered since that time.

1.

]

British Museum, Department of Egyptian Antiquities
‘Agyptian Antiquitys’ (n.d.)

Contenis: (a) Figures of Metal’; (b) ‘Scarabei’: (¢) ‘Periaptae’;
(d) 'Ingravings’; () ‘Models of Mummies’: (f) ‘Single Fig~ of
Terra Cotta’; (g) ‘Two or more fig™'; (h) ‘Bustos and heads
of Clay or Terracotta’; (i) ‘Basso Relievos’; (j) ‘AEgyptian fign
of Earth or Stone’; (k) ‘Models of Mummies': () Ums'.

Notes: (i) in unknown eighteenth-century hand. (i) entries
cross-referenced to Sloane catalogue numbers, ie. to 28
(below). Some provenances of items mentioned.

British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later
Antiquities
[Gems, Cameos, Annuli} (n.d.)

Contents: (a) Table of subjects for paintings: () gems. 1-232;
(c) cameos, etc., 1-290; (d) note on an Anglo-Saxon inscrip-
tion; short lists based on (b) and (c) above: (e) annuli; rings.
1-115; (f) five lists numbered 159g—u: of cameos, etc.. 1-6;
medallions, 1-7; cameos, etc, 1-7; intaglios, etc, 1-8; gems,
etc, 1-12; (g) Latin verses, headed ‘Conradus Ritterhusius’,
on back of a playing card.

Notes: (i) all items in Sloane’s hand except (c) 286-90, and
(e) 115. (ii) identifications by A.W. Franks and others passim.

. British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later

Antiquities
‘Indices variorum Musaei Sloaneani Catalogorum'.
(c.1740)

Contents: (a) Miscellanies, AA-Z; (b) Antiquities, A-Z;
(¢) Pictures &c., A-Z; (d) Agate-Handles &c., A-Z; (¢) Agate-
Cups &c., A-Z.

Notes: (i) paper slip bound in before (c) with recipe “Chandeles
ploujr la Carnosite’ (not in Sloane’s hand). (ii) all indices in
hand of Thomas Stack.

. British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later

Antiquities
[A.-W. Franks’s copy of Sloane’s ‘Miscellanies’ catalogue]

Contents: (a) Antiquities, 1-1129 (pp. 1-30). (h) non-Sloane
additions to (a), 1-14, 1-5 (pp. 31, 32); () Miscellanies.
1-2111 (pp. 33-85): (d) Impressions of Seals, ctc., 1-268
(pp. 86-95): (¢) Index in Sigilla, Sigillorum, Impressiones, &c..
A=Y (pp. 96-8); (f) Pictures and Drawings. 1-323 (pp.
99-106).

Notes: copy of 28 (below) in AW. Franks's hand: continued
in typescript as 5 (below).

. British Museum, Department of Medieval and Later

Antiquities
[Typed Extracts from the ms Catalogue in the Depart-
ment of Ethnography|

Contents: (a) Pictures, 324-471: (b) Mathematical Instruments,
1-57 (and index): (c) Agate handles, etc., 1-239; (d) Agate
cups, saucers, spoons, bottles, 1-303; (¢) Annuli; rings, 1~115.
Notes: typescript continuation of 4 (above); copy of 28
(below).

. British Museum, Department of Oriental Antiquities

[Extracts from Sloane and other carly registers relating
to Oriental Antiquities] (one item in (d) dated 1737)

Contents: (a) extracts from 28 (below) relating to oriental anti-
quities, index by country and subject, and index of sources
(17 fols.): (b) "Amuleta Mahumetica. Gemmae sive Lapides
continentes Inscriptiones Arabicos, persicas, &c.', 1-24 (7
fols.); (¢) notes on oriental coins, 18th century (3 fols.); (d)
seal impressions and notes (6 fols.).

Notes: (b) and parts of (d) in Sloane’s hand, (a) typescript.

. Natural History Museum, Botany Library

Shelf-mark : Banksian Collection mss
[Sir Hans Sloane, 'Vegetable and Vegetable Substances:
being the original register of the plant collections of
Sir Hans Sloane excluding the Herbarium, arranged in
the order of their acquisition’] (n.d.)

