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Fighting to Save Borneo's Vital Last Remaining 
Surnatran Rhinoceros with the Support of 

Palm Oil Plantations 

THAYAPAKAN. S 
SOS Klrirro Bor-rlco, l~rs~irrrtc. for- Trtq)ic.crl Biolo,yj* 1r11t1 Cor~srnvrrio~~. U~~i~ -cr - \ i /y  r l l r r l r~~~itr  Strhrrlr. 

Loc.kc~tl Brrg 207-5,SXYYY hbfu Kirlrrhrrllr. Sclbtrlr. ~\ltrlcry~itr 

AND 

SlMON SIBURAT 
F.-c-o-r~~trrrtrgc~~~re~~t Uriir. 1'1'8 Oil  Prrllrr \ 1~11rl. Loc.kc~rl Brig 34 . 90009 Srrr~tkrAtur, .Grhtrh. r\l~Irrysitr 

Tabin Wildlife Resesvc (TWR) has been 
clcscribed as  :in "islancl" because i t  is 
sun-oundcd bj. a sea of oil palrn plant:~~ions. 
Tabin IVildliSc Reset-\-e is one of the last 
rcm:iining habit:its for the S u m a m  rhinoceros 
in S:lb;d~. Conscn~ationis~s vic\\l the exp:unsion 
of oil palm pl:olrations in SoutIiea5t Asia :is one 
of the ~w:lrcst threats to the region's forests 
:uid wildlife. P:dm oil prtxiucers are respondin? 
hy c:illing l'or a trucc and proposing thnr 
consen~ationisrs \vork \vith palm oil prc)clucers 
ro protect panicularly important arc:is of 
bic~livenity. 

Bornco. the third biggest isluuid in the worltl, 
(Ghr~zally 6: Luili. 2001 \vns once coveled 
\i.ith dense rainforests. \i.ith s\vanlpy coastal 
areas fringed \\.ith m:lngro\.e forzsts iund a 
n~ountainous inrcrior. Between the per-iocl of 
1980s :ind 1990s Bomco Island undclwcnt :I 

rem:u-kablc evolution. Its Sorests iva'e Ievcllcd 
ar a rnte unp:~rallel in hunian histon.. Borneo's 
~.ninfc)rests {vent to int1ust1-ialised coun~ries in 
[he form ol'gardcn fiu-nirurc. veneers, plywotds 
and othcr building materials. The ~.:ipid 
a~ricultuse cspansion. paniculrrly in oil palm 
cultivation can be a serious threa~. if not 
11i:un:iged. Unfo~-tiinatcIy, rod:iy the ti)rcsrs of 

Borneo ;uc bur a shndon of tho\e of Icgcnd. 
I t  i \  Leiy c:~\y to categori\c plantation\ .~s  

rhc enemy bur alier liiring :uid \iorking \irith 
[lie plantation owner\ and worker\. i r  is 
:tpparcnt that they can hclp conscrtc [he 
csitically end:~ngcrzd Surn,its,in rhinoceros ill  

Tabin W7ldlik Re5en e. Planrations can pro\ itlc 
right sccurity to hlwkothcrch:mnel\ for illegal 
cntrie\ inro the r c<e r \ r .  An imporrant 
cori\er\.,~tio~n initiatik e b~ n plantation :u ound 
Trlhin C\'ilcllit'c Re\erve i \  u n d e r \ s : ~ ~  in 
Sabahrna\ PI:~nr:rtion, L h ~ d  Datu. a suh\idi:u> 
of PPB Oil Pal~n\ Berhad. l {ere. the p1:uitation 
i \  \\orking closcly with SOS Khino (Borneo) 
ro consewe t he clitically end:~rlgered Sunl;itr:m 
rhinocero5. 

'lithin \Vildlifi. Reserve ant1 plantat io~~s 

Tabin Wildlil'c Resenle i \  \ituated wirhin the 
Dent P e n i n \ ~ ~ l a r  and covers an arc:( of 
:ippro\im:lrcly 120 52 1 ha. T\i o-thirds ol' the 
sc\ene i\ surrounded by oil palm plantations. 
l'hc major oil p:dm pl;ultarion\ rue FELDA and 
Borneo S;uiii~dra in the E:i\t. Golden Crop. 
TunLu and Pcrn~ai Plant:iiion\ in the \ourh; 
Sabahmas Pl:untntion in the \vc\t and H:ip Scng 



drit~ocen~t ~virh rhc .\ tcpl>orr r41)ulttt oil p l a t r r c ~ r i o r t . ~  

Consolidated in the north. There are also many 
smaller plantations that share a common 
bountlary with Trthin Wildlife Rcscne. 

