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E great one-horncd Indian rhinocems 
(Rl~inocen~s rtnicorr1i.s) or simply t k  T Indian rtuno is perhaps the most endan- 

gered of India's charisrrlatic mega-fauna. 
There arc fewer rhinos than half the number 
01' tigers and one-tenth the number of elephants 
in India. The Indun rt~ino is protected under 
Illdim wildlife laws and CITES. But this has 
not stopped its inlscrinlinate killing. It is the 
horn of the rhino, which fetches high prices in 
nlcdicinal markets in sout h-east Asian coun- 
tries, (hat is the chief' cause of' its decline. 

According t o  a 1994, IUCN Asian Rhno  
Specialist Group rcport 1 ,')(X) rhinos are found. 
in  the Terai areas of India and Nepal. Their 
populations are scattered in nine sites of frag- 
nlentd habitat. Before the publication of the 
IUCN report a tenth ixq-ulation in India, at 
Laokhawa in Assarll, hacl lost all its resident 
rhinos wi l11 as rirarly as 40 OS thern in 1983-84. 
Accorcii~lg to an carlicr l UCN (1  989) report 
only three of'  Ihcse sircs i 11 l ndia - Kgziranga 
Na~ioll:il Park, Marlas National Park and Or- 
ang Wilcilifc Sanctuary I t  )calcd it1 Assam had 
viahlc populations. lllcsc three sitcs were 
spread ovcr 897 sq. kr~ls. 'l'llcsc sit CS are home 
to ncarly I2( K)- 1 3(H Iildi arl rtli nos. 

Sincc then, howcvcr, Mail;is National Park 
has losl illost 01' i t  rtlillc 1s ; L I I ~  Orang has  also 
.wci~ :in upsurgc in pt):lclliti_c. Bcrwecn 1989- 
93 Inclia lost at lcast 200 rhiilos to poaching 
which is as ~iluctl as  1 5'Xl 01' its population. 
Unol'lici a1 I'igurcs suggcsr a Ilighcr death toll. 
Only K:iziranga Nat iol~al Park wit11 1 . 1  M rhi- 
nos :is per rtu: ol'l'icial cciisus sccr~ls to hc 
sc )nlewllat sal'c. A sutidc~l pc ):iching surge coulcl 
ctlangc tliis scctlauit) cir;rslically. Orarlg with 
100-cxkt rhinos is alrcady I'acing tllc brunt ofa 
rmcnt sl,urt in pc):icllillg. 7 ' 1 ~  5b rllim~s at 
Po~II: \I . ; I ,  34 at .Jal(i:q~;~r:~ :~tl(t l S :it C;oru~~iar:~ 
arc ; i l l  Ilicllly IIrrcalc!t~ul. 

Rhino Horn and Poaching 

Thc horn of  the rhino is mainly respn-  
sihle for rhe incliscrirninare killing of this rare 
and prcllistoric rulirilal. 

An average rhino horn is 20 cms in length 
anti weighs 720 gnls .  anti is the main part of 
tl~c rhirlo's h d y  that is thrcat cning its very ex- 
isrcnce. An cpidcrn~:~l derivative, much like the 
hurilan nail, the rhirlo is a kerat inised (cemented 
illass ol'hair growing o n  the snout of the rhi- 
nos ancl separ:itcd tiom the skull. 

Rhinos do not use the horn for defcncc 
nor  tor digging as is corilrno~lly believed. Thc 
1ntli:iri rtlino will 111uch rathcr bite or trarrlplc 
its opl~onc~lts. llowcvcr, i t  is still not krw~wn 
wry clcarly as to wllctllcr 11lc horn plays any 
rc )lc il l  lllc scxial hctlavic )ur of Ule animal. Apart 
lrorr~ 11lc I.irct Illat tllc rl~alc possesses a horn 
01 sliylllly widcr base i l  is virtually the s i ~ c  as 
I t 1 i 1 1  01 rllc Ikrl~:~lc. A larger horn, thercforc, 
I~LXY! 1101  I K ' C C S S ; ~ ' ~  he Ihal 01' a rnalc. 
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.\I(~thods t,J' Rhino Ponchi~tg 

'li~p: Rhinos lrn :(:( .i Thc ticcl inc or' ill. I t l i h ~ ~  pclpulation 01' h c  
fi)r rkir horns. rtlinrl stuutcd with Il.:hitat loss and kiiline for 
Botronl: f i v e  r-h1 ) 

L 

sport. Poaching as .I corn lnerci a1 activity to  
spec-ic*.~ of rhe I :!-id , I  I U ~  

their (iYscrinii~ )r-i supply the l~cra t i \~c  (.hiental nlalicinal trade 
was ;l r~luch later occurrence and poaching 
fix tt~c tlornestic luarkcrs was also very negli- 
gi blc. 

