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If it's Wedn

esday It

must be Tsavo East

Our journey started in Nairobi from where we,
in typical Save the Rhino low-budget-style, headed

north to Laikipia in a tiny Mi

Petra Fleischer
Fundraising Manager

was feeling exited and full of energy

- | was about to spend the next 10

days travelling across Kenyz and

Tanzania visiting four rhino projects
with Save the Rhino's Founder Dave
Stirling, and hopefully seeing a wild black
rhino along the way. At this stage I'd been
fundraising for Save the Rhino for just over
a year, and | was keen to see first-hand the
programmes the charity supports, so that |
could improve the fundraising proposals |
write, adding more passion and conviction
between the lines.

The rainy season had arrived, which meant
muddy roads and sticky black cotton soil.
There goes my dream of a tan. substituted
by the delightful excitement of pushing the
little Mitsubishi whenever it got stuck in
the mud.

First stop:

Laikipia Wildlife Forum

I don‘t think | have ever been so amazed,
inspired and well-entertained as | was at
our first stop in Laikipia where | headed
out {0 see the Laikipia Wildlife Forum'’s
Community Conservation programme

in action. Josephat and David. both from
the LWF, were not only great hosts, but
gave me an incredibly impressive tour of
grassroot conservation projects facilitated
by the Forum. We were constantly on

the go: forest conservation, rangeland
rehabilitation, livestock improvement, the
Environmental Education bus... The extent
of LWF's activities soon became apparent
to me and in my head | was aiready
planning how to present these initiatives
to potential funders.

itsubishi 4WD.
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Second stop:

Chyulu Hills black rtino project

Enroute to our next stop, Dave and |
stopp=d in Nairobi tc stay the night with
Zorina, a former Save the Rhing employee,
her partner and their pets. With all respect
to the rhinos: sharing my bed with a cat
and an aardwolf must be high up the

list of my incredible experiences during
my trip.

Even before arriving at Ol Donyo Wuas,
Richard Bonham's lodge in the Chyulus, |
knew this area was special. The landscape
is breathtaking and we spotted plenty

of wildlife on the journey. This made me
optimistic: surely it means that Richard
Bonham and his team’s black rhino project
(and other initiatives) is making an impact
on the whale ecosystem. Flying with
Richard Bonham later on confirmed the
large number of wilclife in the area (I think
they =ven recorded a giant forest hog last
year), but sadly also made evident how
the habitat is being encroached through
human settiement especially along the
Park’s borders, and how charcoal burning
is rampant in this area.

I then met the community scouts whose
enthusiasm and obvious dedication to the
project was apparent, especially as they
spend long periods camping in the middle
of nowhere, away from their families. | left
the beautiful Chyulu Hills planning how to
i could heip make sure their salaries, boots
etc. will be covered.
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 Highiights: Sundoiéners ith Dav
: ’aﬁﬁ;wﬂscn (commurity scout leadery to J
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;‘folloy.igg by j'QiQir_ld et tlnq with Benson
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*MPT discussing the fub theremnant |
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Third stop:

Mkomazi Game Reserve

After getting our visas at the Kenya-Tanzania
border we were met by Tony Fitzjohn and

off we drove {0 the remote Mkomazi Game
Reserve, heading straight to see the rhino
sanctuary. The rains had already come so



een fundraising for
the Rhino for just
a year, and | was
in to see first-hand
g programmes the

a rity supports. , , .

the vegetation was tush, ana thers ¥as no
rhino spotting, but | did meet one of the
rangers who'd been charged by a rhino and

had the scar to prove it. | 1ater went flying

Wwith Fitz and saw the exient of the Reserve,

the Sanctuary and how it has poteniial to
be expanded to carry more ammais (I was
already thinking about potentiai funders).
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The riex morming we mel wth Zlisara,
wWhe 1S working on the new Environmenta:
tducation programme to get an update
on progress.

Highiight: Flying over. the Reserve in.
Fitz's plane.

Fourth stop:

Tsavo East National Park

Cur whirswind tour Zgntinuad towargs
Tsavo East, with Mt. Kilimanjaro in the
background and the red so:l roads
assoCiatea wmith this bit of the worid. OQur
itrle Mitsubishi had by this stage nezriy
lost its back doar, the glass on the laft
front-light had broken, the hreak cluich
Wwas on its way out... and | staried fesling
gu'ity ‘or not helping Dave with the Ariving.

As we arrived at Tsavo East we were met
by a delegation of KWS staff and Richard
Kecn, & .egend in the world of rhino
mznitoring and someone | had heard so
muzh aoout. If anyone can show me a rhino
it's this man. Led by KWS rangers, we

jam ancfrult we-hadzacquired at the
regxsh-aﬁon fair theday before; We:

s U S
2308 Cul early ire nexl

23y, determi~ec
tc spet ons. After an nour or so of graat
syspense fanc not =z ittle fear;, standing on
te~mite heaps and keeping an eye out fo”
ire nearsst tree we 3w [we young maiss!
Highlight: Without adoubt, seeing my. first
ever wild black rhlno' What a great way to
'ﬁmsh my first ever tﬂp'

'End of the Journey

plane back to London ] reflected on
what 'd seen and le-rned Dnvmg‘i -
distances meant. the'e was plenty ofitime
to chat about the pro;ects and- thecharity S
‘past’and future ambitions. | feel | not only
understand the proj': t5 better, but"also the

rclethat Save the Rhmo can play. Afl the-
pro;ects we had vmted were specral. cx"

'get in- front of the‘crcmputer'to arg wntmg

better fundmg appii txons In facr I’d o
already started typmqup the not,, B
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"ttxbean eémotionaland

' ovetthe\lerazzam Narrows Bridge: which:

bounced up anctdovmdue to: therunners
marathorewas a blur-of: famous:

Iandmarks. chiéering: crowds; music; water
‘stations and, of course, the physical and'
emotional highs.and lows of the challenge.
After meeting some fellow: Save the Rhino
runners.around:the course we crossed the
line:after four hoursand 18 minutes. All the:
training and.the hard:work had been well
and:truly wortirit: notonly. did:we manage
to-raise money. for the endangered rhino
species, but we.also had‘an experience:
that was truly unforgettable

j Interested?

Save the Rhino has 20 places available
for the 2007 ING New York City Marathon.
For more information about how to get
your hands on one and join the famous
New York Marathon team, please email
zoe®savetherhino.org or phone

+44 (0)20 7357 7474. There are ten
rhino costumes available - which are not
compulsory, but are a lot of fun and loved
by the New Yorkers. Get in touch today!