SOS Rhino (Borneo)  and Sahahmas 
Plantation 

SOS Rhiio is a US-hnscd non-profit foundation 
that focuses on the conservation of rhinoceros 
uorld\vide. SOS Rhino Borneo is a klalaysian- 
registered NGO wosking closely with SOS 
Rhino in the conservation ol' the rare and 
critically endangered Suniatran rhinoceros in 
the Tribin Wildlife Reselve. SOS Rhino Borneo 
plays a major role in protection and a\tlareness 
of Sumatran rhinoccros in  Tttbin Wildlife 
Reserve. 

Sabahnias Plantation is a subsidiary of 
PPB Oil Palms Berhad. Thc 10 000 ha 
plantation is located about 40 km from Lahad 
Datu and shares the westelm boundary with 
Tabin Wildlife Reserve. This common boundary 
is about 9 hi long. 

Sabahnias Plantation has been working 
with SOS Rhino since its inception in 2000. 
The Plantation's interest started in establishing 
a conse~vation area ol' ttbout 530 ha adjacent 
to Tabin Wildlife Resenle. This consenration 
area runs diagonally across the plaritation 
linking the estates rip:~rian resenes along h e  
Segarna River to Tabin. This consmation area 
doitbled as a wildlife col-ridor that allows free 
movement of wildlife between these hvo forest 
areas. \lrhen a fauna study was conducted over 
the area, not less than 38 species of fauna were 
recorded based on visual counts. foot prints and 
dung. Among the protected species of 
mammals encountered wcre Elephants, 
Banteng . Onng Utan. Horneon Gibbon and 
Grey leaf monkey. Thc presence of these 
endangered. rare and threatened species has 
led Sabahrnas Plnntation to set up a strong 
secul-ity unit to monitor and patrol its western 

bounday ith Tabin reserk e. They are sej en 
honorary game iiardens trained by Sabah 
Wilcllife Department to monitor thcse ,uea\. 
These h o n o r q  game wardens also maintain 
a strict check on movement into and out of the 
PlantLllion which i \  important tocurb poaching. 
Poachers tend to use the Plantation a\ ;I conduit 
into Tabin. 

When SOS Rhino (Borneo) \vas formed 
in  Aplil2003. Sabahnias Plant~ttion suppol-red 
the construction of its base camp along the 
Seg;una ri\ler. Since then. Sabthmas Plantation 
has Lxen providing a legula~supply of~pe~;lting 
material\ to SOS Rhino (Borneo) Rhino 
Protection Units (RPUs). The most recent of 
thcse is thc sale of a highly subsidked used 
four heel drive to \upport the RPU. In addition 
to this. Sahahma4 Plantarion ha\ offered 
:asi\tance on the mainten~uice of the patrol 
vehicles and the management has agreed to 
provicle ve~iue f o ~  SOS Rhino (13orneo) to 
conduct traininp for their field staff in the near 
f i ~ t u l e .  

How plaritatiori owners can help to 
conserve the critically endangered 
Snmatran rhinoceros in Tabin FYildlife 
reserve? 

\!'hat nre the problenls that S ~ ~ m a t r u n  
rl~inoceros .face? 

The Sumat ran rhinoceros. Dicerorhin rr.s 
.srrt~rtrtr~~tl.sis (see cover pholo and Figlrtz I )  
is cu~rently the most critically endangered of 
all the rhinoceros species i l l  the world. The 
North Eastern region of the island of Borneo 
is the last known location where the subspecies 
of the Rornean subspecies, Dicetnrhi~rr~.~ 
.srrrrrr~treti.si.s hnrri.ssoni, exists. The Tabin 
Wildlife Reserve is one of the hvo areas in 
Tvlalnysia thut harbour populations of the 



Fig~1r.e I Sepilok ccyvi~*c S~olrilr~ml rllirloc.er-0.5 l? SOS Rlliir~ Uonleo 

species. 

Tlie serious reduction in the popul:~tion ot' 

Surnatr:~n rhinos is c;~used by its ri~tliless 
persecution by indigenous hunters. The 
practice is caused by the \videspread belief in 
the medical and mugicnl powers of tllc pnlts 
of these ani~iials. especi:llly the horn. Because 
of the high value of the p:uts of this species, 
the world rhinoceros population ha5 declined 
sig1iific:lntly throu~liout the years. 

So  ith hut's the ans~iper? 

Surveys and research o\.cr the past 35 yearj 
regarding the Sumatran rhinoceros in Sabah 
suggest that the spccics risks i ~ n ~ ~ l i n c n t  
estinction. The rhinoceros issue must be 
addressed ivithin the next few years or 
rhinoceros may no longer exist in hlalaysin. 
Efforts to increase its population l Iirougli 
capti\fc breeding within Malaysia have been 
unsuccessful, while international efforts have 
begun to show results. hlalaysia should t:ke 
advruitoge of these othcr efforts. 