Ttrlay poaching 11:~s fast hecon~e the single 
most irl~portarit rcasllrl lijr the decline of tht. 
rhino in India. Tllc t\ilo main poaching waves 
that I I ~ V C  hit the Indiarl rhino were h n l  1982- 
X6 rirlrl 1.1-oiil 1989-93. The waves pc:iErccl in 
IC)83 allcl 1993 rcspcctjvcly and centrai around 
t t~c  Laokllawa anci Manas 111assacres. The 
1982-80 wave which clai~iled 304 h n o s  was 
dcfinitcly the worst one to hit India sincc the 
protwretl areas were cstahlished. 

I ncidcrlt ally, Ncp;il which otherwise r e p m  
a vcry low poaching rate :llso shows Ihe 1 082- 
H6 periotl ;L,S having hccn ttlc worst with 1 1 of 
11lc 38 sl~inos pc,iichctl bct wccn 1973-90 l'all- 
ing i n  ltlc period. 

I nclian poachers cri~ploy !';VC i!i i'l'crcnt ' 

ilicrh( xis Sor killir~g rl~i 110s. T'hesc :U-c ~ t 1 0 i  ~i 112, 
1x1-p );Lc}I~I~$. clectrc~ution. 1% )iscinl:~s .111!1 (hi: 
I I W  oi' :I tlor,Sc. There is only ilrlc kr;{3\\-11 case 
::! !rldi;l wllc'n :I steel ncxw was !~sc:i 10 kill a 
: I ; I I I O  i n  l9S9 in M a n ~ i  Y : L ~ ~ ( > I : ; I ~  !':c k .  Xn!s 
I I I ! * I ~ (  d, l~o~vcvcr, i S IIIOI-: ) I I ~ I ~ I :  ! 1: .-l li-ica. 
711ic otl~cr ii~ur methods i i r - L b  usa! 11: \.arying 
clkl~rccs i l l  tiitlt'erenl parts 01' I)IC C O I I I I I S . ~  ;k- 
I W I K ~ I I I ~  on [he I C I Y ~ ~ I I .  :~v :~ i I i~ t ! i l i~y  o l -m~~s.  ~.imc 
;i~ld ottler corlstrai nts. 

Shc~~t inp a rhino wi[l~ ;I riilc or shotgun 
.il)i~cars to a c ~ r i ~ n l o ~ l  I I I ~ ~ ~ I I K I  [o kill a rhino. 
1116 rl~cxlus opcrandi is SI il~plc. A l'inancier or 

;-hino horn tiadcr h i m  l 1  r-1ncn (i:d.l;~ct~crs! 
ior- the joh. Poachers rake iull advarliage of 
any hrcakdown in l aw and order in  Assam;  i 11 
such situations losses are high. The honls are 
larer sold to intermediaries or small-time trad- 
crs who in turn sell then1 on  to the ayents or 
tlealers. 

An analysis o f  m l s  captured by park au- 
U~or-i ties during anti-poaching opcratjor~~ show 
that no particular weapon is preferred. Coun- 
rry rl~atlc ~nuzzlC loaders anti shotpns, 3 15 and 
3 13 rifles, rr~ediunl-cali bre sell'-loatitng rifles 
ancl otl!cr senli-au lornatic weapons are a1 l 
used. As Par hack. as 1987, Martin, Martin arld 
Vi g nc notcd Ulal poaching sy ndicatcs procured 
U~eir urns fionl Nagaland. They had obtained 
itrl~ls that only Indian arrned forces have ac- 
ccss lo. Despite Operation Rhino and Opera- 
( ion  Hajrang, two anily opcratiorls c - m i d  out 
to suppress separatist Jilovertlents i r i  the re- 
gion, there is allcgufly availability of arnls in 
thc Statc of Assam. 

