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HUNTING THE RHINOCERGOS.,

An Eicliag by Mr. Howit.

{Trom Vaillint’s Sccond  Journey, Vol
111. page 4o.

IN the® midft of this immenfe
menagerie, the varicty of which
kept me in a conminual flate of
enchantment, I was furprifed not
to find that prodigious number of
rhinocerofes which had been men-
tioned to me by the people of
Harpia’s Horde.  Oue day, howe-
ver, Klaas, who was alwavs con-
cerned in every matter of import-
ance, and the firft to communicate
agrecable intelligence, came in great
“hafte to my tent to inform me, that
he bad obferved, at fome diftance

from my camp, two of thefc ani-

mals, {tanding quietly, ciofe to each
other, in the middie of the plain;
and that I had it in my power to
enjoy the pleafure of the. fineft
bunt I had ever vet experienced.
The huont, indeed, promifed o be
amufing ; but, ndependently of
danger, I forefaw that it was [ikely
to %:c attended with d:fficulties.
To attack two fuch formidable
enemics, it was neceflary to ufe
great precaution, and that we
fhould approach them in fuch a
manaer as that they might neither
fee nor fmell us, which is always
very difficult.

I at firt propofed to form a
ring, which fhould furround them
on all fides, and to advance upon
them, gradually contradting the
circle, fo as to unire the moment
we were about to commence our
attack ; but the favages aflured me,
that with thefe animals, this plan
was impraticable. 1 gave myfelf
vp, thercfode, entircly to their di-
reétion; and we fet out, armed
alike, with a good fufee, and with
the neceffary courage.  All my
hunters wifhed to be of the party,
and each propofed to difplay the
greateft prowefs.

|
§

Hunting the Rhinoceros. '

I cauled two of my ftrongeft dogs .

to be led in a leafh, in order that
they might be let loofe dn the rhi-
nocerofes, in cafe it hould be found
ncceffary.  We were obliged to
make a long circuit to gain the lee

fide of thewn, lefi they thould {mell,

us; and we reached the river, the
courfe of which we followed under
cover of the large trees that grew
on its banks, when Klaas foon made
us.obferve the animals, at about the
diftance of a quarter of a league in
the plain.

As one of them was much larger
than the other, | fuppofed them to
be male and Jemale. Motionlefs
by the fide of each other, they
were ftift in the fame pafiure in
which Klaas had firft feen them;
but they ftood with their nofes to
the wind, and confequently pre-
fented to us their rumps. It isthe
cuftom of thefe animals, when thus
at reft, to place themfelves in the
dire&@ion of the wind, in order
that they may difcover by their
fmell what enemies they were to
drcad. From time to time, how-
ever, they move their heads round,
to take a look behind thetn, and to
be affured that they are fafe on all
fides; but itis only a look, and
they foon return to their former
pofition.

We were already deliberating on
the difpofitions to be made for
commencing the attack, and I was
giving orders to my company,
when Jonker, one of my Hotten-
tots, requefted that I would permit
him to attack thie two animals alote,
as a bekruyper. My readers will
here reeolied, that'when I foolithly
attempted to crofs the Elephant’s
River, near its mouth, on the trunk
of a tree, Jonker was one of the
fwimmers who faved myv life, and
that in return, at the defire of his
companions, } raifed bhim ta the
rank of hunter. .\t that ti.se he
was entirely a novice in this cxer-
cife; but I bave already -emarked

that
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that he afterwards became a moft
excelient {bot, and furpafied. all the
reftof my bunters, particularly inthe
art of creeping. I have. before ob.

ferved, that. hunting in Africa has /

10 refcmblance to that in Europe;
that to get within reach of certain
wild animals, we muft approach
them wishout being perceived ; and
that it is impoflible to get near them
but by creeping on the belly. Thofe
who bave acquired this art, are
called Lekryypers; and it was jn
this quality that Jonker afked leave
to attack alone the two rhinoce-
rofes, affuring me that he would ac-
quit himfelf to my fatisfadtion. As
his defign would net preyent the
execution of our plao,: and as, in
cafe his particular attack thopld not
fucceed, it would net impede our
general one, ;I geanted bis.requeft.
He then fteipped himfelf naked,
and, taking his fufee, :proceeded
towards, the animals, greeping on
his belly like a ferpent. Jn the
mean time, | pointed out to my hun-
ters the different pofls they were to
occupy. They repaired to them by
circuitous ways, each accompanied
by two men. As for me, |l reindined
op the fpot where I was, with two
. Hotteptgts, one of whom. heid my
horfe, and the other'my dogs; but,
toavoid being feen, we poited our-
felves behind a buth. Io my hand
1 helda glafs, which had often ena-
bled me 1o feg the operation of
ftage machinery, and the effet of
our theatrical decorations. How
changed the {eene! At this mn-
ment it broaght before me two hi-
deous monfters, which at times
turned towards me their frightful
heads, Their movements, which
indicated fear and obfervation, foon
became more frequent; and [ was
apprehenfive they had heard the
ag'ta{inn of-my dogs, who, :having
difcovered them, made efforts to
efcape from the keeper, and ruth
wponthem, .. .. . .. . ...
Vnker ftifl kept flowly advanc:
o&. XIJL.—~No. 75.
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ing, but with his eyes fixed on the
animais. If he faw themturn their
beads, he ftopped and remained
motionlefs. Oue would have takea
him for a large ftone; and indeed,
in this refpeét I myfelf was mifta-
ken, He contitiued creeping, with.
various interruptions, for more than
ao hour. At leagth I faw him
proceed towards a large bufh of -
cuppharbia, which was only two
hundred paces from the animals.
Being certain, when he reached if,
that he could conceal himfelf there
without being feen, he rofe up, and
cafting his eyes every wherearound,
to fee whether his comrades had an-
rived at their pofts, he made pre-
parations for firing.

