


JMATRAN RH1 NO? 
The Sumatran or Asian hairy rhino is the smallest and most primitive of the five rhino 
species. It is thought to be related to the prehistoric and long-extinct woolly rhino. t-\dult 
Sumatran rhinos stand four to four-and-a-half feet tall at  the shoulder and weigh between 
1.000 and 2,000 pounds. Unlike the other two Asian species, the'surnatran rhino has two 
horns: the Indian and the Javan rhinos have single horns. 

WHERE DOES IT LIVE? 
Despite its name, the Sumatran rhino is not restricted to the large Indonesian island of Sumatra. In the last cen- 
tury. the species ranged from India's I-Iirnalayan foothills throug11out Southeast Asia. Today it s~r \~ i \ res  in mostly 
small and  often isolated pockets  on  Suniatra,  Borneo and the  h4ulalaysian peninsula.  The tot:~l wild 
population is thought to be about S00 anirnals, and Sum:ltra appears to have the largest number. Unfortunately, 
the entire population is declining a t  :l rapid rate. 

IS THE SUMATRAN RHINO ENDANGERED? 
Yes! It7 l984 the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Xatul-a1 Reso~lrces (IUCN) declared the 
Sumatran rhino to be one of the 12 rnost endangered species it1 the world. Poaching probably has been the 
greatest threat to the rhino's surviv:~l. Like its other Asian and ,\frican relatives, the endangered Sumatran 
rhino is protected by law. hlan. the ultimate predator, Ilowet~er. continues to liill. People in some regions of 
Asia will pay thousands of clollars for a single rhino horn, which is thought to he \:aluable in folk medicines 
and. to a lesser extent. as an ;~phrodisiac. For local people living near rhinos, the money offered for a few horns 
is likely to be more than many of thcrn can earn fro111 a lifetime of hard n7orli. It's difficult for them to pass up 
s~ ich  offers of money when they. too. are stn~ggling to sun.ive. 
,h even more insidious and, in some ways. crueler threat to the Sumatran rhino is the destn~ction of its nat- 

ural habitat. Even: year, thousands of acres of tropic:~l rain forest are being cleared in Indonesi:~ and klalaysia 
by logers  and farmers. The Sumatran rhino, which depends hea\~ily on its tropical rain forest habitat for sur- 
vival, is being cronrded into smaller ;ind smaller are:ls. I n  most cases, these pocliets in which the rhinos "sur- 
vive" are difficult to protcct bec:iuse they exist in great number and are often widely separated. Skilled poach- 
ers are likely to fiIld rhinos easier to locate and kill in these areas. Consequently. few rhinos can sunrive, and 
most of these sites cannot maintain anything close to a viable population of rhinos for long. 

A Mahatu, an adult 

female. first arrived in 

the United States in 

1988. Her death in 

May of 1992 was a sad 

loss for the Sumatran 

Rhino Trust and those 
who knew her. 

* Em, approximately 

one-and-a-half years 
old, is thought to have 

lost her mother to 

poachers. She arrived 

at the Los Angeles 

Zoo last November. 
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To accommodate the 

ns, Rapunzel has both 
and outdoor exhibits 

at the Bronx Zoo. 

Of the two Sumatran 
inos at the San Diego 

Zoo, Barakas Kumu 
(pictured here) is  the 

more vocal . 

\V1 l,\'l' IS TI-I I' SUh1-\T L<-IN RIIINO TRUST ,\NI) 
L\'I L\T LARE ITS GOLILS'~ 
In 1084 the Brons. (:incinn:lti, Los .i~l,geles ;l11d San 
Diego zoos joined forces in ;I unique international  
effort to \ \ ~ ~ r l i  wit11 tlie I I I ~ O I I ~ S I : L I I  <overnment to help 
protect the Sum:ltran rhino from cstinction through 
c:~pcive breeding. li~lo\vn :ls the Su11latr:ln Rhino Trust 
(SRT). this c o ~ p e r a r i \ ~ e  project I>etnlcen the four .\mer- 
ican zoos and the government of Indonesia was icish- 
ioned to rescue  rh inos  from regions n ~ h e r e  t h e y  
couldn't be prorectccl. The zoos encaged a well-1inoii.n 
conservationist \vitl~ m a n y  years of trapping esperi-  
ence to sunrey the forests for rhinos and to set up traps 
\vherc there werc dependirble signs of rhinos. :l trained 
crew of Indonesians helps conduct sunreys and checks 
the traps daily. lIrhen a rhino is captured, i t  is moved 
out of the trap via cleared trails to a special holding 
facility where it is gradu:illy introduced to :l captive 
diet of hay, grain and lea\.es. 

The goal oi the SRT is to establish breeding pairs (or  
groups) of Sumatran rhinos in the four ,Irnerican zoos 
and in Indonesian zoos. These captive populations are 
intended to be safeguards against the disappearance of 
this highly endangered species in the wild. The SRT 
hopes that eventually these breeding groups will pro- 
vide captive-bred rhinos for release into protected 
forested tracts capable of supporting reasonably sized 
rhino populations. 

To date, the SRT has successfully rescued and trans- 
portecl rhinos to zonlogic:ll parks in the United States 
and Indo~lcs ia .  :it the present  t ime,  there  a r e  five 

Sumatran rhinos in U.S. collections ant1 sis in Indonesian collections. .A second male was caught recently :ind 
is \iraicing for transport to San Djcgo. 

The c:~ptive-breeding program oi thc SRT, ho\sever, is not the conlplete answer to the sunrival problenls oi  
the Sum:~tran rhino. 1,ittle is known nl~out the nature of this r:lther shy species both in capti\-ity and  in the 
wild. Studies of Sumatrnn rhinos :Ire needed as well :is hetter protection for the csisting wild populations. 

The SRT pro\-ides fin:inci:il support ior rhino consernation in Indonesia. but more funds are needed to cope 
\vith pressures fron~ poachers. farmers :~nd  lo,gers. ,411 this comes a t  ;I time when thc SRT particip;~nts in thc 
United States ( the Urons Zoo. the (:incinnati Z o o ,  the Los :\ngeles Zoo, and the San Diego Zoo) are involved in 
many other equally important wildlife conscn-ation proiects. 
all of which recluirc co~~sidcr:~ble financial support ;is ~vell ;IS 

high levels of staff invol\.ernent. 
Savinq the Sum;~tr:~n rhino from extinction recluires the 

parcicip;~cior~ of zoos a n d  governments, ;IS well as  support 
from the public. \Vith these liinds ot'cornrnitnlent. ~~~~~~~~er, it 
can he done ... ; ~ n d  i t  will: D 

.J(ctne.s G. Ilolzerty is (knercrl Clcl-ccror c ~ t  (he Bror1.x Zoo. 111 

1990 he w c ~ s  crppoirztect ,<peeies cool-clir~cttor und  project 
rnuruiger oj' the Szin~crtrrrr~ Rh i r~o  Trust. 
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(Rh~nos are listed according to ~hevr arr~val dates.) , 

a Ipuh, the only male 

Sumatran rhino in the 

country, can be seen at  the 
Cincinnati Zoo. 

': This.female, named Rami, 
arrived at the San Diego 

Zoo in November of j 99 I .  




