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CONSTRICTOR'S TOOTHACEE-SERPESTS 'WITH ABSCESSES 

B Y  H A R O L D  J. S H E P S T O N E  

A NIAIALS, like human beings, fall 
sick and get injured, when medi- 
cal aid is neces sq  to prevent the 
consequences becoming serious. 

Periodically the elephant requires his toe- 
nails cut, and the bigger cats their claws ; 
snakes develop abscesses on their jaws 
which h a ~ e  to be removed ; birds 
frequently damage thcir wings in their 
fruitless efforts to break out of their 
enclosures : monkeys get the toothache. 
and baby bears the mumps. Indeed, 
the wild beasts in our Zoological Gardens 
would appear to be subject to all the ills 
to ~vhich human flesh is heir. 

The work of alleviating these suffering 
creatures falls upon the shoulders of the 
zoo doctor. He is slit-a>-S busy, never 
without a patient, and a patient, too, 
that often taxes all his nerve and resource. 
True, his work is pleasanter to-day than 
was formerly the case as the steps taken 
to preserve the health of captive beasts 
are now most elaborate. Attached to 
the more up-to-date gardens, such as 
those of London, New York, and Berlin 
are reception houses, sanatoriun~s, and 
hospitals. All new arrivals are received 
into the first named and carefully ex- 
amined by the zoo doctor. If the beast 
is found to be at  all indisposed it is here 
isolated for a time, or if ill treated in the 
hospital. On no account is it placed on 
exhibition, or allowed to mingle with its 
fellows unless it is perfectl3- healthy. In 
the same waj- animals are at  once trans- 
ferrcd from their cngcs to the hospital 
when thej- fall sick and their duelling 
thoroughly disinfected. 

Indeed, the general public ~t-ould be 
astonishcd at the amount of scientific 

investigation and study which goes on in 
the laboratories of the great Zoological 
Gardens. Even- animal that dies is 
dissected and its organs thorougllly 
examined 1 l th  a view to discovering thc 
cause of death. In this \\-ay those re- 
sponsible for the health of the creatures 
learn many useful and practical hints. 
For instancc, the orang-outangs in thc 
New Pork Zoo were suddenly attacked 
with ~ i ru len t  diarrhcra. and the disease 
defied the greatest energies of the doctors. 
Four of them died. I t  was found upon 
dissecting the animals that they had 
died of a certain germ given to them by 
tortoises housed in the same building. 
Curiously enough, the germs \\-ere in- 
jurious to the primates, but not to the 
tortoises. 

Generally speaking. it has been found 
that the monkeys and the bigger apes 
make the best patients, though there are 
esceptions. as the folloning sho~vs. Dr. 
Lindsay Johnson. who has made a spccjal 
study of the eyes of animals, once operated 
a t  the Zoo a t  Rcgent's Park on a large 
Japanese ape suffering from cataract 
He was helped in this task by Mr. Arthur 
Head, who assists him in his scientific 
studies by drawing the eyes of anirnnls. 
hlr. Head held the ape \\-hikt Dr. Johnson 
operated. Nolv there is no greater animal 
lover than Mr. Head ; he is on friendly 
terms 1~1th half the aniinals in the Pnrk. 
But he made an enemy that day ! From 
that time the Japanese ape took a violent 
dislike to onc whom he had alwajs toler- 
ated, and \v110 had invariably brougllt 
him some dainty tit-bit. For some time 
Mr. Head dared not enter the house ~vhere 
his cage was for fear the animal ~vould go 





HOIT TIIE 2 0 0  DESTIS'T I1.\S TO \VOliK 
l 







T H E  Z O O  D O C T O R  293 

The  Elephant's Illness 



was very fond of rolling on tlie ground a keeper, who had been set on watch, 
pretending he \\-as ill to secure the coveted noiselessly thrust a long stick with a huge 
tonic. He did not leave off until the treat- ball of chloroform-soaked cotton through 
ment ~vas reduced to the mustard plaster the bars of the cage under the animal's 
only. At the Sew York Zoo there is nose. Then the doctor was summoned. 
a baby African elephant. Suddenly, it To make doubly sure, a chloroform bag 
started walking lame as the result of was slipped over her head, the mighty 
weak ankles. X special pair of boots pan-S, limp and relaxed, were noosed 
was ordered and these the creature wore and tied, and the surgeon entered the 
for some time until he grew stronger and cage. Princess had refused to eat, and 
his ankles became firm agafn. it \{-as clear that she was sufiering from 

