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boats durft go off to him 3 and, in the
morning after the ftorm, nothing was to
be feen but the bare rock, the light-heufe
being' gone, in which Mr, Winftanley,
and all that were with him, perithed :
And a few days after, a merchant thip,
called the Winchelfea, homeward bound
from Virginia, not knowing the light-
houfe was down, ran foul of the rock,
and was loft with all her lading, and moft
of her men, But there is now another
light-houfe built on the fame rock, by the
corporation of Trinity-Houfe, in pur-
fuance of an a& of parliament paffed in
the fifth of Q. Anne.

As Plymouth lies in the bottom of this
found, in the centre hetweer the two
waters, fo there lies againft it, in the
fame pofition, an ifland, called St. Ni-
colas ; on which is a caftle that com-
mands the entrance into Ham-Quze, and
in fome meafure that into Catwater. On
the fhore, over-againft this ifland, ftands
the citadel of Plymouth, a fmall but re-

gular fortification, infcceflible by fea, but C

not exceeding ftrong by land ; tho' they
fay the works are of a ftone hard as mar-
ble, and would not foon yield to an ene-
my’s batteries ; but that is a way of talk-
ing our modern engineers laugh at, It ig
furrounded with a deep trench, out of
which was dug the ftone that built the
whole citadel, which is about three quar-

ters of a mile in compafs, and has 300 D

great guns on its walls, which ftand
thickeft towards the fea. Several guns
are alfo planted on part of the old fort,
lying almoft level with the water ; all
which gives the greateft fecurity to the
fhips in the harbour,

The town ftands above the citadel, up-
on the fame rock, and lies floping on the
fide of it, towards the eaft ; the inlet of
the fea, called Catwater (which is an har-
bour capable of receiving any number of
thips, and of any fize) wathing the eaftern
fhore of the town, where is a kind of na-
tural mole, or haven, called Sutton-Pool,
with a quay, and all other conveniences
for bringing in veffels to load and unload ;
and indeed the trade carried on here is
net inconfiderable,

The other inlet of the fea is on the
other of the town, and is called Ham-
Ouze, being the mouth of the river Ta-
mar, which parts the two counties of De-
von and Cornwall, Here, the war with
France making it necefiary for the thips

of war to have a retreat nearer hand than G

at Portfmouth, K., William ordered a wet-

dock, with yards, dry-docks, Jaunches,

and conveniences of all kinds, for build-

ing and repairing of fhips, to be made.

Thefe wet and dry-docks are about twe
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miles up the Ham<Ouze ; and, for the
neatnefs and excellency of the work, eXe
ceed all that were eyer built of the kind,
being hewn out of .a mine of flate, and
lined with Portland fione. The dry-dock
is built after the mould of a firft-rate man
of war, and the wet-dock will eontain

A five of the fame bignefs. Thefe were of

courfe followed with the building of ftore-
houfes and warehonfes for the rigging,
faiJs, naval and military ftores, &c. for
fuch fhips as may be appointed to be laid
up there, with very handlome houfes for
the commiffioner, clerks and officers of
all kinds ufed in the king’s yards, to dwell
in, Itis, in fhort, now become as com-
pleat an‘arfenal, or yard, for building and
fitting out men of war, as any the go=
vernment are pofiefled of, and perhaps
much more convenient ,than fome of
them, tho’ not fo large ; and this has oc-
cafioned a proportional increafe of bujld=
ing to the town,

Plymouth, during the civil war, ad-
hered to the parliament, and, by an ob-
ftinate refiftance, did more harm to the
royal caufe than any other town of the
weft ; the king’s army being obliged to °
raife the fiege after lying before it feveral
months, K, Charles I1. well knowing its
importance, built a fort on the brow of
the hill, called the Haw, which at once
commands the town, and is a defence to
the harbour, Here are two fine churches,
and two or three meeting-houfes for Dife
fenters, and French refugees ; as alfo a

free-fchool, and an hofpital for blue-coat
bO)’So ) ;

To cure the Bite of 2 Map Doe.
TA K E fix ounces of rue, clean picka
ed, and bruifed in a mortar ; four
ounces of mithridate, or Venice treacle 3
four fpoonfuls of tin, or of the beft oid
pewter, fcraped, rafped or filed. Boil
them in two quarts of ale one hour, in a
clofe pan covered, over a gentle fire :
Then ftrain it off from the dregs, and
give of the decoétion, three mornings fuc-
ceflively, fafting, to a man eight or nine
fpoonfuls warm ; to a beaft giée it cold ;
three or four fpoonfuls to a dog, hog, or
theep,
N. B. This decoftion muft be taken

within nine days after the bite,
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- RQuicquid Greecia mendax
Audet in bifiorid, Jun,
S the French have lately introduced
an entire new method of writing
hiftory, and as it is to be prefumed we
fhall be as ready to ape them in thjs, as
E -
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in all other fathions, I fhall lay before
the publick a loofe fketch of fuchrules as
1 ‘have been able haftily to throw toge«
ther for prefent ufe, till fome great and
diftinguithed critick may have leifure to
collett his ideas, and publith a more
complete and regular {yflem of the mo-
dern art of writing hiftory, s
" For the fake of brevity, I fhall enter
at once upon my fubjed, and addrefs my
infiruion to the future hiftorian.

