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THE UNICORHN.

The majority of white inhabitants in South Afries
held, and possibly hold to the present day, that such
an animal used to exist, as its fac-simile is to be seen
on the English national coat-of-arms. A popular
legend has it that the Crown onee offered £40,000 for
a living speecimen. I mever saw this eonfirmed in
print, perhaps owing to the irregularity of the
“ Govarnment Gazette *' coming to hand in the early
days,

i‘r:n 1860, the Natal public diseussed the feasibility
of bunting up the said animal. T was there at the
time, and remember very well the pros and cong on
the subject.

The arguments in favonr were:—

1. Bketches of the unicorn are to be found in many
caves and on rocks in South Afries, especially in the
Cape Colony, together with pictures of other liviag
and known animals, drawn by Bushmen,

2. A Zulu in the serviee of Mr. A, Osborn, a Matal
Colonist, told his employer that he, in company with
five other kafirs, had explored the platean of the
Drakensberg proper, whers they had come to a
swamp of the extent of one day's travelling,® and
there and then found six animals of dark-brown colonr

*In February, 1588, durinlﬁﬂru_ﬂm wiik, i atroag cokun of the
Free State Army patrolled said platssy, which bafors that timo
linil been feres imeogmile b white people sod  diesovered such &
awanp ror vhey), but Bo enbsoss,
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about the size of & blesbok, baving a long tail, with a
long, straight horn on the head. They proved to be
of a very ferocions nature, as they attacked at once,
with the result that his five mates were killed, and
he only survived by sealing & rock which luekily hap-
pened to be within reach,

2. A Basuto in the serviee of Daniel Besuidenhout,
then living in the district of Bethlehem {who died in
18947, had offered to show his master (for a cow and
enlf as remuneration) & kind of animal on the Dra-
kensberg, which he described as the Zula had done,
adding that it was so fierce as to attack its own
shadow! The said Bezuidenhout, who visited Natal
every vear for trading purposes, had communieat.d
these particulars.

4, As no white man had ever explored the Drakens.
berg platean between the sources of the Tugela and
Cornetspruit, where the Zulu referved to had located
the said swamp, it is just possible that the uwnicorn
thrives there, prevented by ita natural shyness from
migrating to lower and less lonesome pastures.

The opponents argued as follows:—

1. Suppoging the animal existed at one time in
South Afriea, why has nobody ever found a petrified
careass or even & single bone, a8 is the case with ell
other speeies T

E Mone of the black tribes have o name for it is
their language.

3. That it ia not extinet, like the dode, mastodon,
or mammoth, which have all left evidences of their
existence, but is & mere popular fiction like the satyr

amd the dragon.
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4. ’i‘]:at- the pictures to be found in B‘uahmen'_n
eaves are unsnceessful profile sketches of the rhi-
nocerng.

As the enterprise was not o very costly affair, those
in fuvour of it might have persevered, and taken
ghares in a Natal Unicorn Company (limited), but for
the hoatile attitude at that time of the Paramouat
Chief, Moshesh. The country to be explored, thougzh
only ccenpied by a few Bushmen, was undoubtedly
within his domain, It was not approachable from
the MNatal side, as passes through the Drakensberyg
were nol known at that time. The gap throngh the
monntaina, by which the Grigua Chief, Adam Kok,
managed to enter Griqualand East, was only dis-
covered at a later period.. Hence, the only possible
rosd was up the Namagazi (Elands Biver) and
through Weedsie's Hoek., From there Basute guides
wonld have been indispensable; but, covsidering the
unfriendly feeling of their Chief and the known
dread of the tribe for the few Boshmen still to be
found on the mountain, the MNatalians despaired of
procuring & specimen, For these reasons the plan
was abandoned,

My humble opinion is that the unicorn never

existed in the flesh, and that the sketehes on rocks
originated from the following event:—

Acoeording to histories]l records, the then Duteh
Government gent, at some time in the eighteenth cen-
tury, two scientistz from Capetown northward io
explore the interior for geological and zoologinal
purposes, Having passed the region oeeupicd by
whites they had to employ Bushmen as guides, As
likely a8 not they ware provided with pictures of all
known and unknown animals. These were shown to
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the mervants to explain the errand of their masters,
very likely promising extra remuneration for speci-
mens found, The Bushman, being provided with
much-developed bump of imitatien, like his eousin,
the monkey (according to Darwin), copied them af-
terwards on rocks, and thereby immortalized them
for the instruction and bewilderment of future gen-
erations.
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