Tlc IIKN irlgenious way of' poaching a 

t 

Species Heightat  Weight Horn Size Horn weight 
the shoulder (average) 

One-horned Rhiric, 1 20 - 1.50 m 1,500 - 2,070 kg 20 cm average 0 720 kg 
Rhinoceros unrcornrs ILarlg, 1% l )  (Lmg,  1567; (Ghosh, 1993) (Martin, t 993) 

~ 3 n  reach upto 52 cm 
(Nownk, 1991 ) 

N nc k Fl hi no 1 4 0  - 1 80 m 800 - 1,400 ; g  50cm average 2.8 kg 
D~ceros I.)icorn/s l :Jclwnk. 1991 ) (Nownk. 1951 ; (Nowak, 199 1). can reach (Leatler-Wrlliams. 1992) 

135 cm (Ward, 1935) 

Wht6 Rh~no ! 50-1 85 m 1,400-3.600 1.7 60 cm average. can reach 4 rJ kg 
Ceratolherro,~ slmlurn tdcwnk, 1991 ) f t4ownk. 195' 151)  crn (Nowak, 199 1 ) (Leader -Wiltrams. 1992) 

Jnvan Rhtr~o 160-1 75 m 1500-2300 k.2 15cm average. can ~aiich 068 kg 
Rhlr~oceros sondaicus tJowok. 1991 ) IPAcnealy. 1977) 25 cm (Nowak. 1991) (Leader- Wrlllams, 1992) 

Surrntran Rhno : 12-1 45 m 830-900 kg One spocirnen was ;:P cm 0 27 kg 
D~cerort~rrios I N~.)wak. 1991 ) (Owdri-Sm~tt Ihnwak. 1591 ) tlsirc~'y ( L M c l e r - W ~ ! l i ~ ~ s ,  1992) 
surna!rensls 1975) smaller 
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north-east. Wealthy Assamex ant1 Bengal is 
do figure in the list of traders hur 111~. \l arwari 
ccmmunlty nnxe or less controls irlc trade. 
The rhino horn agent or trader is n r , I  an exclu- 
sive entity and deals in a number ot other con- 
traband items such as narcotics ancl arms. 

The trade syndicates run in 3 parallel and 
interconnected fshion lhat is chrirac~cri st ic of 
other clandestine activities being 111oni tored by 
enforcenlent agencies such as CH I anri DRI. 
In some instances there are two Icvcl S of tied- 
ers with the initial agent 01-f-ering i t  1 0  rhc main 
dealer. 

It is now known that therc arc ;1r le;lst two 
distinct operations in central antl Iowcr Assam 
with different centres. ?he inhercn! nature of 
this trade is such that trade-routcs :U-c nccrer 
permanent although son= such as C:ilc'ulta 

PRICES OF ASIAN/INDIAN RHINO HORN OVER THE YEARS 
- - - - - - - - - . p - - - 

Price (INR)/KG Price Category Year 
- - - p - - - .- - - - - 

Poacher's Price 

14,798 Assam (Manas) 1985-86 

20.000-25.000 Assam (Kaziranga) 1987 

1.01.331 Assam 1989 

69.375 Assam 1993 

1.00.000 Assam 1994 

Trader's Price Abroad 

1.39,266 Taipei 1979 

2.63.472 Taiwan 1985 

5.95,989 Taiwan 1988 

9.45,268 Taipie 1990 

3,73,524 Retail in Bangkok 1990 

9,61.563 Retail in Taipis (powder) 1993 

12,82.188 Retail in Taipie (powder) 1993 

16.02.500 Retail in Taipie fpowcJer) 1993 

route are well known duc prcvious cnfor-cc- 
incnt action.. Howel'er the usc 01' ihc 
Nagaland-Myanmar rcrurt. was Icsscr- know11 
and the Siliguri-Jaigaon-Bhutm was 0111 y U n- 
covered recently. 

The town ot' Dimapur on the Nagalarld- 
Assam horder and the' trading ( o w n  o I  
Tucnsang arc q u d l y  inqxxtant. Sul;lllcr s ~ o r -  
age points such as'Bd1a11. Twpur. N;log;lon 
(once the headquarters o f  one ar-111 0 1  rllc 
trade), Bokakhat, Golashat etc., may hc pri- 
[nary storage pints  d c p d i n g  o n  the part lCu- 
lar situation. For central .4ssanl horns tllc 111- 

volvernent of- the district o f  Karhi Anglonp 2s 

a conduit to Nagaland cannot hc UIICJL' I '  
emphasised specially kc':iusc o!* thc lack 01 '  
enftxcement action in a e  region. 'rile S;I i l k '  

route is used by traders in lower Assarn al- 
though the traditionally known track-routc \{.as 
from Bongaigaon or Baqxtta road to Siliguri 
and then to Calcutta (~iith Kalinlpclng 21s u 
possible centre of' storage). 

