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In part 111 the ~cg~~la t ions  regarding thc wounding and reporting of animals 
:ire made much more severe. If a huntcr W O U I I ~ S  an elephant or rhino and fails 
10 recover. his licence is forfeit. In 1950 nearly 40 clephant were so wounded. 
4ssistant liunterz are now licensed b) the Game Warden, the fee to assist visitors 
being Sh. 100 annually. Under section 31 the use of various missiles and weapons 
is prohibited except with the perriiission of the Game Wardcn. The use of the .22 
11t1e is now strictly ~cgulated. The Member for Agriculture and N a t u ~ d  Kesources 
c iu  i~lfcr  the fee\ for licences, ancl no one can obtain a special licence without 
kipplicalion to lhc Gnmc Warden, who call ensure that unsuitable or unaccolii- 
panied inexperienced persons do not get such licences. Section 18 provides for 
control of Illlnting by the Administration who arc e~iablcd to check who is in 
rllcir district. 

part 1V. Applicatioii has bcen made to amend section 32 so that the onus of 
;]rodf to prove IawEul possession is placed on accused whcre possession is proved. 
Several cases were los~  bcc:u~sc of tlie luck of this provision. Section 34, Dealer's 
permit, helps to check the unlawful trader but will be dificult to acl~ninister. 
Section 37 is important rvhcrebp the tiiovelnent of rncat can be restricted. Reyla -  
tiutis have bcen passed under this scctio~l prohibiting the rcrnoval of more than 
'00 lb. lrcsh :und 20 lb. of dried meat fro~ii thc main l iunt i~~g areas without the 
Game Warden's perniit. This regulation will not be universally popular, but it is 
grlerally acknowlcdgcd in the Union of South Africa and in Southcm Rhodcsia 
that the ~nanufacti~re of biltong was mainly responsible for the disappearance 
of game in these countries. In Kenya in past years whole families took out licences 
to obtain biltong; now the public must understand that if they wish to preserve 
the spurt of big patuc hu~itiug L11cy ~ r ~ u s t  only-shoot to vbtai11 a puud trophy and 
to enjoy a hunt in the sporting sense by pitting their sltill and endurancc against 
that of thc animal. 

Part V contains provision in section 46 which carlcels automntically all vatid 
liccnccs on thc convictio~i of thc holder for any olicnce under the Ordinance. 
I'reviously licences in such c;~scs were not cancellecl unless thc Game Warden 
positively so ordcrctl. 

By Part V1 co~isiderable powers have been delegated to the Member for 
r2griculture and Natural Resources formerly wiclded by the Governor in Council. 
Under section 56 detailed instructions have been issued to licensing officers for 
their guidance so that licences are only issued to suitable and proper persons. 

A siu~ly of tlio Schcdules contradicts any idca that no real preservation of 
animnls takes placc outside the Royal National Parks and Rcservcs. It shoulcl be 
11oted that the Schedules OS game permitted to be shot on licence have bcen cut 
down, and the list of animals protected throughout the Color~y or in certain areas 
increased. The fees for animals that may only be shot on special liccnce havc been 
illcreased. 

At the end 01 the Repo~t  some photographs are appended. Many were taken 
tn Narok, in the Controlled Area: probably tlie finest lion photographs obtainable 
in Kenya came from this arca, and nowhere else in Kenya have such leopard 
photographs been obtained. In this area photography and rcstrictcd shooting take 
place side by sitlc, ant1 the wonderful show of game in this area is in great measure 
ctuc to the prcscnce of Major Tcmple-Borcham. His wa~densliip of this arca is a 
model one. and hc shows unstinted devotion to his charges. coupled with grcat 
readiness to help all visiting parties. Much of this Report has been devoted to the 
new Ordinance, b u ~  it is patently obvious that regulations. unless enforcecl, arc 
useless, and this means efficient and devoted stafi work. 

In this connexion also this Dcpartnicnt would like to acknowledge thc grcat 
debt that all lovers of wild life owc the Director (Col. Cowic) and the staff of the 
Royal National Parks of Kenya, with whom the closcst co-operation and harmony 
is mainlaincd. 

Summary of animals shot on control:- 
I950 

Elephan~ . . . . . .  91 . .  
Buffalo . . . . . . . . 452 . . 
Rhino . . . . . . . .  84 . .  
Giraffe . . . . . . . .  52 . .  
Hippo . . . . . . . . 4 . .  
Lion . . . . . . .. 36 . .  
Leopard . . . . . . . .  11 . .  
Cheetah . . . . . , . 4 . .  
Zebra . . . . . . . . 380 . . 

Hartebeest . . . . . .  31 . .  
Wildcbccst . . . . . . 5 . .  
Oryx . . . . . . . . O . .  
Ostrich . . . . . . . .  21 . .  
Eland . . . . . . . . 0 . .  
Other Antelope . . .. .. 234 . .  

Fortunately no development schen~e in progress during 1951 necessirdted the 
removal of wild life on a large scale from any particular area. Such animals as 
werc shot were mostly invaders from neighbouring forests or bush. In some cases 
the erection of barriers would save a lot of work and money. At present it scems 
that some sort of electrical fence is the most practical. cheap and efFective niethod. 
The National Parks are trying out clectric fcnccs in various places. 

IV-NOTES ON ANIMALS 

Lions arc undoubtedly tlie great attraction both for photography and shooting. 
Nearly all lions arc shot on kills, in fact lion hunting as described by Mr. Adamson 
in his report is seldom practised these days. Aftcr July lion shooting was permitted 
in Narok District on payment of special licence of Sh. 200, but they remained 
protectcd as Royal Game in the "Fly Area", whcre they providc one of the sights 
of the game world. The G:uiic Warden saw on one occasion 27 in one place, of 
which 23 wcrc groupctl on an ant-hill in thrce lines like a school photograph. Lion 
may still be found in considerable nurnbers in the Makindu, lower Garissa and 
Isiolo areas, for those who are willing to hunt them. Lions still causc trouble on 
European stock farms in the Kedong Valley. Rumuruti. and rather curiously on 
some of the higher farms below the bamboo line above Timau. In short, the lion 
position is satisfactory and they are holding their own, and in certain areas, like 
Garissa. increasing, but they are becoming cunning and difficult to Iiunt. 

Lions appear to have mortal combats among themselves and not always 
between the same sexes. Mr. Rousfield in Narok District came on a full-grown 
lioness that had undoubtedly been killed by a big maned male. The body of the 
lioness was tcrribly mauled; one bite alone pcnctratcd to the heart, exposing the 
lungs. When Mr. Bousfield arrivcd the lion, another lioness and a cub were lying 
about close by. That tlie lion had done the killing was proved by the tufts of fair 
Inane lying about. What on earth prompted the lion to kill one of his wivcs in this 
fiavage fashion? 



At the hakuru Agrlculturtil Sltow the t ialnc Dep,trtlnent exhibited four pairs 
o i  tnagnificent tusks, two pairs averaging over the 140 lb. mark. and the othcr 
two over 120 lb. Largc tusks for which Kenya is so famous can still he obtained 
if one is willing to devote more than a few days to hunting. The average size of 
t~tsk shot on licence is prob:tbly declining because people co~ifine tiieir activities 
tu the easy accessible plnccs; 70 lb. tusks can still be easily obtaine:l. I n  the 
Abcrd:~re forests elephant ;Ire ~~ncloubtedly increasing considerably, also in t l ~ e  
collntry bctwce~l Alaiindi and Garscn. But few will hunt t l~em i l l  these areas whcro 
the going is difficult and thick. 

