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AN ADVENTURE WITH A RHINOCEROS,

One day 8ir John had & serious encontre with an old
rhinocercs, which cost him “‘ rather dear.”” For some time
the animal had been prowling about the flanks of the
caraven, By tho blackpess of his skin Mokoum had re.
cognised the °*chucuroo” (such aa the native lor this
snimpl) a8 s dapgerous beast, and one which, more agile
| than the white species, often aftacks man and beast without

8 rovocation.
ngnpthis day, Sir John and Mokoum had set off to rocons

noitre a hill six miles away, on which the colonel wished to
establish an indicating post. With a certain foreboding,
Sir Jobn had brought his rifle with conical shot Instasd of
bis ordinarygun ; for although the rhinocaros had not been
seen for two days, yet he did not consider it advisabla to
¢raverse uparmed an unknown coantry. Iokoum and
| bis companions had already ansuoccessfully cihased the
beast, which probably now had abandoned its designs.
There was no yeason to regreb the precaution. The
adventurers had reached the summit of the hill, when
at the base, cloge to a thicket of no large extent, appeared
the chucurco. He was a formidable annimal; his small
eyes sparkled, and his horns, planted firmly one over tha
otheron his bony noee, furnished a most powsarfal waapon
 of attack,
The bushman caught sight of him firsf, 23 he croached
about half a mile distant in a grove of lentisk, )
% Sir Jobn,”” he cried, * fortune favours you; here i8
ovr chuourco! ] o
y ¢ Tha rhinccoros 1" exclaimed Sir John, with kindling
¢yen. for he had never before been so near the antmal.
¢: Yes, 8 megnificent beaat, aad he seems inclined to cut
off our retreat,’” said the buehman, ¢ Why he should
attack vs, I can bardly say; his {ribe 18 not carnivorous;
but any way, there be ig, and we must hunt him out.””
¢ Iq it postible for him to get up hera to us?” askad Siz
John. ]
6 N?, his Iegs are too short and thick, but he will
w ait.)’
¢Well, let him wait,’’ said Sir John, *‘and when we
have exemined this station, we will try and get him out.”
They then proceeded: with their reconnoitring, and
chose & spot on which to erect the indicating-post. They
alago noticed other eminences to the north-west, which
would be of use in constructing a subsequent friangle,
Their work ended, 8ir Johu turned to the bushman,
saying, ‘‘ When you like, Mokoum.,'’
‘ft;[ am at your orders, Sir John; the rhinoceros is still
waiting.
' Well, lot us go down, a ball from my rifla will soon
gettle matters.”
¢ A balll?” cried Mokouom, * you don’t know & rhino-
cerce, He won’t 1all with ona ball, howaver well it may
be aimed.’’
‘““ Nonsense ! >’ began Sir Jobp, ‘‘that is bacause people

don’t use conicsl shot.””
¢¢ Conical or round,’” rejoined the bushman, ¢ the firat

will not bring down such an animal a8 that,”’
¢ 'Well,’? said 8ir John, carried away by his self-confi.
dence, ¢‘ a8 youn have your doubts, I will show you what
our European weapons can do.” )
And he loaded his rifle, {0 be ready to take aim as soon
as he stounld be at a convenient distance.
¢« One moment, Sir Jobn,” said the bushmarn, rather
piqued, *¢ will you bet with me "
¢¢ Certainly,’” asid Sir John. _
| ¢ Xam only a poor man,” confinued Mokoum, ¢ but
I will willingly bet you hall-g-crown against your fst

ball.” ,
““Done !’ replied Bir John instantly. ¢ Half.a-crown

to vou if the rbinoceros doesn’t fall to my ficat shot.”

The hunters descended the steep slope, and wers soon
posted within range of the rhinoceros., The beast was
perfectly motionless, and on that account presenied an
eary aim,

Sir John thought his chavee ro good, that at tha last
moment be turned to Mokoum anrd said,—

“*“ Do vou keep to your bargain 7V

t¢Yas,”’ replied the bushman,

The rhinogeros still being as molionless as a larget, Bir
John could aim wherever he thought the blow would be
mortal. He chose the muzzle, and his pride being roused,
he aimed with the ntmost care, and fired. The ball failed
in reaching the flesh ; it had merely shattered to fragments
the extremity of one of the horns. The animal did nof
appear to oxperience the slightest shock,

i ¢That counts nothing,’™s8aid the bushmarv, ¢‘ you didn’t
touch the flesh,”

Yes, it counts,’” raplied Sir Joln, rather vexed, ¢ I
have lost my wager; but come now, dcuble or quits.””

¢ Ag you please, 8ir John, but you will lose.”’

‘ 'We shall gee,"”’

The rifle was earefully reloaded, and Sir John, taking
rather a random aim, {ired a second time ; but mesting the

i borny skin of the haunch, the basll, notwithstanding its
fgrce, fell to the ground. The rhinoceros movad a few
| steps. -

‘“ A crown to me,”” said Mokoum,

. ‘_‘t "i?,ill you stake if again P’ asked Six John, ¢ double or
quits. _

‘‘ By all means,”” said Mokouam,

This time, Sir John, who had begun fo gst rngry, re.
gained his composure, and aimed at the snimal’s torshead,
The ball rebounded, as if it had struck a metal plate,

‘¢ Halt & soversign,’’ sald the bushman calmly.

** Yesn, and another,’’ cried Sir Johu, axasperated,

The shot penetrated the skin, and the rhincceros mads
8 fremendous bound; but instead of falling, he rushed
furicusly uron the bushes, whick he tore and crushed

t violently. .

¢ ¥ think he still moves,” said the bushman quiatly.

Sir John wss beside himsuelf; khis composure again
desert¢d him, and he risked the sovereign he owed the
bushman cn a fifth ball.

Heo continued to lose again and sgxin, but persisted in
doubling the stake at every shot. At length the animal,

l pierced to the hearf, foll, impotent to rise to its fest.
Sir John uttered a8 loud burrah; he had killed his
{ rhinoceros. He had forgotten his disappointment, but he
did not forget his bets, It waa startling to find that the
i perpetuzlly redounbled stakes had mounted at the ninth
shot to £32, Sir John congratnlated himself on his escape
from such a debt of honour, but in his enthusiasm he pre-
sented Mokoum with several gold pieces, which the
| busbman received with his usual equanimity, — Te
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