
The Dinder Park and Shooting 
Parties in Early Years 

A letter received from an Amcricnn gcritlcman and somc cor- 
rcspondéince relating to a proposa1 by I,oi-cI Kitcliciicr to make it intci 
,I private preserve reveal some intercstiii!: hcts alwut thc I-iistory of 
the Dinder and of shooting parties rit thc l->cggiiiiiin=n; of tlic country. 

The Dinder is now a National Park. Tlir-1.c is n road throu.;h 
it from the railway at Dinder station 10 l<os~*ircs. An airstrip is 
contemplated, rest houses are to be built, ;iiiJ it shr i t i  Id soori be possible 
f i ~ r  anyone who wants to see game to do tlic rouiid trip i : ~  a wcek from 
Khartoum. The end of the war found i l  :I linppy hunting gruünd 
for poachers, with ammunition and riflcs plctitiliil, tiicy wcrc quite 
prepared to figl~t the Police who patrollccl 11ic f ' , irL.  ~Inirnrils wcrc 
slaughtered in thousands, the game bccarnc sliv i i r i t l  linrricd and in 
rinother few years wouId have been wipcd out. Nr i\c. tliiiliks to cncrgctic 
activity by the Blue Nile Province Policc iitidir iIic Icndcrship of the 
Park Warden, poaching has practica1IY ccascd ii1iJ thc game has rc- 
covered extra-ordinarily quickly is agaiii bccorniiig tt;irne, and probabIy 
back to prewar numbers. . 

The Dinder has a long sportins liistory, ;irid p:irtics Iiavc hccn 
going there for shoots from the beginning OI ttic ccritiiry. In thosc 
days the expeditiox-i was made on carnels and ilic ori:;iniz;itioi~ ncccssary 
to prepare it must have been enormous. Hcrc is ;i :;ti~ggcsted trip for a 
shooting trip for Lord Kitchener in 19 I r :. . 

" Port Sudan. An ibex drive could be arrançcd in i Iic nziglibourl~ood, 
if the length of his stay permittecl. If this is warlted he sl-iould 
allow two or three days, and wirc bcl;,t-cli;t~id. 

Jan. 14th. (Rail) Leave Khartoum 8 n.m. iirrivï Scri~inr 6.35 p.m. 
,, r 5th. (Camels) Leave Sennar. Stop niglit iit Allu Nriiim, o ~ i  river. 
,, 14th. (Camels) Abu Naam to S i n p .  
,, 17th. (Camels) Singa to Abu Hashini, ori Uiridcr. 
,, 18th. (Camels) March up to Dindcr, passirig Durraba. 
,, 19th. (Camels) March up Dinder. 
,, 20th. Begin shootign. 

(Here a fortnight rnight be allowcd for slinotin? on thc Dincier 
up  to the Abqfssinian fronticr and brick. Eithcr goiiiç or return- 
ing he might turn off the Diiider at ihc junctioii of the Khor 
Galagu to visit the lagoon of Ras Amer, on march. From 
this point he could, leaving Ras Amer in afternoon or on to 
the Rahad next morning, and follow that up to the frontica, 
returning same way to thc Dinder. Finish shooting on Dinder, 
Say Feb. 3rd., and allow four daYs for getting back to Sennar. 
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Game likeIy to be met with on this Iine : EIephant, Buflalo, 
Hippo, Lion, Leopard, Gixaffe, Koati Antelape, Kudu (near- 
the AbYssinian frontier), Tora Hartebeest, T h g ,  Watlerbuck, 
Reedbuck, Bushbuck, Ariel, Gazelle, Osibi, Warthog, Bustard. 

Feb. 8th. (New Railway) Sennar to Kosti. 
,, 9th. (Steamer) Leave Kosti. 
O p r 0th. I I  Asrivc Rcnk. 
,, 11th. I Z Arrive Jebel Ahrnccf Api. TIVO or threc days 

shooting there and at Meslarri Roni, iwri o r  t l~rce  hours South. 
Gnme Buffalo, Roan, Tiang, Giriiit;, W~trrrbcick, Whitc-carcd 
Csb, with possibility of a fcw ot 1ac.t- :~Iiccics. 

