
THE RHI&OCEROS. 

l'rm 1'1li110ccros is about twelve feet long, 
from t l ~ e  till of the nose to the root of the 

a 

tail, being the  next largest animnl to  the 
elephant. The shiu is quite naked, and is 
t'o~aed into ulaits at silrerd nal-ts of its 
h d v ,  W and ldoks like rough leither. It is 



so thick, that leaden bullets are often flat- 
tened against it witliout going tl~rough, and 
therefore iron ones are always used in order 
to kill it. 

The rlli~~oceros hau either one or two 
horns on its nose, which are fixed to the 
skin, and  lot to the bone of tlle skull. 
The eyes are small and half-cloaed, and 
have i s l e e p y  look. The rlpper lip is rather 
large, and it uses it to take up its food. 
Its voice is something like the bleating of 
s calf. 

There are two kinds of ih7nOCeiOG. the 
one-horned, or corllnlon rhinoceros, a ~ i d  the 
t~vo-horned rhinoceros, ~vhich has aallotller 
small horn above the large one. Both 
arc found in hot countries, and live near 
n~arsl~es or rivers, in which they like to  swim - 
or wallow. 

The rhinoceros will not attack anotlrer 
animal except in self-defence, but wlwn it 
does fight, {t is most ferocious, and often 
beats the tiger. Its food consists of the 
coarsest vegetables, and it is very fond of 
the prickly brallcllcs of trees, the prickles 
not seeniing to hurt its mouth. 

'I'his atlimal has a very acute hearing, 
and can rut1 very fast, though its sigh is 
not very good. ivlien i t  runs tllroagh a 
forest, it wil l  not get out of the way of nny- 

but breaks down all the buslies and 
SO that its path can be very easily 

traced. 
l 'here is a bird called the rhinoceros bird, 



which altrays goes about nfitl~ this animal, 
and lives by eating the insects which it. 
finds on its' skin. When the rhinoceros 
sleeps, the little bird sits an his back, or b 

near him, and when anything cort~es to 
attack him, the bird cllirps and wakes him, 
so that he can eitllcr fiulit b p or get out of the 
way of danger. 


