
'l'lzo uttter stillnc~,.; :~11cl ~ a s t n e s ~  of orerytliing 
contl.;xst strongly rcitli one's o i ~ n  insignificance. 

For :L conple of liolirs 1 Ilacl nf:iitecl, occasionally 
r11:111qilig ~ )os i I~ io~~  1 0  (YI,SI: i,11c ( * l ~ : ~ , ~ ~ i l ~ i ~ i g  of 1 1 1 ) ~  

l i l s .  "ll:rer~'Ll~i~l,n co~lles to him \I-110 w;~ils," 
;lutl a t  last, o \  c17 ;I 1.oc.1~ lq -ond ,  npl~enrecl the 

. . 
lion, g.tsn(l n:~lly iV1s1i1g t o  l c .  l u  the 
clim light 116 al~!~enrecl i i ionstro~~s :Is 1 1 ~  stootl, 
cl l r?sl  l'ull o n ;  all11 t l l ~ l ~ ,  ;IS l ~ e  g:::ive v ~ t l t  t o  9, 

souorons roar, m-11ic.h eclloed aacl re-eclloeti frolti 
roclr to  ~.ocl;, 1111. rll'ect, \\-:IS g~':tn(l, :111(1 1)eyoncl 
I l)o\vcl. ol' csl)resbioii. I t  is iintlei. s ~ ~ c l l  
c:il*cuuistnnccs &S tllesc that you sec tlie lion a t  
llis best. Night-tii~ie is his day, ailcl in tlle 
snnligllt he is more or  less :it n clis:~clvant,zge. 
He mnht hnvc stoocl a fill1 l l ~ i l l ~ ~ t e  lilio this; n 
sort temptntion t o  lile t o  fire, :~11il I 1)cliere 1 
s l~o~t l t l  I~i t .vs  liillccl lii~zl , ~ t ~ o i ~ o  dencl 1ii~;l  1 tloile 
so. 1I:~ving :11q1:~rcntly sntisficcl l~imself thnt  
tllillgs were all right, lie walke(1 leisurely clowil 
t o  llis p1-ej-, and aqain .uttering a ].oar, stoocl 
f:~cillg mt.. This time l clid iiot llesit:~te, 11ut 
l~ l l l i ng  I,ot,l~ 1 ):I 1.1.cls i1c:~1.1y s i t nu l t aueo~~~ly ,  p ~ i t  
I~ot l i  chnrges into lzis cho,t, ancl the lion fell forrvnrci 
alnlost \\.itohout n. soauci. For n few iiioluents lle 
lily aI,sol~~tely  notionl less: then sotile conrnlsive 
iiioremet~ts of' tqlie l~iilder li~libs, : ~ ~ i r l  all \r:w still, 
as i t  11:~cl berlll Imt'ore he ulncls his :tl)pe:18v;lnce. 

TS. 

I-IOTV I SIIOT MY RIlTNocr'.lR(jss;s. 



r l  l IIE white, or hcln:lrc-iiosctl 1.1~inocc~ros (l2lti/iocr/*o,u 

sitric(si, fnnl1c1-ly SO l~lent~if i~l ,  hils been 1)r:lcti- 
c : ~ , l l ~  oslcl.l~iiil:~le~l soutli of tlic %:~lill,csi, r~nlcss 
i t  Innj- 1)o spnring1~- f'onnd in sowe isolatctl t,r:tc.ls 
ill t,llc sol~CI~-c;~st~. '1'Iro I~ln(*li sl~c~cics, tqoo, II:IS 
ljcen so Iin,t~ra.ssecl tllnt it i l ~ i ~ y  l)t! consitlered rnre 
in Sontli i2fric8;\, proller. Now:lcl;\ys it is gellr- 

r;~,llv l l ~ c  C O L I L I ~ L ' ~ ( L S  c1ul)l)erl " l ~ e s t  l lul~. l i~~g" \vliicl~ 
get the o~isl :~ught  of tlre ~por t su l :~n ,  wliilst ot11cl.s 
are passed oyer l~ecnusc the ~~i~obnl~i l i t i cs  of n 
large bag itre small. So i~luch tl1le bett4er for 
the n;~,tnralist, \v110 the11 11:~s: :~11 opporlnl~ity of 
studying the habits of tlia fan11:t nnclel. less txying 
contlitions t l l i ~ l i  tqllnt of' ci~tcliing :L glin~lwc of a n  

