Petra has a go at making ‘
Nasi Goreng at Camp 50

Sumatran rhino numbers
revised downwards

Sumatran rhino numbers are going down. A year ago, numbers were estimated at 275-300. However, there
are severe doubts over the survival of Sumatran rhines in Peninsula Malaysia, and it seems more likely that
there are only around 200 ieft, in Sumatra and in Sabah (Malaysia). Aithough poaching has iraditionally
besn the biggest threat facing them (their smalier horns are considered more potent in Traditional Chinese
Medicine and thus demand higher prices), today the problems come from human population increase and
the associated increased need for natural resources. This is reducing the amount of rhino habitat left and,
even more worryingly, fragmenting it into non-viable "islands" of forest.

Petra Fieischer L aing Foundation, Silver Jungle and the EAZA Rnino Campaign, we have stepped up our
Fundraising Manager support. \e have buil: a sirong parinership with the international Rnino Foundation (IRF)
ang an Indenesian NGO, Yayasan Badak indonesia (YABI}, which run the Rhino Protection
m ave the Rhino has historically Unit (RPU) programme in Sumatra end Java, and our Director and two of our Trustees



| was egually ‘mpressad with how ‘he
project uses sophisticated science-pasad
approaches to rhino monitoring; the Gis
mapping and Glock-count results are
sarticularty heipful for igentifying kev
shinc areas and hotspots for ‘llezal

programme is so successful: the RPUs

are incredibly motivated, despite the

harsh terrain that they work in and the
atmosphere in camp is excelient. :No doubt
heiped by the fantastic cooking, ses
recipe!’ Amongst serious rhino :zlx. we
had pienty of giggles. These guys love what
they do, the jobs are far oversubscribed,
and there is g genuine interes: in the future 3ukit Barisan Selation National Par«s:
¢f the rhinos, even though oniy abaut halt their ser ang age disiribution. breeaing
of :re staff have actually encounteres a serfgrmance and heaith.

rhino in the wild. s We quickly workea out
that our chances of finding one were
virtually zero.)

3etiabies, et we still don't know encugn
about the composition of the rhino
poopulations inhabiting Way Kambas and

The RPUs are keen o7 the idea of eco:
tourism. that might generaie income for
the pragramme, ¢S well as raise awvareness
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rearing and mother-cali separation

+ The need to establish sustainable long-
tarm ‘unding streams. so thai the
programme will Ce less donor g25engent

David Back. an architect, was as imoressed
as | was with the hard work of the RPUs,
and the wisit gave him a clear “shopping
st of things to support with the funds
-zised for his horny 2 SC avents. [f all

goes to pi&n, Davia's ‘undraising efiorts
Wil enable:

+ The purchase of 2 "ew speed boat for
the RPLs in Wzyv Kambas. Al the mom™ant
the tezm i3 using 2 noisy 3nd very siow
boat whilss trying 1o ratzh wildlife
criminals, 'whose speedy motarboats
make the task scomewhat impossible
<0 camera traps to -ollect data about
the rming populat.ons, ang YAB! will
recrult 3 specialisi tc analyse tha
findings. iPernaps :his time ne:t year
we'll be able to pubiish some of the
images Zaught..

Alour=sm faas:ihity study, to ses of

‘he notential to

>t the RPIJ programme



