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C H A P T E R  111 

Ahrosc the many friends I made in Rangoon werc the 
heads of the Bombay-Burmn. Trading Corpor;ttion, who 
kindly invited me to visit their tbrcst of l'aungdwingyi 
and see something of the tcak industry and jungle life. 
Having purchased the necessary carnp equipn~efit I lnadc 
a comfortable journey by the night train tc, Prorne, 
accompanied by Mr. Maclrnnat~, thcir forest ltlallager. 
The first break of dawn found us run~iing- through 
paddy iiclds, pleasantly brokcit up by palm groves and 
clumps of forest trees, p~rtly veiled bp the ~ r ~ o r n i n g  
mists which still hung heavy on thc land. As we 
approached Prome statioti the first rays of sunlight were 
illuminating tllc golden pinnacles c dame of the 
Shwc Tsan Daw Pagoda, just visible through the palm 
trees which hid the base of the hill upon which it was 
built. It appeared very enticing, but as it was now 
6.30 A.M., and we had to start by steamer at 7 A.M., 

P r o n e  and its pagoda had to bc rcscrved for a furthcr 
visit. 

As we cntcred the station Mr. Litchfield, of the 
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Across the Yomas to Taungdwingyi 
crest in rivalry with the ever-preser~t pagoda. Our  
steamer started promptly, the character of thc banks 
varying little as we proceeded upstream, though the 
almost instantaneous disnppeanncc of the morning fop 
opened up more extended vistas, artd enablcd one to 
judge better as to thc generd char~cteristics of the 
sccncq-.' 

On the river banks arc Hurrncsc villages collstructcd 
mainly of bamboo, while nearly evcry knoll is crowned 
by a pagoda or  a monastery. Or1 the sand-banks of 
the river are fishing huts, which will bc washcd away 
next rise, and at frequcnt i n t e n d s  rafts of enormous 
size drift slowly towards the teak mills in Rangootl. 
Smaller craft of various kinds, undcr sail or drifting 
with the stream, together with the animated crowds 
which, in s a rch  of profit or amusement, thronged the 
landing-places at which wc stoppcd, kept otte's intcrcst 
d ive  until, about sun-dowti, wc reachcrl thc town of 
Thayetmyo. I lc re  wc had to tratisfcr from the rnail- 
steamer to a small fcrry-boat, on which we spent the  
night. 

Leaving ~ ~ r l y  in  the mortiing, n short run brought 
us to Mccgy-orrngyai, where it had been arranged for 
cooiies, bullock gharrics, n ~ i t i  ponies to bc waiting to 

T h w  junglc-clad hills arc, 1 am toid, full of pnlc ,  and I hcani of 0r.c 
~ i c u k r l y  sponsrn~nlikc cvellr H hich took $act hc~.ahout. z\ grnrlcrn~n 
coming down the river in a rtctmrr, in searchinx tilt banks with hi* field- 
gkrues, picked up what he took to be ~ h c  trail of o rhinocemq and pcnuad- 
ing lllf ca]ltnin to ~ l u t  him ashore, hc ~ i t l >  hie G1slrikarri" followed the 
tmil for wr.cral hours, eventually c u m i n ~  up uirh atrd killirrg t fine "rhino," 
the head of which he was able to u k c  anay. 
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