;~niln:~,l in the elida11i:o : L ~ I C ~  t,llen l1:1ving to gz~llol) 
it clo\v11. OS caourse, it is :~clruo~vlcclgccl 1':~ct 
tallat many of tlie I l /u~/r lcr f~r ,  witliout beiiig strictly 
migratory. :we l)leutiful in ;I clist,~.ict Sot. :L timc, 
ant1 t l ~ e n  niny ]lot bc illol nil11 :~g:~ili for illolltlls 
or even years. nrhcn t4110y rcn1)pe;~r in lil~ge 11~11- 

h r s .  Talte t h e  elephant, for inst:cnce : tlle elancl 
also travels long dist:\nccs for cllxnge of; or ('or 
favourite footl. Su  also with tho rhinoceros. 
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nc;tt-(:l. I,o 1 1 1 ( b  r i v c ~  ill  or(lcr to  ~ e l  the wind 
:I poiilt or two more ill my f:tvour, :tntl ~vorldn? 
fro111 clnll~l) to  clutllp of' thorn 1)ushes ;LS ol)por- 
tliiiity h~rr(l(1,  i l l  tltis ~I~ : I I I I IOI .  gct,t,itlg illto :I hit 
of' I>nsll ;~l,otlt tivcnt!. l~ncc-; fro111 11~11el.r? the 
rhiilocrsoies \yere I'cerlillg. I lelse, I io~\~crer ,  t 11ei1. 
Iiec111 hellhe of Ilenriiig soon tlihc.ovc1l*c:cl so1lletliiuc, 
an11 t110,v ce:~sed eatill:. Iooliing rvistfully in 
evc1.y tlircction ~v i th  t l~ui r  little t\vilil;ling cych. 
Tlle \yenpoll l nT:~u nsinc rvns n I (1-bore 111uzzle- 
lon~l(>r ,  tbr r\?liicli I 1i:111 ~ ~ V P I I  : I  A 1 0  ]lot c at, 
Y: \~pl l i ln '~  i11 thc Str:~nrl. 'l'liis riltc: 11nd gtsent 
suni~sliing l)o\vc>r. nlltl iIs n Iiillei. i\lonlrl C O I ~ ~ ~ ) : ~ T O  
f r t ~ o ~ l r a l ~ l y  wit11 e l :~ l~or :~ te  1noclei.n ioeapolis. 
TT'llcn n rhiuoceroh d o ~ s  ~11:il.ge he is by no 
nle;liis p;irtic~llnr :i,t l ~ l l n t ,  I>eiiig so nanr-sightqed 
t h : ~ t  the lllost co~lsl,icnons ol~ject gets the 011- 
1 : 1 i l 1 t .  A t  I lle s:lnic t,i~nc T must sa,y t4110y :we 
nsnally niost inoft'e~~bive :~niluals, n ~ ~ c l  even \ ~ l l e n  
~\:oul~cltcl \rill, :LS :L rule, get o u t  of Ll~c way if 
they can. 

Jne \voultl imagine t,liat with :L huge I~enst 
like this it ~vonlcl 110 rcl1.y ca.;y to p l n ~ ~ t  :L 11ullet 
in :L innnner sure to I)e etfecti~e. This is by 
no mealls tllo cn.90, ancl it took consiclerntion 
I~efore I settlecl on the exact s l~o t  a t  n-hicll t o  
fire. ' l ' 1 1 ~  br:~iil-pa~t is so sni:~ll, a1111 t l i ~  a ~ ~ ~ o ~ i i l t  
of Imne surrounding i t  so great, that, ~ulless 



