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HOME OF INDIA'S RHINO 

(Reprinted by permissio~~ from t l ~ c  Cnlc~tlla Stalesn~an, not11 >lay, lOJS) 

Thous:lnds pass it by every year :IS they motor alor~g the 
I 

Grand Trunk Road of Assam. Only few of the local residents 
trouble to  visit it. Yet herc a t  I<:~ziranga, niiclway Ijctween 
Cauh:lt i :ind I)ibrug:~~.ll, wit l ~ i n  a. 111ilc of the n~:Lin roncl, is o~ lc  
of tlie nlost f:l~nous giinne s n ~ l c t ~ ~ a r i e s  in the world. 

Thercirl live in pcrfcc't security Iiundreds of Ithino, Wild 
Buffalo, Pig, :~ncl various kinds of ]leer. A few 15ison (Gnur), 
Tiger, Elephant, ancl other animals :Ire also found there. And 
thousands of birds find snfvty there. Geese, D~lck,  IIcrons, 
Storks, l':~rtridgcs, :t11d I I I I I I I C ~ O I I S  otllers. ~ In this large tract of u~lspoilt Nature, with its strc:ims, 
bheels, and patches of tree jungle, the country car1 be seen 

I exactly as it was tho~~sands  of ycilrs ago. Gii~nt Elc~)hatlt 
grass, 15-20 feet high in places, gives full protectio~l t o  the wild 
creatures which thrive there. Tracks go in cvery direction over 
the low hut  slightly undulating groi~nd. 

I The sanctu:lrv carlle into beine. about 1906. It was then 
D 

(only just in time) realizccl tha t  thc Great Inciian Rhino \\-as 
nearly cstinct, ancl that Rison :~ricl Bulfnlo wcrv beconling 
scarce. So Illc s:lnct~~ary WLS for~i~od,  :illcl lillillo have 1101~ 

incre:isctl to   bout fivc huntl~.ctl or c.ven more. I t  is clificult to 
count thc :l~limals in :I hundrctl nncl sisty odd squ:Lre miles of 
thick grass jungle. 

I<aziranga was opened to  visitors i n  1037. Before that 
only ofTicials :111(1 their fl-iencls \vent there as a r111c. 1-311t now 
you ant1 I can go therc :it ally time providecl we get pern~ission 
frolrl the Divisional l'orest Officer l)c.l'orehn~~cl. You C:LI~ stay 
in the i11spcctio11 bu~~g:~lo\v t1ie1.r if i t  is not occupiocl ; : ~ n d  two 
firlc inspcctio~~ I~lc~>l~a~~ls-Alil~:lr  ant1 Sher Iihan-:)re av:lil:~l>le 
for visit i~ ig  the s:ulctunry. 

Ithino, bcirlg sonlc.\vhnt strll>itl :lnd proverl)inlly sl~ort-  
t c ~ ~ ~ p c r e t l ,  so111c.t imps give :I h~lort 1~11~1 charge. 1311t ~lsu:illy 
tliev :ire placid creatllrcs. ancl move a\v:ly ~v-hen approached 
nearer tllarl about 50 yards. Elephants. instinctively scared of 
Rhino, will gencrnll~r l~ol t  if c11:lrgecl. 

r l I h e  two forest Elcpl~il~its a t  J<azir:~nga. however, are stnr~rlch 
and their m a h o ~ ~ t s  esperienccd and skilful. At the snmc tirlle, 
ZL gash 1'ror11 :l Ilhino is \vorth :ivoidi~lg, so tlic m:lho~~ts list the 
utmost caution in approaclli~ig these hor~lcd anirn:lls. And 
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should a Rhino cllnrgc, as :L cow \vith n calf oftcn will do, 
the Elephant is allowed to  run for :L sllort distance hefore being 
brought back again t o  observe its wcird pursuer. 

A gallop on Elephant back from :L 1thi110 is a tlvill worth 
es~xriencing. I n  fact one is of tc~i  clisappoi~lted nowadays 
if one is not charged : and therc is an entry in the visitors' 
book written by n disappointed couple which rends : " Only 
charged by the Forest Department." 

Inclian 13uflaloes arc lnorc \vary t11;ul 12hi1io : ~ n d  keep a t  a 
clistancc of about SO y:t~.ds. ?'hey go in 11c~ds :tnd arc :I great 
sight as they stand facing you. oftell with :t fine bull alllong tlicm. 
They have becorlle frienclly with their arnlour-platcd fello\vs, 
and t\vo were once seen lying in n bhccl within one foot of a 
Rhino. 

A few 13ison (Gaur) arc supposed to  live in the furtlierrnost 
part of the  sanctuary, I n ~ t  11:~vc not been secli for sonlc t i~nc.  
'l'hcy may h:~\?c 11ligr:itcd to the 3Iil;ir llills ncnr by, ~vlicre 13ison 
have always csistccl. 

