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REPORTED GAME DESTRUCTION IN ZULULAND

(To the Editor, East African Standard)

Sir,—Since you published my letter on Kenya’s Game on
. 18th April there has been quite a lively interchange of opinion
in your columns—and I am glad to see that the bulk of your
correspondents are in favour of moderation, and generally
speaking, are for game protection as far as economically possible.
Even if you have closed your columns for the time being to
this subject, I wonder if you could find room for this shocking
story of misapplied energy-—as it contains a valuable warning
for Kenya. A friend, at present in Zululand, sent me some Natal
newspaper cuttings. One states “ Game is a thing of the past,
it has all been destroyed inside and outside the Umfolozi
reserve, and this includes all small buck *>. This statement is
made by a leading Zululand farmer, who declares that as a
result of the slaughter of game the tsetse fly is living and
breeding in the settlement ; 90 per cent of his herd of well-bred
_cattle are now infected with nagana. North of the Nselini the
settlement is ruined. A few years ago he could have sold his
farm at a good price ; to-day he cannot give it away. In previous
years when game was driven out of the settlement, the tsetse
fly went with the game to its old haunts ; the result being that
for three or four years cattle were free from nagana and thrived.
The following from the Daily Forum: “1 have on many
occasions seen flies in places where there has certainly been no
game for miles; there is no doubt whatever that the fly will
use cattle as hosts if there is no game about.” And this from the
Natal Mercury of 21.5.45 : “ More than a year has passed since
the Minister of Agriculture announced in Parliament that
. 14,000 head of game had already been destroyed in the Umfolozi
area ; that was before the campaign had got into its stride.”
The article goes on to say that reports from Zululand suggest
that far from checking nagana the destruction of game has
actually spread the tsetse fly through the farming settlement,
and that the authorities were warned against the slaughter ;
but instead of accepting considered advice, listened to the
clamour of a handful of Zululand farmers, Natal has not only
lost its game, an asset of real value, but will suffer an intensifica-
tion of nagana in the settlements.”

What a story—it is staggering to think that any body of
normal human beings can sit at a council table and sanction the
sadistic and foul slaughter of 14,000 innocent and beautiful
animals, with perhaps another 14,000 to follow—and this
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idiotic course appears to have been followed against expert
and well-informed advice—and now things are far worse than
before, whole districts are ruined, and Natal has lost a priceless
and quite irreplaceable asset.

In conclusion, I will quote from the pamphlet published by
The Society for the Preservation of the Fauna of the Empire,
of which the patron is H.M. the King. “ Many species of animal,
all of them interesting, many of them of surpassing grace and
beauty, have already been exterminated, or are on the verge
of extinction through no other cause than the savagery, the
thoughtless folly, or the greed of mankind.”

Yours, etc.,
R. F. CArNEGIE.

Ngosirt,
18th June, 1945.

NATURE RESERVATIONS IN THE U.S.SR.
By NiNna RYASENTSEVA

At the present time over 27 million acres in the U.S.S.R.
are occupied by State Reservations for the protection of National
Monuments and wild life. These include forty-seven large
reservations and numerous small ones.

Vasili Makarov, assistant manager of the State Commission
on Reservations, gives the following summary account of them :

“The role of State reservations in the. Soviet Union is
extremely great and varied. They exist to preserve the natural
landscape most typical of a given geographical region in its
virgin state. They protect the life of the most valuable specimens
of our industrial fauna and certain species of flora that are
extremely interesting from a scientific and economic point of
view.

* Scientists and thousands of students are engaged in these
reservations throughout the year in the study of nature.

*“ Some forest reservations situated in the steppe areas or
on the fringe of semi-deserts serve as natural protection against
sands and dry hot winds. Those in mountainous regions protect
the slopes of the mountains from slides caused by rainfall and
melting snow, and play an important role in protecting the soil
in the fields and gardens lying at the foot of the mountains.

 In the vicinity of many reservations noted for their extra-
ordinary natural beauty workers’ rest homes and sanatoria
have been built by the Government.



