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CHAP"'ER XV. 
FORGOTTEN YESTERDAYS. 

IN these crowded days the past recedes rapidly, The 
Alaungpre I>ynuty which came to an cndat Thibaw's 
abdication in 1885 has almost reached the legendary 
~tsge,  hough Thibam himself is but lateiy d d ,  anrl 
CJueen Supayolat. still survivu. N ~ ~ n l b n s  of bfinist4mi 
and hiaids-of-Honour are yet alire, and mwde of 
royal pemnagea, including at least txo Queene of 
hlindon h h .  The dynast?-, however, is n thing of the 
long-ago past. Its true history is told in the Upper 
Burma Gazetteer, but iu ~llen's r&da it is seen aa :, 
Golden Age it was very fnr horn being. The t.iiber 
p a l ~ e  in htandalay is held together noa, 6 t h  diBicultp. 
The buildings and stockadss tbat surrounded it arc 
vanished, and the Rap1 City has a d e p r d g  and 
moribund appcaranco. The previous capitrll~, crowded 
dose together in Sagaing, Ava and Amnrnpura, and 
nbandoucd in quick ~ucces.sion, are overgn)mi with 
jungle, ancl their nplendid but rotten nloaumenta are 
crurirbling to hib. Yct Mandulay, the last of them, 

w,ls only finished in 1859 ! Ava and Amampura with 
their ruins and avenues of magnificent tarnrinds are 
now the quietmt corner of Burma. Ii 3Landaley the 
t r e ~  have not yet had time to grow. Burnlese 
attached ruuch irnportanco to trees. When hlindo:; 
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whca cxnlcterics were at their wont. There are winged 
cherub over the door of the Pays Ni, m d  the wooden 
gatc itaelf is carved with sw and eagles straight fmul 
an heraldic plate. h'eedless to say them things, how- 
ever fiue, are utterly inappropriate. 

The most curious experiment of all at Anlirrlrpurli is a 
true Lion at the bsse of one of the pagodnn in place of the 
usual stylim1 chi*'. It is the ody one I have ever wen 
Iu Burma. Onc cannot but connect it with the cagetl 
Lion, that w a  wnt to the capital in 1824 by t.he h 
of Nuscat, and which no doubt tjeneed aa a model. 
That lion, whose extrsordimq story is told on puge 261' 
of A Buri?w?~e h'nckantment, is not the ouly beast to take 
ita place in the history of this period. A little earlier, 
in 1795, the Empemr of Wi clrpresed extreme 
curioRit,y to m o rhinoccros and au digator. A r e q u ~ t  
for a consignment thereof created coniridcrabla excite- 
ment in B m n .  The cxhortatio~ of Budaw Pnya 
and hia whole Government could not charm a rhinoceros 
to bard ;i vessel, but a bat-load of EIUig~fors WBR 

duly shipped-l 
~ ~ a p u n r  with it8 splendid trees, qukt pogodw 

and enchanting views a m  thc Teungthamml Lake, 
is one 01 fhorw! fascinating nooka unspoiled aa yet by 
the disturbiag influence of our age. Mail trains mar 

past to Rsngoon and Blandslay, but eternal repoee 
pervadee the court of the Pathodaw-gFi, where l 
spend quiet Sundaya picnic* beneath the tamarinds. 
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