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Rhinoceros Horn Carving Collector
Mr. Thomas Fok
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Mr. Thomas Fok, with ancestral home in
Guangzhou province, is born in Hong
Kong. His family business is based on
Chinese medicinal materials, so he knew
rhinoceros horn as a precious medicinal
material when he was a child. Later on,
he went to America for study and found
Chinese artworks in some auction houses

in New York. He firstly collected jade crafts,
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and then turned to rhinoceros horn
carvings. Attracted by the precious
material, refined handcraft and rare
existence of rhino-horn carvings, Mr.
Thomas Fok began to collect and study
them, and he kept working on that for

more than thirty year.

Mr. Thomas Fok's 90% of the rhino-horn
carvings were collected from worldwide
auction houses including the ones in
Europe and America. He would go
anywhere to bid for the one he was
interested in. He put great efforts in
selecting rhino-horn carvings, trying to
pick up the one with both good material
and good handcraft. It usually takes him
two or three years to find a satisfactory
one. His rhino-horn carving collection can
be divided into several periods, during
which he had unforgettable experiences

and unexpected rewards. Also, he is
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enthusiastic about contacting worldwide
rhino-horn carving collectors and
museums. He keeps furthering his study
through collecting. In 1999, encouraged
by the other collectors, Mr. Thomas Fok put
his years study into a book and published
Appreciation of Rhinoceros Horn Carving.
It was the first reference book regarding
appreciating and collecting rhino-horn
carvings. It provided with precious

relevant experience and knowledge.

Although Mr. Thomas Fok had great love
for his rhino-horn carving collections, he
generously offered over 30 pieces for
bidding in 2008 spring auction. Allincome
would be used in his Song Zhu Tang
Foundation for promoting charity. Still, he
will keep collecting rhino-horn carvings
because to him dealing with art is a

lifetime business. all]
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