In the 1'390's revealed the use 01' Bhutan 
as an exit point. This wai brought ho~lic f'orcc- 
Sully after the arrest of a Bhutancsc Princcss 
in Taiwan with 22 Indian rhino horns ostcnsi- 
bly fronl lower Assam that usal thc Jaigaoll- 
Paro route of smuggling. Thc erncrgcncc 01' 
Paro as an airport with direct ci,nnecrions to 
south-east Asia and lax enforccn\cnl was Ilor 
noticed by many. Sinlilarly, Kathnlanrlu is srjll 
used an exit point. 

Although the syndjcatcs art: wcll cstah- 
lidled this rhino trade is largely an opportunis- 
lic one. What is of paramount importance 1i)r 
cnforernent is the fact that all or :~ny 0 1 -  the.w 
routes, perhaps with new ones being atltic.xi, iuc 
in operation. Due to the srr~all s i x  01- COIII- 

~r~Xlity and the high cost 01' one horn. Ulc risks 
taken by inchviduals do [UN prwlutk i t  tiorn hcing 
carried by a piissengcr fro111 my airport i r ~  Uw 
country. Controlling thc rrw nrc~llcn! 01' rllino I N  ~r11 
once i t  cntcrs rhc trritle (iyrlrficatcs is :In cs- 
trc~nely tiil'licul! task. I t  is perhaps casicr 10 

curb the track hy controlling tt~c uctual pclactl- 
ing of the anilllal. 

Post-niortc3111 cnli~rccn~cnt i n  tllis case 1s 
rlrorc: cijfficult anti intlectl t'ar less useful to 
cause of cc)nscrv:ilion. Duc 10 rhc cxislcncc o f  
well-cstablisl~crj poaching anti rracill~g synrli- 
cates, enSorccr~lcnl :ictj( )ns 01' Ulc pc )st-li~ortcr~l 
kind can on1 y bc significant il '  pr-opcr i~ltcrrog:~- 
lion and follow-up investigatic~r~ is tjonc hy  a 
conlptcnt :tgullc'y. The ~nvol vclllcnt 01' In )n- 
uildlifc cnli)scc~llc~lr agcncics si~cll as tllc ( 'H I ,  
('ustun~s, IIKI, crc. along w ~ t h  r11c ~u . r ;~ - l~~ i l i -  
tary Sorccs is ( 11- I,ar:ullc )unl I I I I ~  )T~~LIICC. 



,-]1111,) IS by C ' I C ' ~ ~  n)cutlc 111  ill^.\ I I I C ~ J I ( ~  W= firs[ l~ l~~hc . lnc \  I angc I r  o111 [hose curiug rer1;tl dis- 
I ~ ~ j , ~ l - l ~ ~ j  I n I ' )S9 I [ Is uslyi (*l fa jvely by (Q- orrji'r > i t )  I ~ . ~ C I I I C I ; L I I ~ C S I S .  11ep;~l ic rllali-u rlctio~~s, 

A/JO ut 
cn lrlg p )HCI 11 011 1 111g11 l c l i ~ l ~ ) l l  p w e r  l i~ws pulllhlll;~ ! ihhortlcrs :in(! lilr ~ ~ ~ n l a l i s i n g  h l ~ x d  1,300 ~ ~ ~ I Z O S  

01 iowcr ~roI13g1~ 11 112s ~ L I ; L I  r 1111 Ixar Uje p u k .  circulallon i'r-orll~ncnrly advcrtisai in [heir puh- 
, I  I -  j S I 1 Iicalioris. I \  rhc 011ly 01~r1-t use of rhino horn in 

live in the 
\\ \re i \  at lac t~cd 1 0  ~ l l c  I I ~ ~ U I I  lines with a ttlc c -ou r~~r~  Terai &)rests 

rllcr;il hrn)k or- sol~\crirnes \\ith just the wirc 
I,hq~etl o n  irscl l .  'This crc:ilcs a darlgiing trap 
c.;u-r!'i ng enou~l l  current Io kill :~rly unsuspccr- 
iilg animal 11131 ival ks into i t .  ' n c s e  traps ;uc 
la~d 011 regular I-hi no patl~wnys. I t  is presumexi 
i11:11 111c chanccs 01. killiny ;l I-hino employing 
1111s nlelh(xj arc- rclativcly tligll. 