People are always asking if the elephant population is increasing or decreas- 
ir~g. Any guess at the total population of Kenya cleph;lnt is fanciful. However, 
here arc some figures as to the nurnber which die by various [)leans each ycar. 
Thcsc figures were obtair~cd lroni the Ivory Iioom at Mornbasa and include all 
elcph:~r~t shot on control ancl ttlsks confiscated or  fountl, and irlclude these found 
i l l  the Natioli;~l Parks: - 

1950 . . 1,214 tusks ~verc solti . . . . . . 607 elephants 

Add those shol on licence . . . . . . 202 elephants 
- 

Tot:tl recorded deaths during 1950 . . 809 elcph;~nts 

1,086 tusks were sold 543 elephants 
Add those shot on licence . . . . . . 160 elephnrits 

- 
Total recorcled deaths du_rins I951 . . 703 elophnnts 

'These figures exclude those clcphant unlawfully shot or  found and where the 
tusks arc unlawfully solcl. The wastage each ycar amounts to the 1,000 mark. 

iMr. Adamson gives il gsapliic account of  the plight in which the elephants 
found themselves in the Northcrn Province before the lidvent of the rains. In 
atiditior~ in the blaralnl District. there was consitlcr;rblc niortality from ;inthri~x. 
So the iinpression is tliat during 1951 elephants probnbly did not incre;~se. 

Appended is a photograph (No. 24) of what may be one of the largest cvcr 
tusks; the owner is still alive, but the Gamc Warden has been offered up to 
fl.OOO for permission to shoot him! However, he is a very old elephant and 
scldoin w;~ndcrs far from his home in the Northcrn Reserve. I t  is reckoned th:lt 
the lcft tusk is at  least ten feet long: what does it weigh? 

BuRalo hold their own ill spite of rinderpest anti the fact that they have 
been vcry heavily shot by Rangers on farms bordering the Aberdare and ivlount 
kcnya  forests. One experienced hunter who knows these areas well gives his 
optnron that the alleged huge herds of buffalo in the Kenya forests do not exist, 
i f  tllcy cver cxistetl at  ;ill. I'robabl) Narok is their stronghold where the world's 
record head was shol by Mr. I.lolmberg. The one photographed by the G:~lnc 
Warden has horns probably well over 50 inches. Bull'alo provide good sport and 
a fine trophy, but like othcr wild animals they cannot survive if shot in laigc 
numbers by serried ranks of riflemen after biltong. This was in fact happening in 
Narok in late years. The (3:imc Itanger took photogrnphs of four buffalo carcasses 
lying together; the hunters had lcft the horns and had only removed the clloicc 
cuts of meat and hide. I t  is curious how few zoos want these fine animals. 'l.l~c 
Gamc Department is always obtaining young calves for which there is no dcrn:ind. 
Mr. Albcrt Bartlett of Naro kloru, brother of Fretl Uarllctt, one of the stalt, has 
two bu(falo heifers running with his herd. A pholo ib c~ppcndcd (No. 23). 

Rhino are regarded ecrois thc Atlantic as Africa's tiercest and tiiost dangerous 
denizen. Most film companies want to photogri!ph the demise of this stupid 
prehistoric beast upsetting a lorry. The rhino is probably the main target of the 
poison arrow bowmcn. He is easy to approach, hc provides a lot of meat and his 
horns have considerable value--at one time tiearly Sh. 50 per lb. For 'h' I IS reason 
rnnny rhino, especially thosc between Nairobi and th: coast, have old arrow 
wounds. A lot. thercl'ore, get shot in self-dcfc~~ce. I-le is not a tlillic~~lt animal to 
kill and is invariably turned by a Iicnv)~ bore rifle. The licence to shoot a rhino 
was increased to Sh. 300. In Narok "Fly Area" he has been given temporary 
protection, and he may not be shot within 12 miles of Isiolo. Rhino is vcry \~idely  
spread throughout the Colon); froin the high forests to the low coast bush 
country. Mere again, is the rhino holding his own? Here are figures supplied as 
in the case of elephants. and those of yo11 who know Kenya can judge the position 
yourselves : - 

Add thosc shot on licence . . . . . . 125 beasts 

Total deaths sepostcd . . . . . . 3SS beasts 

1951 . . Number of rhino horns nold-582 . . . . 291 beasts 

Adti those shot on liccnc e . . . . . . 98 beasts 

Total deaths reported . . . , . . 3S9 beasts 

One thing is certain, rhino will disappear long before elephan~ 

Leopard are now thc subject of a special Sh. 200 licence and are given pro- 
t ~ ~ t i o n  in the "Fly Arca" in Narok. Since July the sale of leopard skins has been 
practically stopped, a t  least in the open market. Sportsmen, tnostly visitors from 
overseas, generi~lly 11:rvc no ditficulty in getting one on a kill in thc Loit:~ nrea 
of Narok. 

Cheetah, so oftcn shot in niislokc for u leopard. is on the danger list. There 
is a very large demand for live cheetahs and he is not diflicult to shoot owing to 
his habit of running a short dislance and then crouching. They arc protected in 
the "Fly Area" in Narok, and throughout Masai are the subject of Sh. 100 
licence. Probably he should be made the subject of a special licence throughout the 
Colony. 

A sitatunga was shot near Kisumu in the Nyakatch marshes by a Game 
Scout, who saw something in the dark feeding in a rice field. Fortunately, 
Mr. Roberison, Honorary Game Warden. saved the skin and horns. The bone of 
the horns seems almost tranparent and they wcre about 24 inches in length. This 
is the first recordctl sitatunga "shot" in Kenya for rnany years. 

Two male bongo were shol in fair fight. one on the Mau by Mr. Hopkins, 
a visitor. in company with Mr. S. Lawrence-Brown, the professional hunter. 
Another was shot in tlie Chcrangani hlountains by tlie Gamc Warden. Neither 
of  the trophies were large ones; in fact, a survey of the largest horns existing in the 
Co!ony reveals that th-y wcre mostly picked up or  brought in by Ndorobo. The 
Game Warden saw :)bout 10 females and a young male which stood before him 
in a clearing for scvcral seconds. Urilortunalely his bearer was carrying the 
camera which coultl not be hroughl into nction quickly enough. if you wish to  



tusl\j I estirn:~te must be at least eleven feet long. I first sa\v hill) about tell years 
ago in Sogorti Guda crater. He is getting very old and I do not think will live 
much longcr. It is to be hoped that when he dies his tusks will be found and sent 
ro ntloril thc Museum (sec. photo (24)). 

Abo~rt SO convictions were obtained during the year. 

The most notc\\*orthy case w;is the one involving the 111:lssacre of the 
Garbatula clcphants which I have already rncntioned in the early part of my 
report. This was quite the most tedious and difficult case I have had to investigate. 
,And it was 1101 until cigl~t months had elapsed after the inciclcr~t h;~d taken place 
iltal (he oll'cntlers wcrc li~lally brought to trial. Howevcr, :~ftcr travelling over 
1,600 miles and spending 45 days on the case, I ultimately succeeded in getting 
IS convictions. 'I-he prosecutton \\,as very ably conducted by the Assistant ll~spector 
from Wajir. I do not think i t  ir'ould havc been possible to get anywhere with this 
case \vithout llic extrcrnely intelligent work of Garlic Scout Wnko Kaclata. a 
noran. 1 might add that in all my severlil years of cleating with thc Boran, I have 
never yet received help from any of the Roran Chiefs or elders. 

