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TIGER FlSH cat~ght on the I3l11e Yile below the Sennar Dam. 

ICECORD TIGk:It FISH place a piece of line between the soear- 
 SIR.-^^ reply to your cklrrcs ondcnt, 

C .  11. Wickham. in The Field o f  hlarch 
I lst.  I would say that on the Blue Nile. 
bclow the knnar  Dam. very much larger 
ttger fish were not inf~cquently caught. 
Thc picture (a6oi.e. Icfr) shows three taken, 
I think. in the winter of 1930. \V%cthcr my 
fricnd Xlr. XfcBain. of the Sudan Fores- 
try Service. caught thc~n ;III or whether I 
c:~ught one of then1 I cannot remember. 
The centre fish weirbcd 291b. and was 
only :Tin. in length,-and thvse on each 
5ide werc 2ilb. each. The other photo- 
graph sliowc the lorcpnrt o f  the 29- 
pounder (ohorc, righi). A few days later. 
a j4-pounder was taken. I forget who took 
11. but uithin a qhort time-in fact. l 
think aithin 10 days. a fish of 381b. u3as 
uken. Which of these two fish was taken 
by the Duchess of Westminster 1 do not 
know. The late Duke was thcn staying at 
Scnnar on a fishing holiday. I think 1 got 
a 34-poundcr. 

neforc the war. thcrc used to be a tiger 
fish of quite modest dimensions in hlessrs. 
Hardy's shop in Pall hlall. 1 remember 
remarking that this looked to me a very 
poor specirncn cotiiliarecl to those caught 
In the Hlue Nile. Your correspondents 
must rcmembcr that there are three species 
or iub-spcc~es of thc tiger fish; I think I 
got this ~nform:~tion lrorn Buolanger's 
hook on I ' r ~ l i ~  of the Nilc. and the long 
!h~n fish 1s u l l c d  fascnllii. Thir never 

shaped teeth to realise their razor sharp- 
ness. I t  is rntcresting that on watching tiger 
fish fronl a height they will frequently be 
seen to rush at surface-feeding fish, bite 
them, leave thein dcad or paralysed and 
then return at their leisure and swallow 
them. This is rather reminiscent of the 
sword fish when i t  strikes trolled bait and 
returns to gorge it. I havc seen the barra- 
couta do the tame thing. bite a fish. taking 
?huge chunk out of i t  and return to savage 
It. 

Many years ago I was speaking to a 
doctor who had worked in  the Congo 
and be assured me that i n  that river there 
wcre tiger fish of IOOIb., but since he did 
not seen1 to be well acquainted with such 
a striking fish as Nile perch. 1 would not 
like to lay vcrv much emphasis on his 
remarks. Still, h would be interesting i f  
any of your readers could confirrii the 
presence of these enormous fish. 

I .  BRYANT 
Carl~~kc. Lanarkshire. 

THE IVUTIf ATCII 
SIR.-There is a bird i n  the garden 

wh~ch niakes a noise very like the time- 
signal pips on the wireless. I still have not 
seen it. Normally it makes four pips and i t  
is often in thc trees whcrc the jackdaws 
live. Have you any idea what bird i t  might 
be? 

grcnvs to anything like the sirc of the other 
ones, and iimngine is the conlnion ti er In Ihe a brown owl sat 'lt Our 

kitchen window for sevcral minutes eating Ish Ihc Zrmbcsi. where a blg 
pi;ccs of fat-[his was in the daY-Umc alld ~ c i g h s  7 lb. -or  so I am told. 
1 im:~ginc unusual. 

As to vour second corrc$pondent GEORGE EARLB 
"Tsage." I r;.ould point out that. although Bagwve. Leicestershire. 
:hc dentition of the tiger fish is extremely 
iormidablc. th-rc is no coiiiparison whai- C The call resonbling rhc rndio rime- 
ever to the terrible mouth of tltc barra- s i ~ r ~ o l  could be that of a nrriharcl~. Its 
ioutn, for the lattcr has ;I bite that will prcscncc in  a rrce whcrc jackdaws live 
rcmovc the f i sh  of a human thigh right slcpporrs (his view. The owl in daylighr 
~ f ~ i w n  to the hone. and one has only to u.ns ul~usunl but not rare.-Eo. 