Pit poaclli~lg ~~~ctlnwhilc. is the most trah- 
I I O I I ; ~ ~  way lo c'aptur'c or  kill a rhino and con- 
\I . \IS sirr~ply r j t -  a rcctr tny~~l;~r  or trapeziunl 
:l:lpetl pit rlorrll:~lly ol' r l c: dimensions of  

:xi LK l .  2 rllc trcs (thcsc rnLi?- vary dependng 
,111 terrain) arc dug and ct~\.ercd with grass. 
-171~ pit sonletinlcs have ha~llhtnl stakes Lining 
11s lntcrior. Oilcc a riulil~c, f ; ~ l  Is into Ule pit, i t  is 
unable to climb our. Tile po:lchers, who check 
UP on the pits, l~lcrcly hack thc horns off and 
I~ ; t \~c  the rhino t o  bleed to ckath. 

C'ommercial Value of Rhino Horns 

The international trade in Asian rhino horn 
1h ovcr 2000 ycaus old (Martin, 1991). "Fire 

~rn" or the Asian horn is believed 10 be far 
11lorc3 ct'fectivc in tracii tit)nril Oriental medicines 
rillcl dicreforc is 01' far gre:iter value tt~m the 
.4lnc;~n rhi rlo horn. 'Illc Oriental trade uses 
thc horn ctuel'ly as an anti-pyretic ( t o  reduce 
I C ' \ . C I - ) .  I I I U C ~  as t11c usc 01- P:lracetanlol antl 
1101 ;is :in aphn ~ c l i  s i x  3s was ct)~nmonly hc- 
I I C \ C C ~  t i ~ r  rtlany yc:irs. Srutlics at the (Iluncsc 
I '111 vcrsit y of' H( )ng Kong have sl~own ltlar ttlc 
rlllr~o tlorn d l ~ c s  i n  I'acl tlavc ar~tipyrctic 

~pcrtics- 

Tfic use of' r.tiir~o horn as :I ~~lctlicinc is nor 
well cstahli s t ~ ~ ~ l  ill I mli ;l. l11clia11 royalty sup- 
1 ~ ~ ~ c t U  y ~lsc(1 cups 111acIc 01' carval hor11 10 
~JL.IL'CI pjistr11. K t l i n o  urirlc w;~s ;ilso uscd Ior 
I ~lcthci llal prclxu-a1 ions. AI( t~ ~ g 1 1  d t ~ u  tllc.~i[al 
;I\ ; I I I  :\pt~rotIisi ;IC i n  (;i~.i:~r-:il, Illis prilc[icc 
WC. I I IS  10 ~ I ; I V C  ; L ~ I I ~ O S I  cliccl i l l  India. Howcvcr. 

' l 11crci1s- ' I ' I ~ C I : I I I  i~lc(lici~~c, wl~ich is h c c o ~ n i ~ ~ k  ' 

111plv popi~l:ir- in  Inclia. uscs r-hino Iiorn :IS an  
I I ~ I  L * ( I I ~ I I [  I 11 \( I I I I ~ ~  01- 11s p r c ~ ~ ; ~ ~ - : ~ t i o ~ ~ s .  

1 l t w ,  :\ C V .  lncli:~ cmontinucs to t7c ;I supplier 
o1rt1111o tlot-n ro the Cki~rltal rncciicinc lradts in 
an illcg:li :\n(l covert Ilshion. Although hc- 
twec n I l)h5 and 1979, tllc Stale 01' Assam put 
up rtlillo llorns li,r les:~l sale. the pmcticc W;FS 

stoppki mcl t'rrl~n then on the trade has hccn 
c o n ~ p l ~ \ i ~ ~ l !  covcrt. lJnlike parts ol' sout h-cast 

of north-east 
India 

Asia. rlllllo horns, cjcrivatives or prc)tlucts arc 
neitt~cr openly avr~ilahlc nor even shown to a 
potc 111 I , ~ l  iustotllcr unlcss cnough trust is es- 
tahiislt , l  

fVumhr/- , Rhrnos 

The Trcldu-routes p u i ~ c h ~ d  in 1'1 , ~[ctc-ted 
,4reils in Inririi tlc)r~r.cpen 

