THE NATAL G
GAME
RESERVES

FTER many decades during which the larger and finer forms
of wild life of the world had been losing ground rapidly —
the speed of their disappearance rising to a climax with the
perfected deadliness of the rifle backed by the development
of motor transport and roads —a strong movement arose

in most parts of the world to conserve at least a fair sample
of such wild life as still remained.
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The need for such a movement was especially pressing in
Africa, since Africa possessed by far the grandest assemblage of
wild mammals that had survived into the modern world, and they
were being exterminated at an unprecedented rate. Most of the
countries of Africa have joined in the movement, mainly by way
of setting aside tracts of country as game reserves. It is a gratifying
fact that South Africa took the lead in this direction, and that in
the Kruger National Park she has what is recognised as the finest
game reserve in the world.

It is all the more regrettable, therefore, that South Africa
should also be going back on some of the measures a'ready taken.
Smaller reserves were set up in different Provinces of the
Union, several of them in Natal, and of recent years the game
animals in two oul of the three main game reserves of Natal have
been systematically exterminated by the Government withoul
sufficient scientific evidence to justify so drastic a policy.

The decision 1o carry out this extermiration of game has
aroused ficrce controversy, and for the understanding of the issue,
some idea of the reserves is necessary.

Home for White Rhino Natal has several small game
reserves  administered by the

Province (being game rescrves and not national parks, which are
Government controlled) as well as bird sanctuaries, but here we
are concerned with the three reserves which are the most important,
not only because of the species contained in them but also because
of the fact that they harbour tsetse fly. They are the Umfolosi,
Hluhluwe, and Mkuzi Reserves and all are in Zululand. Of these the
Hluhluwe Reserve is being maintained and the other two abolished.
It has been laid down, however, that the rare white rhinoceros will
not be shot, and attempts will be made, through the addition of
the corridor to the Hluhluwe Reserve, to make this a suitable home
for this animal. There is another reserve, the Ndumu, but this has

24 African Wild Life

pol

f 4y ;Vvl il
efala T

Blacl rhinoeeros i e Hluhlwwe Game Reseree.
SAR & L

little game left in it, and although it has fly it is not significant in
the present controversy.

The Umfolosi Reserve (approximately 72,000 acres or |12
square miles) is important in that it is the natural habitat ofvfhe
remaining few southern white, or square-lipped rhinoceros ((*rra-
totherium simum. simum). There are perhaps 100 to 200 specimens
alive, and if it is to be preserved as a species, it appears that the
Umfo'osi should be retained even if other game is exterminated.
25
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For the while rhino breed here, and if forced out of this area
it is possible that it will not be able to breed elsewhere. At one
time other species of large game — buffalo, wildebecsie, zebra,
kudu, and so on— were numerous, but as a resu't of :everal
campaigns of game extermination in the past there is extremely
little game left in the Umfolosi Reserve to-day. The reserve is
subject lo periodic droughts, which in former years, when it was
still well stocked, used to lead lo a certain amounl of wandering
of game into the surrounding settlement areas.

The Hluhluwe Reserve (approximately
35,000 acres or 54 squarc miles)
was, as in the case of Umfolosi, proclaimed in 1897. I+ is the
only one of the three that has not been de-proclaimed and is not
now in process of being shot out. According to the findings of
the Game Reserves Commission of 1935, (I} the Hluh'uwe Reserve
fills all the requirements of an ideal game reserve for Zululand, in
that, it is capable of supporting all the various species of Zululand
fauna (this is to be criticised in the light of what has been said in
the previous paragraph about the White Rhino): (2) it lends itself
to adequate control in order to ensure that the animals do not
wander outside the ares; (3) it is attractive to visitors from a
«cenic point of view: (4) it contains adequale grazing and water
{acilities at all seasons. Furlher it is very comfortably cquipped with
rest houses, casily reached by car in about five hours from Durban,
and can be safely visited, from lhe health point of view, al any
time of the year.

Ideal Game Reserve

The black rhino (Diceros bicornis hicornis) is the chief attrac-
tion, being well established and to be seen at any time: buffalo are
common, and there are some rather rare and beautiful nyala
antelope besides the commaner specics of game. There is a very
imited and inconstant number of white rhino which scem te wander
between This and the Umfolosi area Through the portion of counlry
known as the " corridor.”

The Mkuzi Reserve lapproxiriaie’
Once Best Stocked 62,000 acres or 95 squa‘répmiles) wat
proclaimed in 1912, and is to-day —or was until the present
official slaughter had begun to moke headway — without doubt
the best stocked of the Natal reserves. It consists of fine
park-like country which carried large herds of impala and wilde-
beeste and a very few black rhino; and it is the real home of the
nyala, which is found in considerable numbers. Other species, too,
are {or were) common. It is a reserve of definite importance in the
preservation of the nyala as a species in Natal,

Therc is litt'e doubt that the Hluhluwe is not at present carry
ing anything like the numbers of game it is capable of supporting.
This is borne out by large-scale burning which the game warden has
to put into effect each year. In 1939 a single five-stranded six-foot
high wire fence was commenced, and to-day the reserve is almost
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