Sroru very near, i t  is n 11:lngcrons shot to give, 
nnil n good Bnowleclge of tlie creature's ul~ntomy 
is aecessarj-. l-I:tlf-way clown the necli, to c:~tcl~ 
the ve~tebrre, ib  a good place if you c;in ma.1rc 
sure of 11jttiilg. B ~ i t  111ro1igl~ bl~e 111ngs is the 
sl1ot j)co. o , I ~ c P / / ( ~ ~ I c P ,  :IUCI 11:~s t41ie ntlvn111:rgo o f  

offcring a 1:~rger an~fncc. 1 ~nyself prefer this 
sl~o(; to ;1,111iost ; L I I ~  ot Oer, :111iI a t  :l,ny ~ ; ~ I I I O ,  ;tlltl 
l tl~illli a, great mauy o t h e ~  hunters doso. too. 
So Lnlrilig ::t stc;atly :i,i~u :11: tlic l):l,(;lr of tllc 

slloulcler of the 11e:~l.e~ rhinocel-os I firecl, and 
tlia great 1)e:tst 1111.cliecl ovo~.  :ig:iinst, his co111p:l- 
1 0 l l '  0 1 1 1  0 l 0 1 1 1 .  [ [C ,  

lio~vever., rec~ov~rrtl liiniself ancl ~c~ t~~ lpe rec l  nf%cr 
his fello~v, but callle to a btop t~ft!cr going three 
or four hnuclrecl yarcl~, uviric~ltlj I<ibouring heavily 

for breath. After ~~eloncling, I ~ollowed, :m1 :IS 

I npl)roaclied lle half l*:tisecl llis l~cacl ilntl then 
with :l11 :b~igry grilili4 111n1lc n groggy cI~:LY~o,  
~vllicll I l~ntl lil,Llo tlificl~lty in :troitling, :~ltl~ougll 
my 11orso was very restive? having, : ~ t  any rate 
since'he liar1 been in 1-11~ 1)0ssessi011, llever heell 
sucli an animal. Tlle rhinoceros, on miss i~~g 
1110, cnnie gr;~~lu:~lly tc) n st;:~ntl, :1,11d L11 ~*iie tl 
agnin, but lie .tvm blcerling [reely botll froill 
the vouncl ailcl from his sostrils ; ailcl 1)nt for 
1)utting hi111 out of his misery, 01. possiLly a r e ~ t -  
iilg all ;iccideat4, I llncl lia41f n lllilld to let hiin 

3 



cli(j :IS sl,ootl. I n'isllc(1 :~l'lo~*\.\~;~l'tls i l ~ i ~ t  1 

llnd clone tliis nnd savecl ;I good deal of tror~l)lc. 
But instead, I gave him :lnother shot, 011 receir- 

illg \\chic11 be i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l e c l i n t c l y  set OR a t  sucll :L 

galloll nnd a t  so iluiclr :L pace t,11:1t 1 ~ O I I I I ~  it 
t l i [ \ ~ c ~ , l l l ~  t.,o Ii(,(:l) I I ~ ~ : I I *  Ili111, li,igl~i, ~I,IIP~III 1 1 0  \ Y ( > I I ~ I  

;LS if 110 \\.ere blincl. tlurnugh brwh m~cl olwn 
j ~ ~ ~ t ,  t,l~u s:lllle ; b u t  wl~ilst, 11is 11cn1). ~ ~ : ~ r c n s s  
cl.aslled t , l i ron~h ev~rvtll i l lg :.S if tlierc were 
not l~ ing  to  i~nl~rc l r  Ilini, it complet,ely t11rc.n. me 
out;. 11e nlntlr: sti.:iighl. tIo\vn to tlie ~ ~ i v c ~ . ,  ancl 
I ul:ln:igetl t,o cntcli ;L g1iml)sc ol' lli~ll ;1li(l 
il,g:lil I ,  tlllt,il 11e got to Ll~e t l l ieli~r 1)clt 01' t;imbe~' 
n ~ n ~ ~ i n p  ininlediatcly nlongaide it*: I t l ~ o ~ ~ g l i t  l 
hen~.tl tlic plunge llc mndc into the water, too. 

Socm I ~~lnnag:.etl to rencll the r i~cr -~ ic lo ,  ancl, 

fastening lily horhe t o  a tree. rr:~l%ed dovn till 
I f~ ,u~ i l l  tlie slmt \\qlicre t l ~ e  1.11inoc:crou ll:ld d.rnclc 
tllc ~vxtcr .  I coulcl, I ~ O T I ~ C V C ~ ,  sco ~ lo t l l i l~g  of 1iii11, 
nlltl c :~inc t o  the conclusic~il t h :~ t  he lllust 1l:lro 
a\\rLll1l ;~.c.ross t o  t l ~ o  ol)l~trsitu sitlo, or else clied 
and s~lnl i  to  the  bottom. Fro111 t4he clisturbcd 
:illd 1,loilrly state of tllo nf :~ ter ,  tngetller \t7ith the 
l )~~l>l~l t?s  co~~ t i l i~ i :~ l ly  rising, l \ T ~ : I ~  l ~ r e t ty  certain 
tlrnt lle 11:d gone down ; and, ns tllcse signs 
so011 disnppcarecl, leaving the slirlace as  uilrofIIcd 
as  nsnnl, there \r:ls nothing else to do but t o  
:lllow tinic [or t l ~ o  rising ol' tlic carc:iss. I had 