\KtchmfL-I havc just read 
the artlclc on witchcraft in EX1 
The F i c l ~ l  of December 27th. 
\\'hen 1 was a curate in Norfolk at 
thc turn of the cenltlry a farmer. referring 
to the onthrifty coriditiori of his pigs. re- 
~nnrked: "Thcy must have been ovcr- 
Icwked." i.e. by the evil rye. A vicar's wife 
told me of thc rccent death of a perfectly 
healthy bxby in  her villagc. Tbe child 
hnd recently bccn visited by a neighbour 
uho wzs suspect of the occult. On examin- 
::Inon of the body n circular mark. phos- 
phorescent i n  appearance, was found on 
thu back or chest-l forget which-and i t  
\\as interpreted by the su rstitious vil- 
lagers as proof of witchcrnr-Ausrw C. 
h l~c l t t r .  Vernon. Ilriticli C~lumbia. 

'RACTS FROM OTHER 
from hlay 6th to 18th. 1957: adniission 
will be free. The exhibition w ~ l l  be in  two 
parts-one for heads obtained during the 
past two years. the other consisting of a 
selected collection of the best heads that 
have been shot. at any time. in the Uritisb 
Isles. Included in this section will he most 
of the heads that went to the DusseldorI 
Exhibition. Those wishing to send a head 
to this exhibition should get in touch witb 
the hon. secretary at thc address below as 
soon as possible.--C. KENNETH W~I~TE- 
siE&n. The Old House, Withnell Fold, 
Chorlcy, Lancashire. 

nog krnnels.-,n ,hc smallcr Sedde dollkcys.-Vcry soon the don- 
household. today, thc old-fashioned dog keys appearing On Ihe sands 
kennel seems almost a thing of tlic past. of "lr rcsOru. where lhey 

through S\\,anagc in Dorset the will ~ i v c  nluch pleasure to the childrcli. 

othcr day I came acrosr a reminder of the It is 'lked what becomes of lhcm 

Victoiian watch dog. lust the in winter. Some will be found grazing in 

f a~~ l?~dw , "a~ l sk~ f : , " ; l  a b $ : " f ~ t ~ ~ ~  % h ~ ~ ~ i l i ? $ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~  $r%:cn% 

stone house itxlf. At level attention and ridden by children or the 

carvcd into the stonework were the words family' and arc placed far- 
.4Dcware o[ Day. men and others who *ill provide grazing. 
Nightv-N. W.. ilournemouth. The donkey is a hardy beast and does not 

need much attention. but now they arc 
Roe  dccr exhihition.-.An exhibition of given cue ovcr feeding and grooming la 

roe deer heads will be held at St. Hubert fit then1 for the season.-W. L. JKLYMz, 
tlouse, 53, Green Street, London, W.1, Lieut.-Colonel, St. Dorninic, Cornwnll. 

I<IIINO O N  TWO LEGS 
SIR.-Your wrrespondent Major Foran 

will. I think. be interested to hear that one 
European, at least. has actually seen a 
rliinoceros standing up on i t s  hind legs to 
browse off the higher branches of a tree 
[The Field. February 23rd. 19561. 