Contents: 'Vegetables and Vegetable Substances’, 1-3000.

Notes: (i) Sloane's hand, with interpolations by others. (ii) note

on flyleaf (Sloane's hand):

‘G +Gr Dr Grews Mus.S.Reg. + collection of seeds fruits &
which | bought

P+ Pet. are Mr James Petivers collections of all sorts which
I bought likewise

P+Pl Dr Plukenets collections which I likewise bought
from Dr Moor Bp of Norwich who bought them of
his Exrs.’

. Natural History Museum, Botany Library

Shelf-mark: Banksian Collection mss
[Vegetables and vegetable substances] (n.d.)
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Sir Hans Sloane’s Catalogues

10.

12.

13.

14.

Canttents: Vegetables and vegetable substances. 3001-6000
Notes (1) Sloane's hand, with very few interpolations; (i) fol
300, EW Groves (3/12/47): ‘Nos. 4326 onwards are con
tinued onp_ 47T

. Natural History Museum, Botany Library

Shell-mark : Banksian Collection mss
[Vegetables and vegetable substances] (n.d.. but Sloanc
note on fol. 1086 refers to storm of 8 January 1734)

Conlents: Vegetables and vegetable substances, 6001-12523

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand to fol. 1068 ; interpolated thereafter .
() infoliated note after fol. 804: ‘Mr Barham’s mss Paraguay
Tea': (i) fol. 1085*, note: 10558° to 10576° after 10857;
1108897 missing.

Natural History Museum, Botany Library
Shelf-mark : Banksian Collection Mss
|Index to the 5 (sic) Volumes of Vegetables] (n.d.)

Contents: Index to Vegetables and Vegetable Substances.
1-12523.

Notes: (i) index pasted in on slips (not in Sloane’s hand);
{ii) note by W. Carruthers, August 1875: The index formerly
in 3 portions has been arranged as a single index”.

. Natural History Museumn, Department of Botany

lohn Ray, Historin Plantarum (London. 1686—1706), 3
vols.. on large paper annotated by Sloane and others
with references to Hlorti] Slicci] volumes and pages,
passim.

Notes : a fuller catalogue of Sloane’s herbarium is in 20 (below),

Natural History Museum, Botany Library

Shelf-mark: Special Book Collection

John Ray. Historia Plantarum (London, 1686—1706),
3 vols., on large paper; annotations copied by
Sigismund Bacstrom from 1 (above) (may differ in
detail from 11)

Natural History Museum, Entomology Library
Shelf-mark: 5.B.q.5.8
‘Insects’ (n.d.)

Contents: (a) pasted slip: ‘Sir Hans Sloane’s Catalogue. Geo-
logical Department’ (fol. 1); (b) ‘Insects contained in Cabinet
no. 234’ (list follows) (fol. 2); (¢) Tabula Synoptica Insectorum
in Classes distributorum Cromwello Mortimero® (fols. 2+—4+);
(4) "An Explanation of Several Abbreviations & notes made
use of in the Catalogue of Insects’ (fols. 5-5*): () ‘Insects’,
1-2506 (fols. 8—113).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand throughout, except fols. 2—5* in Dr
Cromwell Mortimer’s hand:; (ii) pencil numbers added to each
entry, keyed to boxes in which specimens kept.

Natural History Museum, Entomology Library
Shelf-mark:S$.B.q.5.8
[Insects] (n.d))

16.

17.

18.

Contents: (@) {Insects], 2307-5447 (fols. 2-320). (k) ‘Number
of Insects not found in the review made by C Mortimer’ (fol.
378)

Notes 11y Sloane’s hand to 4205 (fol. 236). part Sloane. part
C Mortimer 4206-4832 (fol. 275): mostly C Mortimer
4833-5447 (fol. 276); (i) pencil numbers added. keyed to

boxes.

