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CHAPTER 1I

JUNGLE LIFE

Hunting on foot—River pig-sticking—The Faring—Various traps—The
jerat, a trap for small animals—An Iban device—How the Klemantans
catch the ground-pigeon—Gathering jungle produce—Profit and
pleasure combined on long expeditions—Gutta-percha—Wild rubber
from a creeper—Para rubber—Honourable policy of Sarawak Govern-
ment—Camphor : its collection an ancient pursuit marked by super-
stition—The rattan palm—Honey and beeswax—Wild honey from
the tapang tree—Smoking out the bees—Vegetable tallow and wild
sago—Edible nests.

MosT of the Bornean peoples are, at least partially,
hunters, since they breed no animals, except the pig and
fowl, for the table; while such tribes as the Punans rely
almost exclusively on their powers as shikaris.

The wild pig is the principal object of the chase, but
deer of several species are also hunted. The largest of
these is rather bigger than the English fallow deer; the
smallest is the mouse deer, standing only about thirteen

- cinches at the shoulder; intermediate in size is the muntjac

| or barking deer. ‘There are also small herds of wild cattle,

a small rhinoceros, large lizards, various apes and monkeys,
a' large porcupine, and many small mammals, such as
otters, bear-cats, civet-cats, and squirrels of various species,
all of which are hunted for their flesh, as well as several
birds. The tiger-cat and the honey-bear are hunted for
their skins and teeth, and the dried gall-bladder of the
bear is sold for medicine to the Chinese.

The pig and deer are hunted on foot by parties of
men with a pack of four or five dogs. The dogs, having
found the trail, chase the pig until he turns on them.

They then surround the pig, barking and yelping, and
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