I I P ~ C I *  ~ ( ~ t 7 1 i  or  11~\:1rcl of' :l 1-11 ilro~*eros 11,viug ~ I I  

this ~v;i.y, but I~ippopotnmi : ~ l n ~ ; ~ j - s  sink nrlleii 
liillecl in t l ~ e  \vlt,er? ~ . c l i ~ i ~ i l ~ i l ~ g  1)elonr fbl. 111nnj~ 
I~ours,  :~ccorclillg to \v l~c l l~er  t l l ~ y  1)e in a. fat or 
l r ~ ~ i i  coi~(litioii. As 'I (lit1 not iln;~zinc 11e n.o111(l 
110:11 I)cl;~l*c I111.co 01. [our I I O U L . ~  n l  Icnst 11:1(1 
e l i ~ ~ w c l .  1 rode bncl; for assistnncc. 011 t 1 1 ~  jvay 
l 111ct so111c: hns l~n~cn,  \\.llo l1;11l  zoi \\ i 1 1 ( 1  OS I I I J ~  

cloiuqs. I toltl tl1e111 to go nncl \vatcl1 for 
t l ~ c  rising uf tile 1)oclj : ~ n d  t11:lt 111ej 1-011ltl l l :~ve 
i l ~ e  meal, 11uL were to lcare the Iiorus n n t o ~ ~ c l ~ e ~ l  
atlcl I ~ ~ ~ o u l c l  chol) thcni out 111vse1f. I retnrnctl 
to  the \\r:iggon :1,11(1 scii t Tlol) :I i'1,er t l l c  111 to ~ c \ c  
t h a t  my instrnctions \rere cnrriecl out. :tnd theil, 
after sonic slight refresllinent, I \vent to  t l ~ e  
spot ~ ~ - 1 ~ c r e  I hncl f I-st met TT-it11 tlie rhinoceroses, 
to  see i f  I coulcl not t:~lre 111) tile q ~ n o r  of tlie 
ono rrhicll I1:tcl got. n,J\r:ly. 

After follo1\7ing for :L c*ouplo ol' lniles, tllc 1)11sll 
l~ecnme t41iiclcci., i111c1 I 11:1lf ~~isl iccl  I I~ml colno 
on foot, Sor I cl;~rccl ilnt lcnre 111y llo~+se f:tstcue(l 
up Tor long. out of siplit, or ~roulcl 1i:t~e dis- 
n~ouiltetl : ~ n d  gono oil I)y ~nj.s~blf. I I,l~crc$fi)~.o 
1)1*0ceedeil ns \\re11 :IS I c,oulcl, :l1111 under no sligllt 
rliflicnltics. I clon't thinlc \re could possil)ly have 
got through, but  that  the rhinoceros 11:1(1 opcneil 
1111 n killcl of liuie by s1n:tshing ererjtliiny before 
1ii111. (:lac1 I w:.ns .irlicn tlle 1)usli 1)ettnnle less 