The big cats are by no nleans ideal toothache, there being a nasty swelling 
patients, and the doctoring of them is under the jau-. The surgeon, nith prac- 
anything but an easy and a pleasant busi- tised hand, removed the bag from tlie 
ness. 11. Dramard, the celebrated French grim, set face, and prised~the jaws farther 
veterinary surgeon, must have found this apart. A great abscess was found at the 
the case when he was called in to operate root of a big tooth in the lot\w- jaw. One 
upon one of hlr. Frank C. Bostock's deep. long slash \vith a razor-sharp lancet 
leopards in Paris. In a fight with and the operation \\-as done. Then the 
three other animals the leopard recei~ed abscess was cleaned and syringed with 
several nasty v-ounds, and it was clear to peroside of hydrogen, the ropes and 
the doctor that something had to be done. slings untied, and the man-eater lcft to 
The leopard 11-as first lassoed and thrown awaken to a relieving surprise. 
on its side. I t  \:-as then drawn ton-ads 
the bars of the cage, its fore and hind The  Big Cat's Manicure 
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ounds, and disease. For instance, 
procured a jaguar, two years old. 

.. from a garden in this way. The animal 
' ,  ivas suffering from a large and deep 
I; wound on one of its hindquarters. I ts  

o\mers had really decided to  kill the 
but the German purchased i t  for 

£3 Ijs., the value of the skeleton. He  
took the animal away, fed i t  twice a day 
to get u p  its strength, gave it a warm bed 

, of peat to  lie donn upon, washed the 
wound with an antiseptic, and then put 

, ointment upon it. I n  ten weeks the 
wound was closed and the animal in the 
best of health. It \$-as sold to  a zoologi- 
cal garden some I\-eeks later for k6j. 

On another occasion hmfr. Hagenbeck 
purchased a Bengal tiger for £15. There 
were no fewer than a hundred and fifty 
sores upon its body. I t  had undergone 
a sea voyage in the middle of the :{-inter. 
and had been left on decli, and the sea- 

.. water allowed to  floiv into its cage. The 
animal was placed in a darkened apart- 

d given a bed of peat six inches 
t was fed twice a day, the menu 

consisting of beef, horse flesh, 
rabbits. In  less than four 

': quently require the s m i c e s  of the animal 
: ,  doctor. The boa constrictor gets the 

e, and must bc operated on 
conda needs help to shed her 

as CO prevent a fatal disease. 
the poisonous snakes are liable 
bscesses about the head, j a w .  

is the method aclopted in 
ordinary-sized reptiles. In  
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the case of the bigger snakes, such'as 
pythons and boas, i t  would be impossible 
t o  hold them donn by a stick. To re- 
move one from the cage, eight. ten, or 
a dozen men are called into requisition. 
As soon as they have taken up their 
position the door is thrown open,! and 
each grabs a part of the writhing monster. 
If you can keep a python fairly taut i t  
can do no damage. 

Czarina, a magnificent python a t  the 
New York Zoo. is often removed in this 
\\-ay from the cage, and forced to take a 
meal by pushing it donn her throat. 
She once developed an abscess on her jaw 
which had t o  be rcmol-ed, an operation 
which was successfully carried out. 

At the same gardens another python 
disgraced itself in a fight with its mate. 
He got a nasty bite close to the left eye, 
and an  operation was declared necessary 
t o  save the sight. The wriggling monster 
was takcn from the cage and first rendered 
insensible by chloroform. The wound 
caused by the bite was then ~vashecl, and 
a slit, the most delicate part of the whole 
operation, \\-as made close to  the eye. 
This was necessary, as in the fight the eye 
had got pushed slightly to  one side, and 
an incision \\as made to allow it to  gradu- 
ally fall back into its rightful place. 

-4 few years ago. a t  the same zoo, the  
surgeon salved off the teeth of one of the 
alligators who had developed the unfor- 
gi\.able habit of ripping open the other 
alligators in the same pen. Before nou- 
elephants have broken of? their tusks, 
U-hich have caused abscesses which have 
had to  be lanced. the hippopotamus has 
had to  have aching teeth extracted, and 
the rhinoceros his diseased horn rernoved. 
Storks in attempting rash flights have 
broken their slender lcgs, and these have 
had to  be reset. On one occasion a t  a 
famous park eight feet of nire netting had 
to  be cut off the body of a big brown bear. 
The animal had got the w r e  entivined 
round his body so tlghtly as to cut into 
the flesh. Indeed, the zoo doctor never 
kno~vs when an animal will be reported 
as dangerously ill or in need of surgical 
aid. 
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