Poaching may still be a thre:u to Sob:lh's 
rhinoceros. but there arc others as \vcll. All 
obse11:ations and logic tell us that a small 
number of scattered, unknown genderecl 
rhinoceros may limit breeding oppol-tuni ty. This 

could be :I signiticant constraint to popirl:~tion 
go\\-th and sunival. Rccommendatio~i~ from 
the Fourth Sumauan Rhinoceros Conservation 
Workshop suggest that the rcrn:lining 
rhinoceros in Tabin Wildlili. Resenre be hroi~ght 
closr: together to incre:~sc the chanccs of 
successfi~l mating. Selected rhinoceros li-om 
throughout Snbah will be c:~ptured :mJ brought 
to a designated area (DA) .  The pu~pose of 
the design:ited area \\rill be to get as many of 
its rhinoceros as possiblc to breed. 

To m:~si~nise chances of fulfilling the 
designatcci area's goal. all sources of t'illiding 
\\.ill he considered. but \;iable sustainable 
financing should be established for a long-ten11 
cornrninnent . 

Malaysia is currently the largest proclucer 
and exponcr of palm oil in the worlcl. Tlie 
country produced 15 million tonnes of crude 
palm oil (CPO) in 3005 comp:ired to 
14 ~iiil l ion tonnes i l l  2004 (http:l/  
\ \ ~ \ v i v . m p o c . o r g . ~ i i y / ~ i i a i n - m k t s t a t -  
export.asp). The total export re\'enuc of oil 
palm products in 2005 \vas Rb128.6 billion. 
Sumatmn rhinoceros conservation clesign 
\\lould recluire collaboration hc t~veen  
consennrion groups ant1 palm oil plant:~tions. 
with 1oc:lI oil palm companies i~sing their 
expertise in runnins their plantations in an 
environmenrally sound manner, continuing to 



monitor entry into their plantations. and 
contributing fund5 to fit~~hcrprotection of' rhino 
I1:tbitat. With \u\~ain:ihle I'l~nding, NGO\ would 
conti~iue to ashist the go\ cmrnent in protecting 
li)re\t\ wing oil palm Ivvcnue conrlibution\ md 
tlic companies \vo~~ld be :~ble t o  enhance their 
corporate image to \atislj, the en\ ironmcntall~ - 

conscious conw men: A ~vin-\vin piutner\hip. 
W believe that NGOx can participate in wch 
joint ~cntureh ivitliout lo\ing their integrity if 
11ic.y 20 into i t  with lhc :ippropi.iate level of 
caution. 

Large oil palm pl:lnlation\ ~ i t h  their 
itiimen\e resources c:in do the follo\ving: 

i. Adopt rhe rhinos in Tribin CVildlife 
Resenfc. 

ii. Adopt thc SOS Kllino Borneo Rhino 
Protection Unil (RPU) rangers. 

iii. To support consc~vation orgimi\ation> 
in tsrriis of funds. tnaterials and 

lo~istics. 
i\! Teach consenntion subjects in oil palm 

pla111:ttion hllining scliools, 
. Establish a conservation department 

\vithin the plalitation. 
\,i. Develop a long-tern1 p:11-tnership bvith 

conscnlation orgaiisations, and 
vii. Allout curas ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ i t i t b l c  for planling oil 

pulni to regenerate into natural forest. 
to wr:tin \vetliund, or dcvelop arcas into 
conscnlation areas. 

GHAZXLLY IShIAII- rind I,r\lLI BIN DIN 
I EI)ITORS ). 300 1. .S~.it,11t1fic..Iorrr71q. Tlrrn~r,qI~ 
Bou~eo Scrirs. Univrrsiti bli~l:~ysia Siir,i\vak. 
Kota Sanlantlian. Sara\\ak. Eus~ hlalaysiii. 
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, ++HOWARD 
Replanting 

Useful uactor-mound implements for replanting: 

- MulcherlShrdder 
- I'lilnt-hole Digers 
- Cambering Graders & Bucksrj 
- Cover Crop S d e n  
- I:ertiliser Spreaders 

Feel to ask for special brochure or demonsaation 

HO\$.ARD 
Tel: (03)6093 10 10 e-mail: ho\\ardmy@tmnet.nly 

Your Key To Smart Technology 

ST-707 AUTOMATIC ARM CIRCLE AND 
PATH SPRAYER 

! No. 1 best seller m Malays~a for a fully mechan~sed 
herblode applicator. 
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