. Natural History Museum, Mineralogy Library

Shelf-mark : mss, sLo

{Catalogue of Sir Hans Sloane’s Collection of Minerals.
Vol. 1. Pretious stones (nos. 1-2256); Metalls (nos. 1-
14006; continued in Vol. n) title page written 20 August
1903. Llazarus| Fletcher]] (n.d.)

Conlents: (a) 'Pretious stones’, 1-2256 (fols. 1-184); (b)
‘Metalls’, 1-1406 (fols. 189-342+).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand, except fols. 181—4 (Metals 2230-56):
(i} fol. (i) L]. Spencer, 2 April 1932; vols. 1-3 in hand of
Sir Hans Sloane; vol. 4 (index) in hand of Thos. Stack: (iii)
fols. (iipiii). L.F., 1902-3: notes re Sloane and mineral collec-
tions; (iv) Precious stones, 1723-75 repeated : Metals, 670-99
repeated.

Natural History Museum, Mineralogy Library
Shelf-mark : Mss, sLo

|Catalogue of Sir Hans Sloane’s Collection of Minerals.
Vol. 1. Metalls (nos. 1407-2727), title-page written 20
August 1903. L. F) (nd)

Contents: Metals, 1107-2727 (fols. 2-76).

Nales: (1) Sloane’s hand, fols. 2-64 (1-2640): (ii) after fol. 39,
note by L]S. 1. 2. 1929: following entries agree with ].
Winthrop, Amer. Journ. Sc1., 1844, ser. 1, vol. 47, pp. 282-90
(list given).

Natural History Museum, Mineralogy Library
Shelf-mark: mss, sLo

(Catalogue of Sir Hans Sloane’s Collection of Minerals.
Vol. . Ambers, Bitumens, &c. (nos. 1-399): Asteriae,
Trochitae, etc. (nos. 1-242); Earths, Salts, etc. (nos. 1—
1037); Tales, Micae, etc. (nos. 1-391); Christalls
{nos. 1-1868); Fossils, Flints etc. (nos. 1-1280)] (n.d.)
Volume 1 is in two parts, wa and ms (this item and
18 (below)).

Contents: (a) "Ambers bitumens, ambergrease etc., 1-399
{fols. 1-35); (b) ‘Asteriae, Trochite, Entrochi (scrive stones)
etc.’. 1-242 (fols. 42-70): (¢) ‘Salts, Earths, clays. &c.’, 1-1037
(fols. 79~173); (d) “Talks, micae &c.’, 1-391 (fols. 184-212);
(e) ‘Christals’, 1-487 (fols. 217-61).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand, except changes on fols. 34, 69, 170,
211; (ii) (b) nos. 6680 repeated: (c) nos. 160-207, 245-59,
526, 903~10. 918 repeated: (¢) nos. 1135-1333 wanting,

Natural History Museum, Mineralogy Library
Shelf-mark: mss, sLo

[Catalogue of Sir Hans Sloane’s Collection of Minerals,
Volume m)] Vol. ms (n.d.)
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Contents: (a) 'Chrystalls'. 1881868 (fols 262-371); (b) Flints,
Fossils, &', 1-1280 (fols. 382-495).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand. fols. 262-367, 382-483: (ii) fol. 496
concordance of Sloane nos. with Winthrop nos (see note to
16 (above)).

. Natural History Museum. Mineralogy Library

Shelf-mark : mss, sLo

‘Indices variorum Musaci Sloaneani Catalogorum:scil.
1. Succinorum. Bituminum, &c.; 2. Asteriarum,
Trochitarum, Entrochorum, &c.; 3. Terrarum, Salium,
&c.; 4. Talcorum, Micarum, &c.; 5. Crystallorum &c.;
6. Fossilium. Index to the Ambers, Bitumes &. 1740".
(1740)

Contents: (a) ‘Ambers, Bitumens &c.'. A-Z (pp. 1-63): (b)
‘Index to the Asterize, Trochitae, Entrochi &c. 1740, A-Z
(pp- 67-117); {c) ‘Index to the Earths, Salts, &c. 1740°, A-Z
(pp. 119-235); (d) ‘Index to the Talcs, Micae, &c. 1740°, A-Z
{pp. 239-303): {¢) ‘Index to the Crystals & 1740". A-Z (pp.
307-491); {f) Index to the Fossils, Flints &c. 1740, A-Z (pp.
495-661).

