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TO THE TEACHER.

L It is supposed that those pupils who have gone through the First and Second Read-
ers, and observed the inflections as there designated, have progressed so far in forming
habits of correct reading that they may now profitably give some attention to elocution-
ary principles and rules. We suggest, therefore, that the reading-class should repeat-

, edly go through with the  Elements of Elocution,’ not only by reading aloud the exam-
ples, but by selecting daily, at the beginning or close of each reading exercise, and from
whatever sources they choose, examples illustrating some one Rule or Note.

IL As the more difficult words in each reading lesson are defined at its close, and in
that particular sense in which they are used in the passages referred to, these definitions
may be made to contribute greatly to & correct knowledge of the lesson read. To this
end the lesson should always be studied in advance by the pupil, who, after reading a
verse, should explain these more difficult words by substituting in their places either the
definitions given, or such terms of his own selection a8 may answer the same purpose.
'l'he benefits of this defining exercise to pupils in this stage of advancement will not be

iderable; for, besides contrib g to a better knowledge of the lessons read, it
will cultivate & Aabit of reading understandlngly, and also call particular attention to
the ing of nearly a th d individual words in this Reader alone.

IL In the words defined, particular attention should be paid to their correct accentu-
ation, and also to the correct sounds of the letters, as designated by the panying
marks, which are explained by the Pr cing Key on page 14. The pupil should be
required to give the authority for the pronunciation of all the more difficult or uncom-
mon words defined by reference to the Key; thus, ARen’-ives; * Italian sound of &, as
in fdr, fdther; e hard, like k; 7 long; and soft 8, like z." This will compel a familiar-
ity with the Key, and train the ear to nice distinctions of ds, indisp ble requi-
sites in securing a cultivated elocutionary taste,

Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and sixty, by

HARPER & BROTHERS,
in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the Southern District of New York.



PREFACE

IN the THIRD READER of the ¢“School and Family Series” the Elocu.
tionary Rules contained in the Second are repeated in that part entitled
¢¢ Elements of Elocution,” with some few additions. Instead of multiply-
ing sets of rules, which only serve to perplex both teacher and pupils, we
have given the samne brief rules, for convenience of reference, in all the
Readers. ’

The First Part of this Reader, entitled ¢ Stories from the Bible,” and
comprising a connected series of sketches of some of the most interesting
portions of sacred history, with poetical selections, etc., furnishes some very
fine lessons in reading; and the whole has sufficient variety not to become
monotonous. The Jllustrations in this part (by Adams), which are unsur-
passed in artistic execution, will not only be found to give much additional
interest to the narrative, but, it is believed, will do much to cultivate in
children a taste for the beautiful.

Part Second, although specially designed to convey moral instruction,
through the medium of ¢‘ Moral Lessons,” is not peculiar in its tendencies,
as no pains have been spared to give all the Readers not only a moral, but
a Christian influence. To this end, the numerous opportunities which are
presented, throughout all the departments of Natural History, of illustrating
the wisdom, goodness, and power of the Creator, have not been neglected.

In the Third Part, which treats of the first great division of animal life,
the attempt has been made, and, it is hoped, successfully, to invest the
subject with a great degree of interest for children ; to popularize it to their
capacities ; to give all desirable variety to the lessons, as exercises in read-
ing; and to convey as much positive information as would be compatible
with these requisites for a good reading-book. As narrative is that kind of
reading which is easiest understood by children, it is employed here, to a
great extent, in the descriptive portions, while numerous interesting inci-
dents of animal life, illustrating traits of character, habits, etc., and both
poetical and prose selections, effectually relieve it of that sameness of style
and matter which is found in works of merely descriptive zoology.

In the Fourth Part, ¢‘ Miscellaneous,” we have retained a few old selec-
tions, because they have stood the test of Time—the only true standard of
taste—and because, although old to us, they will be new to every succeed-
ing generation.

To the artist, Charles Parsons, Esq., of this city, I am under great ob-
ligations for the beautiful manner in which he has carried out my views in
the Natural History illustrations in this and other numbers of the series,
and also for many beautiful designs in other portions of the warks.

, M. WhLLSON.
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LESSON III.

THE RHINOCEROS AND THE HIPPOPOTAMUS.

One-horned Indian Rhinoceros, Rhinoceros unicornus. Two-horned African Rhinoc-
eros, Rhinoceros bicornus.

1. THE rhinoceros,! which is a very uncouth?looking
creature, is a native of the warm regions of Africa and
Asia, inhabiting districts where there is much vegetation
and abundance of water. There are several species, some
having but one horn, and others two, but otherwise differ-
ing chiefly in size and in the shape of the head.

2. A full-grown rhinoceros is about five feet in height,
which is about half the length of the body. It often
weighs from two to three tons. The horns vary from a
few inches to more than four feet in length. It is believed
that the unicorn mentioned in the Bible was the one-horn-
ed rhinoceros. :

8. The rhinoceros has a very thick and tough skin,
. which hangs in large folds over the body, and is destitute
of hair except a little between the shoulders, a tuft at the
end of the tail, and on the tips of the ears. Tt feeds chief-
ly on vegetables, tender branches of trees, and grasses. It
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is a slovenly® animal, much like the hog in its character
and habits; but when aroused it is furious and revenge-
ful; and as it possesses enormous strength, neither the
lion, the tiger, nor the elephant will often attack it.

