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CHAPIER VI

Tom a1d [ antc~tain tie chivf with the gawe of hat boiled beans—1 turn achoc
nnster—Qur hozsa oo the hill =We exnjoy o lunyg spell of goul luck—TLowering
clunda—The detaila of w toerible conasimcy---Breulos alicad !

".}OR all the krowledge, however, the chinf and his people were
> likely to derivo a4 to the art of wrting by strply watehing

\5?’:() the passae of our correspondencs, they might us well have

'A)‘ stared at a sound egg in hopes of penebrating the mysterics
% of thy growth of the chick within; it -happened, therefore,

;

thnt, by the time the exclapge of ek notes had eoutinued fur teu
Minutes or so, the chief begnn to yawn and cshibit signs of impa
tg, pushing away the last nofs which was submitted to him with
% gesture which plainly implied bis growing suspicion that we were
f‘,}(’“hg hien,

==

[3)
25

“To allow his suspicion o continne was fo let his fuvour caol, yet
lf‘m" to reassare him scemed to me the most diflicult thing in the
workl, S‘nddc:dy, however, my good geniua put into my head an idee
- which T resolved Lo nclb instuntly,  Yirst warning Tom as to whae 1
was about 1o do, I taok from my arm one of the six gold rings, and
Placing it in the hands of Anakraja, made him understand that he was
o ceneeal it wlore he chose, I meanwhile turning away so that T
might not sce, bat Tom looking on, und ussisting me to discover the

Whercabouts of the hidden ring by means of a few words writlen on o

- Diceo of Lurk, In fact, it wax nothing but the old Euglish gawo of

“lot boiled bewns’ bunphlu,d by the huntur ’Junb informed where the
:ﬁ-m'! l'ﬂr

Ridiculons as it was, however, it captirated ﬁwnr ignorant minds
ot once; and uo sooner had Anakruja expluined to tha chief the
Wiracle 1 was about o attempt thun the old fellow brighleued up
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could we bave spied a ship of any sort within swimming distance, we
would cheerfully have turned our backs on Magindane and the fair
pruspect it offered, and, leaving our ringy, and onr necklaces, and onr
raiment of costly fur, and every other present we had received on the
shore, swum naked away.

Not that wo were for the preseat at all depressed becanse no thip
came to relieve ns, Wo had suddenly grown to be individuals of
importance, honoured by the clief, and with the scrvices of his
slaves nt onr command.  Wo resolved thut onr house should bo after
the English pattern—that is, as far as our ingennily woold serve.
On the summit of the hill we planned the building, and round about
it, stretching about forty yards cither way, wo had the gronnd cleared,
and fenced, and an outhonss built for our poultry, snd an enclosure for
our goats and bullocks, and a sty for our hogs; for Ribat Bungat was
kind enough to give us permission to seleet soch ponltry and animals
as we right desire from bis own stock, which, by-the-by, in reality
meant the entire prodace of the island, We ghonld have liked to
have adided u horse, or at least an nss or a mnle, to our cstablishiment,
bat such animals are unknownin this region, as is likewise tho dog,  This
latter fuct rather alurmed us when first wo wero informed of ik, ag, from
the little we had seen of the gloomy woods, we imagined that they
maust be inhabited by lions and bears, and that, without the warning
voice of n dog, we should some night be attacked by a troop of fero.
cioms animals, who at the least would devastate our gont-pens and
pigsties, even if they failed to penetrate to our house and devour us
alsn; brtto our satisfaction we were, with troth, informed that wcither
the lion nor the tiger, nor, indeed, nny of the larger breed of the feline
&pecies, were known at Magindano. Neither could we hear that a
wolf, or o bear, or a fox had ever been seen on tho island, In the
forests are found the rhinoceros,or * bodok,” as these people call hine,
and the stag and the buflale, also such “small deer” as the rabbit and
the monse, and the rat.  Nor must I forget to mention the onrang-
outany, the * wild man of the woods ”; indeed, it wonld be nncivil not
to make mention of a beast who, on our first attempts at scttlement
treated us with marked attention, rooting up our fences, and devasta-
ting our sprouting erops and beans, and cucumbers, and strangling
our fowls, seemingly for the mere pleasure of the performance. Nor
should I forget the host of little monkeyr, some of them no bigger
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would have consumed it in less than n fortnight, so after the first fow
days I suggested that he shoald make do with bark instead, using a
quill pen and some of the white lime-wash as ink.

It was not, however, till T began to teach Ribut Bangat that the
business begun to be really luerative. The old chicf was not apt at
learning, and the task of teaching him invelved twice the patience, and
at least threo times tho writing-paper, compared with that expended
over Anakraja; but when he had mastered only as muck of the art of
writing as ernabled him to play the game of “hot boiled beans,” as
jintroduced by me, his delight was unbounded ; and T never went to
his house but 1 came uway with n present either of cloth or gold
rings; and on one occasion he gave mo a great yellow diamond
from the island of Landa, of the value of which I had no idea till,
many o year afterwards, it was submitted to a dianmond-merchant in
Bishopsgute,

Ribut Bungatl was now never contentexd unless T was with him,
except wheu he accompanied his fleot oun piratical excursious, when wo
were invariubly “advised " to keep within doors, or, nt all events, not
to stroll away from the foot of the hill atop of which our house was
built. Nor were we at all likely to forget the said ¥ advice,” for if
ever we atiempted, while the chief was absent, to set out on a longish
walk, or to take a bout for a row, we were suro to cncounter sowme
“head tman’ or olher who would politely intimate the prepriety of
our turning lack—if from the woods, beeause of a vicious rhinoceros,
or becanse of Lead-bunters of & distant tribe who were known to be
prowling there; if from sea, beeause of au approaching storm, becnuse
of sharks-—auny excuse, in fact, to induce us to refrain from a journey,
Thus we were never so unliappy us when the chief was away, beeause
it was at those times that the fuct of our being prisoners waa made so
manifest.  The saddening reflection was not, huwever, without its
consolation ; since the chief was so careful of us, and so alert that wo
did not escape, it was certain that there existed o means of cscaping
if we could only find it out! Tt was I who'urged this argument, und
sorry indeed was I afterwurds that I should have been so indiscreet.
Notwithstanding his repugnance for the ivhabitants aud their munners
und customs generully, since our residence in the little house on the
hill, Tom had become much more coutented with hia fate, as indeed
was not surpuisiug, siuce be wes so well provided for, and bis only em-





