INTELLIGENCE IN
DOGS -

IR,—AsacorrespondenttoCon NTRY

L1FE recently maintained that dogs
are not intelligent 1 thought that the
following incident might interest your
readers.

When I was a small boy in the
middle '80s our family used to leave
Nottingham for the summer months
to go and stay at Ingoldmells, in
Lincolnshire, three miles along the
road to Chapel St. Leonards from
Skegness. For perhaps three years we
had always taken our Irish terrier,
Stella, with us, but in the year in ques- 4
tion our father decided to leave her
behind with the groom. Stella must
have been miserable without us chil-
dren to play with and decided to join
us, for three days after we had arrived
at Ingoldmells a telegram arrived to
say that Stella was missing.

The next day when we children
were returning to the house from the
beach f{or lunch, what should we sec

MEDAL, STRUCK AT NUREMBERG IN
1748, DEPICTING A RHINOCEROS

See letter: Early Rhinoceros in Europe

but Stella coming bounding along the
road with such joy that she jumped up
at me and knocked me flat in the
middle of the road. But who had
brought her and how had she come?

1o those days the Great Northern

——

Foxhounds, which  said " Hounds
Gentlemen, Please ™ and * Thank You'™

stens which alwavs made me feel
rather o beamder Fonote that the

former <ign has now heen replaced by
one  whicn  prockums " Warning :
Horses, Hounds and Men.” During
the seven years that I have passed
alony this streteh of road, only once
have 1 seen vither a horse, a hound
or a man; and the friendly groom to
whom 1 gave a hit to Excter in no
way justitied this warning against
his  present-day  fellows! -Lubovic
GRANT, dxmouth, Seaton, Devon.

EARLY RHINOCEROS IN
EUROPE 334

Sir,—I was much interested in the
article on rhinoceros by Sir William
Gowers which appeared in your issue
of February 1. [ enclose a photo-
graph of a coin or medal recently
found in Germany by the brother of
Mr, Peter Ryhiner, the Swiss collector-
naturalist, who sent it to Mr. P. D.
Stracey in Assam, who in turn lent
it to me to photograph.

Apparently several
of these medals were
found and they seem to
have been struck at
Nuremberg. The date on
the obverse side is 1748.
On the reverse side is the
following, translated from
the German: **This Rhino-
ceros has been brought to
Europe in the year 1741
by Captain David Moyt
from the Sca of Bengal,
and in the ycar 1747
when it was eight and a
half years old it was 12
shoes long, 12 shoes girt,
and 5.7 shoes high. It
feeds daily on 60 pounds
of hay, 20 pounds of
bread and drinks 14
buckets of water.”’

There can be little
doubt that thisrhinoceros
is the fourth one men-
tioned by Sir William
Gowers, the one which
was painted by J. D.
Meyer and later provided the illustra-
tion in Buffon's Natural History.—
E. P. Geg, Doyang T.E., Oating P.O.,
Assam, India.

JAMES WYATT AT

47 A4 1N

THE STABLES AT WALLINGTON, CAMBO, NORTHUMBERLAND
Sec letter: James Wyass at Blagdon

the Rococo plasterwork on the stair-
case wall may have been executed by
the Italian stuccoists imported by Sir
Walter Blackett to decorate Walling-
ton. If this be so, it may be more than
a coineidence that Wyatt's beautiful
stables at Blagdon scem to echo the
earlier coach-house at Wallington,
which there forms the central block of,
and entrance to, the stables.

In his articles on Wallingtoa in
CouxtrY LIFE in June, 1918, the
late Sir George Otto Trevelyan wrote
that the cupola surmounting the
coach-house was designed by the first
Duke of Northumberland.—R. O.
Hancock, 73, Egerton Gardens, S.13 3.

[We reproduce a photograph of the
stables at Wallington.—EDb.}

PREHISTORIC REMAINS
IN DERBYSHIRE

Sir,—Your interesting correspondence
on prehistoric stone circles and bar-
rows prompts me to send you this
picture of Arbor Low, Derbyshire,
known as the Stonehenge of the
Midlands and considered one of the
finest stone circles in England. The
purpose of the circle is obscure and
opinions are divided as tn whathar b

three more stones. The whole stands
on a tableland formed by the ditch,
which has two entrances.
Incidentally, I believe this to be
the only photograph showing the com-
plete circle, for I found it impossible
to include it all on one negative. This
print is a combination of three
negatives, two showing half the circle
and the third the sky. Although this
may not satisfy the purists, it
certainly shows the subject as it really
is.—FRANK RoODGERS, Derby.

LOCAL NAMES FOR NEWTS

SIR,~—The recent correspondence on
the names for newts reminds me thata
yearortwoago I was asked to remove
what sounded like “an asgil’’ from the
stone kitchen tloor of a Herefordshire
house. This strange moaster, then
unknown to me, turned out to be a
newt. When I referred to it by that
name the people of the house were
quite surprised to learn that newts
and asgils were one and the same.

I subsequently learned that at
lcast one authority on Herefordshire
dialect spells the word askil, which is
closer to another name still generallv
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