.A rll~no po'achcr is not normally a tt-ibal. Ior;Oclrlci 1 9 9 2  

AI-though wcalthy Nagas are known to be fin- 
anciers. rhtz main traders and dealers are still 
Maru,ari husincssn~en operating from the 



I SOME IMPORTAW'7' RIJINB HORN TRADE-ROUTES I 
I . ', cjr,flrl ;g cenlre in low: --..;si~r~i/Vd~~k;~ Ber~qal: 

Sl 1 , :  ;a Bazaar-Pilig~ri-Jaqaon-Paro (Bhutan)-Sou th East Asia 
- - - - - - - 

: l a c ! i ~ n g  centre in lower ~ s & n i / ~ c s i  Bengal: 

l- - Siligc~r : -Nepalgaon- Kathmand~~ (Nepal/-Saii; n East Asia 
- - - - - -- 

3. r?nac-t .inn ceotre in lower Assam: - 1  
I ---- - p . Rangaigaon-Hatisar-Galegphug - - - - - - - -- - P (Bhutan)  

4. i'oachinc~centre in centrai Assarn: 

I + - - - - - . . ---A . 
Karbi Anglong _ _ _  - _ - - - _  __ p 

5. Fl:!&t:hincj centre in central Assam: 

p --- Naogaon/Tezpur-Guwahati - - - - (storage at Siliguri or Calcutta) 
6 2r~c+. 1 8 b : ~ g  centre in central Ass,-!rn: 

Guwahati-Silchar-Bangladesh-South E -st - - -  - -- 
7. Town:: wnere Direct purchase is ;lad; by South East Asian Nationals: 

Guwahati, Siliguri. Dimapur 

Prices of K h i l ~ o  I j o r r r  K O I I : ~  I.i:i~iiiiarily ~i.1111 tl~c real t~oril. The I ~ O S I  

pcr kilo. I:: iciS7. ;t ?o:lctlcr- was gclrlr>g a.. 
l i l t  li: ;is Rs. i4.i )d ti 1 l \  x i  ;~~~cr i igc  1101-ti 11)  1, )i.tec1 

, A ~ S : I I I I  \VII!IL~ il l3 I:( l!l1cltlporary i l l  ( .L,II :  I.;!/ 

:Iss;I~I\ W;IS g::ll~!;g ;\ht)ul US. 30,( M)(! ' l  ! K ~ ; I > ,  

1112 I~ldi;i~l I I I I ( I ( I Ic~I~;~II  ~:s~~cci:illy :I[ I/!(* l III;II 
S I ; I ~ C  sclls :it Rh 3.01 1 . 0 0 0  - 5,0(),000 1x.1- hy i l l  

111cli:i. 111 -1 : ! Iw:~I \ ,  t~l.)\vt+vct-. ~ I I C  price* L - O ~ I I L !  
stlcx)t up ( ( 1  Kt.;. ! -'.Oi ).O( 10 lxr kg altlu 1 1 i ; t \  1 1  13 

10 hc ~ C I I \ L : I I I ! > ~ . I L X !  Ih:11 [ t~ i s  is a 1 1  ~:xlr;11)1 )I;i!io~~ 

0 1  1101-11 111:;: 15 :(;It! 111 i f c l  y ~iiifiutc ~]L! . I I I I I  1 ices. 

/ ; c r k ~  H h i ~ r t t  /!or-rr.\- i rr  tlte :Murkot  

CI ) l~ \ , - i l l c i~~g  Ieakcs 3~'Ci i I  to be 11i;ldc o f  buf'l'do 
1101.11 01- C V Z I ~  har:thoo r t w ) ~ .  A ccrrai~l hanlhc h )  

I.( 11' i::iIvd i t )  I !c 1i)r;11 t ) l  ;I 1-tl1 IIO i~or-~l,  

i~.i~;i~ccl u:ith o i l  : U N I  s ~ ~ ~ \ - c I r i c ~ j  t;:i.ch 111 uic :lp- 
I-IL-;I~;\II~.L: 01. a rhi111 a t1or11 10 g1 c \ !  cilcci- 

ii large 
r l i t r n  her of 
fuke rhino 
Izorrzs have 

crlso crztered 
the trade 



IN HOME NEWS!: 