A Dorobo, ex-enlployec ol' :I very well-known settler o l  Nnnyuki, h;ld been 
triti~ied by l~ i s  rnastcr to catch gn~ile from horseback. On retiring the Dorobo was 
presented with a pony by his grateful employer. Taking advantage of the gift and 
;mining, he spent his spare n~oniclits in the pursuit of giraffe which were speared 
from the sacldle. I got to hear of these goings on and was trying to collect evidence 
~vlier~ Lhe A1111ighty took a hand. Thc Dorobg was drowned while trying to swim 
his liorse across the Uaso at Crocodile's Jaws during heavy floods. 

hlilitary personnel on the whole behaved extremely well during the year, with 
oric notable exception. An olficer with one of his askclris opcncd fire on u herd 
of hulralo, fiilling a cow and wouncling a bull. Little or no altc~npt was 111rrdc to 
follow up the wountled :~ciinl:tl and no report was 1n;rdc. I investigated the c;ise 
:ind obi3i11~~1 evidence which appeared to bc conclusive. At ~riy suggestion the 
Giumc ilrartlerl agreecl to allow the  natter to be han~llerl by a blilitary Court, but 
I was not informed of the fitlal ~'csull. 

Extract from report by a K.A.K. Oficcr on the shooting of n hippo in Lake 
Rudolf : - 

. . . . . On thc 20th August, 1 wcnt out with ;I party of local men of the 
El Molo tribe on rafts to c:ltch some fish. Whilst fishing some hippo were 
noticed basking in the watcr about fifty y;irds distant. Another raft 
approached the hippo and onc of the El kIolo thrcw a harpoon at one or 
then:. It hit the bcast in the neck. The beast shook its head and threw off the 
harpoon and then charged my raft. To save the lives of the men on the raft 
1 fired cight rounds rapid :it the beast ;is it closed. The bcast seized the raft. 
I was thrown into tho water and we all swam [or the shore. Luckily my rounds 
took eli'cct and the beast turned away (in disgust at being called a bcast, I 
should think) and 1:iter died. I carried my rifle with me in case of just such 
an accident. 

Thc Chief in t d c n  of liis gratitude prescnlctl Inc with tlic tusks of the 
dead animal and I I'clt that I could not refuse them . . . . " 
I consider that it  would have been much more in kceping with the romantic 

tone of the report to have written "preserltetl me with his daughter", particularly 
if followed by "I felt tllat I could not refuse her". 

(2) Major E. \V. T c ~ ~ ~ j ~ l ~ - l k o r c h : ~ t ~ ~ ~  M.C., Garlle Ru~~gcr ,  Narok- 
Annual Reporl. 1951 

The year 1951 has been a good one for tile game in this district, and there 
has been heavy local rain during most months of the year. Unlike last year (19541, 
there has been a large migration of game, mostly zebra and wildebeeste. to the 
Loita Plains area of the cattle country. l Jowever. no complaints have been made 
by the hlnsni cattle owners, who, I pntlcrstand, would prefer to havc this annual 
game migration to their cattle-grazing itreas, rbthcr than have the prol~osed g:i~iic 
control fence across the Loita Plains. 

TIlc main benefit to the game animals in this tlistrict has beer1 the Wild 
Aninlsls Protectior~ Ordinance, 1951, which bcci~nic I:iw on 3rd July. 1951. On 
this date Narok. Masai District, became a Game Controlled Area, and the removal 
from this district of more than 200 lb. of fresh garile meat or more than 20 lb. of 
dried, pickled or other preservcrl game meat. was strictly prohibited. Consequently, 
the day of the biltong hunter in this district is now over. 

As from 3rd July, 1951, Controlled Area Permits have been issued by the 
Game Warden's Oftice, Nairobi, to genuine sportsmen. This has had the desired 
eflect of limiting the r~umbcr of sportsnien to this district during any one period. 
It is corlsidcred th:~t :ill visitors to this clistrict will greatly benclit by these regula- 
tions. 

1 1  is understood that the sum of Sh. 5,695 has been received and credited to 
the Narok Local Native Council Funds for extra fees on game animals issued on 
Controlled Arra Prr~llits during the pcriod 3rd July to 31st Dcccmbcr, 1951. The 
Masai people appear to be very pleased with this addition to their Local Native 
Council funds, and feel that at last they are getting some return from the wealth 
of game in their district. 

In the writer's opinion the Wild Aninials Protection Ordinance, 1951, together 
with the Controlled Area Regulations and restrictions on the removal of game 
meat, will be of the utmost benefit to the game in this district, and of the greateat 
help in nxiintaining this wonderful gilmc :trea which is such n va1u;tblc ;isset to 
the Coloriy. 

The following ligures show the total number of visitors to this district since 
the writer took octcl. the cluties of Garrie K:tnger in Junc, 1946:- 

1946 (June to December) . . , . . . . . 172 visitors 
1947 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323 visitors 
1948 . . . . . , . . . . . . . . 356 visitors 
1949 . .  . .  . . . . , . . . . . 401 visitors 
1950 .. . .  . . . . . . . . . . 423 visitors 
1951 (January to Junc) . . . . . .l82 

1951 (July to December) . . . . . .l27 309 visitors 

Total . . 1,984 visitors 

It is illtcrcstilig to note thnt the n1111lbcr of sportsnien who shot garnc in this 
district during the pcriod July to Dccembcr. 1951. totalled 127. whereas shooting 
sportsnien visiting the district over the same period in 1950 totalled 314. i.e. 2 

difference of 187 s~~ooting visirors. 



GAMI.. GENEML 
~ i ~ ~ . - T h e s c  magniticcnt animals havc been protected in this district since 

hugust, 1948. and they continue to be given colnplete protection in the "Fly Arca" 
only. Here they are now very tame, and a constant source of enjoyment to the 
numerous visitors and particularly photographers. I t  is always possible thcse days 
to.obtain good lion pictures: see photographs NOS. (2), (3) and (4) taken by the 
writer in the "Fly Area" of this district. These are typical examples of what 
visitors can expcct to see in the lion country. 

I t  is estimated that there are now about 300 lio~l living in the "Fly Area" of 
&is district. All lion in this area continue to do exceptionally well, and several 
jioncssev with new litters of cubs were seen during thc ymr. It has bcen noticed 
ttiat the mortality amongst lion cubs in the "Fly Arm" is very low, and the 
majority of these youngsters grow up very quickly. 

Since July. 1951, one lion may be shot in the cattle country only of this 
district by the holder of a special lion licence issued by the Game Warden's 
Office. Nairobi. for a fee of Sh. 200, plus a Controlled Area fee of Sh. 20. This 
systcrn is working very well and is popular with the Muai  people who give 
sajtrri pnrties a lot of help in hunting lion in their cattle-grazing areas. It also 
yivc3 the true sportsman a chance of bugging a really good M:is:~i lion. and at the 
same tinx disposes of the odd "stock killer" which would otherwise Ii;~ve to be 
dealt with by the writer on control. 

Leopcln1.-As from Jull, 1951, leopard havc bcen put oa a special licence 
costiug Sh. 200 throughout the Colony. This also npplies to the cattle country 
of this district. where an additional Controllc_d Arc.? l'ec of Sh. 20 per leopard is 
in~posed. , 

I 

.I hese animals arc completely protected in the "Fly Arca" of this district, 
where it is now sometimes possible to obtain photogriiphs of tlicsc halldsomc and 
elusivc cats-please see the photograph No. 5 taken by the writer in thc Mara 
aqd Talek areas where leopard arc alrendy beginning to respond to thcir much- 
aecclcd protection. 

('1reeruh.-Protected in this districc since January, 1950, but :is from July, 
1951. one cheetah may be shot in the cattle country only on a special liccnce 
costing Sh. 100. plus Controlled Area fee of Sh. 100. Cheetah are still given much- 
needed protection in the "Fly Area". where they are now more frequently seen, 
And it is occasionally possible to photograph them-please .sec3 photograph No. 6. 

E1epiratrr.-I'lcntiful along the Mara ilnd Migorc Rivers, and in thc Lolgorien. 
Kilgoris. Chepalungu and Loita Hills areas. As from July. 1951, elephant licences 
cost Sh. 1,500 for the first and Sh. 2,000 for the second, p l u ~  :I Controlled Area 
fee of Sh. 100 per elephant shot in the Narok. Masai District. 

