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Sudy on the Prototype of Kylin and the Moving

to South of Rhinoceros in Ancient Chinese History
Wang Hui

(College of Historical and Civilization, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi' an 710062)

Abgract : According to the looking of the kylin, | condder its prototype was the rhinoceros uni-
cornis. The rhinoceros unicornis moved to south continuoudy because the climate and environment
changed. That was why the rhinoceros unicornis was rarein the area of Yellow River. If the rhinoce
roswas seenin the areaof Yellow River, it wasconsidered that it camefor Saint King. Inthis sense,
the rhinoceros was deified. The Indian rhinoceros which was called kylin kept on moving to south. It
livedin the Yellow River valley in Shang Dynasty. From Spring and Autumn Period to Qin and Han
Dynasty it could be seen in the Jianghan basn. Now it only can be found in northeast of India and
Npali.

key word: Kylin;rhinoceros unicornis;four Spirit beasts;the change of climate and environment