Inauguration of CH1 .\c.;~dcn,,t 

1n;tugurating the Central I3ur:;iu 01' 1nvc.stigation 
Acallcnly at Ghaziabacl on Ja nu,ig 10. 1946 tlie Priule 
Minister Shri P.V. Narasilnha Rat>. so~~rlclccl a ilotc' of 
c;~utic>n against in~iiscriminarc L i c c ~ ~ l t r i ~ l i ~ i ~ ~ i o l ~  of 
power. the demand for which is r~lucti in voguc ;)lnong 
politic;il parties of all hues. Tlic Pri111e Mirlistcr said 
t l i ; a r  tliililsiorl of powers to the Io\ir'l. lcvels a n d  rapid 
cI1;111gc.< i~sllered in by !he prcxc.;ls of cefornl ancl 
gloh;~l icat io~~ would pcise new zllallengcs to the 
resou~-srl~uIness anti organisiltiol~al skills of tile 
i~<l l l~i i l i~~rat ior l .  The Pri~rlc h1 ii:ic~cr indicated his 
t l i s ~ ' i l ~ . ! : ~ ~ r ~ f ~ ~ ~ e r ~ t  with lower Ie~.el .  I ' ; ~ t l i l l  inistrariotl by 
pointing out the excessive ieliance o f  State 
Govsrn~l~enrs  on  Central Force; ro tackle law and  
ortlcr probleuls. The flood of tltlnantis for hantling 
over more cases to the Central l311rt.a~ of Investigation, 
for instance. did not reflect well o n  the image of State 
ancl local forces in the public 11lincl. While these 
r l ~ ~ l l i l t l t l ~  wcre all enciorscn~cr~t of thc "cfficierlcy. 
it1lparti;llity. objectivity and t riiii!ing" of the Central 
i~gcncics. they wcrc also an ;1111iii~;io11 tI1;1t local police 
rorccs were t~nable  to deal \vilh qit~lations in thelr 
:I reas. 

The Pri~lle Minis~cr  opine11 th'ir iclcas and pcrspcc- 
lives should emerge from institurio~ls like tllc CRT 
Academy. With critile beconling irlcr-casingly con~pizx 
i ~ n d  itl[er~latiorlalised, the cri111 inills have to bc 
iilatched both in wits ; ~ n t l  utc.;tpons. The thinking 

process ought 10 11,: L . I I ~ . I  ) I I  i ~y:tI I > O I I I  at [lie tr:~irlii~g 
process and the ! ~ i \ c s t ~ p : ~ t i \ ~ .  Icvel.  

Speaking on rhc occ;~stc~rl. t hc Minister of State for 
Personnel I Pensiorls. Srnr. Margaret Alva. 
dcscriberl the CBI as 'a11 orgi~nisa tion which had come 
to be respected from onc u.tlich was feared'. Dilating 
(311 the wcak~~t.sst.s o r  the prelilier investigating agency 
and explaining hy the Azacic~~ly was a priority, she 
said thc CRI was hanls t r~l~lg I>y lack of infrastructure 
and staff shortiige. I I u  [nit 1-1 resource d e v e l o p n ~ c ~ ~ t ,  
including recruit ment, tr;tirli ~ l g  and  career planning 
were not given ;l~leclualc i-iiportance in the past, 
ignoring the fact [h:\[ i t  15 he quality of personnel 
that ultimately sustains ant1 cnharlces the reputation 
of an organis;~tion. I n  order 10 draw the best available 
talent, it is necessary IO provide attractive career 
prospects. This i~npliclf training and  career planning 
at all levels. And yet- the ngelicp did not have a training 
centre of its own to train . i~nff.  even at the entry level. 
Snlt. Alva explained. 

Prominent anlong those who attended the function 
were the Governor of IJ.1'. Shri Motilal Vora, the 
Cabinet Secretary Shri Surendra Singh. the Home 
Secretary Shri K. Patim;inabhaiah, the Secretary. 
Personnel Shri P.C. llota a n d  (.he CBI Director 
Shri K. Vijaya Ralna Rao.  

Courtesy : ' ~ i v i i  Services News'. February 1996 
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