.is previously mentioned, the elephants in this district do not normally carry 
large ivory and big tuskers nre few and far betwcen. I-Iowcver. a large bull carry- 
ing tusks of 108 lb. and 105 lb. was shot on the Loita Mills during the month of 
May. 1951, and two weeks later another bull elephant carrying tusks of approxi- 
mately 90 lb. and 80 lb. respectively was shot on the Loih Hills not far from the 
Tanganyika border. It is possible that both these large tuskers wandered into 
licnya from Tanganyika and neither of the111 secnietl to be well known to the 
local Mnsai. 
" Apart from several smaller herds, and odd bulls, there is a hcrd of approii- 
niately 90 elephants, mostly cows and calvcs. living in the Mara area. This large 
hcrd riloves ovcr most parts of the "Fly Area" when there is any rain about and 

m r l y  always a p p r u  to be very "k:tli". Safari parties havc reported eome diffi- 
culty in obtaining photographs of this particular herd, and the writer was 
"eeen ofl" on two separate occasions during this year. Please see photograph N,o. 1 
sbowing part of this herd before they were aware of the camera! 

Rhino.-These near prehistoric and slow-breeding animals have now been 
granted complete and much-nceded protection in the "Fly Area" as from July. 
1951. W1 very few and far between in this area. but it is hoped that they will now 
hnvc a c h c e  to b r d  up again. 

Khirlo inay be shot on a special licence costing Sh. 300, plus Controlled Area 
fee  of Sh. 100, in the cattlc country of this district. where they can always bc 
found by thosc who ore prepared to hunt for them. 

1lippo.-Now fairly plentiful along the Mara River where they havc k e n  
protected since 1946. Hippo havc considerably increased in the Mara area, and 
when the river is low i t  is possible to obtain good photographs of these animals. . 

Note.-One hippo rnny be shot by the holder of a Class "A" licence in Lake 
Victoria or within fivc miles thereof. 

Girufle.--Contin~u: to increase in most parts of the district and arc no longer 
k i n g  shot to be turned into biltong. Large numbers of calves were noticed during 
lhc ycar. 

Brrffu1o.-4rmtly increased during the ycar, and large numbers of cows with 
W e s  havc been secn in rnosl parts of the "Fly Area". Herds of three to four 
hundrecl buffalo arc now rror an unusual sight. 

Resuictions on the removal or gnrr~r mmt fro111 this district successfully 
prcvcntcd biltong hunters from taking their usual toll of these animals, and 
scaring them out of the district. There are now more buffalo in the "Fly Arca" 
than has been the casc for :I considerable time, and it is hoped that this satis- 
fitctory stntc will continue. 

Eland.-The I:IW ~iroliibiti~ig the shooting of female cland, and the restrictions 
on the removal of garrw: nie;~t will be the saving of these lovely animals. Alihough 
still very nervous. Ii~rgcr herds ciin now be seen in various parts of the "Fly Arca". 
; ~ n d  incrcxxd nurnbers of cows with cnlves have been particularly noticeable. 

Roan.-Protected throughout Kenya as from August, 1950. It is considered 
that they are iricrensing slowly in this district and a number of calves were seen 
in the Mara Natiot~al Reserve during the year. Still very few and far betwoen 
in the "Fly Area" cxql of the Mars River. 

Cot~tttron (Iloofrd) Catne.--Continue to hold their own and can be seen in 
big concentrations throughout the "Fly Area" of this district. Large numbers of 
zebra and wildcbeate migrated to the Loita Plains during April and &lay, but 
most of them had returned to the "Fly Area" by July and August 

As prcviously reported, zebra and wildebeest have their young during the long 
rains. i.e. April and May. whereas topi drop their calves during the short rains. 
i.e. October and Novc~nbcr. 

GAME Cornor. 
Lion ur~d &opcir(i,-The following number of known stock killers !+ere 

tMroyed by the writcr during 1951 :- 
Lion . . . . . . 9 Leopr~rd . . . . . .  4 

A further scvcn lion and fivc leopard were killed by Masai in defence of thei,r 
stock during the ye;rr. 



(19) Wurlcl's rcrorcl I~uffal~-N;~rok-aprt~:rd 58 in., $1101 by Arltlrew IIulli~bcrg (21) Il11ll111o w i l l ~  \cry large I~end-Narok 

[Pttoto by W. H. Hale 

(22) Gr#.:ltrr fill1111 exl~rr~~sted :titer heinp chased by wild dogs 

[Pl~oto by G. A. G. Adn~~tron 



None of tlie up-country settlers hunted in this district, mainly due to the 
crossings of the three sand streams being silted up and impassable to motor tra,ns- 
port: as nluch as 70 inches o f  rainfall was rcportcd from the Makueni Distri,d: 
The few roan alitelope which roam that area still survivc. Rhino arc still plentiful, 
also lesser kudu, in the Kiangini locality. 

I have seen considerable leopard spoor-something to combat the baboon 
menace. I suggest leopards in this district be declared Royal Game. They feed on  
baboons which are innumerable in this area. 

The triangle between Makindu and the Kiboko streams has been spared f rom 
settlement schcnics for the present. Hcrc rhinos may still roam and niultiply. Lions 
w e  still scarce in the area but 11 Pair show of cIiwt;ih exists. 

Reports of lion killings in the Makindu township reached me. but trap gum 
revealed tlic Makindu lions to  be hyenas. They killed nine head of cattle and n 
dozen goats before being eliniinatcd. 

Baboons appear the main trouble-givers; complaints come to ITIC f m  
European sisal estates and ni~tive cultivators. Rhinos, after developing a taste f o r  
maize, arc next on the list of depredators. 

In riiy opinion. native poncl~ing since 1950 has decreas~vl to a pleasing extcnt, 
which is all to the good and augurs well for the future. 

(4) Capt. l'. R. P. Saln~un, Gaiue Ranger, Kerugoyn-Anau:~! Report, 1951 

At the start 1 must ri~entiou that owing 10-the exceptional llravy rains both 
our fur and leathered friends havc had an exceptional breeding season. Game has 
been able to migrate as in tlie past from the Embu District to the Yatta Plains 
instead of, ;is in the past live years, being anchored to the  tan;^ Valley and its 
tributaries. people, ignorant of this fact, think that the game is not so plentiful 
when they do  not see a herd of kongoni or  w:itcrbr~ck, normally resident. 

This ycar, howcvcr, contlitions arc diffcrcnt, nliiny p:ins which have been 
dry, dusty :tntl dcsol:~tc arc now lull o r  w:rtcr ;~lirl water lilies n n ~ l  other aqi~ntic 
plants have appeared almost overnight, as if at  the command of sorne fairy wand. 
It is diixcult to realize that these green trees burdened with busy and chattering 
weaver birds reflected in the mirror of a bush pond were the hard, barren bush 
of such a short time past. The  game, however, is in sufficient numbers for the 
available arc:i, as in both the W;tkamba and Embu Districts cultivation is expand- 
ing at :I his1 r:tte ;lnd the :irw where gatne Iltis tlic right to live is cvcr diminishing. 

Starting with the heavy galne, elephant arc in good force; the cow herds 
are well attended by their young and have been able to find sufficient food 
without coming into conflict with cultivated areas so  frequently as in the past 
few years. I have not had to shoot any in the Embu District, though 1 have had 
to in adjacent districts. In the Eli~bu District elephant do  not of course conline 
themselves cntirely to that district; they roiim around. We can say that their 
headq11;irter is tlie  tan;^ Valley, their main highw:rys are across the Yatta where 
they pick up the River 'Tiv;~ ;inti River Athi and wander leisurely in tlie area 
between the two ;~forerncntioned rivers, down to Mutha and into that area which 
can be entered by hotpro .snpic*rrs only in the rains. I think this are;t still contains 
some of Africa's largest tuskccs. Their other routes are up into Mount Kenya, 
east of Chuka (this route is used a lot in severe drought) and cutting across to  
Gai Rock Giraffe pool :rntl tllcnce to the T;~n;i again. 

