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You don't have to travel to Africa, India or
indonesia to study rhinos: Ohio is a center for breeding
and conservation of these endangered animals.

BY MARY KAY CARSON | PHOTOS BY TOM UHLMAN
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ROMPING WITH THE RHINOS
Clockwise from top: Dr. Terri Roth with
Sumatran rhinos Emi and baby Andalas
2h e Cincinnali Zoo. A whitte rhing strolls
at the Wilds near Zanesviliz. The
Cincinnati Zoo holds the record for the
most black rhino births.

the Wilds that is trying to improve our
husbandry and management of rhinos in
captivity,” says the IRF’s Foose.

How do you take a blood sample from
a two-ton-plus rhinoceros? The animal
first has to walk into a chute, a close-fit-
ting enclosure that limits its movement
and helps the veterinarian take aim. The
rhino chute designed and used at the
Wilds, which is also used at other
research centers, is 2 high-tech affair that
slowly closes in on the animal from all
sides. Developing advanced animal-han-
dling equipment and methods that allow
for more research with less stress to the
animals is a major focus at the southeast-
ern Ohio facility.

Rhino research is a lot easier if the
animals cooperate. “If they don’t walk
into the chute one day, then we don’t do
whatever it was that we were going to
do,” says Cincinnati Zoo’s Terri Roth. She
finds working with rhinos especially
rewarding because they generally don’t
fear humans and can be conditioned to
tolerate many medical procedures with-
out anesthesia, “Because they like food or
like to be rubbed,” explains Roth, the rhi-
nos will walk into a chute and “let you do
ultrasound exams or collect blood with-
out any sedation or drugs.” Roth says it’s
a special treat for animal lovers like her-
self to work with animals that are awake
and aware.

The four young Indian rhinos at the
Wilds also participate in a different kind
of reproductive research study. “The
Indian rhino is another rhino that has
been somewhat difficult for zoos to
breed,” says Roth. The problem is again
sparring during courtship, but it can be
especially dangerous in Indian rhinos.
The large single-horned rhinos chase
each other and sometimes the male will

8t his horn under the female and flip

her. savs Roth. "It can get pretty serious:
they're powerful animals.”

Having lots of open space can allevi
ate the aggression problem. but that’s not
an option at most zoos, v hich have lim-
ited open areas. Thats why the Wilds is
working with CREW to develop artificial
insemination techniques for the
Cincinnati Zoo's Indian rhinos. 1If suc-
cessful methods can be developed, even
otherwise non brecding animals can still
contribute to their species’ survival.

“"Here at CREW. wee set up as a
gamete [eggs and sperm) rescue for rhi-
nos. explains Roth. CREW's so-called
Frozen Zoo even includes sperm collected
from a childless black rhino after he died
suddenly. "We can keep their genes in the
population.” says Roth. Not to mention
that shuttling gametes or embryos
between zoos is a much easier way to pre-
vent inbreeding than shipping rhinos.

Saving a Species

hinos are “some of the most

endangered animals on Earth,”

says Cleveland Metroparks Zoo’s
Steve Taylor. The Wilds' Blumer agrees:
“‘Zhlz ;ituation for rhinos around the
VOT | ”

1§ pretty tenuous.” The population

of black rhinos fell from 65,000 to 2,300
between 1970 and 1992, and Sumatran
numbers fell 50 percent from 1985 to
1995. “The captive [breeding] program
really serves as a genetic and demograph-
ic savings account,” Blumer notes.

The hope is that someday some of the

:’a;]p(;i:;-jbom a.nimals will go back to the
iy any of the black g 0 Ay
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areas,” says Columbus Zoo’s Peachey. “A
sanctuary could serve as a halfway
house for moving an animal from cap-
tivity to the wild.” But first their native
countries need to be safe from poach-
ing. That’s why Ohio zoos and the Wilds
also support rhino reserves in other
countries.

“You go through all the trouble, the
years of effort, to try and breed these ani-
mals in captivity. By the time you get to
the point that you're putting them back
out, you want to make sure that the
problems that they initially encountered
have been overcome,” says Roth. Andalas,
Clyde, and Azizi would surely agree. ®

A Field Guide to Rhinos

Black Rhino (Diceros bicomis)
Range: Tropical Africa
Height at shoulder: 4.5-5.5 feet
Weight: 1,750-3,000 pounds
How many are left?: 2,700 in the wild
and 240 in caplivity

Black rhinos are the smaller, more
agile of the African rhinos. They are

White Rhino (Ceratotherium simum)
Range: Southem and Central Africa
Height at shoulder: 5-6 feet
Weight: 4,000-6,000 pounds
How many are left?: 10,400 in the wild
and 740 in caplivity

White rhinos are the larger African breed
and graze the open savannahs. Their wide

indian Rhino (Rhinoceros unicornis)
Range: Northern India
and southern Nepal
Height at shoulder: 5.75-6.5 feet
Weight: 4,000-6,000 pounds
How many are left?: 2,400 in the wild
and 140 in caplivily

Indian rhinos are also called Asian

Sumatran Rhino (Dicerorhinus sumatrensis)
Range: Malaysia and Indonesia
Height at shoulder: 3-5 feet
Weight: 1,300-1,700 pounds
How many are left?: 300 in the wild and
15 in captivity

These small Asian rhinos have a red-

Javan Rhino {Rhinoceros sondaicus)
Range: Java and Vietnam
Height at shoulder: 5-5.5 feet
Weight: 2,000-3,000 pounds
How many are left?: 60 in the wild
and none in captivity

This armor-plated, single-homed, hair-

Getting There

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
3400 Vine St.

Cincinnati, OH

513/281-4700

WWW.CINcyzoo.org

Summer hours: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. daily

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
3900 Wildlife Way

Cleveland, OH
216/661-6500
www.clemetzoo.com

Open daily: 10 am.-5 p.m.

browsers, eating stems, leaves, and twigs
after grasping them with hooking prehen-
sile upper lips that are perfect for the
task. Black rhinos live in bushiands,
grasslands and savannahs and are usu-
ally solitary animals. Though not black,
their bare hides are often dark from the
soil they roll in. They have two horns.

bottom lip hugs the ground like a fawn-
mower. Their name comes from the
Afrikaans word for wide (weif) and doesn't
refer to the animal's color. White rhinos are
semi-social animals. The females and
young rhinos live together in small groups,
while bulls usually live alone. They have two
horns and the front one is often very long.

greater one-horned rhinos. They both
graze and browse, eating grasses as
well as leaves, twigs, and fruit with the
help of a semi-prehensile upper lip.
Indian rhinos' hides are armor-like and
covered in knobs. They live in small
groups in swampy areas and grassy
riverine plains and are good swimmers.

dish-brown coat and two horns. They
feed on iruit, leaves, twigs and bark in
therr tropical rainforest home. They are
solitary animals, except for females with
calves. Sumatran rhinos like to wallow in
mud and seek out natural salt licks.

less rhino once lived in the lowland tropical
rainforests of Southeast Asia. Today the
Javan rhino is the rarest of the species.
with only 60 remaining in a park in Java
and a reserve in Vietnam. Also called the
Asian lesser one-homed rhino, Javan rhi-
nos eat mostly leaves, twigs and branches.

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
9930 Riverside Dr.

Powell, OH

614/ 645-3550

WWW.C0ISz00.0rg

Summer hours: 9 a.m.—6 p.m. daily,
Wednesday till 8 p.m.

suizeBeuwio|yo * ooz aunp

the Wiids

14000 International Rd.
Cumberland, OH
740/638-5030
www.thewilds.org

Summer hours: 10 am.—4 p.m.
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