,, r 5th. Arrivz Tawfikia. 
., 16th. ta 20th. Five days  hor ri: 111) t l i r '  L ' r d .  

Girme on Zeref. Waterbuck (vcry gori~l h ~ ~ ~ l s ) ,  \VZ~iic-t-;\nc~l C:iib, 
Tiang, Reedbwck, Roan Antrlopc, (; i~-~iSf[. .  l i o ~ l i : . ~ 4 i i l c ! ,  C;iiztxl l~,  

gnod chance Iion, Hippo, uff dianci. I-Clc*pl i , r ~ i t .  

Ftib, ~ 1 s t .  and zznd. Two days  f;ir viciiiiti. ( 1 1 '  t.,ikc. ho i t ï i ~ l  t i i  g r i  

a short distance up the Bii11r 1.1 C1i;i;.k~l. ' J ' l i i s  1 : ;  t tic' lscst ch,incc* 
of Mrs. Gray's Waterbuck ;iricl I-icsi I ~ . . i c l s  1 II 1L'tiiic. r>,irc*tl I : c i l > .  
Also possibility of Lion ancl 1' lt-Filiq:lit. 

Fcb, ~ 3 r d .  to about March 10th. 01. I 5 r 11. 
Bahr cl GabJ to Gondokoi-(1, nllowirig ; i I ~ i t i i  t t ~ i  cl.iy:; 1; Ir shaitrt iris. 
This could add chance of ;i ccio~l 1 4 : l c * l i l ~ . ~ ~ i t ,  ii IIl.ir-k 'IÇiiino, 
Jackson's Hartebeest, UçancI,i Ç bli ,  etc. ~;UI. I  I l i ~  SLI!:!;~%S! i (  ~s as. 
ts best places on the Bahr CI Jclxl ricc~ irdim: 10 1 0 ~ ~ 1 1  cotirlitions 
can b e  offered later," 

I-Ie evidently enjoyed his trip as in the iollowiiily Ft'2lc.r t <  i Sir 
Rzqinald Wingate dated 3 1st Janiiary from Gondokr 11-r i Ilri :;~iq!:i*sis 
th$ the Upper Dinder be turneci into a privatc prc:icrvc : 

" 1 am so taken with shooting in the Sudan. I iv,iiit 10 iisk ~ O I I  

whether it would be possible to hire a tract of couritry ora the Uppr'1 
Dincler. It ivouId have to be a big piece to look after the game propci.li* 
-some 50 miles by 30 near the Abyssinian frsntier. Of course cini* 

would keep al! rcgulatians forest and game and I woufd take on a certain 
number of people to look after it and be able to get out to rny owli 
shooting in the winters. WouId this be possible ? Mc Murdo tcli:; 
me the country on the Upper Dinder is quite desewted. Could you Ict 
rnz know what the Government would require for such a conccssirir, ? 
T. wotnld then mark on the map the pieçe 1 would take in hand and  pu^ 
up a shooting box and employ men to look after the Game, etc." 

The Game Warden's reply follows :-" 1 am of opinion that it 
mauId be almost impossible for the Government to make this particular 
concession ts Lord Kitchener. 

" Xat more than fifty or sixty miles of the upper Dinder are g o ~ d  
gnme country, and such a concession as is proposed would practically 
mean the whole of this if b ~ t h  banks of the river were included in the 
breadth of thirty miles, os half of it if the concession lay al1 on one side- . . 
of the river. 



" The Dinder is quite our most popular shooting greund, and 
there is no other district so accessible and so well stmked.with game 
which could be opened ta visitors instead of it. At the present moment 
therc are 2 0  or 21 holders of LE. 50 liccnces on this river. T o  make 
it into 3 private resrrve wouId very greatly redaicc the attractiveness. 
of the Sudan to sportsmen in general. 