clcl~so ; 110 11:ltl Il:~lt(vl 011 i'e:~cliiiig L110 open, 
nl~cl liacl torn "1) tlie ground nritli liis horn for 
severnl yurils :lronl~cl :~ncl tlleil gone on a t  :L rvalli. 
So I c-nutiousl~~ rcconnoitrccl. ,111st at tllis nlolucnt, 
tlireo lioo~l(>o bnlls cl:~slie~l l,;~st ;L l i  ttlc nlicncl of 
me. but tlrcy gi1i.e l-nc 110 cll:lnce oi' n s l ~ o t ~ ,  eve11 
it '  T I1:1(1 llot now ni:~cle u p  my inind to j~osscss 
the film horns of tile rl~inoceros, t l ~ o  nntcriol. 
one of ~ ~ h i c l i  loolced to  he almost two f'ect in 
I r n ~ t l l ,  \\*llilst 111~ otller clitl 11ut : I I I ~ ) ~ : I I *  so vct.jr 
mnc,li sl~ortor,  wllicli is nnusunl. 1 no1v cn~iglit 
sight, of llitn, rntlier to nlj- nstoiii.shmcnt. :l'; T 
clicl not; oxpcct. after tlie liootl()og gnllol)inly p:~st ,  
to  1t:lve sceli llitil jnst yet. FTe u7n3 st:11irlii1g 
 inc cl er a thorn bush. almost liiclclen from me bj- 
thicli brush. His s~na l l  ears were flapping, xiicl 
I ronlil sec llis 11cncl was lleltl on one side in 311 

:~ttitncle of :~ttention. Before. n-llen I hncl collie 

npoli them, I lint1 not noticed thc B ~ r l d n g n s  or 
~*lii~ic)ce~.r )s-bi~.cls, t~llongll cloubl,less thcy \lrore i l l  

iattenilali~e; but i i o ~ r  secern1 c ~ f  these l~ircls, re- 
iiiinding oiie some~vlint of the inissel thlnsh of 
1Cng1:111~1, wcrc oocifel.:~ t,ing nro11uc1 :~ud cnr1e:~vour- 
ilig to I,l.ing their I111g.e col~ll,:~~lion to  n serise of 

his clanger. For some reason he rlicl not tslro 

:lny uotice. T snpposc t l ~ e v  ninst l i a ~ e  follo~red 
llini ove~.hen(l, for I tlou't scc liow tlley coiilcl 
ha re  clone so tllrougli tlie unclergronrtll. 

I'e(~liny my clinllces of :I sliol del)ea(le(l 011 my 
looliillg slinl.p, 1 ti,otte(l cluiclily 111) to  \vliere Ile 
\\':is stnntliag :illcl lirctl as so011 :LS 1 coulil get, 
:a sight a t  his shorll(1er. \\*it11 :L snort 11e rllshed 
fbl.\r:ilrl :I few jr;n.ds, ant1 stood, loolring s1,itefully 
~ ' I ' O I J I  side to side. 1 (*o~il(l Scol n~jr I I O I * S I ?  i iv~l l -  
])ling bct\veen 1113 linees, but he rlicl iiot otlier\visc 
nlovc, an11 1 supl~ose 111y I,nclrgron~ld of 1)ruull 
111*eveu ted the 1.1liuoccros fi.0111 c:~tcliing a tleliliito 
siglit of 11s i t 1  his (~oliTusc(1 st,:~te. I tl~et-c:fi~ro 
lot hiln llnre tlic otliet. b:~rrel,  and lle fell f i~r-  
~v:lrtl. getting u p  ag:~in iliin~crli:ttely, Ilo~vevel*, 
l o i  t g t  1 1  : ~ t  l l ln  l i l c f ~  :L I I : I ~ [ ~ I * ~ I I ~  
IYI In. MJ gill1 \\':IS nonr ctnil) tj. :111cl lily 11c)l~se 
l~ecnirie very nnr~zly; but I e~i~clccl liis rnsli nncl 
g:tllolw~l ~icross t n  iho othc.1. C O I ~ P I .  3,s the rliiuo- 
ceros crnul~ecl he:tdlo~lg into tliat I llncl Icft. 
Owe out of sight 1 lo:iclecl as qniclrly :is ~,ossil)le. 
lxitting tt\vcr 1)11llet.s into 1113' IcFt, b:11*rel. I \\-nu 

~l(al)i~.t,ing 11orr l o  I t ~ r s t .  for 1 co~llcl 11o:ll. 1115. 
fisiend ralnpaging :iround i l l  the tl~icliet, ~vlrell 
lie -suclclenly eaiei.gec1, loolii~~g, ho\\?ercr, rcq. 
sick; nncl, iiftol. st :~~l(li l lg st,:tri~lg nl~ont Iiiu11 for 
n few ~uinntes, Iic clnictly I:ty down. 'I'l~is IKLS 

r:~lllel. perl~lesillg. It  ~nigllt  ~,i+ol~nl)ly nlenn tha t  
1113 11oire. B l ~ t  \\.:IS 11ot IJV :llly IIIP:IIIS 

certain nbont the nccur:~cy of mp two shots, for 
they llnd been firecl from tlie 1)acl; of :L restive 



11orse. I?esicles, his ears li01rt il:~l~pi~ij;., ;LS if his 
SCI IWH \\'ore still OII  .(,lie i11cl.t. 