In a letter, dated July 20th. 1956, which 
the late Colonel 1. C hi. Ualders kindly 
wrote me. he said: "I was with the 4th 
King's African Rifles in  Uganda from 1923 
to 1928 and spent a fair time up on the 
North-East frontier, in Karamoja, where 
Uganda. Kenya, che Sudan. and Ab\-S. 
s~nia more or less meet. 1 think i t  was-in 
1925 that I was on one of  niy us!~al safaris 
along lhc top of the Karamoja cscarp- 
nlcnt when 1 came on two rhinos. and one 
was up on his hind legs witb his forefeet 
OII the low boughs o l  a tree, eating the 
leaves. He appeared to be almost at full 
stretch. I was well ahead of my poners 
with only my King's African Rifles 
orderly--one, Ochen Vungum, att Acholi 
from Umia Packuli, on thc Karanioja- 
Acholi boundary. Ochen was 3 very in- 
telligent man and his knowledge of wild 
life profound. He said he had not seen a 
rhino do that before. We wdtchcd [or five 
or ten minutes atid thcn let the poncrs 
c;~tch up with us and circled round the 
rhinos downwind." 

GWRGE CAMPRUL 
Kedbrook-on-Wyc, hlonmouthshirc. 

PRICE OF BEER 
SlR,-hfay I assure hlr. R. E. Clewett 

[The Field, March 28th) that hops today 
arc as good as ever they wcrc, il not 
better, and that on average six of them 
arc used in brewing a pint of beer. to- 
gether with a quarter pint o f  barlry malt:' 

His mention of a "mug o' thick." costing 
21 penny, illustfates thc severity of the 
beer tax. p i s  1s now nearly 50 times as 
heavy as 11 was in the days tie rcfcrs to. 
and amounts on average to 8td. n pint  

Some othcr foods are subsidised. Beer 
nlonc among foods is taxed. Cornrnunity 
cclitres nre provided at public expense. 
I he "local"-the oldest and most natural 
social centre of  our people-is exploited 
by the Slalc as a revenue-collecting centre. 

[.ondon. W.I. F. A. CIL~RLIER 

TIlE DATTLE OF WATERI.00 
SIR.-Through the auspices of The 

Ficld I havc mceivcd this letter from 
hlrs. Petry, of Quebec. I t  is ccrtdnly 
wonderful to think that tlicrc is comeonc 
alivc today who has hcard of the Battle 
of Waterloo by word of mouth from an 
old pcnrioner who took part in that 
liisloric engagcmcnt. 

J . \ a  G~LIJEY. Captain 

Glan Avon. Harlow. Essex. 

DEAR CAPTAIN GILBEY.-SCC~II~ in tbc 
chon Who's Who of the Christmas num- 
ber of T l ~ c  Field tbat you served in the 
Wclch Repilllent 1 venturc to send you 
somcthinp about that Regimcnt which may 
be of  mild interest to you. 

hly husband's grandfather as a young 

>ETTERS TO THE EDI? 
Plover and crncodiler-In reply to hlr. 

Bryant'a letter [The Field. hlarch 2lsr). 
I have a distinct memory of watching a 
bird pick the teeth on the lou'cr jaw of a 
crocodile on one occasion. This was in 
1928 on the Atbara River, near Khasm-el- 
Girba. The crocodile was sunning himself 
on a sand-bank with his jaws wide open 
and I watched the bird at work on his 
tceth for some minutes. I have no recol- 
lection now of  whether or not the bird 
was a plover, and 1 cannot recall having 
seen a similar occurrence clsewhere dur- 
ing my time in the Sudan.-T. W. MOR~Y. 
I loylake. Cheshire. 

Tiger takes photograph.-I do not think 
that the sound that caused Major C. C. 
Wilson's tiger to twitch back its left car 
was the actual click of the shutter [Thc 
I.'ield. hlarch 14lhI. The many hundreds 
of sell-taken flashlight photographs of 
i~nimals seem to show that no animal's 
response even to a flash in the face i s  
rapid enough to be recorded by the 
camera. On the other hand. that left ear 
does look as i f  the tiger had hcard some- 
thing. In the earl days Rashlight-traps 
werc often opentedl from trip-line to shut- 
ter entirely mechanically, i.e. without cl%- 
tridty. 13 i t  possible chat Major Wtlron's 

ensign fought in tlolland under Sir 
T h o m : ~ ~  Grabam and at the Battle of 
Waterloo. though only 19. commanded o 
company. 

