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Rhino revival

AN PLAYVER
‘Tht While Rbino Saga
254up, Collins, £2.50,

Qf e tive specivs of rhinoceres, the
sa-culled White Rhino s the largest.
Sonpetimes weighing more than three
tong, it ix second onfy 1o the vlephant
in shees bulk. Once enjoying a wide
dixiridniion in tropikal and southern
Abrien, the depredations of Juaters
und poachicrs (o the last centory re
ducad ite autoead range 1o small arees
in Zululand and, as a nortaern furm,
to parts of (Tganda, South Suden pnd
the Cuspo. F. Q. Sclous, are of
Afviea's preacest bhunters, left rhe
continet in 4492 with the expecta-
tion thm the ¥White Rhing was un-
likely 10 stwvive into che coming con-
tory.  Two years later. a shooting
paets i Zotulaadd bageed six animals
aud it was this that Gnally stirred
the authurities sxd led 1o the Eavana.
tion al the UmEolozi, Rishluwe and
Lake 81 Lucin game veserves,

By 1983, Lowerer, the Umfslezi
wag  Uverhburdened with some 300
rhima, fas mare than che Jand couldd
carey, and the prablem was now ane
of distritsating these viches, While
bis Brother wuy distinction on the
worid's pelf courses, fun Player ser
abouy sofving e ITmlaimi problem,

parily by supplying enes aad partly
by attempitng 10 repepulate wthee
ATEQS,

Immobilization of turge pame
antmals was at thal time a cather
new tefhinigue, hat My Player and
kis caleapues had 1he benefic of
persomal  instruction  fremy Tond
Hacrthoorn, a pioneer in the nse of
drugs with dart puw. He had
mudified Red Palmer’s original
Capehar gun sad suggested an im-
wressise accay of denps for teial om

the  Uwnfolozi  rhines. Trials,
failyees, 1ha first few specesses vod
yet wmere ris  foliowed yneil

i systemt was perfocted and the -

mpment arrived when White Rhina
Tegan o leave the reserve for
destinations as far afieid as Canada,
Czechostevakia, Burma and Taiwao.

Between 1961 and 1972 more than
10 rltinos wery captured, some
to be seat 1o pane resvirves i Afvica
und othurs to 20as. The swxess of
the project, iu rerms of habk ceasec-
wation and  finknctal veward, was
such that by 1969 Mr Plager was
acting the part of wandling sales
man unCUULARING 2008 (0 purchuse
vhines in jens and twenlies, ‘What
Selous had seen as the extinction of
a gprcies bad 1uraed Inlo jts oppo-
sibe, the conservation of g nebly and
anal in st way that would give the most
pleasure, interest and use tu rmao-
kituda