Notes: (i) Thomas Stack’s hand: (ii) pastedown on flyleaf has
note by LF. August 1903: indexes to vols. 1 and n are at
present bound up with indexes to the volumes in the Geologi-
cal Dept.; (iii) note by L]S.. 2 April 1932. about hands of
Sloane in vols. 1 to m, and Stack in vol. .

Natural History Museum, Mineralogy Library
Shelf-mark: mss, sLo
‘Catalogus Marmorum’ (n.d.)

Contents: {a) notes (see below) and contents lists (fols. 1-5);
{b) ‘Catalogus Marmorum’, 1-277 (fols. 6-22*); (c) note by
Sloane, inc. ‘Strata folinae’ (fol. 23); (d} ‘Minerae Auri’, 1-20
and 'Observationes’ (fols. 24-6); (¢) Minerae Argenti’, 1-272
and "Observationes’ (fols. 26°~51*}; (f) ‘Minerae Cupri’, 1-133
(fols. 52v—62*); (g) ‘Minerae Ferri’, 1-114 and ‘Observationes’
(fols. 62v=74); (h} 'Minerae Stanni sive Plumbi candidi Agri-
colae’, 1-91 and ‘Observationes’ (fols. 74*—83+); (i) ‘Minerae
Plumbi’, 1-48 and ‘Observationes’ {fols. 84—89); (j) ‘Minerae
Cinnabaris et Mercurii’, I-18 and ‘Observationes’ (fols. 90—1);
(k) ‘Minerae Antimonii et Magnesiae’, 1-29 and ‘Observa-
tiones’ (fols. 92—7v); () Minerae Vitrioli’, 1-21 and ‘Observa-
tiones’ (fols. 98—100%): (m) ‘Minerae aluminis’, 22—4 and ‘Salia’,
25-8 and 'Observationes’ {fols. 101-2); (n) ‘Minerae Cobalti,
Arsenici, Bismuthi, 1-48 and ‘Observationes’ (fols. 104—11%);
(0) ‘Pyritae Flavi et Subflavi’, 1-40 and ‘Observationes’ (fols.
112-19*); (p) ‘Minerae Sulphuris’, 29-32 and ‘Observationes’
(fols. 120-1%); (g} 'Lapides’. 33—-46 (fols. 122-3%): (r) Lusus
Minerales sive Concretiones crystallinae’. 1-81 (fols. 124—
33); (s) Letter of William Brownrigg, Whitehaven 3 Novem-
ber 1742, to Sloane (fols. 134-6); (1) ‘A Catalogue of Fossils,
&c. other Bodies delivered to Sir James Lowther Bart.: For
Sir Hans Sloane Bart.: by WIilliam] B{rownrigg}’, 12 October
1742, nos. 1-19 (fols. 137-44).

Notes: (i) section (b) not in Sloane’s hand, but annotated and
supplemented by him. Fols. 21-49, 5264 in Sloane’s hand:
(i) fol. 1, LJ. Spencer, 1928: This old catalogue, written in
Latin, evidently belonged to Sir Hans Sloane (1660-1753) for

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

Sir Hans Sloane’s Catalogues

there 1s bound up with it a letter and list of specimens sent
to him by William Brownrigy; in 1742; also the style of bind-
ing is the same as that of the Sloane calalogues in the Geology
Department (8m). None of the entries appear to agree with
any in the Sloane ms Catalogue This Catalogue by Sir Hans
Sloane but not re-catalogued with his general collection
Nearly all of the specimens are from Germany and Austria.’

Natural History Museum, Paleontology Library
Shelf-mark : mss, sLo
‘Coralls, Sponges, & some other submarines’ (n.d.)