He was in  thc 69th Regiment. tbe "Ups 
and Downsu-thc uniform be wore hangs 
before me as I write. In 1915 thc Duke of 
Connaught. then Governor General of 
Canada, was in residcrice at the Citadel. 
Quebec. 

On the 100th anniversary of the Battle 
of \\.'aterloo niy husband, who for Inany 
years was secretary of the Garrison Club 
here. drcsscd up one of the bell-boy* in 
the uniform-medals and all. 

The Duke of Conni~ught happened to 
be on the pallcry of the Club and was told 
what the boy \\.as wearing. 

I l e  saw my husharid standlng by and 
askci h$i what Keginlent his grandfather 
was ~ n .  1 said. 'The 69th. Sir. After!v;rrds 
incorporated with Lhe Welch Regiment.' 
His Royal Highness said: '1 think the 69tb 
becnmc the Wclch Fusiliers.' 1 ontur- 
ally did not contradict him. but the fol- 
lowing day his hlilitary Aide came to the 
Club and told me that the Duke had sent 
him to say tbat he hilt1 made a mistake-it 
litas the Welch Regimcnt. and tbe Aide 
added that His Royal Highness had a won- 
derful niemory concerning the British 
Arni or which he was Commandcr-in- 
chic!, and this was the first time he had 
ever knoun him to make a mistake." 

hly husb&~nd, now in his 89th ycar and 
also suffering from irttrto Dorniui. thinks 
that he is the only Inan alive who has 
hcard of the Battle of Waterloo by word 
of mouth. E L I ~ B E ~  PI(~IY 
Quubcc. 

A CHA\IPION RETRIEVER 
SII~.-This is a photograph (belo~s) of 

my golden rctriever. Champio~l Doltby 
Skylon. now the winner of  23 certificates. 
I send i t  to you because in  the caption 
to a picture in The Field of  February 7th 
Skylon was described as belonging to 
"hlr. R. Henderson." I should like to 

expl;~in that I have not sold thc dog. that 
he retnains my property, and that in my 
opinion the earlier picture did not do ~ i m  
justice. 

(Mrs.) R. HAHIIISON 
Boltby Kennels. Lecrning Rar. 

Northallerton. 
Ilrn,ing seen the secot~d pictrire. t~eid~er 
do ice. The lirst picrrcre, anrl caplion 
1trcrtr.rio1. were supplied b y  art agency.- 
Eu. 

apparatus gave some sort of 
.OR premonitory sound like a gnnd- 

father's clock  cleari in^ iu 
thro:~t" before striking.-E. 0. SII~B- 
awue, South Newington, Oxfordshire. 

A hare sits tiplit.-In The Field of 
>larch 28th there was a letter from F. G. 
Dearlove called "A Hare Sits TiehL" I 
used to know a man who could walk 
across n field where hc knew there ivas a 
hare and. as he went past i!, stoop quickly 
and i c l  i t  up. IIavc other rwders Ken 
this taken?-A. S. i o m s o ~ .  Uourne- 
mouth. 

Cruelty 10 animal$.--On the subject of 
the i~iflictioll of cruelly on animals, for the 
pleasure of rnen, it IS indeed surprising 
that, in thesc days of so-called civilisation. 
the habit is still blatantly praciud, .by 
many members of  society, of catlnp I IV I~~  
anininls. These animals are exlcnsivcly 
sold i n  thousands, packed and wrapped in 
the niinimum of space. to be ~ v e d  U 
uqthuut any care for their fccl~npr. I t  1 
indeed a sobcrin thought to place O?HLI~ 
in the position o8a hclplcrs cheese-m1t5.-- 
P. I-I. G. DICKINSON. Solihull. W a m b -  
shire. 

Gundog teqts-The Guildford. !Vokin 
and Haslemere Canine Society rnll h d i  
Gundog Working Tcsb at Oxcnfd 
Grangr, Elatead, on April 28th. 

m 




