LOGIGAL' GARDIENS..-
. | " RHINOCEROS, o M2
Within tho last week a fine young tlilducstgs las

been added to the collection. It has Leoy -obtained

through the kindness of Sir C. Trovelyan, who, whep
aere on offictul business two years sfnce, visited the KAr-
deng, apd was 8o weoll pleassd with their mABAYment
that ho has taken & great interset in theny, add goon
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after bis avrival in Calcutta succesded in obtasning for |

the sccisty, ut a comperatively wery small eosi, the
animal the suhject of the prezont notico. Xt 3 not
Very mapy years eiiice a rhinoceros Brought to Eurcpe

" was told for the enormous;sum of nino-bundred guineas, |

Our readers probabiy all know that tho-2htnoceros fa the

' finest epecimon of the order of anfwnls-do which the
-ntame * pachydermata® is given, from two Grosk worde
Bignifying * thick skin,” and the name of the animal
itself is cqually sipnilicant, “ rhinocoros,” from two

Greelt words signifylng “ nose horn” It would bo

well it all our natural history names wors egnlly sig-
nifioant, The oxder is small i, number. Of the fami-
lia in the order the most romarkable are the elaphant,

the hippopotamus, the rhinoceres, and tha pig. Theso |

four divisions aro well marked, they havo a3l thick
sking, walk on thelr toos, and differ fn the
number of their toos, which may be ea3ily
remembeted thus, - Pip walks on twe {ocs, rhinc
cores on three toes, hippopo'amus on four, and
elepbant on five toes, The weight of the rhinocoros ia
out of all proportion to its magnitude, The young ono
in the gardens weighs &t prosent thres quartors of a
ton, and when full ‘grown will, probably, reach three
fons or more, Insagaclty it ranks next to the elophant,
-vetween whom and it, in their native ‘bounto, a deadly
foud exiats, although they mny be considered blood.
ralatives, but eo it is sometimes with man as with tha
“ pachydermata.” A combat batweon two hordgsof thesa
animals is a fearful alght, oach combatant weighing
thres or four tons, and ths mode of attack a charga,
Tha rhinocercs {3 thae assnilant—whon he charge: with
his fearful horn in front, impalled by sach a weight, it
would seem sutficient to pase through sn ¥ iron latod,"

and it would bring certaln destructicn i the e sphant |

received the charge in front or in the chest: but ghe
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"cha;?z; and suddenly kneelivg on his hiad lags, recolves
ahb Blow obliquely on his hind quarters. The rbinoceros
glances off from tho target, Heis very awkward In
turning, and before ha hag tima to repeat the chargo is
struck or trampied on by the elophant, or they make
their escaps. The visitor may freely handio the rhing-
ceros in the gardens. Ha is perfactly quiat, and his eye,
tbough omall, is remarkably black, brilliant, and in-

tolligent, The weight of the bead of a full |

grown rhinoceros is very great, it is more than
four men can _Jift, At first aight there would
appear {0 be very little resemblunce betwesn the rhino-
cerog, the elepbant, and (he pig, and yot in a vory

important part of their organization, the nose, thers is 8 |

similarity marking them as belongingi to the BaIne
nutural family, In the wiid hog, audin all its varle-
- ties of the common pip, the masked pig (tv boseen at

the gardens) the baberoussa or hog deer, the PACCAry,
&, tho nose is a tactile organ of great genaibiiity and
power, By moans of it the pig is enabled toscent tha
truitle, and it ia by using the pig asa hunting auimal
this muck prizad esculont is geperally obisined. In
Ireland, where the pig was heretofors usually allowed
to roam at large, the cottager found the instinct and
power of the pig'a noee #o injuricus to the putato and
cabbage garden that he cut the sinews of tha nose, or
ringed the animal, which was dons by jagesting in thy
‘most sensitive part of the pig's nose a ring analagous to
a lady's ear-ring, and which gave the animal such pain
in rooting that the pig rooted nolenger, The pig's nose
| elengated to a certain extent is tho upaer anout of the
thivoceros—slongated to a great langth, bacomas the
probaacis of the elephent, If the visitor to the yardena
will hold a pieco of cabbage or o lump of sugar (but
~ lat hiin give no other food, lest he poison tho animal) Co
| the rhinoeeros, ho will observe that the animal projects
- the upper lip, and thut on the contre of tha uppar lip,
- And projecting downwards is s shiort finger which he

doubles down on the morsel, and with which he lays hold

of 1t, If & small bunch of gras bo given to him le

in like manner doubles this Woger reund it. This ex-

tremity of the rhinoceros™s upper lip, or nose, i3, in fact,

the extremity of the probo:cis of the slophant, minus

the long proboscis, ‘The horn of ‘the rhinocerss is, of

all its appendages, the most extraordinary. There is

nothing exactly analogous to it ia-the rest of tho

animal kingdom. It is not similar to the bony tusk of
- the wild boear, or elephant, which grows like a tooth
from the sccket in the jaw, It has no analogy with
the horn of the sheap, or the goat, or the buffalo, which
consists of a covering, or veneer of horp, lsid upon a
core of spongy bone-—mnor with .the horn of tha afag,
whiah is an annual growth of bons, springlag from the
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bone of the skull, and annually cast,  Fhio horn of the

rbinoceros is supported upon, “but not attached to a

“bouy Promincies over the nostiileitis-a growth from |
-the skin alone, which in this animal t3 of enormons |

stvongth and thickness. At fte root the horn fs formed
by myiiads of bristles growing up from the skin, They

grow 80 close together that thay hecomo blended into 8 |

tubstarce tke hora, They grow ia shape, at irst, like

& limpet shell—the outer circle 3 rowgh, the bristles |

lightly connected. Tho aaimal rubis the projecting
growth againgt trces. The outer cirele is rough and
jagged, the inner portion becomes compressed, and con-
tivues growing barder and higher until at Iast the * akin
horn” bag ricen to the height of. three or fiur foet,
pointed conical, and hard, with a base a3 laige as a
- supper plate, A formidable weapon it then i
. Ladies"riding whips, elaslic and setni. transparent, aro

wenufactured out of it, and are among the reminis- |

cences frequently sent home from Southk Africa. In
- confinement, this remarkable appendage, the horn, is
~ geldom, if evor, seen. ‘lhe animal {3 wswally confined.
~ either within a small space or by a fence of strong oalk
. bars, sgainst which ho constantly rubs his nose, and
thus destroys the growing horn, The council of tho
gociely have adopted another forin of fenco for thia chi-
noceros, which, it is hoped, m«y obviate the loss.of the
horn,  The fence round bia inclosure Is to cousiat, not
- of upright onk bars against which he would wear down
hig hosn, but of horizental wire ropes,such as ars used jn
rigging, It is hopod that this may be the means of
preeorving this siugular appeadaga, the rhinoceros hon.
In the inclosure with the rhinoceros will be seon a aupe
tion of tha horn, showing its structure and mode of
growth, which can bo seon with a eluss of law nawar

clephapt ia-too cagacious, ho wheals as the riidoceras




