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BANGKOK 23

the fauna of the country will clearly show what possibilities
1t presents to the ardent sportsmman. Although the elepbant
may in no wise be shot he will find rhinoceros, tapir, sladang,
buffalo, tiger, leopard, fishing-cat, hear-cat, leopard-cat,
palm civet, sloth bear, gout untelope, barking deer, Schom-
burgk's deer, sambhur, brown antlered deer, sculy ant-eater,
hare and crocodile. Of mammals which few true sportsmen
would desire wantonly to destroy are the various spocies of
monkeys, of which the long armed Gibbon (chainee) is the
Iost intereating. There are lemurs, honey besrs, various
beautifully coated squirrels and other animals too numerous
to tnention. And, hesides the aucculent scolopax or enipe,
there are many game birds. Theso include half-a-dozen
species of wild pigeons, jungle fowl, francelins (commondy
called the Siamese partridge), quail, peacock, eight or nine
Yinds of pheasants, including the Argus and crested fire-
back, golden plover, teal and wild duck. Boms spots abound
in pelican, which vour boatmen will esteem as a great luxury.
Along the shores turtles of all sorts abound whilst the tidal
and inland waters positively tcem with fish, The water
monitor, commonly called iguana is common and makes
really excellent eating, much resembling chicken. Of snakes
there are about sixty kmown species of which only alout a
dozen are poisonous. These, from the lordly python to the
harmless little brown earth snake are ruthlessly killed bLy
the natives, Occasionally they nre eaten and * snske oil "
is in great demand by Siamecse actresses. Used as an em-
brocation it is said to be wonderfully éfficacions in rendering
the body and Jimbs supple. The entomologist will find Bism
4 veritable paradise indeed and the country presents almost
3 virgin field in this direction, -



UP-COUNTRY TRIPE FROM BANGKOK h

#ix day«' journey by bullock cart from Pak Preo tbrough
the jungle, there are numerous mines of stephanite, The
lead obtained thence is brought down to Pak Preo and there
disposedd of at about one salung per catty. Bullock earts
may be hired in this district for about one tical a day., An-
other mine, this time of copper (fong derg), liea uhout 3 or
4 days’ journey from Pak Preo in the direction of Phrabat.
Travel in the interior o the foreigner is franght with great
difficulty and inconvenience (vide our illustration). For
instance, whenever business necessitates a visit to the interi
or, the system employed is to procure kirien (hullock carts) in
which travellers deposit their luggage while they make the
journay on ponics and, by easy stages, meot the caravan at
certain spots where they may tie the pony to le hack of the
kwein in which they may accommodate themaclves in case of
min. The mountain ranges at Gongkoi afford excellent lime,
in which consideralile trade is done. There is little of real
interest at Gengkoi but some pretty good ahooting is said to
be available in the neighbourhood, tigers and even rhimocervs
having occasionally been found. At about an hour's walk
from * Gengkoi station, towards the north, there is good
shooting, various kinds of birds beiny plentiful, whilat oun
the other side of the line, at a place called Phmbat Moi
there are said to he tigers and leopards.  This place is abour
three hours' walk from the railway. From thence on to
Pak Djong. the highest point on the railway, about 1,600
feot above #ea lovel, there is a sucression of steep up-gradi-
ents and curves.- At Chantuk there is & copper mine, but
this ia a few miles distant from the railway and bas not
been worked for some time past. For the rewaining 83
kilometres to Korat there i3 not much to be seen of excep-
tional interest. When the plains of the Mekong, watershed
are reached, Sikiu and Bung Noen, two plices celebrated for