1 \viz$ mnch too f,ir nwny for fiising safely, SO 
r got r11y liorso it1 ll:~iic[ : L ~ L I  si$:~rto(l i,ow:~r~ls 
l g .  ,-\S I 11;1(1 half' ailticipnterl, nil lle 
got, as 1li1nl)ly :LS if his vast bocly more no 
~\leiglil to spealc of, ancl, ~ v i  l11 i L  vicions sllalio 
ol' liis lic,irl, c8:lnle c:ll:a~.ging i~t,  ns oncc illore. 
1 l lnt l ,  l~c~\\rc!ver, go1 I ) I ~  llorsc nlore un~lcr  
romm:tu(l, wiicl, \rllccling just in tilne, I gaTe 
l~iiil tlle (1oul)le b~illct cli:~rgc : ~ t  closo ~jllxrlers 
ns lie passecl me, this time catching 1ii1n i11 tho 
1.ig1lt placc, 1.olli11g 11i11i o.rro~. in .sucll ;I 1n:inucr 
that  11e \v.vns p t~s t  retu~-nilig to tlre attack. He 
\v:ls, ho~ve\7er, not yet clend; :~ncl I w n s  cow- 
pellet1 to put Iiiul out of l l ih  niisery tvitll :& ball 
t l~rough tlle I~r i~ia .  l nicasnl-e(l his horns wit11 
lily little tape, and f'o1111~1 the longer one to be 
t ~ v e n t ~  iilclles in length round the curve, nild 
tlie post4erior one sevei~teeii and :I, half inclles. 
'l'lie longest hlaolc r1iinocel.o~ 1101.11 I ]lad seen 
l~efore 1i:id a Icugtl~ of twcnty-live inches. '1'11s 
so-c:illecl \\rl~itc sl)ccics, of' corlrso, a~rriorl iliucl~ 
iollgw 11as:il nl,encl;ges, f'roni I llreo to  fbur feet 
being soinetilllcs recordecl, aucl even louger. 
There IV;IR not,liing IIOIV to ilo l ~ l t  to  leave him 
:IS he 1:~y 1111til ucst ilny, so 1 took tlic 1 , ~ ~ c l i  
tr i~il  C I O \ \ ~ I ~  to tile river, w1lel.c I foui~cl t11o 

l>uslimen . 1i:icl alroncly clraggeil the rhinuceros 
oil too llic sllclvilig 1):1,11li :ilid \\TI.O I J I I S Y  to 
their Iienrts' content. I 1101~ set to  norlc aild 
cllol)l)etl o i ~ t  tllc Iio~*ns. rl'llc*y \\rrhrel 11o\\~ove1-, 
consiclerithly loss than tllose of tlie one I hucl 
just liilled, it being, n younger hull ;incl n, smaller 
nninlal a1 togcthcr. 'I'alring one thing ~vit~li nnot~her, 
this Il;l,d IIecn :L tvlrrnl~ly still' (1:ly'a wot.li, ;~ncl 
1 \v:is llot sorry t40 get 1~:ick :~g:iill 10 tlie 
waggon, nncl, iaft,cr n he:wty ~llenl of koodoo 
sle:~li, lo  seeli lily I~li~llliet, t o  tlre:l111 of cliarg- 
ing rhinoceroses and snn(lrg exciting incidcnt~s, 
ulorc inlngin:~sy lllail real, h~~cll  as too 1le;1l.tty 
np~lication to ratller heavy nutriment, ~voulcl be 
: i l~ t  to il~(lnc.s \\.lien t$ibl\en jr~sl  1~uf'ul.e tIlcnling 
in.  'l'liell, :ig:tin, I \vantocl to be nbont :tt li~.st 
cl:i1\~11, CO ntte~ltl to the sliill of lhc busti~rtl, 
I-vhiclz really ought to hnve bee11 seen to  there 
ancl then. 