Contents: (a) ‘Coralls’, 1-1421 (fols. 2-108; fols. 1*—16v); (b)
‘Serpents &', 1-525 (fols. 109-56; fols. 108*-11%); (¢) ‘Echini’,
1660 (fols. 157-219): (d) ‘Crustacea’, 1-364 (fols. 226-57);
(e) ‘Starrfishes’, 1-174 (fols. 265-76): (f) 'Humana’, 1-760
(fols. 277-360).

Notes: (i) mostly in Sloane’s hand (except last entries; see fols.
9+, 111+, 218, 257, 360); (ii) fol. 155*: ‘see continuation of
snakes no. 457 etc. about 20 leaves back — being misplaced
by the bookbinder. W(illiam] Clarruthers]'; (iii) modemn bind-
ing titled ‘Catalogue of Fossils 1".

Natural History Museum, Palzontology Library
Shelf-mark : mss, sLo
‘Shells’ (n.d.)

Contents: ‘Shells’, 1-2502 (fols. 3-388).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand, with interpolations by others: (ii) fol. 3:
‘Mem? after 2966 by mistake | went on to 2697; to 2730
many w* are therefore double’: (iii) pencil renumbering of
specimens throughout; (iv) G.L. Wilkins, Sept. 1952: speci-
mens marked with red dot in right-hand margins are still in
the Museum collection; (iv) modem binding titled ‘Catalogue
of Fossils 11"

Natural History Museum, Pal®ontology Library
Shelf-mark : mss, sLo
[Shells] (n.d.)

Contents: ‘Shells’, 2503-4911 (fols. 1-423).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand: (ii) 2697-730 numbers repeated, see
note to 22 (above); (i) modemn binding titled ‘Catalogue of
Fossils nr'.

Natural History Museum, Palzontology Library
Shelf-mark : mss, sLo
{Shells] (c dated 1728)

Contents: (a) ‘Shells’, 4912-5846 (fols. 2-62); (b) classified list
of shells, up to 4911 (fols. 210-61); (c) ‘Musei Fossilium Con-
spectus’ (totals) (fol. 262).

Notes: {i) mostly in Sloane’s hand, except for fols. 52—62;
(i) fol. 56" has loose paper in Sloane’s hand pasted down;
(iii) modem binding titled ‘Catalogue of Fossils iv'.

Natural History Museum, Palzontology Library
Shelf-mark : mss, sLo
[Fishes, Birds, Quadrupeds] (n.d.)

Contents:(a) Fishes’, 1-1563 (fols. 2—-131; fols. 2*—8v); (b) ‘Birds’,

293
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1-907 (fols. 132-208; fols 132 141'); () Eggs. 1-272
(fols. 209-24); () alphabetical mdex to eggs (fols. 227-34);
(¢) Quadrupeds’, 1-1903 {fols 130-383:: fols 236--201").
Notes: (i) mostly in Sloane’s hand. except fols. 6:-8', 130-—41",
224, 227-34, 256°—260°; (m fol 1: sperma wh. whale cast
on Essex shore called a Cashalot at a place called the Scewer
near Bradwell. The whale whose skeleton in my garden’; (iii)
fol. 1:'N.B. nos. 224—6, 670 £15, 931 are among the insects
in the Gallery on shelf r. 8, iv- more notes at fols. 118, 133,
263 (last by Sloane); (v) fol 245 printed list of merchandise,
Amsterdam, 1737, with elephant skull starred: certificate of
sale in Dutch for the skull from East India Co: (vi) modem
binding titled ‘Catalogue of Fossils v'.

. Natural History Museum. Palxontology Library

Shelf-mark: mss, sLo
‘Indices variorum’ (n.d.)

Contents: (a) Precious stones index (fols. 2—64); (b) Metals
index (fols. 68—129); (¢) Fish index (fols. 132-77); (d) Birds
index (fols. 180~220); (¢) Quadrupeds index (fols. 224-77);
(¥) Corals index (fols. 280-304) . 1g) Serpents index (fols. 310
18): th) Echini index (fols. 322-35): (1) Crustacea index (fols.
338-46); (j) Starfishes (fols. 350-4). (k) Humana (fols. 357-79).
Notes: (i) Thomas Stack's hand: (i) first two indexes are to
catalogues in Mineralogy lLibrary . (iii) modern binding titled
‘Catalogue of Fossils vi'.

