
Page 1 of 1 

ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY OF TRAVEL 

S I A M  

THE LAND OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT 

AS /T W A S  AND IS 

COMPILED Ah'D XRkAYGED BY 

G E O R G E  B. BACON 

IlfLVlSELI X\. 

FREDERICK WELLS WILLIAX6 

NE\%' Y YORK 

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS 
1 3 2  



Page 1 of 1 

CIIA I'TEI', S V I I .  

rsl-ietice nf n r~ i t r i n l  ant1 rcgctntble lifc wit11 
w!~icli t l ~ c  tropics cvcl*y\i.Itc~.c nboo~id are in THE 

Sintrr almost iirnt~tr~cl.:~tle. Fl.olri t l ~ c  gitrsirtic ele- 
pl~rrr~t srld 1.11irroce1.0~ i t1  Ll~c j ~ ~ ~ l g l c  to tilu patty 111os- 
quitoes tliat infest tltc d\ve!lir~p aud ~lrulest tile slu~rl- 
k1.s of tile cr~)\rdcd city; frolil the gigalltic lrlclian 
fig-trw to tlic tiniest gnrden-blossottl, r t r t  ~ltrl6st illfill- 
ire 11i~crsity of life H I I ~  ~ I O I V ~ ~  irlvites ntte~~tion. 
Tlto \cork of wicntific obser-v~rtion alltl clnssificiition 
li;ts becn, na ye!, olilp \.cry i ~ ~ ~ p e r f c c t l y  ~ C C O I I I ~ J ~ ~ S ~ I ~ ~ .  

Ntrcl~ 1 1 ~ s  bccn done by t l ~ c  ~~~issionarics, e~pc~in l ly  
t~ Dr. 11011m of the A lilcric;~n I'i-csly-tc~*iiin Jlission, 
\v110 is a cotrlpetent and scic~~tific c~~scI'\'cI'. &111d t l ~ o  
Ia~uul~tcd Noullot, gatllored rnst srld vslu:~blo collec- 
tiotrs in t l ~ c  nl~nost nncxplo~~cd ~vgiona to wllicl~ he 
pcl~ctl.:ttcd. 1:11t no do~tbt tlrcrc arc still inldiseove~*ed 
t1.casul.c~ of which rrlcri of scierice will presently l t ~ j  
I~old. 

" Elcpl~nnta," hnyx Tltrwl-ing, '' arc nl)~~ndnnt i r~  t l ~ c  
fo rcs t~  of Sia~rt, 811~1 grow winetimes to t l ~ c  Iicigitt of 
trvelvc or tl~irteea fcct. Tiic IlnLile of tllc elcj~L:~i~t  
stet. gr.c;gariot~s; but tl~ougll 11c does not willi~rgly nt- 
tack u man, 11e is uvoitlcd as d:ingerous ; and IL troop 
of eIeplrants will, whcr~ goiug dowri to a river to Jriuk, 
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fight, if I ~nistska ]lot, au army of giants. U'itli orle 
kick lit: split 3 rno[~otirit~ i n  two, n~rd rcpurt goes 
that Irc tillislled tllc IV:LI. \vitL honor. 

" 'l'l~e Si.lt~esc Illit-c: rrloro rcspcct for n-]rite sni- 
11131s t113u for tlrosc of any ot l~cr  color, Tiley &:I? 

that \vlle:l u talnpoir~ ~tiects a wllite cuclc he salutes 
11itr1-31; ho;lor 1;e \vi l l  ]lot p:ijl a ~ I - ~ I I C C . "  

r . I'lgclv we alullcl;\llt i n  the jur~glc, ~ I I C  are mora 
freqi~ontlg dangerous to otller ntii~onls, Loth wild tirrd 
domcstii:, tliau to mcn. Tile rI~i:lwc~.us, tile bufl;ilo, 
~ C J I - S ,  wild p i g ,  dccr, gnzc!lc%.;, nr~d utller starrllcr 
n ~ i i t r r i ~ l a  ir~h:tbit t l ~ c  flll'cbtd. 31or i I ;~~s  arc :il)lind~~lt. 
11, C~ilt~l,odi.r J l u t ~ l i o ~  lu111td sevt::*:il new sl~cclies. 
A : I ~  tlrc or;ulg-ont:irig is foi1r1(1 OTI t l~( :  hfiiliv:~:~ ~ C I I -  

I .  \:;rriottj S ~ C C ~ O Y  of cats, 81ld a111011g tl~elli 
tnillcss cats like tilosc of Japan, arc nlao to bc fooncl. 
I:~itu 31% sbundn~it, fiornc of tlrerri mid to be tlerrrly 
3s largu as a cat. Tl~cy  HI'Q fo:d of d\vc?lli:tg rr111o11g 
tile trces of the te111p1c-grcrn11d3, X I I ~  i'nl!fgoix E;~JS 

(but i t  ficcms that llrc good Gisl~op rnltfit ttsrc orer- 
~ h t e d  the case, ss othell travclicrs havc failcd to 
l~otice such a phc-rto:~~eltut~) that 'b  at rtigllt they 1tn11~ 
over t110 citt of I::111gl;ok like n d c ~ ~ s u  Il:~tbr clolid, 
whioll :rpy)c:irs to bc Icitgl~cs in lc~lgtll." 

I?irds nrc aLt~tlJnt~t, arid often of great size i~rld 
bc3lity ; solne of tllelll sweet bil lg~l '~,  801116! Of tllclll 
sliilf~tl ~r~in~ics ,  w~nu of tI~eln nscful nu scnve~igcrs. 
Pcn~ocks, parrots, pnrroquets, Cl'o\Vr?, j . 1 ~ 3 ,  pige0110, 
i t t  grent ~~nrnbcrs aad variety, in1r:ibit 1110 forest 
tt'ecl;. 

1Vii:rt Llle elcplla~lt is in the forcst, the crocodile 
ia ill t11o r i rer~,  tho king of creeping tl~il~ga. Tile 
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