R~l~oce~tos  
As usual, the above are the most unstable of our game, continually 

into troublc. WC have had no casualties amongst the African population in the 
E m b ~  District, but WC have had to shoo1 six rhino which were disturbing the 
peace; four had arrows ernbedded in their hide, one a bullet wound and one had 
no apparent rcasou for his bad temper. 

BUFFALO 
Although hit by rinderpest, the buffalo holds his own and is ii past w t e r  tit 

self-prcscrvation. This year thcy havc caused little or  no trouble; thcy are also in 
good numbers. 

A N T E I ~ O I ~ ~ : ,  ETC. 
Though not so plentiful a s  in the past, 1 have seen three herds of eland in Ihe 

hlwea. one numbering 30; kongoni. waterbuck and impala are plentiful and aU 
have taken opportunity of migrating across tbc river. The smaller antelopes. 
duiker, steinbuck and dikdik are well represented. The large game in this dbtrict 
is practically all nocturnal, lying up in thick wait-H-bit thorn bush: lion are in 
small number. 

MWNT KENYA 
1 shot I5 elephant in the Enibu-Mount licny;i I;orest, which were w i n g  

havoc in the nurxries and plantations. They were shot on three different 
occasions, two lots of four and seven. 

F&T HALL 
Here the rains have causcd the elephant to come down into the cultivated 

lands, and we have had to shoot five. Whilst in this area I noticed tracks of bongo, 
bushbuck, giant hog and leopard. Buffalo on one occasion took to eating ccreah 
for their breakfast and when the Game Scouts went to hunt the marauders, tlie 
local inhnbitants took on the job as beaters. One enthusiast hit a beehive with a 
rock and the bees, much annoyed, stopped the I~unt;  not only were the hunten 
put to flight, but the bees killed a cow buffalo. This had a bigger deterrent effect 
on thc bl~ll'nlo, as they left the neighbourhood. 

KITU I 

I t  is surprising how much small game there is in the district, taking into a n -  
sideration that every male Akamba is using a bow and arrow at ;I very early q e ,  
and that they arc born hunters and trackers. 011 the Yatta there are elephant, 
rhinoceros. buffalo, giraEe, eland. lesser kudu; waterbuck. oryx. impala. dikdik. 
etc. 

The Issscr kud~! are here in large nu~iihcru: 1 havc ticvcr sccn so many cd 
this species in any other part of the Colony. Some of the Embu lion followed tlie 
game over to the Yatta, ancl killed one bullock belonging to the Veterinary 
Department. Elephant and rhino do  considerable damage to crops in this district; 
this year however it has been less acute. 

Sixteen elephant and 20 rhino were killed in protection of crops. The damage 
oczurs n~ostly on shar~lbas which border on thc  tan:^ River and in the N. Mwingi 
area. Chief Katheka is one of the biggest cornpli~inants. His people are very fond 
of elephant nleat and I havc found on several occasions that no d;~niage 6as been 
done and that the elephant are not near their cultivation. But they maintain that 
the pond water in the grazing areas is really of more value to the Akamba than 
their crops ;IS they are so often amicted by drought, therefore they depend m much 
for their livelihood on their stock. During the last few years the Akamba have 
built a lot of dams. This new source of water has also been most ;ittractive 10 the 
elephant as thcy always prefer pond water to river. Wliilst on tlie subject of dams, 



se,nii ~iiorc likely that they seek harder groc~nd than thc waterlonged quag~nircs 
of torest. Some years ago ;in elepllant was discovered in the hlarak\'et Forest 
coln~lctely bogged down in a swamp. where it had died of starvation. 

Whilst lollowing shnrr~bo raiders at the Endcbcss end of the mounhin, the 
,,,&S led to one of the well-known Elgon caves. The entrance was very low. and 
thewritcr. who is six feet tall. had to bend vcry considerably to cnter. An average 
..le!hant kneeling is wcll over six feet in licight, yet there was unmistakable 
evilenc~, in the for111 of tr:lcks of quite big clcphant, to show thnt they had 
enered. I3y what means they had squeezed under a ledge of soliti rock, not more 
t h a  four I'cct I'rom the ground. is beyoncl the wriler's colnl~rehension. 

BARINGO 
Twenty years ago Locust Control led to the opening up of this previously 

in::ccessiblc district. Withi11 a year or two "biltong gangs" hacl achieved the 
virtual extinction of game in this area. Under the giirne I:i\vs then in cxistencc. 
a gang ol' 20 licence holders could legitinlately shoot about 80 oryx. 60 eland 
and hundrccls of other specics within a few wccks. The survivors cvcntually found 
sanctuary in tlie adjoining Northern Game Rcscrve on top ol' the Laikipia 
Escarpmen t. 

The allocation of large ranches in this part of the old Northern Game 
Reserve may [cad to the reverse process. The g:lme is now being shot and driven 
out of these occupied :ireas and is, to some extent, returning to the Baringo 
District. The movement has been encouraging rather than spectacular, and it 
would be too optimislic 10 s;ry that Baringo j s  likcly to bccornc an important 
game area. 'The preservation of game costs money which is not always available, 
and in thc absence of funds the definitely established game arcas must take 
priority. It is plcasing to record, howevcr. that the situation has at l a s t  not 
deteriorated. 

The I,;ike itsclf is bcco~iiing a popular wcck-end rcsort. 'l'lic duck shootirig 
at Karnpi-y;c-S,uniaki, the ~nost I'avourcd c;cnlp, 11ns sullcrcd i~ccordingly, but in 
othcr p:rrts thc bird sl~ooling is still some of the best Kenya can oller. The qucs- 
tion of the "close season" remains a problcln. The main dilliculty is that it is 
often not observed by the birds. Several species continuc to breed at the most 
extraordinary times. in flagrant defiance of the game laws. 

The hippo and crocodiles still hold their own, the latter in spite of sevcral 
years or tr~~pping. The B;lri~igo crocodile is n S I I I : ~ ~  and inoll'ensivc species ant1 is 
tre;~tccl with contempt by the Njc~iips lislicrmcn. Thc corilp;lny concernctl with 
the trapping and sale of crocodile skins h:~s  bancl cloned tlic project. The ~iiain 
contributory causes were that the distance from railhead was too long and the 
crocodiles were too short. 

CHERANGASI 
Furthcr scrfaris along this range prove that buffalo and leopard are vcry 

numerous and widcly sprcad. Elcpliant occur in the high uninhabited forest to the 
south-east. Bongo, in small herds. occur in at least three dilfcrcnt areas. 

l'hc I)ougo has bccornc ;I dollar-c;crncr. Onc Amcrican tourist has huntcd 
tile~n, unfortunately in vain. and intends to return. Scvcral inquiries have bccri 
received from professional hunters anxious to add this crowning achievement to 
:heir c!ientsl bag. It is unlikely that this sudden interest in bongo hunting will 
lead to a serious reduction in their numbers. The bongo is wcll able to look after 
himsell'. 

L.AU '> IC'IUKIA 

A .xrrfc~r.i rouild the north c11tl of the Lake ~ 1 1 s  clridertaken io establish finally 
one hopes, that the hippo situation do-s not call for drastic action. 

All eviticnce points to thc fact that serious damage seldom, if ever, oicurs. 
If it does occur, the existing organization. headed by our Honorary Game Warden. 
Mr. Robertson, can cope with it. 
SETILED AREAS 

The situtntio~l it1 the Triiris Nzoii: and U~isin Ciisiiu arcits dacb not present a 
very happy picture. Anything edible or with a skin value is approaching extinc- 
tion. The balance of nature h:is been coniplelcly upset ancl baboon and pig are 
bcconiing the most notable zoologic;~l occllrrenccs. 

