
Freude hinein'. Der a1;l;adisihe Tes t  liest jedenfalls anders; irz 
r ~ s ~ f t i r n  a hidiutiitz (vgl. I ?o) ist nicht zu erkennen. Die erhaltenen 
Spuren scheinen auf in-na-an-tu-t-'1 zu weisen. Eine solche sumeri- 
sche Form mitten in einem akkadischen Text ist indes sehr auf- 
fiillig. - I I l a : :  statt J;ibrt hat der sumerische T e s t  D1.Kk'4.G:!. ,= sadzlga). - Ill lolff.: der Kame der Mauer lli13t sich aus den er- 
haltenen Spuren nicht mchr deutlich erkennen. - 11Ilu: der 
sumerische T e s ~  bictet [dzt-l-i]-s11 a (g ) -da ,  das \viire etwa a - ~ t a  da-ar- 
e-pi-Sa-anz. Die Zeichenreste in der Kopie passen indes kaum zu 
letzierem. 

T r a c e s  of t h e  Rhinoceros in Ancient Babylonia 

By GEOKGI A. B ~ILTOS.  Oniversi~y of Pennsylvania 

There  was an acimal in the hlesopotamian valley in ancient 
times that was in Sumerian called arlz and in Akkadian r.i~rtu. 
Concerning the nature of this animal scholars are not vet agreed. 
As late as the reign of Ashurnasirpal, king of Assyria, it was good 
royal sport to hunt these animals which were still wild. From the 
pictures of these left on the ~va l l s  of the palace of this monarch1 
it appears that the creatures which he hunted were a species of 
bos bonnsus still found wild in the Caucasus. 

O n  many cvlinder seals the myth of En1;idu fighting with the 
bull is pictured, and there the animal is uniformly represented a> 
of  the same species. T h c  sign \\-hich the Sumerians designatei 

i z s i  9 was explained b )  Hor-c~iron~ and DLLITZSCR as the ordi- 

nary symbol of ox (an  OS-head surmounted by two horns) in which 
the sign 4,4 kur, couniry " or ~nountain " had been insertea. ?'hi> 
led ~ V A R I I '  to r e ~ a r d  the ri~nrt ;IS the ' . \~ , i ld  ox of the n~ountains." 
Orhers, as the lareb:  revise:^ of Gesenius' Lexicon, regard the 1-iszri 
as an  unltno~\-n animal. 

Even if the t-ir~lri had become in the eyes of the -4ssyrians of 
Ashurnasirpal's time a kind of Caucasi.~n ox, there is reason t11 

believe that in thc e:lrliest period the am was a rhinoceroz. 

' Cf. 0 ~ a : s r ~ a ~ .  H..\ior>- or' .Is?-na. p. g: 
' Cf. 'l~SB:\, YI. 4 ~ j .  

.' L'i.sprrorg dev C;crl.sihrifr:ei~~he;r. p. j6. . 77ie .?c21 ~)-l i~r?ci .s  cf \ l 't ,sicr~: . l(  :. cl-,  S .  .u.d F. $ 1 4  
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CRITICAL NOTES 

A hitherto misunderstood passage in Gudea's C!-linder -4 points in 
this direction. It is col. s s v ,  j-S and reads as follolvs: :; ka-ki- 

an-nu an-ni us-so-ktn: " T h e  gate through which the  king entered 
6 like the hornS of a wild ox which his face bears r the entabla- 

like a ziggurat." This  reference in Gudea does not stand quite 
alone. It is corroborated by the picture of a mythical creature, the 
sirrush, found by KOLDE\VAY,~ pictured on the ~ r a l l s  of the Ishtar 
Gate at Babylon. IYhile this quadruped \$-as partly mythical as 
its forked, snake-like tongue and the  sting in the end of its tai! 
proTe, the general shape of the rump and the  hod!- resembles a 

: shinoceros, and the horn rising from the face is clearlv that of a 
' rhinoceros but slightly conventionalized. T h e  neck has been thin- 

It is interesting in this connection to note that the references 

the n o r d  a111 'L stag " for the creature (translated by JESSEX and 
USGS-AD, ..Himmelsstieru \ rather than I - ~ I I Z I I  O i  lit. This  variation in 
the language applied ro the creature would be natural, if the orig- 
inal story referred to  an animal that becan~c extinct in that region 

As is \vcll Irnon-n the rhinoceros originated in cenrral Asia from 
11-hence he wandered X\-esttvard and southward. Once he roamed 
over the whole of Europe, as well as south\vcstern Asia. He  is 

now found in Africa, in Assam in India. a n 3  in islands of the 

' The word $1 t.i-i~:. which has puzzled previous trans!ators (Tt!vu~nti-Dasc~s 
and 'XITZEL) is [he AkLadizn q11ri1:r. Hehres  17- horn "-thr. q app-aring as c in 

'. S u m s r i ~ n .  
C Das ~. . redci .c i : ts t~ i t : i~de B3b1 !OJ I .  p. 4;. 

Cr.KB. \ ' I ,  p. 1:;. line I;IJ .lnd p. 170. lin. I - b .  - 
/ 
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