4. Although generally an inoffensive animal, it will
sometimes attack a whole company of men. Two officers
belonging to that part of the English army in India that
was stationed* near Patna went out with their servants on
a hunting expedition. One morning, as they were rising
Jjust about daybreak to go in quest® of game, they heard a
violent uproar, and on looking out, found that a rhinoceros
was goring® their horses, both of which, being fastened
with ropes, were unable to escape or resist.

6. The servants fled immediately, and hid themselves in
the jungles near by; and the two officers had barely time
to climb up into a small tree not far distant, when the fu-
rious beast, having killed the horses, turned his attention
to their masters. They were barely out of his reach, and
- by no means free from danger, as he seemed determined
to tear the tree down. After keeping them in dreadful
suspense’ for some time, seeing the sun rise, he began to
retreat; but he occasionally stopped and looked back, as
if half inclined to return, and as if he regretted to leave
what he had not the power to destroy.

6. The hippopotamus,® or river horse, is qulte as un-
couth- lookmg as the rhinoc.
eros. His head is large;
his mouth is enormous; his
body is of great bulk, fat
and round, and often from
nine to twelve feet in length;
hisskin is more than an inch
thick, and his legs are very
short and clumsy. On land

the hippopotamus makes slow progress; but in the water,
which is his native element, he swims and dives like a
duck.
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- 7. The hippopotamus is found only in Africa. It sel-
dom leaves the water except during the night, when it
- comes out to feed on grass, roots, and the stems of water-
plants. When near cultivated districts it sometimes comes
forth in herds of from ten to fifty, and ravages fields of
rice and grain, destroying more by the treading of its
enormous feet than it eats.

1 RAT-N30’-E-ROS (71-nfs’-e-r0s). s Qnin, search of.

2 UN-€0UTH', odd: strange. 6 GOR’-ING, stabbing ; plercing.

3 8SLOV/-EN-LY, filthy. 7 Sus-PENSE’, anxiety.

¢ STX’-TIONED, posted ; placed. o HIP-Po-POT -A-MUS.
LESSON 1V.

ANIMALS OF THE SWINE EIND (SUID.E).

1. Babiroussa, or Wild Hog of the Molucca Islande, Sus Babiroussa. 2. Wild Boar
of Europe, Sus scrofa, or ferus. 8. Ethiopian Wild Boar or Wart Hog, Sus larvatux.
4. American Tapir, Tapirus Americanus. 5. Syrial z;mx Hyrax Syriacus, 6.
‘White-lipped Peccary of South America, Sus, or Dwotyla biatus.

1. AMoNG the hoofed quadrupeds of the thick-skinned
order which have been classed with the rhinoceros and
the hippopotamus, are those of the swine kind, which in-
clude the domestic hog, the wild hogs, of which there are
several species, and also the peccaries' and the tapirs.?
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None of these are very interesting animals, although the
hog is very useful on account of its flesh, which is eaten
by all people except Jews.

2. The wild boar is still found in the large forests of
Europe, but is most numerous in Southern Asia. It was
once common in England, where the hunting of it was a
favorite, but sometimes dangerous amusement. The kill-
ing of a wild boar is well described in the following lines:

8. ¢ Forth from a thicket rushed another boar,

So large, he seem’d the tyrant of the woods,

With all his dreadful bristles raised on high ;

They seem’d a grove of spears upon his back.
Foaming, he came at me, where I was posted,
Whetting his huge long tusks, and gaping wide,

As he already had me for his prey ;

Till, brandishing my well-pois’d javelin on high,
‘With this bold executing arm I struck

The ugly brindled® monster to the heart.”—QOTwAY.

4. The peccaries, which are a kind of wild swine, are
natives of South America. The collared* peccary, which
is the smallest, is found in considerable numbers in Mex-
ico. The white-lipped peccary is found in vast herds in
South America, sometimes spreading over a mile of
ground, and directed® by one which is the leader.

6. The tapir, which is the largest animal of South Amer-
ica, is hunted for its skin, and also for its flesh. Its dis-
position is peaceful, but it will defend itself vigorously if
attacked. When tamed it becomes as familiar as a dog.

6. The smallest animal in this division is the Syrian
hyrax, a rabbit-like and timid little creature, which is the
same as the cony mentioned in the Bible. It is still
found among the rocks of Mount Lebanon, living upon
grain, fruit, and roots. *The conies are but a feeble folk,
yet make they their houses in the rocks. The high hills
are a refuge for the wild goats; and the rocks for the co-
nies.” (Prov., xxx., 26, and Psalm civ., 18.)

1 PEo’-CA-RY. ¢ €81'-LARED, having a stripe or collar

3 Ti’-PR. around the neck.
3 BRIN'-DLED, spotted. 8 DY-rEcr’-ED, led or guided.