Tile topi are diminishing rapitlly and it is doubtful if Jackson's hartebeest 
still exist in the district. The Thomas' cob, surprisingly, seem to be holding their 
own along thg Nzoia River and the Soy giraffe arc still with us. 

Thc sitatunga still occul.s in sornc of thc Cherangani swnnips. 'l'hc writer 
would like to express his gri~titude to hir. Arnoltl Hopf for his inro~vnation on 
their movements and his eKorLs to preserve the~n. 

( 6 )  P. C. Bnrtlett. G:IIIIC Ranger, Nnliyuki-.lnnu:iI Mel~ort. 1951 
The ;irea 1 cover in my work consists of thc slopes of Mount Kenya fro111 

hlorania (Meru Reserve bountl:~ry) to Karictin;~ and the11 across to Nycri and the 
slopes of thc Aberdares to the Ngobit, plus the farming area lying below the two 
mountains about 20 miles short of Rurnuruti and across to the Mukogodo Native 
Reserve. Until March I was doing the h.lcru Kcscrve as wcll. This area is now 
under Capt. Zapliiro. For six months of the ycor Mr. R. 'C. Elliott was working 
with me, but had to go to li;ipe~iguria to take over from Mr. J .  Sim whilst he was 
on leave. 

Most of thc work in this :irca is control of game damaging crops. Hyena also 
present a problem as they have learned to kill cattle and sheep on f:irn~s. During 
the dry season when there is littlc control to tlo on buffalo. elcptiiuit and rhinc~. 
we usually 1:kcklc the hyen:~ whcrc they arc. r~unlcrous, by li~unching :I pctisoning 
ca~npaign. 
PUFI;~I.O 

These inlirn:ils live LIP on thc great forest areas ol Mou~it kcliy;~ and the 
Aberdarcs i~nd also the forest in the hlukugodo Kescrve. lherc arc a few farms 
which have small herds of bufrnlo living in tlie thick bush and forested paris of 
the farms. 

During thc course of Ihc year we have Ii:~rl to shoot :t 1iu111bcr of thew 
animals, cspccially cluri~~g tlic ~'i~ins. rxin drives tlicrn uul of tllc forest down 
on the farms lying below tlic I'orest. Most of tlic farms against the forests grow 
crops, which thc buKalo get into. By shooting one or two or sometimes more of 
these aninnals they learn to keep away for a time, until they forget and come again. 
Sho~ting them is the only practical method. Buffalo also do considerable damage 
to the young trees in the forcst plantations. The bulls arc the nioin c~~lpri ts  as 
they rub all the bark OK thc young trees, which usually kills tlic irccs. Most of 
the buffalo bulls have lice on their bodies. Thc irritation caused by these parasites 
maltes lhc host rub against roclts and trees and hc seems to gel 111ost satisl'rtclion 
by rubbing his head against tlic bark of young trces. icntl his favo~~~.i ic  scems to 
be the Cyprus grown by 11ic I:orcst Dcpari~nerit. 

Buflr~lo bulls arc vcry Soncl of niud baths: the 111ud tlries 011 their bodics. 
g~virrg thcm tlin'crcnt shades of colour. On many occasions in b~lsli I hove :)is- 
taken illern for rhino. The I I ~ L I ~  cakes hard anti seems to protcct them against 

vicious biting flies which t~s~~ii l ly  swarm on to ht~fl'alo lying in thick bush during 
the heat of the t l ~ i y .  F D I ~ ~ S I  g ~ ~ i l i c : ~  ~ O W I  S O I I ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ C B  nre to Ire I'o~~ntl with n herd o f  



bufialo. Once, whilst Itunting elephant in Nycri I'orcst. I came ;rcross o herd of 
buflalc with guinea fowl riznniog all round them, ellling insects ofi the buffalo 
dung. 

Quite a few butl'alo shot by Mr. Elfioli and mysell: have been found to have 
old bullet wounds. Thc cause o r  it mostly is farrncrs allowing their natives to  
shoot game with small calibre rifles and not supervising t h r ~ n  ~roper ly .  Two 

were killcd by lone bull buffalo on the Aberclares. undoubtedly wounded 
bulls. As usual we vjere in lor~~ie t l  about 10 days afterwards, so notiling much 
cou!cl be donc. Wc shot several lone bulls in t l ~ e  area hoping to get the. right one. 

-4s the buffalo lie up in very thick bush, we hunt them with dogs. This 
tiiclhod is not as easy ;is one is inclined to believe. The danger of being bowled 
over by an enraged bulhlo is great. What usually happens on a hunt 1 will 
describe. We nearly alwnys go out in the morning (the dogs work better when 
it is cool) and also the morning dew helps a lot in tracking the bullaio. From the 
sl~ort~bu we follow the tracks, which usually lead through heavy undergrowth to 
where the animal o r  animals are lying up. The dogs usually st;irt harking about 
30 to a 100 yards ahead. Sometimes we can hear llte grunt of the butfa!o when 
he stands to bay. H e  will probably stand for ten seconds or  a little more and then 
goes off crashing through the bush. He will stand at  odcl intervals to bay until he 
gets into the thiclcest bush imaginable. n'lcanwhilc, we are stcildily coming up, 
going c~utiously,  on the lookout for thc otltl bi~ffalo that might he lurking bcliind, 
not knowing which way to bolt. The going is tough and we arc solnetirnes pretty 
well exhausted by the time we get up to where the bufl'alo is. The only way to get 
up is to fol!ow the game track into the buffalo. There is a danger that he will get 
your wind and come galloping dow11 the Lrnck ~owards you. We sometimes manage 
to get both barrels oti at him, which does not always drop hirn. in which case 
there is only time to fling oneself off the track into the bush to the side to get out 
of the way. The buffalo sometimes carries on with the dogs behind in full cry, 
but there is n ch:lnce he tnight turn and conic back. Kccently Rodney Elliott had 
a hang fire at the crucinl moment but managed to gct the scconcl barrel off into 
its face and then fling himsell' b:ickwards into some bush; the buffalo passed on in 
full gallop. The gun-bearcr behind fired at  it and then h:~tl his rifle knocked back- 
wards. Ll~ckily he man:igecl to ~.cgain hold of his rillc crntl balancr: and put some 
morc shots ill10 the bull:~lo just 11s it was t u r ~ ~ i n g  back to gore hilli. 'The bull'alo 
dropped down dead; on e);r.l:lination we found it had been wounded before v~ith 
a heavy rifle and soft nosc arnn~unition into the neck. The d o g  are a great help 
in finding the bnffalo ancl holding him. but at  the same time they make him reaily 
angry so t l~a t  hc m:ikcs short rtishcs at tllcln. ilnd quitc oftcn we linci o~irselves 
face to face with him when he makes one of his dashes. Owing to thc thick bush 
iind the spectl he goes through the bush he rnakes a tlifficult target. cspecinlly as 
we always try and put in n crippling shot. 

Owing to thc prolonged rains we have hacl this year, the buffalo arc still down 
on the !ewer levels. causing trouble a t  Mweiga and the forest plantations near 
Nnnyuki. As ;L result we are still dealing with them instead of carrying out our  
hyena poisoning campaign. 

tossks m Doo PACK 
In previous years we have had very heavy losscs through disteiiiper; early on 

in the year we lost most of our  best dogs. Now, through inocu!ations done six o r  
eight months ;\go. we hiiv~ had no losses, irncl nt present have a ve1.y gootl buffalo 
p c k .  