Remember to prefix a long preface to
your hiltory, in which you will have a
right to fay whatever comes into your
head : For all that relates to your hiftory
may with propriety be admitted, and all
that is foreign tothe purpofe may claim a
place in it, becaufe it is a preface, It
will be fufficient therefore, if 1 give you
only a hint upon the occafion, which if
you manage with dexteiity, or rather au-
dacity, will ftand you in great fiead.

Be fure you feize every opportunity of
introducing the moft extravagant com-

mendations of Tacitus ; but be careful C

how you enter too minutely into any par-
ticulars you may have heard of that wri-
ter, for fear of difcovering that you have
only heard of them. The fafelt way will
be to keep to the old cuftom of abufing
all other hiftorians,- and vilifying them in
comparifon of him. But in the execu-
tion of this, let me entreat you to do a
little vielence to your modefty, by avcid-
Ing every infinuation that may fet him an
Inch above yourfelf,

Before you enter upon your work, it
will be neceffary to diveft yourfelf en-
tirely of all regard for truth. Té con-
quer this prejudice may, perhaps, coft
you fome pains ; but till you have effec-
tually overcome it, you wili find innu-
merable difficulties centinuahy obtruding
themfelves to thwart your defign of wri-
ting an entertaining hiflory in the mo-
dern tafte,

The next thing is to find out fome
fhrewd reafon for reje@ing all fuch au-
thentick papers as are come to light fince
the period you are writing of was laft
confidered : For if you. cannot cleverly
keep clear of them, you will be obliged
to make ufe of them, and then your per-
formance may be called dull and dry ;
which is a cenfure you ought as carefully
to avoid, as to contend for that famous
compliment which was paid the author
of the Hiflory of Charles XII. by his
moft illuftrious patron, who is himfelf an
hiftorian, Plus beau que la verité,

I am aware of the maxim of Polybius,
““ That hiftory void of truth, is an empry
thadow.”™ But the motro of this paper
By ferve te conviét thit dogmatift ef

Modern ART of writing H1S TO RY.
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fingularity, by fhewing; that his owm
countrymen difavowed his pretended axi«
om even to-a proverb, Tho’ we may al+-
low truth to the firft-hiftorian of any pars
ticular mra, the nature of things requires,
that truth muft gradually recede in pro-
portion to the frequency of treating -the

A fame period ; or elfe the laft hand would

be abfolutely precluded from every ad-
vantage of novelty, It is fit therefore,
that we modernize the maxim of Poly~
bius, by fubflituting the word <wit in the
E\a’ce of truth ; but as all writers are not

lefled with a ready flore of wit, it may
be neceffary to lay down fome other rules
for the compiling of hiftory, in which it
is expedient, that we avail ourfelves of
all the artifices which either have been, or
may be made ufe of to furprife, charm,
fadden, or confound the mind of the
reader.

In treating :of times that have been of=
ten written upon, there can be no fuch
thing as abfolute novelty ; therefore the
only method to be taken in fuch cafes, is
to give every occurrence a new turn. You
may take the fide of Philip of Macedon
againft Demofthenes and the obftinate re=
publicans ; and you will have many in-
ftances to thew how wantonly whole feas
of blood have been fhed for the fake of
theie two infatuating founds, Jiberty and
religion, It was a lucky hit of an Englifly
biographer, that of writing the vindicati-
on and panegyric of Richard Il and §¥
would advife you to attempt fomething
of the like pature. For inftanae : You
may undertake to thew the unreafonable
nefs of our high opinion of Q. Elizabeth,
and our falfe notions of the happinefs of
her government. For as to lives and chas

E ra&ters, you havt one principal rule to

obferve ; and that is, to elevate ‘the bad,
and depreciate the good. Butin writing
the characters of others, always keep
your own (if you have any value for it) in
view ; and never allow to any great pers
fonage a virtue which you either feel the
want of,, or a netorious difregard for. You
may queflion the moral chara@er of So-
crates, the chaftity of Cyrus, the cona
flancy of the martyrs, the piety and fin~
cerity of the refermers, the bravery of
Cromwell, and the military talents of K.
William : And you need never fear the
finding authorities to fupport you in any
detradtion among the writers of anec-
dotes, fince Dion Caffius, a grave hiftoris
an, has confidently afferted that Cicero
prottituted his wife, trained up his fon in
drunkennefs, committed inceft with his
daughter, and lived in adultery with Cea
rellia. / '
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i come next to ornaments ; under
avhich head 1 confider fenténces, prodi-
_gies, digreflions and defcriptions. On
the two firft I fhall not detain you, as it
-Wwill be fufficient to recommend a fre¢ ufe