7. Natural History Museum, Zoology library

Shelf-mark : Mss, sLO
‘Echini Marini’ (¢.17207)

Cantents: (a) ‘Echini Marini’ (table of classification) (2 fols.);
() ‘Echini Marini, Classis I, Sectio I, at-39 {38 fols.): (¢) 'Echini
Marini, Classis I, Sectio 11, b1-27 (11 fols.): {d) ‘'Echini Manni,
Classis I, Sectio 1II', ¢1 (3 fols): (¢} ‘Echinorum Mannorum,
Classis 1I, Sectio I di1-27 (21 fols); (f) ‘Echinorum
Marinorum, Classis II, Sectio II'. e1-13 (9 fols.).

Notes: (i) Sloane’s hand throughout; (ii) some entries given
pencil numbers, all comprising 225 followed by a letter, prob-
ably indicating storage case and drawers; (iii) echinoderms
also catalogued in 21 (above).

Museum of Mankind (British Museum, Dept. of
Ethnography)

‘Miscellanies’ (some items with dates 1730-38)

fols. ii + 1-329; and fols. 57, 57", 142", 180" (July 1968);
fols. 20631 foliated originally 1—xxvi

Contents: (1) ‘Miscellanies’, 1-2111 (fols. 2-152*; entries
1799-2111 on versos); (b) ‘Antiquities’, 1-1129 (fols. 153—
205; entries 700—1129 on versos); (c) ‘Impressions of Seals,
etc.. 1-268 (fols. 206-31); (d) ‘Index in Sigilla, Sigillorum,
Impressions &c.’, (fols. 232-236"); (e) Pictures &c.’, 1-471
(fols. 237-71); {f) ‘Mathematicall Instruments &c.". 1~57 (fols.
272-7): (g) ‘Index to the Mathematicall Instruments’ (fols.
278-81); (h) ‘Agate handles &c.". 1-239 (fols. 282-303); (1)
"Agate cups botles spoons &c.'. 1-303 (fols. 304-29).

Notes: (i} mostly Sloane’s hand, except fols. 17, 174>, 215,
232-236v, 278-81 (last two items in hand of Thomas Stack);

30.

31.

{ii) Tol. ii: 'N.B. from 96 to 105 ajre] veget. corall - 709 to
920 duplicates’: (1} fol. 1: 'N.B. The Indexes to the Seals and
Mathematicall Instruments are in this Volume at the end of
the respective Catalogues: and the Indexes to the rest of this
Volume are bound up in a separate Volume in the same Order
as they oceur in this’; (v) fol. 178 donations by William
Lethieullier, Pitt Lethieullier, Smart Lethicullier, Thomas Hol-
lis, et al.; {v) fol. 206 Thomas Stack - "All this Class is in Drawer
t. of Cab. 216. and they are marked in the Margin w blacklead
1. 2. 3. etc. according to the Cards or Boxes that contain the
severa) Articles. Aug. 31. 1738, Sept. 12,38 | made the Index
to p. xxvi No. 264"; (vi) fols. 5°. 5*": notes in French;
(vii} fol. 142" ‘Experiments made with the German Water sent
me by his Grace the Duke of Newcastle'; (viii) fol. 180*: check-
list of casts of medals.

. British Library, Department of Manuscripts

Catalogue rumber : Sloane Ms 3995
‘A catalogue of my books taken in Febry. 1684/5 in
London’

British Library, Department of Manuscripts

Catalogue monber: Sloane Ms 39724, 8,C. D

[Catalogues of printed books. manuscripts, charters,
rolls, horti sicci. maps, miniatures, prints, periodicals)

British Library, Department of Printed Books
Shelf-mark: 878.n.8

{Sloane’s Latin medical books| G.A. Mercklin, Lindenius
renovatus (1686), interleaved.