Losses from bulfalo . . . . . . . . . . 7 . .  - 
Losses from pig (wart hog, bush pig and giant forest hog) 1 
Losses from leopard . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

nntl four injurecl quitc hadiy. 

If a leopard junlps on o ~ t c  of our dogs thc rest of the pack will rush in, snd, 
in order to save all our best dogs from terrible injuries. we have been compelled 
to   hoot the leopard. I t  is inevitable that it will happen again. as we do  all our 
buffalo hunting in the forests and bush where the leopard live. 

P l c  SNOUTS 
U p  to the present relatively few farmers have taken adv;u~tage of the Sh. 5 

reward for wart hog snouts in this district. 

ELEPIIAN-I 
Thesc animals live in the forest and barnboo on the slopes of blount Kenytt 

and the Abcrdarcs. Iluring hc;ivy rains thcy, too, co111c down to the lower levels, 
causing da~nnge to crops anrl forest p1ant:~tions. I3y shooting one or  two wl~en 
they come down it tends to drive them up again for the rest of the ycar. Owing 
to the exceptionally heavy rains this ycar, they have been very persistent in t i ~ c  
Nyeri Forest area, whcre 1 have had to shoot quite a few ancl so has Mr. Ellion. 
We liavc had to shoo1 the otld ones at Karatina, K:~g;lti. Naro Ivlor~~,  Nanyuki 
and Ontulili Forest Plantations. One thing that I might mention is that I have 
never seen tick birds accompanying elephant. 

RHINO 
Khino cause very little diirnagc to crops iintl forest pl;~~ltations. li it was no( 

for the fact that they are such bad-tempered animals and quite often charge us 
whilst hunting other game, it would not be necessary to shoot them at all. These 
animals, 1 find, arc pretty local in their ~novetnents. They are fairly noisy feeders 
wllrr~ c l ~ c w i ~ ~ g ,  arlil UII a quirl evening I have hcnrd them up to about 30 to  4U 
yards. 

LION 
in ti~is tiislrict we arc very selclo~lt t~.oubled by them killing s:ock. t o r  I( 

short time at Aloranin we had nn influx of them, and for a whilc they killed many 
cattle and sheep on Mr. Powys' and h)lr. h,Iurray's farms. They took such a liking 
for mutton and beef that they would not clcnr out, ;uld WC 11ad LO shoot tltc whole 
lot, nllnibcring about ten. One iio~icss wc shot was I'rorn rhe ~noorisnds or h ,Jou~~t  
Keiiya. Site was living in the bamboo until we carefully st:dkcd her one clay and 
shot her. The oiher lion were from the lot\, colrntry around Isiolo. 

LEOPARD 
icop i~ rd  iire IlunIerous in the i'osest and banlboo. L~ctcly \VC h:~vc sec11 ]line at 

dilicrent places wl~ilst out hunting bun'alo. One female leopard \VC fountl h ; ~ d  killed 
a large bushbuck ram, an animal bigger than herself. 

SERVAL CAT 
Serval ca!s are still to be see11 at  night. especially after a shower of rain, 

though it is many years since 1 have seen the black variety. 

I.YN:< 
Lynx arc also to be seen on occasions at  the lower altitudes up to 7.000 fwt .  

HYENA 
The spotted v:rricty are nnlticrous tint1 someti~tles lli~nt in large 11iick~ nt 

riigl~t. ptrllil~g clown fully-growr~ cattle and sheep aritl even killi~lg doltkeys ancl 
horse foals. There arc occasions that I know of when a big hyena has killed more 
than one cow unaided. They are cunning animals and sonietimes become very 
difficult to destroy. especially in thc settletl areas. The best and most practical 
cnethod of destroying them is with strycl~ninc in ci~psulcs in :I bit of Incat hRit 



put out on a h a g .  In homc pla~es where the rindcrpe~t killed OH buffalo, bush- 
buck, bush pig, etc., the hyena manageci to breed up their young where nornially 
the young usually died from starvation. in the Naro Moru. Mweiga and Ontulili 
areas we poisoned a great number, counting 63 carcasses. Many more died 
unnoticed in the forests. 

WATERDUCK 
Waterbuck urc rlunlcroirs in all tile I'crrcst areas on  mount Kenya ilnd the 

Aberdares, though we ouly get t l~e one varkty (Defassa). Rinderpest this year did' 
not seen1 to alIect them. 

BusrlnucK 
Rinderpest took heavy toll of the111 in this tlistrict. tl~ough in thc klot.:tinia side 

of the mountain they seem to be very numerous. 

EL,\KD 
They xrt: recovering and seen1 niorc numerous than they were u few years 

back. On some farms I have seen some big hercis. On the moorlands of Kenya 
1 have secn as many as 200 together. 

SCJNI 

Whilst out hunting hufl'i\lo \re have scen the111 on a nutnbcr ol' occasions 
in the forests. 

ORIBI ( K E N Y ~ )  
I have only seen one once below Nanyuki. 7'hey arc very rare in this district. 

GEI~ENUK 
Gerenuk are to be seer1 on the lower erid of the Loldaiga Ranges in tlio hot 

thorn bush country. ii have secn one up to 7.000 feet. which is unusual. 
KEEDBUCK 

The Bohur r.ecdbuck are nunierous. but the Clianler'b ;ire rare. 

Cjll,\N 1,'s AND '1.1 IO~ISON'S GAZEI.LE 
These arc found only on the Palms in this tlistric~. 

Also only- on the farms. 

GIRAT:I:I: 
Cjir~tLl'c iirc to bc fou~id i r i  the tliorr~ bus11 country which is n~ostly farming 

country. Most ol' thc dainagc accredited to giralle to the fences l noticed wns done 
bp ostrich. The odd one rloes break a leg in tlic fence now and again. 

ZEERA 
There arc large nulnbers on soiue lar~ils. They sooil get ~ ~ s e t l  to a fence 

and will not break it unless stampeded into it. Soine herds of zebra are now found 
in the glades of the foresls on Mou:it Kcnya and the Aberdares. When disturbed 
they will go right into the forest. ! have found them together with I,uffalo on 
occas:ons in the ~!:~dcs. 

(7) H. T. Eiliott, Gsnlc Ptanger. Ni~ayuki avcl K:~pea1gurir-A1111i1al Report, 1951 
During this year 1 was sk~tioneil in two sepnr;~!c tlis;ricls. The period January 

to March and October to December was spent in the Nar~yuki District nnd the 
remainder at Kapenguria relieving the Ganic Ranger, J. L. Sim, who went on 
long Icave. Because of this I feel it besl to split my report into two and cover the 
two areas separately as they are far from being si~nilar. 

C'etle1~a1.-This area consists of the Nyeri Station, Nyeri, kiweiga, Naro 
,%loru, Timau, Ngare M a r e  Districts and of the n~ountain slopes o i  Mount Kenya 
and the Xberdares adjoining these districts. In these forested slopes live the ,b,ig 
game in relatively high concentration, which at certain seasons encroach on ia 
the adjoining farnis and forest plantings. As yet the only satisfactory method 
of keeping these cncroachnients within reasonablc bounds is by contsol shooting. 
The peak period of this cncroachr~~cnl is during thc heavy rains, when :hIi  tile 
game tends to leave the steep slopes anrl cor~tinuo~ts wet oC the bamboo levels and 
come down into the forest adjoining the pkantings of the far112cr and [orester. 

U~rffrrlo.--These continue to tlirivc and, tiespite the rinderpest. are Par fro111 
few in nuniber. Several have been shot on control which havc been found to havc 
been wounded with light rifles. and it is to be hoped that this practice will not 
contj~~iie. 

At least two nati\les have been gorcd to death by these animals. The prnctice 
of arming uatives to shoot on farms is believed to be chiefly responsible for this 
wounding and undoubtcdly, unless these liativcs are extretl~ely carefully super. 
viscd, it is asking for t~.ol~ble to crnploy them. and 1 have no doubt at all that 
both the nbovc I'atnlities were caused by bulk110 which had been wounded. 