S:lnlbhar, Swamp Dccr, and 13:~rking 1)ccr abol1nc1 in great 
nunibers in thc  sanctuary. . \ I I ~  it is intcrcsti~lg t o  note that  
n corrlrl~o~l cncn~y, :LS in the casc of rnnrl. often iunites nilinlals 
otlicrwise diverse in chnmctcr. 'l'hc 'l'lgcr 1s thc slvorn enemy 
of Deer, 13uflal0, ancl Pig. These t h~.cc., lherel'orc. have instinc- 
tivcly forn~ccl friendships \vit,Ii l t l ~ i ~ ~ o ,  ol' whorii the Tiger 
is :~fr:~icl. A sort of lease-lcntl :irrn~igc'~l~e~lt c~lsucs. Ilccr, in 
p:u.ticulnr. graze frccly wit11 Ithino : :~ntl :tlert.Iy give ~v:lr~ling 
of impending da~lger from Tiger or 11lu11 to tlicir more sliort- 
sighted guarclians. 

I t  is hoped that  the Forest Departmc~lt \\.ill be able t o  carry 
out somc irnpro\~erncnts a t  Knzirn~lgn. 'l'hc sa~ic!tu:try co111d be 
made even Illore accessible to  visitors by tlie making of a forest 
road right up  t o  it. -4nd n tourist's hut a t  the cncl of this road 
\vould provide convenic~~t  :iccon~mod:ltio~~ to  t l~osc going out 
in the very early morning. 

A large clearance in front of thc proposed hut \vould enable 
visitors on arrival to sec nninlals i l l  t l l c .  cvr~i i~lg  ns they co111e out 
to  graze. 

h ready supply of information a l ~ o l ~ t  the sn~ictuary a11d its 
inmates would lead to  the creation not only of ilicrcasecl public 
interest, but also of tlic preservation-~ni~~dcdness so n ~ u c h  needed 
nowadays. 

Rcccntly some friends of niinc, rvllosc 1)111ignlow overlooks part 
of the sanctuary, wcrc w:ttcl~i~~g :L 11c1.tl ol' \\'iltl 11111'Talo grx/.c. 
The hcrd rriovcd on, 11~11 :L toot\. llntl lcft it very young calf 
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crying tlicrc :ill I)y itself. A pcculinr incident. Possibly a Tiger 
I 

i or two had frightened the herd awvazy. 
BIy friends rescucd the calf and put i t  on the bottle. It 

i thrived. Se\~crnl days latcr thc herd returned, and there was the 
mother scnrcl~ing for her baby, which was promptly returned 
t o  her. 

If we, the trustecs for future generations, xvcre all as prcscrva- 
tion-mindccl as this there ~vould IIC no fear for the  survival of our 
valunblc f:runa. 

l THE PLIGHT' OF OUR WHOOPERS 
13y RITRTLE J .  BROLEY 

( H ~ - l ~ r i ~ ~ t c - d  by ~ ~ c r ~ ~ l i s u i o ~ l  from 'I'lrc C'trrli~tg Co~~serurrtiorr Digesl) 

One of tllc biggcst bird 1111nts for ninny years was conducted 
last sunlrncr-big I)cc:it~sc ol' thc sizc of the bircl and the vast 
wen scnrcl~cd. C:inntl:i :~ntl Llie United States have joined forces 
to  seek out l\'lioopi~~g Cra~ics, thc largest birds in North Anierica, 
not t o  s1100t thcnl I I I I ~  to  ~>ro\ride protection for ally nests 
or young :IS \\.cl1 :IS for thc parcnts. 

It is cstir11:~ted tlint tllcrc arc only about thirty-one of thcsc 
hug11 ~vhitc l~irds left 11111ess n fcw Illore may be dwelling in 
out-of-t lie-wny 1)l:~ccs. 

.4bot1t two ycurs :)go it Jvnb dccitlcd to  nlnlie :In cffort to 
s:hve the re11111:~1it of lilt 111igllty floel.;~ ~vlliell O I ~ C C  m:de the 
~vholc 11igl1t niusic:~l :IS tlicy p:tsscd ovcrlicad on tlicir migr:~iions, 
according to  Aucl~tbon. A Canaclian. Mr. C. L. Broley, lva~ 
asked l)y llr. Cott:m, of tlic United States Fish and lyildlife 
Service. to coritl~~ct the sc:irch. 'I'hrough his wide connections 
I\-it11 press and radio 11c \v:ls nblc to  get publicity for the search 
througho~rt Cannda rind did locate. through correspondence, 
scver:il pairs of I)irtls :~ritl csvcr~ :I possible nest. Ur~fortu~l:rtcly 
he was u~lnblc to go on with thc work and Dr. Frecl Hard, of 
Saskatoon. took over. 

111 l ! J t ( i  tluri~lg tllc spring alitl s ~ ~ n ~ m c r  Dr. Pcttingill, of the 
United States. Ilcw t I~or~s:t~itls of n1ilc.s oI7cr the Canadian North- 
west but caught ~ i o  sight of the big 1,ircls. Therc were some 
though, for last ycar \\.he11 they returned t o  their wintering 
ground in Texas. thrcc yoiulg Cr:~~ies. cnsily identified by their 
rtrsty bronrrr I~c:ttls, were with the itdults. Cranes usirnlly lay 
two eggs :incl i f  t h~.cc: rirc. tlcl)ositc.cl tile tI1i1.d is infertile. SO at 
IcnsL two 1):~irh : L I I C ~  ~)ossil)ly t Ii1.c~ ~icstcd in tllc tlorth, i l l  spite of 
the late colt1 spring. 