of them, and to be new if you can. Of

digreflions you may make the greateft ufe,
by- calling them to your aid whenever you
are at a fauit. If you want to fwell your
hiftory to a folio, and have only matter
“for an oftavo (fuppofe, for example, it
- were the ftory of Alexander) you may en-
ter into an enquiry of what that adven-
turer would have done if he had not been
poifoned : Whether. his conquefts, or
Kouli Khan's were:the moft extraordi-
nary : What would have been the confe-
quénce of his marching weftward ; and

whether he would have beat the duke of
You may alfo introduce
in this place a differtation upon fire-arms,

Marlborough.

or the art of fortification. In defcrip-

tions you muft not be fparing, but out-go

every thing that has been attempted be-

fore you. Let your battles be the moft ( conjuring,

bloody, your fleges the moft obftinate,

your caftles the moft impregnable, your

commanders the moft confummate, and
,their foldiers the moft intrepid. In de-
fcribing a fea-fight, let the enemy’s fleet
be the moft numerous, and their fhips
the largeft that ever were known. Do
not fcruple to burn a thoufand thips, and
turn their crews half fcorched into the
“fea ; there let them furvive -awlile by
fwimming, that you may have an oppor-
- tunity of jamming them between their
owa and the enemy’s veffels : And when
you have gone thro’ the dreadful diftrefles
of the a&ion, conclude by blowing up
the admiral’s own fhip, and (cattering of-
ficers of the greateft birth and bravery in
the air. In the facking of a town, mur-
der al! the old men and young children in
the cruelleft manner, and in the moft fa-
cred retreats.  Devile fome ingenious in-
fults on the modefty of matrons. Ravith
a great number of virgins, and fee that
they are all in the height of beauty and
purity of innocence. When you have
fired all the houfes, and cut the throats of
ten times the number of inhabitants they
contaired, excrcile all manner of barba-
. rity on the dead bodies. And that you
may extend the {cene of mifery, let fome
efcape, but all naked ; tear their unco-
vered limbs 5 cut their feet for want of
fhoes ; harden the hearts of the peafants
azainft them, and arm the elements with
unufual rigour for their perfecution :
Drench them with rain, benumb them
with froft, and terrify them with thunder
‘and lightning,
If in writing voyages and travels, you
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have occafion to fend mefiengers thro® an
uninhabited country, do not be over-
tender or fcrupulous how to treat them,
You may flep them at rivers, and drown
all their fervants and horfes : Infe them
‘with fleas lice and mufquitos ; and when
theyhave been eaten fufficiently with thefe
vermin, you may ftarve them to a de-
fire of eating one another ; and if yqu
think it will be an ornament to your
hiftcry, e’en caft the lcts and fet them
to dinner. But if you do this, you muit
take care that the favage chief to whom
they are fent, does not treat them with
man’s flefh ; becaufe it will be no nove)-
ty : 1 would rather advifé you to alter the
bill of fare to an elephant, a rhinocervs,
or an allegator. The King and his court
will of courfe be drinking out of human
fkulls 5 but what fort of liquor you can
fill them with, to furprife an Curopean,
I' muft own I cannot conceive, In treat-
ing of the Indian manners and cuftoms,
you may make a long chapter of their
their idolatrous ceremonies,
and fuperflitions ; which wiil give you
a fair opportunity cf faying. fomething
fmart on the religion of your ewn coun-
try. ‘On their marriages you cannot dwell
too long ; for itis a pleafing fubjed, -and
always in thofe countiies, leads to poly-
gamy, which will afford occafion for re-
ficCtions moral and entertaining. When
your meflengers have their audiemce of
the king, you may as we!l drop the buti=
nefs they went upcn, and take notice only
of his civilities and poli‘enefs in offeiing
to them the choice of all the beautics of
bis court; by which you will make them
amends for all the difficulties you have
led them into.

I cannot promife you much fuccefs in
the fpeeches of your favages, unlefs it

. were poffible to hit upon fome boider

figures and metaphors than thofe which
have been fo frequently ufed. In the
fpeeches of a civilized people, infert
whatever may ferve to difplay your own
lesrning, judgment or wit ; and let po
man’s low extradion be a refiraint on the
advantages of your education, If in an
harangue of Wat Tyler a quotation from
the claflicks fhould come in pat, orip a
foeech of Muley Moluch a fentence from
Mr., Locke, let no confideration deprive

your hiftory of fuch ornaments. !
To conclude, 1 would advife you in gr=
neral not to be fparing of your fpeectes,
either in number or length : and if you
aliv take care to add a preper quantity of
refleftions, your work will be gredily
boueht up by all members of oratories,
reafoning fucictics, and other tallative

afiemblies of this eloqueut imetropolis.
Ea T EM.