Dusing the fime he was creeping
along, I had followed him with my
eye; and in proportion as he ad-
vanced, I felt my heart beat
with . inveluntary palpitation.—
However, when I faw him fo near
the animals, and juft upon the point
of firing at one of them, what
would I hot have given at that mo-
Ment to have been in the place of

onker, or at leaft by his fide, that

‘might have brought down alfo one
of thefe-favage monfters. I waited
with the utmoft impatience for the
teport of the gun, and I could not
conceive what prevented him from
firing ;- but the Hottentot who
ftood near me, and who was ablé by
the bare fight to diftinguith him ay
perfe@ly as I could with my plafs,
informed me of his defign. He
told me that Janker did not fire; bew
caufe he was waiting till the rhino-
ceros fhould turn round, that he
might, if poflible, take aim at his
head ; and that on the firlt motion
they made, I thould hear the res

ort.

Prefently the largeft of the two
having looked bebind, was imme-
diately fired at. ~Being wounded,
he fent forth a horrid cry, and, fol-
lowed by the female, ran furioufly
towards the place from which the

Y noife.
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- noife had proceeded. I found my
heart now agitated by the motft vio-
Jent emotion, and my fear was
carried to its utmoft extemt. A
could {weat diffufed itfelf over my
whole body, and my heart beat with
fuch force as to prevent me from
breathing. 1 expeéted to feg the
two moafters tear up the bufh,
tread the unfortunate Jonker under
their feet, and rend him to pieces; j
Jbut he had thrown himfelf down
with his belly on the grouand, and
this ‘ftratagem fucceeded. They
pafled clofe by his fide without per-
cciving him, ‘and came firaight to-
wards me. My fear now gave
place to joy, and I prepared to re-
.ceive them ; byt my dogs, animated
by the report of the gun. became fo
rettlefs on their approach, that,
beiug unable to check them, I or-
dered them to be let loofe, and en-
couraged them to the attack.—

. .When the animals faw this, they
inflantly turned afide, and proceed-
. ed towards another of the hunters
‘placed in ambuth, from whom they
received a fecond fire ; and then to
another, from whom they reccived
-a third fire. My dogs, on the other
hand, harraffed prodigioufly, which
fiill increafed their rage. They
kicked at them in a moft terrible
manner, ploughed up the plain
-with their horns, and, digging fur-
rows in it feven or cight inches in

. depth, threw around them a (hower
of pebblesand ltones. '
Dixing thistime, we all keptap-
proaching, in order to furround
them more clofely, and to unite
againft them our forces. The mul-
titude of enemies- by which they
found themfelves inclofed, render-
ed them completely furious. The

. male, however, fuddenly fopped ;

. and, -turning round to attack the
dogs, endeavoured to rip up their
bellies with his horn ; and, while he

was engaged ia purfujng them, the A

female quitted him, and made her ef-

eape. Iwas highly pleafedather dight -

Feaft of mt 5 or S]xor{/'mah’.s Hall.

which I confidered 98 a. fortuhate
circomiftanee 3 for it is certain thaty
notwithflanding eur number and
our arms, we fhould have been
much embarrafled by two fo formi-
dable adverfaries. I muft even
confefs, that, without the affiftance
of my.dogs we thould not have
been able to combat, but with great
hazard and danger, the one that
remained. :

The bloody traces which he left
wherever he went, annouaced that
he had received more than one
wound ; but, reduced. to defpair,
he oenly -defended himfelf with
greater obftinacy.

After a fruitlefs attack, which
continued for fome time, he began
t6 retreat, and feemed as if defi-
rous of gaining fome bufhes, appa-
rently with a view of finding fhel-
ter, and to prevent his being haf-
raffed but in front. I gueffed his
ftratagem ;'and, in order to difap-
point him, I rufhed towards the
bufhes, and made a fign to the two
hunters who were neareft me, to
advance thitheralfo. He was thirtz
‘paces frpm us when we took pofles-
fion of the poft, accordingly we all
at the fame time prefented our
pieces, and d'fcharged our " three
thots : he inftantly fell, ahd was
never after able torife.

FEAST OF WIT;
: OR,’
SPORTSMANS HALL,

EXTRAORDINARY GAZETTE.

THE following difpatch was
received by a Gentleman in
aeemeew=, from a friend in the coun-
try, who is in the habit of break-
fafling svice a week with a.Geae-
ral Officer.

Head Quarters, Cop, Dec. 13.
6 sIR, .

- ¢ I have the honour to acquaint

you, that this morning at half paft

, o eight,
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