EIephmt~t.-These continue to thrive on both the mountain slopes. I t  may well 
be that the numbers of elephant which have been visiting Nyeri Forest are chiefly 
caused by their being forced out from above by other and larger herds. It is 
impossible to know if this is true until a more accurate count can bc done in the 
National Park on the Aberdares. There certainly does not seen] to be so many 
elephant on the western slopes of Mount Kenya as there arc on the Aberdares. 
Also, they seem to corne to Nyeri Forest more for the feed than for the salt lick. 
short of it. 

R1tirto.-These cituse very little trouble considering the nurnbers which csist 
in the area, and it is rarely that we receive requests to shoot them. the chief 
causc of troublc being when they start hor~iing the iarnieru' dairy boys or dairy 
ci3ttlc. 

Giatrt Forest Hog.-These seem to be very susceptible to rinderpest and they 
suffered heavy losses in the epidemic which occmred in 1950, many of the car- 
casses only coming to light this year. 

B~rs/rbttcli.-As itbove, and especially in the Nyeri Station area where the 
outbreak first occurred. 

Warerbuck.-No cases of deaths were observcd as a result of the rinderpest. 
I t  is believed they do not gel it. 

Leopurc1.-Leopard seern still to be in very fair n~inibers in this district and 
continue to kill stock now and then. Therc has been a marked tendency. since the 
new Ordinance, 10 call us in to deal with the~n. 'Though this can be a nuisance. it 
will undoubtedly help tlic leopard to increase still more. 

Kertycl Hnrrebees1.-These seem to be slowly picking up again in parts where. 
rile stock that had survivecl was not too sniali. It is nice to see tliem often whcrl 
crossing Cole's Plain i~ncl here they are visibly on the increase. 

Eltmr1.-These are still very few and far between but now, with the female 
stock safe, they should begin to pick up, as there is still a scattering of them 
throughout the forest slopes. The farms which still have thern are very few. 



APPENDIX A 
GAME AND VERMIN KILLED ON CONTROL 

. . 

AN- REMARKS 4 

-P-- 

:phant . . . . . . 1 - -  - - 2 male. 
. . .  ffalo . . . . 10 66 19 8  225 110 male, 115 female. - 

lino . . . . . . S - - - - - -  3 1 1  4 male, 7 female. 

PP0 . . . . . . 4 - 4 2 male, 2 female. 
l . .  . .  . . . . - - - - - - -  2 2 male. 

opard . . . . 
7 

racal . . . . 3 
nal Cats . . . . 2 
'ens . . . . . .  1 0 : -  1 - 
:kal . . . . . . 2 - 8  

Id Dogs . . . .  . . 
vetcat .. . . . . 
bra (Grant's) . . . . - - 205 
~rtebeest . . . . 
aterbuck . . . .  1 - 
~shbuck . . . . - 
:edbuck . . . . 
yx .. . . . . . .  l - 
raffe . . . . . . ( -  - - 15 Reticvlated, 24 Masai. 
hoons . . . . - - 
kes Monkey . . 
ramp Monkey . . 3 
 rest Hog . . . . - - - 
art Hog . . . . 
~ s h  Pig . . . . - 1 -  

itrich ... . . 
it Bear a . . . . . . l l lrcupine , . . . . .  

Total . . 908 
7 

LlST OF IVORY, RHINO HORNS, ETC., HANDED IN OR CONFISCATED 
. --- 

Month 1 Animals i Weight of Ivory or How Obtained / How Dispoied of, i.e. to Whom Handed in 
I I Rhino Horn, etc. I 

nuary . . 
lluary . . 
arch . . 
:arch . . 
.arch . . 
pril . . 

pril 

lay . . 
Inc . . 

.. 1  6 Rhino . .  Total 22 lb. . . Shot by Fanager, Luonick Ranch, Saguta Handed in to the Game Department, Nairobi, 1 Mume. I 31/1/51. / Ostrich . . 
I l Elephant 

. .  / I Rhino 

13 eggs . . . . . . ! Confiscated from native . . . . . . 12 handed in to Game Department, 31/1/51. 
One sold. Cash cent in. 

. . . .  25 and 25 lb. 

.. l 0  and 5 lb. . . 

. .  ; 1 Elephant 19 and I9 Ib. . . Found dead on Mr. To~nlinson'q Farm, 1 
Rumuruti. e 

Shot bv Mr. Hall. Manager to Mr. G. 

Handed in to Game Department, Nairobi, 
10/4/5 1. 

.. 1 2 Elephant 3, 2 and 2 lb. 

Colvile, Rumuruti. 

.. . .  1 Hippo 1 1 and 3 lb. :: Received from the I 1 Cheetah 
2 Leopards 
3 Lions . . 
6 Rhino . . 

/ 1 Cheetah 

25 Hyrax . . 
'Elephant .. 
Rhino . . 

l 5 Rhinos. . 

I 3 Rhinos.. 

l skin . . . . . . District Commissioner, 
. . .  2 skins.. 

3 skins . . . . . . 
Total 50 lb. . . . 
l skin . . . . . .  - 

25 skins . . . . 
.. 94 and 90 lb. . . 

I Received from Malcolm Graham, Luonick , 
Ranch. 

Native convicted . . . .  . . . . l Handed in to Game Department, Nairobi, 

, 

1 7/6/51. 
Native convicted . . 
Found dead on Mr. ~omlinson's ~ a &  Handed il to ~ a r n e '  ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ,  Narrobi, 

1 13/7/51. 
S and 2+ lb. . . I From A. Armstrong . . . . .. I 
Q and 23.5 and S, 15, ), 

33, 7f and 3 lb. .. .. S, 4, 4, 3, 2 and 2 lb. 
G. Colvile's Estate, Rumuruti . .  
From hfr. Graham 



APPENDIX B-(Contd.) 

LIST O F  IVORY. RHINO HORNS, ETC., HANDED IN OR CONFISCATED-(Conrd.) 

ne . . 
ne . . 
ly . . 
ly . . 
ptember 

ptembcr 
ptember 
:rober 
:tober 
:totxr 

Month 

1 Rhino . . 
4 I ~ o p a r d s  
1 Elephant 
6 Giraffe.. 

1 Leopard 

1 Elephant 
1 Rhino . . 
4 Rhino . . 
1 Giraffe.. 
1 Rhino . . 

Animals I Weight of Ivory or How Obtained How Disposed of, i.e. to Whom Handed in 
I Rhino Horn, etc. 
i l- I 

5 lb. (1 horn only) . . 
4 s k i n s . .  .. .. 
15 and 15 lb. . . . . 
2 tails . . . . . . 
1 skin 

18and171b. .. .. 
3 and 2% lb. . . . . 
Not weighed by me . . 
Hide and tail . . . . 
4 and 2 lb. . . . . 

From Soysambu .. . . .. .. 
From District Commissioner, Maralal . . 
Deighton Downs, Ngobit . . . . . . 
Native convicted . . . . . . . . 
Forest Department, Thomson's Falls . . 

I 

Deighton Downs, Ngobit . . 
From R. Rookam Smith, Thomson's 
Shot at Luonick by G. Van der Merwe . . 
Shot by C. A. Forester, Rumuruti 
Found on Capt. Blair's Farm, Thomson's 

Falls. 

Handed in to Game Department, Nairobi. 

- 
Handed in to Game Department, Nairobi, % 

1 31715 1. 
Handed in to Game Department, Nairobi, 

27/10/51. 

Handed in'io District bmmissionk'r, Nanyuki. 
Not vet collected. 
~ a n d e d  in to Game Department, Nairobi, 

22/12/51. 
I I I I 
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