" While 1 çonsider that ic would hc vcry inndvisilblc to mnke 
t lic pnrticular concession which Loi-d K itcliciicr sisççtist.?;, I think it 
riiight be possible to entertain an altcrnativc ~ropos;iI. Hut I think the 
t i , i c .L  or country applied for should b e  one net i it present open to shootin-! 
I)t~rties, nor a conveniently accessible district wliicli wciuld probabIy 
I J C  opened shortly. A large private rcservc should, if possible, be so 
a crnote that the çlosing of it would not [ici an ;ilipr.cciahlc loss to othes 

I I  sportSmen. 

It shows that at thn t  tirne t h e  were 2 r sportrncn shooting on the 
I)inctc,.i+. I t  must havc been quite a dangcrriui; pliicc.. 1 wonder, who 
riutfittcd al1 these p r t i ê s  and how theS' ;irrringcd, wbo was to shoot 
wherc. Evidently- it was not the Garnc \V;ii-dr*n 3s in another letter 
t r i  H.E. The Governor-General on Lurd I i  ir chctlcr' s pr-opciçal he says 
it is 8 years since he visited that part. 

Earlier in the century 1905 there mcrc stiIl Ulack rhinoceros in 
the Dinder. T d a y  as far as I know thcrc are none North of Bor 
though rumours of a strange beast with a cfr,ver shaped spoor still 
occux in Nasr district. 

A letter £rom Mr. Georze Harrison of Philaclel phin to the Editor 
Sudan Notes and Rtecords which has been passed to me follows :- 

" On Fcbruary 17th 1906, when shooting on tlie Dinder River, 
1 saw two Black Rhinos. These were the only ones 1 saw on a shooting 
trip to the Abyssinian border and back. Nor did 1 see any other spoor 
of Rhinos. I saw them near a place my mcn called 171 Abiat. At 
that tirne there were no villages above Abu Hiishim. But a more 
intereshg facé about this animal \va5 the so called " discovery " of 
the White Rhino on the Upper Nile by Major St. Hill Gibsons in 1900. 
1 have often wondesecl why no notice was takcn of its discovery by 
Spekc and Grant in 1862. On page 328 of the Journal of the Royal 
Geoçraphiçal Society for 1872 there is ari account hy Lt. Colonel J.A. 
Grant of the White Rhino on the Igpper Nile. Among the anlnals. 
listcd by him is : 

" Rhinoceros Sirnus (Birrchel1)-the white two- hsxned Rhinoceros 
is found in Karagweb where several specirnens were shot. 
It is larger than the bicorios. J. H. S .  (John Hanning Speke) 
the enormous l e n ~ t h  of the first horn, the flat and non- 
prehensile upper lip and the clifference in the ski11 distinguish 
this animal at once, but i t  is rare in cornparison to the 
other," 



" Altheugh Speke and Grant were only a short tirne with Sir 
Samuel Baker at Gondokoro, one would think that for a few minutes 
ai least the talk wauld turn to Big Crame, for Speke was a famous shikari. 
But stranger still is that no one çoing to the Upper Nile took the trouble 
t.0 read up " on its ressurces. 

" Perhaps this may bc of intci-csi." 
Apart: frum his Dinder informiit ic iri Mt-. Harrison's rcmarks 

on the discovery of the Whitc Rhino ;arc8 i ~ l s r i  of ititercst. 
Tn view of the irecent discovery of thcb IIliick Rhitlo on the West 

bank one wonderç if there were hlack as ~ v r l i  ;ts Whitc there iri Speke 
and Bakers' days. There must 1x2 n wcirl t l i  r 11' Ili!! kr,inic histcivy liidden 
away in old files and the mernories oC spii i . thrni~-ia wl-io visitrcl this 
country in the early years of the ceritury. 




